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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 9b 
 
 

Paul is now going to address a practical issue.  Since the Day of Pentecost, 

the beginning of the Church, a question has been raised.  What about the 

Jews?  What about the nation of Israel being “God’s chosen nation” in light 

of the Church?  This is a ____________________ question. 

 

The issue seems to be, “Why are the Jews (for the most part) rejecting the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ?”  Prior to this point in the book of Romans, Paul 

has established that all are in sin and need a Savior.  This includes the 

Jews!  However, the Jews are “God’s chosen nation.”  How do these truths 

relate? 

 

The Jewish people claimed a “special position” because they are the 

chosen.  This does not mean that all of the Jews were saved.  Salvation 

comes through _______________ regardless of the dispensation. 

 

Once the Church began, there was much confusion.  This is evident in the 

book of Acts.  Consider Acts 15!  What was the issue in question? 

 

In this context of Romans, Paul is addressing the reality that Jewish 

involvement in the Church was __________________ and Gentile 

involvement was __________________.  How was this right when God 

chose the nation of Israel?  The answer is found in the fact that God is 

sovereign. 

 

What does this mean? 
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These are taken from Charles Caldwell Ryrie’s, Basic Theology.1 

 

1. Omniscience. This means that God has innate knowledge of all things 

actual and possible. Thus, God’s choices were made with the greatest 

knowledge possible. 

2. Decree, design, drawing. The decree of God is His plan for everything. 

The decree contains many decrees. Decreeing and foreordaining are 

synonymous theological concepts, but they obviously emphasize the 

sovereignty facet rather than the free will aspect. The word “design” is less 

weighted toward sovereignty, while the word “drawing” seems almost 

neutral. 

Scripture teaches clearly that God’s plan includes all things (Eph. 1:11), but 

it also reveals that the degree and directness of God’s relationship to 

specific events is varied. Sometimes He directly ordains something (Deut. 

32:39; Acts 5:1–11). Almost always He works through the natural laws He 

has ordained and does not lift them to make exceptions even for believers 

(Phil. 2:30). Sometimes He decides to allow people to give full expression 

to their sinful natures almost without restraint (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). 

Sometimes He expects us simply to make choices on the basis of what 

seems right or what we desire to do (1 Cor. 10:27). 

In the light of this variety, I personally think a word other than decree could 

better express all these aspects. Design may be satisfactory. Drawing may 

be too neutral, as if God did the initial work and then gave up control. And 

yet design brings the word “architect” into view, which does serve as a 

helpful concept in this doctrine. God is the Architect of a plan, which does 

include all things but includes them in a variety of relationships. Architects’ 

plans are detailed. So is God’s plan. In the process of constructing a 

building, experts can predict that so many workers will be injured and in 

some cases that some will lose their lives. Such grim statistics are included 

in the planning of the building, and yet we would not hold the architect 

responsible for the injuries and deaths (assuming proper safety measures). 

 
 1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical 

Truth (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), 359–360. 
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Carelessness, indifference to rules, even violation of safety restrictions are 

usually the causes of accidents. But whose fault are they? The individuals 

who are careless or indifferent. So, God’s plan has been designed so that 

the responsibility for sin lies with the individual, even though God knowingly 

included sin in His plan. 

3. Sovereign, free. These synonymous words can only refer to God in the 

absolute sense. He alone is sovereign and free. Exactly how He exercises 

that sovereignty and freedom we know only through the revelation of His 

plan as discussed in the preceding paragraph. Of course, when He 

chooses to restrict Himself, that in no way makes Him less sovereign or 

free. Sovereign means supreme, and God always was, is, and will be the 

Sovereign who freely chose the plan He did. 

  

As we progress through the next three chapters, perhaps these definitions 

will help us navigate more easily. 

 

Romans 9:1-5 – Paul’s sorrow over his _________________. 

How does the new plan of salvation relate to the privileged position of the 

Jews?  What was Paul’s desire for the people of his nation, Israel?  He 

wanted them to be _______________.  This desire was so strong and 

important to Paul, that he was at the point of wishing or _______________ 

that he would be cut off, accurse from Christ for their sake. 

 

Is this at all possible?  No, but that was Paul’s heart for his people.  How 

sad it must have been for him to realize that he needed to turn away from 

the Jews and minister to the Gentiles primarily.  See Acts 18:6. 

 

Can you imagine how this had to affect Paul in his spirit?  How would this 

affect you today? 
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Notice the seven spiritual privileges that Israel had: 

 1. The adoption as sons – Compare Exodus 4:22 

 2. The divine glory – Compare Ex. 16:10; 24:17; 40:34; 1 Kings  8:11. 

 3. The covenants – Abrahamic, Palestinian, Mosaic, Davidic, and 

 New Covenants. 

 4. The receiving of the Law – Compare Deut. 5:1-22. 

 5. The Temple worship. 

 6. The Promises (including the coming of the Messiah)! 

 7. The patriarchs – Compare Matt. 1:1-16; Rom. 1:3. 

 

From all of this we can see Christ as the fulfillment!  The Messiah is what 

all of these things point to theologically.  It is no wonder that Paul could 

say, “God blessed forever!” 

 

Romans 9:6-29 – God’s sovereignty illustrated. 

 

Did the Word of God fail in His relations to the Jews?  No!  Paul reminded 

his readers that not all of Israel was saved.  Compare with Romans 2:28-

29.  Though all Jews are descendants of Abraham (seed or sperma), not all 

are children (born ones – teknon) of Abraham.  Only the “born ones” are 

spiritual children.  Some are saved and some are not! 

 

Paul uses three Old Testament illustrations of God’s sovereignty.  The first 

was Isaac and Ishmael (9:7b-9).  God could have chosen Ishmael as the 

chosen line, but He did not.  God chose Isaac to be the preferred line.  

Here there were two women and two sons.  Who was born first? 

 

The second was Jacob and Esau (9:10-13).  Here we have one woman 

and two sons!  Who was born first?  These two examples deal with the 
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spiritual line of the ________________.  Did God give any reason for His 

choice? 

 

Notice here the use of “love” versus “hate” in 9:13. This is a relative 

comparison that was used often in Hebrew literature.  It is an indication of a 

“higher choice.”  Jesus used similar comparisons in the Gospel accounts 

(Matt. 6:24; Luke 14:26; John 12:25). 

 

In 9:14, Paul anticipates a question that may be raised.  Is God unjust in 

His choice? Not at all!  God, being absolutely sovereign or free to do 

whatever He chooses!  

 

The third is outside of Israel, but none the less indicates God’s sovereignty.  

In the third illustration, Pharaoh of the Exodus is used in God’s plan.  His 

purposes are shown in His choices.  God used Pharaoh to bring about His 

plan of deliverance of the Jews from slavery in Egypt! 

 

Now, there are some theological questions in regard to this chapter that we 

will examine more next week! 

 

 


