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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 2 
 
In chapters 2 and 3, we have the specific messages that Christ gave to the 
seven historical churches that were in existence in John’s time.  There is 
much similarity in how Christ addresses the seven churches.  However, the 
message to each one is distinct. 
 
There are some who believe that the conditions that are mentioned in these 
seven messages are referencing specific _________________ in the 
Church Age.  This is possible, but not likely.  It is preferable to see them 
just as they are at the time of John’s writing.  These seven churches and 
the situations in them are __________________ of church issues through 
the Church Age. 
 
All of these churches are located in the western part of Asia Minor.  These 
churches, along with Colossae and the churches of Galatia, were part of 
the early expansion of the church. 
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Notice that Christ uses the same address for each church, “To the angel 

(messenger – pastor) of the church in…”  After each address, Jesus refers 

to Himself with various titles which represent certain _________________ 

traits before He shares the message. 

 

At the end of each message there is the repetitious phrase, “He who has 

an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Why is this 

important? 

 

Each message itself follows a pattern: 

1. Commendation – something _____________ – except for Sardis and 

Laodicea. 

2. Condemnation – something _____________ - except for Smyrna and 

Philadelphia. 

3. Counsel – something commanded. 

4. Caution – something warned – except for Smyrna and Philadelphia. 

5. Blessing for the “overcomers” in each church!  Note that this is also true 

for _____________________. 

 

Notice some differences between the church epistles and the book of 

Revelation:  
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1. The Church at Ephesus – 2:1-7 – The ______________ of the seven 

cities and churches.  This church had a prominent history in Acts 19-20. 

What is emphasized about Christ in 2:1? ____________________ 

This church was commended for their toil, perseverance, but mainly for 

their view on ________________ or orthodoxy (2:2-3). 

The church was condemned for leaving their first _______________.  What 

was this first love?  Ephesians 1:15-16 may be an indication.  What did 

they love in the previous generation in the church at Ephesus? 

 

The church was commanded to remember their history, repent, and do 

what they should have done all along, their first love.  If they did not, then 

they were cautioned that their lampstand would be removed.  What does 

this mean? 

 

 

The church was commended for hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans.  This 

group advocated living with no “laws” that would inhibit living for pleasure.  

They are also believed to be forerunners of church hierarchy (ruling classes 

as in the Catholic Church).  This comes from the origin of the word which 

means “conqueror of the people.”  (Nikos – victory, conquer and laos – 

people). 

 

The promise given in 2:7 is an eschatological promise.  Those who 

overcome – see 1 John 5:5 – are all believers.  The promise is access to 

the tree of life!  When was this access taken away from mankind? 

  

2. The Church at Smyrna – 2:8-11 – The ______________ of the seven 

letters.  The name of the city, Smyrna, means “myrrh,” an ordinary 

perfume. It was also used in the anointing oil of the tabernacle, and in 

embalming dead bodies (cf. Ex. 30:23; Ps. 45:8; Song 3:6; Matt. 2:11; Mark 

15:23; John 19:39). While the Christians of the church at Smyrna were 
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experiencing the bitterness of suffering, their faithful testimony was like 

myrrh or sweet perfume to God.1 

What is emphasized about Christ in 2:8? ____________________ 

This church receives no condemnation from the Lord!  It is interesting to 

note that Ephesus does not exist today.  Smyrna, which is now called Izmir, 

is still a thriving coastal city. 

This city suffered both _____________ and persecution from the Jews of 

that city.  Notice what the Lord says about their poverty.  How are they 

rich?  How are we rich? 

 

There is a two-fold promise to those who overcome: 

 

 

3. The Church at Pergamum – 2:12-17 – Pergamum was a large city that 

was filled with idolatry and paganism.  Pergamum was famous for its 

university with a library of about 200,000 volumes, and for manufacturing 

parchment resulting in a paper called pergamena. 

What is emphasized about Christ in 2:12? ____________________  The 

Sword is God’s Word. 

These Christians were commended for being ________________ in a 

wicked city.  Anitpas – which means “against all” – took a stand against the 

worldly philosophy that was there.  Tradition says that he was boiled alive 

inside a bronze bull during Domitian’s reign.   

However, they were condemned by the Lord for allowing ____________ 

doctrine into the church.  This false doctrine led to ________________ 

living (2:14-15).  

 

 
 1 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 934. 
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What was the promise given by the Lord?  

 

 

4. The Church at Thyatira – 2:18-29 – The _______________ of the seven 

messages.  It was the _____________ of the cities (compare Acts 16:14 – 

Lydia).  This city was known for its wool and dyeing industry. 

 

Here is the only time that we read “the Son of God” in Revelation.  In other 

places in Revelation, Jesus calls Himself “Son of man.” 

 

They are commended for their deeds, love, faith, ministry, and 

perseverance.  Notice that their Christian life was _______________.  The 

Christian life of Ephesus was decreasing. 

 

They are condemned for allowing _______________________ into the 

church.  False teachers bring with them _______________ living. 

 

John makes a sharp contrast between those who believe false doctrine and 

those who hold fast to the truth.  Even in the best of churches there are 

those who are following error. 

 

What is the promise for those who are overcoming the false doctrine? 

 

MANNA – John 6; WHITE STONE – APPROVED 
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