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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 1 
 

I. Salutation and Statement of Theme, 1:1–17 

A. Greeting, 1:1–7 

Notice Paul’s usual type of greeting.  In ancient times, the writer of a letter started with 

his identity and the recipients of the letter. 

 

Paul refers to himself as a ______________ and as an ________________.  Both of 

which he puts into the context of the gospel.  The word is εὐαγγέλιον (euangelion) – 

“good news.”  The word “gospel” is used about 100 times in the New Testament.  The 

majority of the times it is used is in reference to the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Christ (1 Cor. 15:3-4).  Paul uses the word “gospel” in Romans ten times (Rom. 1:1, 9, 

15, 16; 2:16; 11:28; 15:16, 19, 20: 16:25. 

 

The gospel was promised through the prophets in the holy Scriptures.  This is a clear 

reference to the Old Testament.  We have to keep in mind that the early church did not 

have the entire Bible like we do today. 

 

Paul’s ministry of the gospel was first to the _____________, but then he ministered 

mainly to the _________________ (Acts 13:46).  His heart for his own people will be 

openly displayed in chapters 9-11. 

 

So, this epistle is written to the church at Rome, which was predominately comprised of 

Gentile believers. 

 

B. Paul’s Interest, 1:8–15 

 

Paul had not yet visited Rome at the point of his writing this epistle.  So, Paul shares 

some of his heart concerning the believers that he had not met.  Notice the testimony 

that the Roman believers had: 
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What did Paul do for other Christians at Rome and other places? (Rom. 1:8-10; 1 Cor. 

1:4; Eph. 1:16; Phil. 1:3-4; Col. 1:3; 1 Thess. 1:2)  

 

What did Paul desire to do for the church at Rome? (1:11-12) 

 

So, in each of the four times that Paul uses the word “gospel” in Romans 1, how does 

he use the word? 

1:1 - _____________________________________ 

1:9 - _____________________________________ 

1:15 - ____________________________________ 

1:16 - ____________________________________ 

 

C. Theme, 1:16–17 

What Paul expresses here is a statement of great personal, theological, and historical 

importance! 

 

The phrase in 1:17, “from faith to faith,” is an interesting Greek construction.  It is an 

emphasis on ________________________. 

 

ἐκ … εἰς … : (an idiomatic frame, literally ‘from … to …’) a degree of 

totality emphasizing exclusiveness or the elimination of other 

possibilities—‘completely, entirely, exclusively a matter of.’ δικαιοσύνη γὰρ 

θεοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ ἀποκαλύπτεται ἐκ πίστεως εἰς πίστιν ‘for God’s 

righteousness is revealed in it as exclusively a matter of faith’ or ‘the way 

God has put people right with himself is revealed in it as a matter of faith 

from beginning to end’ Ro 1:17; οἷς μὲν ὀσμὴ ἐκ θανάτου εἰς θάνατον, οἷς 

δὲ ὀσμὴ ἐκ ζωῆς εἰς ζωήν ‘on the one hand, to those (who are being lost) 

it is a stench which is completely a matter of death, but to those (who are 

being saved) it is a fragrance which is completely a matter of life’ 2 Cor 

2:16.1 

 
 1 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: 

Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 691. 
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In other words, God has revealed His righteousness entirely through faith in the Gospel.  

It is that faith that guides a Christians entire life (or at least it should). 

 

II. Righteousness Needed; Condemnation, Sin, 1:18–3:20 

Here begins Paul’s his argument, his indictment that all mankind is in sinful 

condemnation and in need of God’s righteousness.  Ultimately, no human being (apart 

from Christ) is without sin.  All human beings have the same need for salvation! 

 

A. The Condemnation of the Gentile, 1:18–32 

“God never condemns without just cause. Here three bases are stated for His judgment 

of the pagan world.”2 

 

Dr. Witmer cites three areas that show just cause for God’s condemnation in this 

passage: 

 1. For suppressing God’s truth. 

 

 2. For ignoring God’s revelation. 

 

 3. For perverting God’s glory. 

 

 

1. The cause of the condemnation: willful ignorance, 1:18–23 

Here Paul lays out the fact that man is condemned because ____________ was given 

to man, but man _______________ the truth that was given. 

 

Consider what Psalm 19:1-6 states: 

 

 

 
 2 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 
Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 442. 
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When man rejected what God revealed, it led man to a downward spiral: 

 

 

 

2. The consequences of condemnation: divine abandonment, 1:24–32 

 

“God gave them over” – God gives people the authority to do what they want.  This 

phrase is repeated three times in this passage (1:24, 26, 28). 

 

παραδίδωμι (paradidōmi): to hand over to or to convey something to someone, 

particularly a right or an authority—‘to give over, to hand over.’ 

 

Along with the freedom that God gives to man to choose to do what is desired, He also 

gives man the consequences that follow (Gal. 6:7). 

 

 

The main result is that sin brings impurity to the body which I say is spiritual and 

physical (1:24). 
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As part of the downward spiral of sin, man turned to worshipping that which God 

created, animals (1:23) which Paul contrasts to the Creator (1:25). 

 

 

In 1:26-27, God allowed the perversion of sexuality to go against the created order of 

male and female. 

 

 

 

In 1:28-32, Paul gives four areas of active sin and seventeen specific examples of sin, 

all of which goes back to having a depraved mind (opposite of that which is right). 

 

1:29a – Four areas – unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, and evil 

 

 

1:29b-31 – Seventeen specific sins 

 

 

 

 

 

1:32 – Here Paul indicates that a pattern of sinful life, an indication of an unsaved life, 

comes even though there is knowledge that it is wrong in God’s eyes and deserves 

death.  Not only do men practice such a lifestyle, but also approve of others doing the 

same. 
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The Seven Essential Attributes of God: 

Omnipotence: God is able to do anything that He wills to do. 

Omniscience: God knows all things, including all possibilities. 

Omnipresence: God is everywhere all the time. 

Eternality: God is eternal. 

Immutability: God never changes. 

Infinity: God is without end. 

Transcendence: God is not bound by His creation. 

 

The Moral Attributes of God: 

Holiness: God is without sin. 

Truth: God cannot lie and will always be truthful. 

Love: God always wants what is best for man. 

Righteousness: God always does right. 

Justice: God is appropriate in His judgments. 

Merciful: God does not give that which is deserved. 

Gracious: God gives that which is not deserved. 

 

 


