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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 13 
 

Tonight, we will look further into our duty as Christians as Paul presents 

certain aspects of our everyday lives.  In chapter 12, Paul speaks to our 

relation to ourselves, to the church, and to society at large.  Here in chapter 

13, he refers to our relation to government. 

 

VI. Righteousness Practiced; Application, Service, 12:1–15:13 

            D. In Relation to Government, 13:1–14 

 

Chapter 12 is the shortest chapter in the book of Romans.  There is no 

question as to Paul’s context here.  The issue is in reference to 

government.  It should be noted that this book was written during the time 

when Rome was ruled by Nero (54 to 68 A.D.). 

 

Nero was not a friend to Christianity!  In fact, he was a great persecutor of 

Christians.  This make the content of this chapter even more important.  

This chapter is the shortest in Romans, but it is the longest passage on the 

subject in the New Testament.  Compare 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3:1; 1 

Peter 2:13-17. 

 

There is a tension in the lives of Christians in the early church and even 

today.  We are indeed citizens of _________ worlds, earth and heaven 

(Phil 3:20; Col. 1:13)!  We cannot deny the reality of both! 

 

We as Christians should prove to be good examples for God and the 

people here on earth!  We might refer to this as our ________________.  

How does God see us in our time here on earth?  How do people here see 

us? 
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Romans 13:1-4 – Every person is to be in subjection (to fall under 

someone’s authority) to government leaders for the following reasons: 

 

1. God is the One who _______________ governments.  God sets them up 

and God tears them down.  See Daniel 4:17, 25, 34-35 – Old Neb! 

 

2. To not be in subjection is to oppose the ______________ of God.  This 

brings ___________ judgment and possibly ____________ judgment. 

 

3. Rulers are supposed to be advocating that which is __________ and not 

that which is ___________.  Doing that which is good will bring praise from 

government and not punishment.   

 

4. Government rulers are God’s ______________ (διάκονος – servant).  

God uses government for His purpose.  Question: what is God’s purpose 

for government?  Consider the book of Judges and the “cycle of Judges.” 

 

God uses government to punish __________!  This is an important point to 

remember! 

 

Romans 13:5-7 – Subjection means more than just obedience.  It also 

means supporting the government through ____________.  If government 

rulers are in place for God’s purpose, then they should be supported to 

allow them to do what God intends. 

 

Do you remember what Jesus said in Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:17, and 

Luke 20:25?  “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to 

God the things that are God’s.” 
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So, when is it appropriate to disobey the government?  Thankfully, God 

gives us clear examples in Scripture from which we can gain 

______________ to help us decide.  Consider the following: 

 

1. Daniel 3 – The Fiery Furnace Chapter! 

 

2. Daniel 6 – The Den of Lions Chapter! 

 

3. Acts 4 & 5 – Early Church Persecution by the Jewish Government 

 

4. Romans 13 – When the Intent of Government is not “Good.”  

 

5. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 – “…we may lead a tranquil and quiet life…” 

 

6. Titus 3:1-2 – “…showing every consideration for all men.” 

 

The Lord expects Christians to be in subjection to governing authorities as 

long as they are doing what is ____________ and not in violation of God’s 

Word. 

 

 

Romans 13:8-10 – This section may be a separate thought from Paul as it 

does not specifically relate to government.  Although, it is clear to see the 

importance of what he is saying here. 

 

I like the way that the NIV84 translates verse 8 – “Let no debt remain 

outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 

loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.” 
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Dr. Witmer explains it in this way. “This is not a prohibition against a proper 

use of credit; it is an underscoring of a Christian’s obligation to express 

divine love in all interpersonal relationships. A Christian should never fall 

short, and so be “in debt,” in loving others (John 13:34–35; 1 Cor. 16:14; 

Eph. 5:2; Col. 3:14; 1 John 3:14, 23; 4:7, 11, 21).”1 

 

Paul uses some examples from the Ten Commandments to show the 

importance of loving others.  If one breaks any of those commandments, 

then __________ is not being shown.  Loving one another is one of the 

best ways to express _________________ to the world. 

 

Romans 13:11-14 – Paul takes things back to the main theological point of 

the book of Romans.  That is the fact of our __________ and 

__________________.  This is what makes the difference in everything we 

do! 

 

Paul is encouraging us to us the time that we have been given _________, 

not for sinful purposes, but for good!  The reality for us all is that the time of 

the ______________ of our salvation is getting closer every day! 

It is time for us “to awaken from sleep.”  The “you” in verse 11 in most 

manuscripts is plural.  Therefore, Paul is including _____________ in the 

need to “wake up!” 

 

The time is __________ for Christians to lay aside the deeds of sin and do 

that which is right!  We need to put on the armor of light (compare 

Ephesians 6).  We need to put on the Lord Jesus Christ – that is to act like 

a Christian should!  See Galatians 3:27! 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 491. 

 


