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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 4 
 

Now that Paul has presented his case that righteousness comes through 

faith alone (3:21-31), he uses ___________________ as an illustration of 

his point (4:1-25).  The concept that righteousness comes through faith is 

not something new. 

 

B. The Illustration of Righteousness, 4:1–25 

1. Abraham’s faith was apart from works, 4:1–8 

 

“What then shall we say…?” – Paul uses this question format six times in 

Romans (4:1; 6:1; 7:7; 8:31; 9:14, 30). 

 

Here Paul mentions that Abraham was a physical “forefather.” (Only used 

here in the New Testament.)  This is a distinction from a spiritual 

fatherhood (4:11-12). 

 

4:2 – The rabbinical teaching of the day taught that Abraham had an 

excess of “merit” from which his ancestors could benefit. If this were true (it 

is not), then he could only boast about it before man, and not God. 

 

4:3 – Paul’s readers had a respect for the Word of God.  So, Paul then 

turns to what his readers knew.  He quotes what we call Genesis 15:6, 

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

 

 4:4-5 – A person who works for a salary, ______________ that which he is 

paid.  It is not a gift or a favor.  It is a wage or a salary.  Faith is the 

opposite. 
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4:7-8 – This is also true of David.  Here Paul quotes what David wrote in 

Psalm 32:1-2 about the blessing of righteousness that comes apart from 

works. 

 

2. Abraham’s faith was apart from circumcision, 4:9–12 

Paul again addresses the issue of circumcision, or more precisely, the lack 

of circumcision.  Does the blessing (4:6-8) apply to the uncircumcised as 

well? 

 

When did Abraham believe God?  Before or after circumcision? 

 

What then was the purpose of circumcision? 

 

 

3. Abraham’s faith was apart from the law, 4:13–15 

 

The Jews believed in a special standing for following the Law of Moses.  

Paul illustrates that Abraham was justified through faith long before the Law 

came into existence. 

 

4:14-15 – If those who were under the Law were “heirs” of salvation, then 

faith would be _____________________.  The Law was impossible for 

man to keep perfectly, therefore, it continuously brought wrath or judgment.  
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4. Abraham’s faith was in God, 4:16–25 

 

Now the LORD said to Abram, 
         “Go forth from your country, 
         And from your relatives 
         And from your father’s house, 
         To the land which I will show you; 
         And I will make you a great nation, 
         And I will bless you, 
         And make your name great; 
         And so you shall be a blessing; 
         And I will bless those who bless you, 
         And the one who curses you I will curse. 
         And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” (Gen. 12:1-3) 
 

 

In what manner will “all the families of the earth” be blessed through 

Abraham? 

 

4:16-17 – There is a “therefore” or “for this reason” at the beginning of 4:16.  

Paul establishes the end result of his illustration: faith, not works, brings 

spiritual life.  This faith is in accordance (kata – according to) with 

______________ that God gives life. 

 

God gives life to the dead, but what does God bring into existence in 4:17?  

The answer is in 4:18-21. 

 

4:18-21 – Here is the illustration of the object of faith being God.  God 

made a promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations.  

Against all hope, in hope Abraham believed God that he would be the 

father of many nations. 
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Consider the realities of this situation in Genesis 18.  Abraham and Sarah 

were both _________________ child bearing years (Gen. 18:11-12). 

 

Genesis 18:14 is in the same line of thinking as Romans 4:21. That which 

God has promised, God is able to do it! 

 

4:22-25 – Therefore… Abraham believed God… and it was credited to him 

as righteousness. 

 

For Paul’s readers, which are _______________________ people, the 

same justification through _________________ is for those who believe in 

Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


