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A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 17 

 

We have come to Revelation 17 and 18 at this point in our study.  These 

two chapters are not in chronological sequence between the bowl 

judgments and the Second Coming of Christ.  Rather, these two chapters 

are informational to the Tribulation timeframe. 

 

These two chapters provide information concerning the ______________, 

_______________, and ___________________ aspects of the Tribulation.  

These two chapters are some of the most challenging to interpret.  There 

are many differing views.  One’s interpretive process determines the 

theological view. 

 

As with all of our studies, we follow the “literal, grammatical, historical, and 

contextual” interpretation.  We should remember that this method of 

interpretation certainly allows for symbolism.  We have seen a great 

amount of symbolism in studying both Daniel and Revelation. 

 

Revelation 17 deals with “Religious Babylon.”  The context of the chapter 

seems to point to the _______________ half of the Tribulation.  Chapter 18 

deals with “Political and Economic Babylon.”  This chapter seems to point 

to the ______________ half.   

 

The background for Babylon goes all the way back to the book of Genesis.  

Dr. Walvoord in the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Revelation, writes: 

 

The Bible is full of information about Babylon as the source of 

false religion, the record beginning with the building of the tower 

of Babel (Gen. 10–11). The name “Babel” suggests “confusion” 

(Gen. 11:9). Later the name was applied to the city of Babylon 

which itself has a long history dating back to as early as 3,000 
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years before Christ. One of its famous rulers was Hammurabi 

(1728–1686 B.C.). After a period of decline Babylon again rose 

to great heights under Nebuchadnezzar about 600 years before 

Christ. Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605–562 B.C.) and the 

subsequent history of Babylon is the background of the Book of 

Daniel. 

Babylon was important not only politically but also religiously. 

Nimrod, who founded Babylon (Gen. 10:8–12), had a wife 

known as Semiramis who founded the secret religious rites of 

the Babylonian mysteries, according to accounts outside the 

Bible. Semiramis had a son with an alleged miraculous 

conception who was given the name Tammuz and in effect was 

a false fulfillment of the promise of the seed of the woman given 

to Eve (Gen. 3:15). 

Various religious practices were observed in connection with 

this false Babylonian religion, including recognition of the 

mother and child as God and of creating an order of virgins who 

became religious prostitutes. Tammuz, according to the 

tradition, was killed by a wild animal and then restored to life, a 

satanic anticipation and counterfeit of Christ’s resurrection. 

Scripture condemns this false religion repeatedly (Jer. 7:18; 

44:17–19, 25; Ezek. 8:14). The worship of Baal is related to the 

worship of Tammuz.1 

 

The Bible clearly references “Babylon” as a source for religious falsehood.  

Not only are non-biblical religions filled with falsehood, many “Christian” 

denominations are filled with falsehood as well.  As churches turn away 

from God’s truth, more and more falsehood will become excepted. 

 

What we see here in the book of Revelation is the culmination of a unified 

religious _______________.  Some refer to this as a “one world church.”  I 

 
 1 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 970. 
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think it is better to refer to this as a religious system, one that tolerates all 

religions as perhaps _______________.  The exception to this will be the 

intolerance of Christianity. 

 

Revelation 17 can be divided into two sections.  Chapter 17:1-7 is the 

description of “Religious Babylon.”  Chapter 17:8-18 is the 

__________________ of the description.  This is one of the many 

prophetic portions of the Bible that also provides the interpretation. 

 

Revelation 17:1-2 – The Judgment of the Great Harlot 

 

One of the bowl judgment angels invites John to come and view in his 

vision the judgment of God against false religion.  This angel describes the 

effect that this false religious system has had (and will have) on the 

_______________ of the world.  We know this from 17:15. 

 

It is interesting to think about the term used here: immorality (NASB), 

adultery (NIV), fornication (KJV, NKJV), and sexual immorality (ESV). 

God’s intent for mankind from the beginning was for _______ to have a 

relationship with _________.  From a spiritual perspective, anything outside 

of that relationship is adultery. 

 

Revelation 17:3-5 – The Vision of the Woman on the Beast 

 

Here we have a clear description of the woman riding the beast.  The beast 

is the antichrist (11:7; 13:1).  This religious system is controlled by the 

antichrist.  The fact that this scarlet beast is described as having seven 

heads and ten horns ties it back to the revived Roman empire from which 

the antichrist will come.  This goes all the way back to the book of Daniel. 
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The woman, depicted as a great harlot, is described as wearing very 

elaborate clothing.  Some have compared this description of appearance to 

that of the religious garments worn by some leaders of certain Christian 

denominations. 

 

While this may be a possible view, it is also possible that the depiction is 

that of a religious prostitute.  There are some ancient, pagan religious 

practices that had, as part of their worship, sexual relations with temple 

prostitutes. 

