
Riverview Baptist Church – Ward Harris – Ph.D. (ABD) 
 
 

31 
 

Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 6 
 
In the first five chapters of Romans, Paul develops his argument that all 

people, regardless of background, status, or belief, are sinful and need the 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  Paul also begins to describe the benefits of 

righteousness. 

 

All people have a sin nature and all have sinned!  However, the sacrificial 

Lamb of God was provided for all mankind.  His death on the Cross was 

sufficient for the eternal penalty on all mankind.  Through the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, all mankind will live eternally. 

 

Those who choose to believe in the Gospel live eternally with the Lord.  

Those who choose to reject the Gospel live eternally separated from the 

Lord in the Lake of Fire. 

 

Those who believe through ________________ in the Gospel (the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ) are justified (declared to be 

righteous) by God.  This results in eternal life in heaven! 

 

In chapters 6-8, Paul then turns to another benefit of righteousness: 

sanctification! 

 

Sanctification, in simple terms, is the state of being set apart from 

something else.  In the biblical sense, sanctification is being set apart from 

sin!  Sanctification is in a very real sense the same as being ___________. 

 

In what manner is God sanctified or holy? 
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There are three aspects of a believer’s sanctification: 

1. __________________ sanctification – This occurs the moment a person 

believes in the Lord.  For our dispensation, the moment a person believes 

in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This aspect of sanctification sets us apart 

from the __________________ of sin. 

 

2. __________________ sanctification – This is an ongoing process in 

which the believer grows in understanding and application of biblical truth!  

We as believers determine how sanctified we are in this sense.  This 

aspect of sanctification sets us apart from the ______________ of sin. 

 

3. _________________ sanctification – This aspect of sanctification sets 

us apart from the very presence of sin!  When does this occur? 

There are two prevailing views in this: 

 1. At the moment of death or the rapture (for those in this 

 dispensation). 

 2. After the Great White Throne Judgment. 

 

Toward which one do you think Pastor Ward leans pretty strongly? 

 

So, here in the next three chapters, Paul describes another major result of 

righteousness, the believer’s sanctification. 

 

Dr. John A. Whitmer comments on this passage: 

God’s provided righteousness involves more than declaring 

believers righteous on the basis of faith. In Romans the first 

clue to this fact is in 5:5: “God has poured out His love into our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” The 

presence of the Holy Spirit within believers and God’s 

reproduction of an attribute of His (His love) in believers speak 
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of their new natures and their new lives. This new kind of life, 

with the sanctifying ministry of the Holy Spirit, is now discussed 

at length by Paul in chapters 6–8.1 

 

IV. Righteousness Imparted; Sanctification, Separation, 6:1–8:39 

A. The Principles of Sanctification; The Question of License, 6:1–23 

1. Shall we continue in sin? 6:1–14 

 

We left the end of chapter 5 last week with the thought, “No matter how 

great human sin becomes, God’s grace overflows beyond it and abundantly 

exceeds it.”2  So, apparently, there was some belief in the believers at 

Rome, that in order to make God’s grace increase, sin was necessary! 

 

Paul now addresses this belief in Romans 6:1-14. What does Paul say?  Is 

it better for a person to remain in a state of sinfulness? 

 

In verses 1-10, Paul describes _____________ truth.  The fact of our life in 

Christ! 

We are _______________ with Christ!  When Christ died on the Cross, He 

did so on our behalf.  He was our substitute!  He took our place! Therefore, 

in the mind of God, we were on that cross as well, in a theological sense. 

 

In a practical sense, only believers enjoy the benefit of that theological 

truth.  Consider Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 

no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 
Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 460. 
 
 2 Ibid. 
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the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 

up for me.”  Compare this to Romans 6:6-7. 

 

Romans 6:3 – The Holy Spirit Baptism!  The moment a person believes in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit baptizes the believer into the 

_________ of Christ, the Church!  This is possible because the believer is 

identified in the death of Christ. 

 

Romans 6:4-10 – The benefits of that truth! 

1. 6:4 – We have a _________ life! 

 

2. 6:5 – Our resurrection is guaranteed! 

 

3. 6:6-7 – Our “body of sin” is overcome!  We are no longer under the 

power or authority of sin! 

 

4. 6:8-10 – The sacrifice of Jesus is complete!  We can have confidence 

that His promises are true! 

 

In verses 11-14, Paul describes __________________ truth.  Since the 

sacrifice of Christ was complete, the believer should not longer live for sin, 

rather live for the Lord!  This should bring about great _____________ in a 

believer’s life! 

 

Notice 6:12-14!  A believer should not ______________ sin to have control!  

A believer should not live a continual lifestyle of sin!  In contrast, a believer 

should live a life of ____________________!  This is possible, because sin 

is no longer our master! 
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2. Shall we continue to sin? 6:15–23 

Paul now addresses the idea that so many “Christians” have today.  Many 

“Christians” believe that since they are “saved,” they can live any old way 

they want.  Is this true? 

 

6:15-18 – Paul uses a “human” illustration that the Roman believers could 

understand, slavery.  This was a common practice of the society of that 

day.  Undoubtedly, many of the early Christians that Paul wrote to were 

indeed slaves. 

 

The question of 6:15 is simple.  Since the believer is now under grace, then 

is it acceptable to sin?  Paul’s answer – No!  Who does a believer serve?  

Sin?  Or righteousness?  The __________________ answer is in 6:17-18. 

 

Paul’s statement in 6:19 is an indication of the practical reality of the 

believers at Rome.  Apparently, they struggled in their Christian lives.  Paul 

encourages them to _______________ to be different, because the can be! 

 

In 6:20-22, Paul indicates the contrast between the unsaved life and the 

saved life. 

 

The final verse of the chapter is perhaps the most powerful!  Here is great 

contrast between sin and salvation!  That which is earned from the work, 

the ordeal, the struggle of sin is simply death!  In contrast, salvation is a gift 

freely given by God to those who believe (3:21-26)! 

 

 

 


