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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 8b 
 
As we continue our study of chapter 8, we are reminded that as sinners 

saved by grace through faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are 

sanctified, we have the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are freed from the 

bondage of sin, and we have great blessings in our lives as a result. 

 

Romans 8:18-30 – Expectant Living! – We have much to look forward to in 

the future! 

 

previous section.  The fact that we as believers will share Christ’s 

inheritance also means that we will share in Christ’s 

__________________. 

 

However, Paul’s conclusion is that the greatness of what will come will far 

outweigh the present sufferings.  This is the theme throughout this passage 

and actually throughout the entire Bible.  Life is better with ____________! 

 

Romans 8:19-22 – Here we see clearly that not only mankind was affected 

by sin.  Creation was also affected!  All of it!  Creation itself is eagerly 

waiting for change! 

 

The verb for “eagerly waits” (apekdechomai) is used seven 
times in the New Testament, each time to refer to Christ’s 
return (Rom. 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor. 1:7; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 
9:28). The revealing of the sons of God will occur when Christ 
returns for His own. They will share His glory (Rom. 8:18; Col. 
1:27; 3:4; Heb. 2:10), and will be transformed (Rom. 8:23). All 
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of nature (inanimate and animate) is personified as waiting 
eagerly for that time.1 

 

The nature of the church age saints will change at death or the Rapture.  

What will change at that time? _________________________________ 

The church age saint will not receive an _______________ body until the 

Rapture. See John 14:1-6; 1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18. 

 

In verse 20, Paul writes that the creation was subjected by God to futility – 

the word can be translated as “frustration.”  In other words, the creation is 

existing in a state that it was not intended to be.  When things are not right, 

there is frustration! 

 

Notice that creation will be set free from the effects of sin (1 Peter 3).  

When will this take place? ________________________________ 

 

Romans 8:23-25 – That which God has given to us, that is the Hoy Spirit, is 

the first fruits of our salvation.  It is like God giving us a 

____________________ on our salvation.  He is a guarantee of God’s 

promise. 

 

That reality is just a small part of the greater picture.  The gift of the Holy 

Spirit is enough of a blessing to us now, even in the midst of our groaning 

and suffering, that we can have ____________ (steadfast confidence) that 

our complete salvation will come to pass. 

 

 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 472. 

 



Riverview Baptist Church – Ward Harris – Ph.D. (ABD) 
 
 

3 
 

Romans 8:26-27 – The Holy Spirit helps us during our times of suffering! 

 

There is the reality of suffering in the Christian life.  Jesus suffered in His 

life!  We will do the same.  Jesus will receive His inheritance in the future!  

We will be joint heirs with Him.  God provides that which we need to serve 

Him! 

 

The Holy Spirit steps in and prays on our behalf.  In times of suffering, 

difficulties, problems, when we as believers do not know what to pray or 

how to pray the Holy Spirit comes along side of us (John 14-16) and 

____________ us with prayers that only He can speak. 

 

Notice that creation groans (8:22), believers groan (8:23), and the Holy 

Spirit groans (8:26).  The “He” of verse 27 is God the Father, the one who 

searches the hearts.  God the Father knows the mind of the Holy Spirit and 

that the Spirit’s intercession is according to God the Father’s will. 

 

Romans 8:28-30 – This passage is the logical conclusion of the previous 

section, 8:18-27.  All that Paul spoke about, a believer’s hope which he 

eagerly waits for – the fulfillment of our promised salvation – is pointless 

unless the end result is ______________. 

 

What does God use to bring about good in our lives?  _______________  

In our view of God’s ultimate purpose for all things, that being His 

___________, God is able to use and work through all things to bring about 

His glory and our good!  This is true for those who love God and are called 

according to His purpose. 

 

The ultimate “good” that God is continually working (the present tense of 

the verb to cause - to engage in an activity together with someone else) is 
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the completion of that ___________ that we eagerly wait for, our completed 

salvation! Consider the following: 

Ephesians 1:4 – “…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him…” 

Ephesians 5:27 – “…that He might present to Himself the church in all her 

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be 

holy and blameless.” 

Colossians 1:22 – “…yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body 

through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and 

beyond reproach…” 

Jude 24 – “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to 

make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy…” 

 

Notice the next two verses are filled with aorist tense verbs (completed 

actions). 

 

8:29 – For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 

conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 

among many brethren; 

8:30 – and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 

He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

 

God’s foreknowledge and eternal choice involved more that just 

relationship.  It also involves His goal – God determined beforehand the 

believer’s destiny – that is to become conformed into the ___________ or 

likeness of His Son. 

 

Since all believers will ultimately become conformed into the image of 

Christ (1 John 3:2), Jesus is the first fruits of that group.  This makes Him 

have the highest place among all (Col 1:18). 
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These are things that have not actually been fulfilled in one sense, but are 

considered fulfilled in the mind of God.  This is what it means to hope in the 

_______________ of God. 

 

Romans 8:31-39 – Paul now asks seven questions for which he provides 

answers.  Since God is working all things for His glory and our ultimate 

good, then these are principles in which we can have steadfast hope! 

 

1. What then shall we say to these things?   

2. If God is for us, who is against us? 

3. He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, 

how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

4. Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?  

5. Who is the one who condemns? 

6. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

7. Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 

 

Paul quotes Psalm 44:22 in verse 36.  This is to remind his readers that 

troubles will come (John 16:33).  But in all these things, we will 

overwhelmingly conquer through the Lord who loves us! 

 

Notice Paul’s conclusion to the whole matter is statement of the certainty of 

our hope!  “I am convinced!” – This is a perfect, passive form of the verb.  

Paul did not convince himself.  Rather, he was convinced by what has been 

revealed to him.  The evidence is overwhelming and without question that 

______________ can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus! 

 