 

The point is clear that “religion” becomes the exact opposite of what God 

intended for mankind.  God intended for man to have 

__________________ with Him, not religion.  This world religious system 

that becomes prominent in the Tribulation time may have a beautiful 

outward appearance, but inwardly it is full of abominations. 

 

The gold cup is emblematic of the level of ungodliness that this religious 

system represents.  The word “abominations” is “that which is detestable 

and abhorrent.”  These are all the things that God hates.  The words 

“unclean” and “immorality” go together as an indication of the spiritual 

filthiness that this system promotes. 

 

The ESV uses the phrase “the impurities of her sexual immorality.”  The 

KJV uses “filthiness of her fornication.”  God does not approve in any way 

of perverting “religion.”  All that God wanted for mankind from the 

beginning, man has perverted. 

 

It is this perversion of religion that 17:5 describes as the “Mother of Harlots 

and the abominations of the earth.”  From the very beginning of man in 

Genesis 1-3, Satan has tried to turn man away from _____________ that 

only comes from God. 
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Revelation 17:6-7 – The Woman Drunk on the Blood of the Saints 

 

It is clear that this false religious system, which is apparently active in the 

first half of the Tribulation, plays a large part in persecuting believers in 

Christ during that time.  Drunkenness is based on consumption.  The vision 

depicts the religious system “drinking” on the death of believers.  As in all 

drunkenness, the desire is to have more and more. 

 

This vision caused John to wonder greatly.  The Greek word here is 

θαυμάζω (thoumadzō) which means “to wonder, to be amazed, to marvel.”  

The same word is used in Acts 7:31 where it was described that Moses 

marveled at the sight of the burning bush (Exodus 3). 

 

John had come from Judaism into Christianity, from the Law into the 

Church.  John was seeing the future of religion in the world.  What he saw 

was false religion turning on those who follow true religion in Christ.  This 

led the angel to provide the interpretation of what John saw. 

 

Revelation 17:8-14 – The Interpretation of the Beast 

 

The angel tells John that the beast ascends out of the pit or the abyss.  

This is an indication that the beast, the antichrist is demonic in origin.  This 

is consistent with the previous descriptions of the antichrist in Revelation. 

 

What is also described here is the appeal that the antichrist and his 

religious system will have on the ________________.  Most conservative 

commentators agree that by the time this religious system is in place, there 

will be no believers involved at all. 
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The description of the leadership of the this revived Roman empire is 

consistent as being “seven heads and ten horns.”  We see in 17:9 “Seven 

mountains on which the woman sits.”  This has long been viewed as a 

description of the “city of seven hills,” which has long been a description of 

Rome. 

 

This has led many commentators to equate the religious system to that of 

the Catholic Church, because it is centered in Rome.  While it is possible 

that the Catholic Church may end up being a part of the unified religious 

system in the Tribulation, it is unlikely that _________ religions will be 

absorbed into this one entity.  Dr. Bowman held this view.  I lean this way, 

too. 

 

Dr. Charles Ryrie in his study Bible states that the one world religious 

system will be ruled from Rome.  He does not state that the religious 

system will be the Catholic Church.  It is very likely that the revived Roman 

empire will have as its capitol the city of Rome since that was the capitol in 

antiquity. 

 

However, 17:10 states that the seven mountains are seven kings.  In the 

time of John’s writing, five of these kings have already past, one was 

contemporary to John, and then one more was to come in the future, in 

addition to the eighth, which is the beast itself.  It is said that he will go on 

to perdition, which means destruction. 

 

The ten kings of 17:12 have not yet come.  This is the ten rulers of the 

revived Roman empire that will not come on the scene until the Tribulation 

time.  These are the ten toes of the image that Daniel saw in Daniel 2.  The 

antichrist will give them power or authority for a short time. 

 

These ten nations will wage war with Christ at His Second Coming.  They 

will be defeated in Revelation 19. 
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Revelation 17:15-18 – The Context and the Destruction of the Woman. 

 

In Revelation 17:15, the angel explains to John that the woman, this 

religious system will be comprised of people from all over the world.  This 

religious system, which is described as a harlot committing adultery, will be 

world wide in its scope.  How sad it is to realize that the majority of all 

people on the planet at that time will fall for complete falsehood! 

 

In an amazing turn of events, the ten nation confederacy of the revived 

Roman empire will turn upon this religious system will _________________ 

this false church!  When will this happen?  Most likely, this will happen at 

the _______________ of the Tribulation.  This will be at the same time that 

the antichrist sets himself up to be worshipped as a god.  This is the 

abomination of desolation in Daniel 9. 

 

God’s purpose of judgment upon the false religions of the world will come 

to pass as is indicated in 17:17.  God uses unsaved people throughout 

man’s history to bring about His purposes.  Here God uses these kingdoms 

and the antichrist to bring about __________________.  This false religious 

system which effects the kingdoms of the world will be judged! 

 

  

 


