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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 14 
 

 E. In Relation to Other Believers, 14:1–15:13 

 1. Do not judge one another, 14:1–12 

 2. Do not hinder one another, 14:13–23 

 3. Do imitate Christ, 15:1–13 

 

In this chapter, Paul is continuing to explain how our __________________ 

should be practiced in relation to other believers.  He uses an example that 

was apparently an issue in the local church at Rome: eating or not eating 

certain foods.  This “issue” led to a problem! 

 

That problem was one of judgment.  The New Testament has much to say 

about “judging” others.  We must keep in mind that the New Testament 

teaches that we are time when we should judge others and there are times 

when should not judge others.   

 

In Matthew 7:1-5, Jesus teaches that we should not judge 

___________________.  In John 7:24, Jesus teaches us to not judge 

according to appearance, but rather judge _________________ judgment.  

In 1 Corinthians 2:15, Paul teaches us that spiritual Christians “judge all 

things…” 

 

Remember this!  There is no strict prohibition against judgment in the New 

Testament.  There are great warnings and guidelines as to how it should be 

done biblically.  Always consider the ________________ of the Scriptures! 
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Romans 14:1-12 – Consider the one who is weak in faith… 

 

In the local church at Rome, there were some believers who ate meat and 

some who were vegetarians.  Paul does not give any ______________ for 

this in this context.  (Compare with 1 Corinthians 8 and 10:23-30 where 

Paul does give a reason in that context.) 

 

This issue here is not whether it is right to be a meat-eater or vegetarian. 

The issue is how believers _______________ one another.  The Greek 

word here is διάκρισις (diacrisis) – “to dispute with someone on the basis of 

different judgments – to dispute, to debate about, contention, dispute.” 

 

Each and every Christian is ________________ and has different 

__________.  That is, in my opinion, acceptable to God.  What we as 

Christians should not do is look ________________ on someone else just 

because we do not agree.  No one is superior to another! 

 

The Greek word is ἐξουθενέω (exoutheneō) – “to despise someone or 

something on the basis that it is worthless or of no value – ‘to despise.’”  

We as Christians should not look down upon someone simply because we 

do not agree.  Compare with Luke 18:9 and Col. 2:16. 

 

Notice that Paul states, “For God has accepted him.”  God accepts all who 

come to Him!  

 

The point that Paul is making in this context is concerning those areas that 

the __________________ do not address.  While the Bible is very clear on 

most issues, there are those areas that are not specifically addressed. 
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Paul uses another illustration: special days or holidays.  See Colossians 

2:16. Paul was not concerned with either view as far as instruction, but 

rather that each person was “fully convinced in his own mind.” 

 

Paul is indicating that each person must know what his position is and why 

he believes that position regarding these areas that are nor specifically 

addressed. 

 

Each individual believer is accepted by the Lord! For believers, this is true 

regardless of opinion.  Each one is accountable to the Lord Himself and 

should be confident in one’s beliefs.   

 

“A believer’s individual accountability to the Lord in every area and 

experience of life is paramount. Each Christian in both life and death is 

seen by the Lord, and is accountable to Him, not to other Christians. So, 

whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.”1 

This is something that each believer should keep in mind. In verses 9-12, 

Paul reminds of an important truth.  Christ died, was buried, and rose 

again!  This was so that we would belong to God and that He would be 

Lord! 

 

This being true should guide how we live.  There is coming a day when we 

will give an account to the Lord Jesus Christ!  This is a ______________ 

judgment. 

 

 

 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 492. 

 



79 
 

Romans 14:13-23 – Do not hinder one another in the Christian life. 

 

Paul is encouraging his readers to be mindful of how we ____________ in 

front of others.  We should avoid to something that could cause a fellow 

Christian to _______________. 

 

In the previous section, Paul warned against judging in relation to one’s 

_______________ and ______________ towards other others.  In the next 

section, Paul warns believers to both be careful how we live in our 

convictions. 

 

Paul concludes the first section and introduces a new point.  It is ok to have 

different convictions.  Each of us needs to accept this ______________.  

Paul stated his own convictions, but he was not wanting to give occasion 

for another believer to stumble. 

 

What is true in this context is a reality that there are some Christians who 

are not as spiritually _________________ as others.  We have to be 

mindful of this when we think, act, and speak to others. 

 

The Greek word “obstacle” is πρόσκομμα (proskomma) and is “an occasion 

or reason for taking offense - something to cause offense, what causes 

someone to be offended, offense.”  Is also used in 2 Corinthians 6:3. 

 

The Greek word for “stumbling block” is σκάνδαλον (skandalon) and is “that 

which causes offense and thus arouses opposition - ‘what causes offense, 

offense.’”  It is also used in 1 Corinthians 1:23 and Galatians 5:11. 

 

We have to be careful to stand on our convictions, but also live in a way 

that does not cause other to be offended and possibly lead them to sin. 
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Consider what Paul is teaching here.  We have to be careful of how we 

communicate, even when we are ______________.  Keep in mind that the 

context of this passage is over the issue of ______________ and not 

_______________. 

 

In this context, we are reminded that we all have our own convictions 

before God.  Some we will agree on and some we will not.  What is Paul’s 

warning here? 

 

“The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God.”  It is 

therefore wrong to force what I believe onto someone else.  If I do so, I 

have condemned myself “by that which I approve.”  It is also wrong for me 

to allow someone else to force their belief on me. 

 

So, if someone who goes against their own convictions or “doubts” and 

follows after something they do not believe, they are also condemned.  

Whatever is done or not done apart from faith (or conviction)… is sin.” 

 


