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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 2 
 

II. Righteousness Needed; Condemnation, Sin, 1:18–3:20 

In this passage, Paul continues to develop the argument that all mankind is sinful and in 

need of righteousness.  In this next division, he indicates that those who think they are 

_______________ than others are not any different at all. 

 

B. The Condemnation of the Moralist, 2:1–16 

 

The previous section (1:18-32) condemned the world for turning away from God.  This 

was more of a blanket statement that applies to all. In this section, 2:1-16, Paul is 

addressing those who believe they are on a higher moral level. 

We can all agree that there are exceptions when it comes to the morality.  There are 

many unsaved individuals who live a relatively moral life.  As Whitmer states, “Everyone 

in the entire human race has turned away from God and commits sins even though 

there are differences of frequency, extent, and degree.”1 

The argument that Paul will make is that both Jew and Gentile, even though both 

thought they were better than the other, are equally guilty of sin.  This is evident in the 

manner that each __________________ the other. 

Please note something here: judgment is not entirely forbidden in the New Testament.  

As a matter of fact, we are commanded to make judgments. (John 7:24 – judge 

righteous judgment; Matt. 7:1-5 – judge without hypocrisy; 1 Cor. 2:6-16 – spiritual 

judgment; Gal. 6:1 – Spiritual Christians ministering to those in sin.) 

 

What are some examples of appropriate judgment?  Inappropriate judgment? 

 

 

 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 444. 
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Here, Paul gives three criteria or standards for God’s judgment.  These are not the 

entirety of God’s standards, but the ones Paul is using to make his point. 

1. ___________________ - 2:2-4 

 

This is one area where hypocrisy has no place.  The standard of God’s truth is 

consistent across all people.  Since there is an absolute standard of truth (God and His 

Word), then absolute judgment from God is justified.  Since this is true, then no one is 

excused from God’s judgment. 

 

 

2. ___________________ - 2:5-11 

 

Notice that God does not render judgment differently for a Jew or a Gentile.  The main 

point of this passage is to show that all people are judged by God based on their 

continual lifestyle.  Since all people live a lifestyle, either good or bad, then judgment is 

both impartial and justified. 

 

 

3. _________________________ - 2:12-16  

 

The fact remains that Jesus is God’s example for mankind.  That is what all people 

need to use as their example!  It is God’s clear desire that we as believers are to be like 

His Son (Rom. 8:28-29).  Since there is a knowable standard, then judgment according 

to this standard is justified. 

 

 

C. The Condemnation of the Jew, 2:17–3:8 

Paul now turns to the condemnation of the Jewish people, of which he was one (Phil. 3).  

Paul understood the sinful condition of himself!  He relates that throughout his writings.  

However, Paul is developing his argument to include all humanity: pagans, moralists, 

and religious Jews. 
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2:17-20 – “But if you bear the name “Jew”…” – In the Greek language, this phrase is a 

“first class conditional statement” – which means that the conditional statement is 

assumed to be true.  “Since you are called a Jew…” 

 

Paul uses eight specific examples of ways the Jews thought they were superior to 

Gentiles: 

 1. The Jews relied on the Law. 

 2. The Jews bragged about their “relationship” with God. 

 3. The Jews know the will of God. 

 4. The Jews approve what is superior compared to others beliefs. 

 5. The Jews are instructed from the Law of Moses. 

 6. The Jews are convinced of and believed in certain ideas that made them 

 superior to Gentiles. 

 7. The Jews were “a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a 

 corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature.” 

 8. The Jews were teachers (2:21). 

 

2:21-24 – In this section, Paul charges the “Jews” with hypocrisy and guilt!  They 

claimed to be superior, but in reality, they were just as guilty of being sinful.  They not 

only failed to obey the Law, they also failed to point the world to the Lord! 

 

 

2:23 - The Jew, if they were honest about it, would have to admit not being able to obey 

it fully.  They bragged about the Law!  But in not obeying it fully, they are actually 

dishonoring the Lord! 

 

 

2:24 - The fact that the Jews were supposed to point the world to the Lord and failed, it 

caused the Gentiles to blaspheme against God (see Isa. 52:5; Ezek. 36:20ff; 2 Pet. 2:2). 
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2:25-29 – This passage deals with the idea that the Jews relied on the ceremonial rite of 

circumcision as a special standing with God. 

 

Circumcision was established by God as a sign of the covenant relationship between 

God and Abraham and all of his decedents (Gen. 17).  God took this commandment 

pretty seriously!  Remember Moses in Exodus 4:18-26. 

 

In 2:25, Paul makes the point that circumcision is an act of obedience for the ones who 

were living out the Law.  I like how Dr. Whitmer explains this: 

Circumcision has value if you observe (“are practicing”) the Law. 

Conversely, if you break the Law (and they did), you have become as 

though you had not been circumcised. In the Greek this second part of 

verse 25 is interesting: “If you are a lawbreaker, your circumcision has 

become a foreskin.” In other words a Jewish lawbreaker is just like a 

Gentile lawbreaker; the Jews’ rite of circumcision counts for nothing.2 

 

The opposite of that description is also true!  If a Gentile, to whom the Law was not 

given, keeps the Law’s requirements, then are they not like the “religious Jews.”  The 

answer is “Yes!” – 2:26-27. 

 

2:28-29 – The last two verses are a summary of 2:17-27.  What should be the proper 

attitude toward God’s Word (for the Jew, the Law), is one of inward belief, not just 

outward ritual. 

 

 
 2 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 447.  

 


