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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 6 

 

Revelation 6 is the __________________ of the Tribulation judgments.  

There are various views as to the timing of these judgments.  Do they begin 

at the start of the Tribulation or do they begin at the _________________ 

of the Tribulation? 

Most conservative commentators that are like minded as Riverview Baptist 

Church contend that the seal judgments begin _______________ in the 

first half of the Tribulation (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:7 – the Tribulation is divided 

in halves).  John Walvoord, for example, believes that the __________ 

seal, the trumpet, and bowl judgments relate more to last half.1  The 

majority of conservative scholars view the seal and trumpet judgments to 

be started at least in the first half. 

 

There are some significant similarities between Matthew 24 and Revelation 

6-7.  Walvoord outlines these similarities in the following chart: 

 

Matthew 24 Revelation 6-7 
  
False Christs (24:4-5) The rider on the white horse (6:1-2) 
Wars & rumors of wars (24:6-7a) The rider on the red horse (6:3-4) 
Famine (24:7b) The rider on the black horse (6:5-6) 
Famines and plagues (24:7b; 
compare Luke 21:11 

The rider on the pale horse (6:7-8) 

Persecution and martyrdom (24:9-
10) 

Martyrs (6:9-11) 

Terrors and great cosmic signs 
(24:29; compare Luke 21:11 

Terror (6:12-17) 

Worldwide preaching of the gospel 
(24:14) 

Ministry of the 144,000 (7:1-8) 

 

 
 1 John F. Walvoord, Revelation (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2011), 120. 
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What does this similarity tell us about interpreting Scripture, especially 

prophecy? 

 

There are also clear shifts between Earth and Heaven in the rest of the 

book: 

Earth Rev. 1-3 
Heaven Rev. 4-5 
Earth Rev. 6:1-8 
Heaven Rev. 6:9-11 
Earth Rev. 6:12-17 
Heaven Rev. 7:1-8:6 
Earth Rev. 8:7-11:14 
Heaven Rev. 11:15-12:4 
Earth Rev. 12:5-14:20 
Heaven Rev. 15:1-8 
Earth Rev. 16-18 
Heaven Rev. 19:1-10 
Earth Rev. 19:11-20:10 
Heaven Rev. 20:11-22:21 

 

What does this shifting back and forth tell us? 

 

Chapter 6 is the _________________ Judgments Chapter! 

 

The Seven Seal Judgments 
  
First Seal (6:1-2) White Horse: Antichrist 
Second Seal (6:3-4) Red Horse: War 
Third Seal (6:5-6) Black Horse: Famine 
Fourth Seal (6:7-8) Pale Horse: Death and Hell 
Fifth Seal (6:9-11) Martyrs in Heaven 
Sixth Seal (6:12-17) Universal Upheaval & Devastation 
Seventh Seal (8:1-2) The Seven Trumpets 

 

SEAL 
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First Seal (6:1-2) – White Horse: Antichrist 

This is the beginning of _________________________ (Dan. 9:24-27). 

The white horse was used in ancient times for victory processions.  A 

conquering ruler would ride into the capitol city on a white horse in 

celebration. 

The identity of this rider is questioned by some.  There are some who hold 

that this individual is _________________.  This is not the best view in light 

of the contrast that are in Revelation 19:11-16.  That rider on a white horse 

is clearly Jesus Christ. 

The most likely identity of the rider here in the first seal is the one spoken of 

in Daniel 9:26, the “prince who is to come.”  This would be the 

______________.  His identity is not revealed until the middle of the 

Tribulation when he sets himself up in the Temple to be worshipped as a 

god (Rev. 11, 13). 

This individual is pictured as having a __________, but no ____________.  

This is a symbol of ______________.  He also had a crown (στέφανος – 

stephanos). This type of crown indicates victory or reward. 

 

Second Seal (6:3-4) – Red Horse: War 

The second horse and its rider are depicted as red, the color of 

____________.  This judgment removed peace from the earth.  The 

imagery here is that of a great sword, a weapon of war.  In this judgment, 

____________ will wage war on one another. The level of destruction is 

not indicated. 

 

Third Seal (6:5-6) – Black Horse: Famine 

This is a natural result of war throughout history.  Famine typically follows 

war.  The rider of this horse is indicated to have a _______________ or 

scale in his hand. This is an indication of famine (Ezek. 4:16-17; Lam. 

4:8,9; 5:10).  The reference to money in this judgment is equivalent to a 

day’s wage (Matt. 20:1-16). 
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The measure of grain is about what one soldier would eat in a day.  Wheat 

was considered a better food than barley. At the time of John’s writing, the 

same day’s wage would have purchased 10 quarts of wheat or 30 quarts of 

barley.  The scarcity of food during this time caused great 

________________ of cost. 

The voice in 6:6 is that of ___________.  He calls for the famine (2 Kings 

8:1; Jer. 16:4; Haggai 1:11; 2:16, 17).  The instruction not hurt the oil and 

wine does not lessen the severity of the famine, but it may indicate the gap 

between poverty and wealth. 

 

Fourth Seal (6:7-8) – Pale Horse: Death and Hell 

The description of this horse and rider is that of “pale” or “ashen” in color.  

The word is in Greek is χλωρός (chloros - chlorine is derived from this 

word).  The word is an adjective, a pale green-yellow-gray color.  The same 

word is used in 8:7 and 9:4 to describe the color of vegetation.  Here this 

color depicts death. 

The rider’s name is Θάνατος (Thanatos) – or death.  Following after this 

rider is ________________, the place of the dead.  Death claims the 

____________ and Hades claims the _______________ of those who die.  

This judgment is carried out through four means: war, hunger, disease, and 

wild beasts.  All of these would be the natural end result of the previous two 

judgments. 

 

Fifth Seal (6:9-11) – Martyrs in Heaven 

Notice that the scene changes from Earth to Heaven.  Some believe that 

this is referring back the martyrs of the _____________ Church.  However, 

this cannot be the case.  Why?  These martyrs are praying _____________ 

their persecutors are still __________________.  Therefore, these must be 

from the early part of the Tribulation. 

These martyrs are both ______________ and ________________.  They 

are encouraged to wait until the fellow servants (Gentiles) and their 

brethren (Jews) are also killed for their faith. 
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There is a possible issue with the white robes in 6:11. Does this mean 

there is an intermediate ______________ between death and resurrection?  

 

 

Why did these believers die? ____________________________________ 

 

Sixth Seal (6:12-17) – Universal Upheaval & Devastation 

In the previous five judgments, the devastation is mainly from 

_____________ activity and the consequences that follow.  However, in 

this judgment, ________________ intervenes with six catastrophic events 

(see also Isa. 34:4; Joel 2:30-31; Matt. 24:29). 

 1. The first universal earthquake. 

 2. The sun is affected. 

 3. The moon is affected. 

 4. The “stars” fell from the sky – meteorites. 

 5. The sky or “heaven” was opened for a moment. 

 6. _____________ mountain and island was moved. 

 

Are all of these events literal? How do we know? How do the people on the 

earth respond? 

 

 

This literal nature of these events is seen in Matt. 24:27; Mk. 13:8; Luke 

21:11; Haggai 2:21-22. 

 

We will study the Seventh Seal (8:1-2) when we get to the Seven 

Trumpets. 
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YES!  THE PEOPLE ON EARTH HID THEMSELVES AND SOUGHT DEATH. 


