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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 3 

 

Revelation 3 covers the last three of the seven churches that Jesus Christ 

is addressing.  Remember that all seven churches were existing in the time 

of John.  The truths that John recorded are applicable to churches today.  

No church is perfect!  There are _________________ issues in local 

churches, because they are filled with _________________ people. 

 

5. The Church at Sardis – 3:1-6 – An effectively dead church! 

 

This church was filled with spiritual deadness and ________________.  

While it is clear that there were Christians in this church (as in all seven 

churches), there was no spiritual life in it!   

This church and the church at Laodicea were the only two that Jesus did 

not give a real commendation.  That does not mean that it was all 

_______________.  Every church has good and bad in it! 

 

3:1 – Notice the similarity between this address and the address to the 

church at Ephesus.  However, the difference is that this one has a 

reference to the Holy Spirit, the “Seven Spirits of God.”  In a church that is 

spiritually dead, the Holy Spirit is needed to restore life.  This is the proper 

use of the word _____________________. 

 

3:2-3 – The things that remain – those good things the church was doing in 

the past that need to be restored.  Jesus stated that the work the church 

was supposed to do had not been completed.  There is still work that needs 

to be done in every church. 

The encouragement to the church at Sardis was to ___________________ 

their history.  We cannot live in the past, but we certainly can learn from it.  
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There are times in which Christians need to repent, change their minds 

about the circumstances they are in and bring about change! 

 

3:4-5 - Notice the point of these verses: There was a remnant of believers 

in that church who were living for the Lord.  Those who have overcome (1 

John 5:5) are believers in Christ.  The same as in all seven messages. 

These “overcomers” have a promised blessing.  Jesus said that He will not 

erase their names from the book of life.  In the Greek language, this is a 

_______________ negative.  “I will never, ever erase your name from the 

book of life.”  The promise is a reference to the eternal life that God gives 

us at the moment of salvation. 

 

3:7-13 – The Church at Philadelphia – The Open Door Church 

The Greek word Philadelphia means “brotherly love.”  The word is used six 

times of Christians (Rom. 12:10; 1 Thess. 4:9; Heb. 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22; 2 

Peter 1:7 – twice) and two times as a place name (Rev. 1:11; 3:7). 

 

3:7 – Jesus addresses Himself as “He who is holy, who is true, who has the 

key of David…”  This key of David may be a reference to Isaiah 22:22 

where Eliakim was given the key to the house of David who then had 

access to all the wealth of the king!  Jesus holds in His hands the wealth of 

His Father!  He will ________________ those who faithfully live for Him (1 

Cor. 3:10-15).  Jesus is sovereign in what He does. 

 

3:8 – Jesus placed before them an open door.  This open door is a door of 

_________________ (1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 3:4).  The fact that this 

church had “little strength” or “a little power” may refer to the church having 

small numbers of people.  God still provides ample opportunity for small 

churches or small groups of believers to have an impact in ministry. 

How is this possible?  When Christians are faithful to the Lord and obedient 

to _____________________, then anything is possible in ministry. 
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3:9-12 – Christ’s promises to the church. 

 

3:9 – The church’s enemies will pay homage (Isa. 60:14; Phil. 2:10-11).  

This will probably happen at the _________________________________. 

 

3:10 – The church is exempted from the ______________________.  The 

Greek phrase τηρήσω ἐκ τῆς ὥρας (tērēsō ek tēs horas) – “I will keep you 

out of the hour…”  This is a strong indication that the Lord will rapture the 

Church out of the world before the Tribulation begins. 

 

Three reasons in Revelation for a pre-tribulation rapture: 

1. Rev. 3:10 – ek – out of.  God will keep the Church out of the time. 

2. The Church is not mentioned in Tribulation material in Rev. 4-18. 

3. The book strongly implies that the Church is in heaven during the 

Tribulation.  Rev. 4:1-11 – these people are clothed in white robes in their 

bodies.  What group of believers would be already resurrected and judged 

at this point? 

 

What will the church be kept out of according to 3:10? 

 

 

Who will be left in that hour? 

 

 

3:11-12 – The promise made to “overcomers.” For those who have held 

fast to what they have (the Word and His name – 3:8) are promised a home 

in heaven. 

 

GREAT WHITE THRONE – REV. 20 

TRIBULATION 

THE TIME (HOUR) OF TESTING 

THOSE WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH 
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3:14-22 – The Church at Laodicea – The Lukewarm Church 

 

Many people believe that this message is proof that Christians can lose 

their salvation.  Not so!  There is no reference in this message (or any of 

the seven) that deals with salvation.  Salvation is assumed in the word 

church.  Therefore, one cannot assert that these have lost salvation.  

However, here as in the message to the church at Sardis, there is no 

commendation given to this church. 

 

3:14 – Here Jesus addresses Himself in such as way that points to His 

divinity, to His trustworthiness.  This is seen in His honest approach with 

the Laodicean believers. 

 

3:15-16 – This church was lukewarm.  It was neither on fire for the Lord, 

nor was it completely spiritually dead.  It was just _______________.  This 

made the Lord __________________ at them to the point that He wanted 

to vomit. 

Please note that there is nothing in this passage that says these believers 

are no longer saved.  You cannot base loss of salvation on this church!  

See 3:19. 

 

3:17-18 – What was the issue with the Laodicean church?  They were 

financially _____________, but spiritually _____________.  This is the 

exact opposite of which church? ______________________ (2:9).  Riches 

will often blind people of their true spiritual situation. 

Here, Jesus is telling them to make changes to their lives in order to be 

what He wants them to be.  Laodicea was known for banking, production of 

wool, and for medicines. Jesus said to buy “refined gold.” See 1 Cor. 3:10-

15).  Laodicea was known for producing a black wool.  Jesus said “white 

garments,” indicative of a cleansed life.  He also mentioned eye salve 

which was produced in Laodicea.  The Christian there needed to see 

clearly to change their lives. 
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3:19-21 – Notice the reference to those whom the Lord loves.  Discipline 

only comes to those whom the Lord loves, His children.  (See Heb. 12:4-

11.)  It is amazing to think that Jesus had to stand on the outside of His 

own church!  How gracious and loving it is that He wants to be inside! 

For those believers who want Jesus on their lives, He will gladly sit down 

and dine with them.  In the Middle Eastern context, sharing a meal with one 

another is the highest form of __________________.  It is a clear indication 

of the _____________________ that is already between the Laodicean 

believers and Christ. 

The further blessing is that these believers will rule with Christ in the 

Millennium.  See Rev. 20:1-6. 
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