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Sermon Series - “Thrill of Hope” Zechariah 
Link to Sermon (Here) 

 
How to use the LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. Begin with the key questions, add 
any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by deciding on 
your next steps.  Have Fun! 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
Many of you know this, or this may be new for you, but for generations — many, 
many, many generations — there was always a remnant of Jewish people who 
waited every single day for the arrival - not of Santa Claus, but of a Messiah. In 
every single generation, there was a group of people and they lived their lives 
every single day in obedience to God’s command, knowing that this could be the 
day their awaited Messiah arrives - the Thrill of Hope. But unlike the certainty of 
our Christmas morning, this went on for generation after generation after 
generation and nothing happened; 99.999% of these people who waited and 
waited and waited for the coming of the Messiah died, and there was no 
fulfillment of that promise given so many years before. 
 
Today, as your LIFE|group begins this Christmas series, I want to introduce you 
to two of those people. If you have your Bibles, we’re going to be in the book of 
Luke. Here is why this is so relevant for us: because at some point in your 
Christian experience, if you haven’t had this already, God is going to be so quiet 
and God is so inactive and God is so seemingly silent, that there will be times in 
our lives when we will look around and say, Why am I doing this God thing? Why 
am I attending, why am I serving, why am I giving, why am I believing ? Why am I 
obeying, why am I missing out, why am I not sleeping around or moving in with 
him ? Why in the world am I continuing day after day after day to live my life as if 
there is something bigger than me...  

 

 

http://www.rockcreekchurch.org/sermons/sermon/2016-12-11/the-thrill-of-hope
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And if you’ve ever had that thought, that question, or maybe you’re in one of 
those periods of doubt or struggle right now, the Christmas story is for you. In 
fact, the Christmas story around the two characters that we’re going to look at 
today in some way is your story and is my story.  
 
OVERVIEW AND QUESTION 
How does Zechariah and Elizabeth’s story relate to your life? 
Where’s the “Thrill of Hope” at Christmas? 
 
SCRIPTURE(S) 
Luke 1 
  
Discussion Questions 

● What are you looking forward to as we approach Christmas? Why? 
● What memories do you have when looking forward to Christmas morning? 
● Describe one memorable gift you received as a kid on Christmas morning? (Good or bad) 
● Have you ever held out hope for something that was seemingly never going to appear? 
● Read Luke 1:1-25 
● What Thrill of Hope were the people of Israel waiting for? 
● What would have been your reaction to Gabriel? 
● What would have been your reaction to the news he shared? 
● Gabriel told Zechariah that his prayer had been heard. Have you ever just wanted to know God 

was hearing you? Have you ever sensed or heard from Him that He hears you? 
● After all this time of waiting, over 700 years, Zechariah is told that all is about to made right, “at 

the appointed time.” 
● How does it make you feel, knowing that God has everything in control? That God has an, 

“appointed time” just for you? That He sees, understand, and has compassion on everything? 
● If you are a woman, how would you feel if you were in Elizabeth’s shoes and suddenly 

conceived? Why would you react that way? 
● Zechariah’s story, the pre-Christmas story, is a reminder that our faith in God is not misdirected. 

It is a reminder to hold out in faith lived for the Thrill of Hope. 
● How have you been tempted in the past, to throw in the towel and walk away from God because 

He is seemingly silent, uninterested, uninvolved, and not revealing Himself? 
● Where do you need to continue your longing - your wailing - your waiting - your praying? Where 

is God calling you to not give up hope? 
       

Next Step(s) & Resources: 
1. How can your LIFE|group help, encourage, pray for or keep you accountable you this week? 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/1.html

