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Life Groups—What’s the Big Deal?  
By Paul Lucks, Pastor of Care and Discipleship 
  
At Rockland, we strongly believe that God created each of us to be in 
community with others in order for Him to mold and shape us to be like 
Jesus. The apostle Paul wrote: “God knew them before he made the world, 
and he chose them to be like his Son so that Jesus would be the first-born of 
many brothers and sisters. God planned for them to be like his Son; and 
those he planned to be like his Son, he also called; and those he called, he 
also made right with him; and those he made right, he also 
glorified” (Rom.8:29-30). If we choose not to be in community with others, we 
short circuit the process of spiritual growth and ministry that God has 
designed and called us to. One of the ways we can be in community is by 
joining and participating in a small group, or what we now call Life Groups. 
 
In community, we learn what it means to confess our weakness and to 
forgive each other. In community, we discover what it means to let go of our 
self-will and to really live for others. In community, we learn true humility. 
Without community, we can become individualistic, and at times—egocentric. 
Without community, true communion with God is impossible. Since the start 
of the Christian church, Christ-followers have gathered in large groups and in 
small groups for discipleship, fellowship, worship, evangelism and ministry 
(Acts 2:46-47). 
  
Rockland has committed Life Group leaders and facilitators who will work 
diligently to create a safe and friendly environment for you to connect and 
grow in your relationship with God and others. If you are interested in 
learning more about being in a Life Group, email me at 
plucks@rockland.church. 
  

  
 

Pastor Paul at work at the Annual Church Picnic 
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Rockland Personel Announcements 
 
Just to keep you up to date on what is happening here at Rockland: 
 
We all bid farewell to our Discipleship Pastor David Brown, who has moved back to Texas to serve as 
lead pastor in his new church. We also said our farewells to Heidi Duston, choir director and worship 
leader. Our congregation hates to lose them, but wants to wish them well in their new endeavors. 
 
That leaves Rockland with some decisions.  
Pastor Jim will be involved in giving leadership over all the church, but hands-on specifically in the area 
of worship and missions (Outreach). Jim will be working closely with Ryan Lownsberry in the student 
ministry for the next season as well, especially forming a new parent team. 
Pastor Paul will be working with Caring and Discipleship. 
Pastor Lori will continue with her kids and fellowship. 
Kyle Buchanan will continue working with operations. 
 
In the meantime, Rockland is looking for a replacement for Heidi to lead the choir and help us lead 
worship.  
 
 

Rockland Church Annual Picnic 
 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;[a] 
     his mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
Delighted! Joyful! Grateful! These are just a few words that describe the essence that filled Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, August 29, during the All-Church Picnic. It was so good to see all of the generations 
gathered together as one big family. You could hear the excitement in people's voices as they greeted 
one another, quite possibly for the first time in months. Whether standing in the buffet line, sitting 
around a table enjoying the meal, or outside playing games, conversations of joy and laughter filled 
the air. Oh, and let us not forget the food – phenomenal!  
 
It truly was a beautiful celebration and a great reminder of God’s love, His mercy, and His faithfulness.  
 
You will find pictures of the picnic throughout Chimes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A22-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20377a
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Rockland Talks 
 

On Thursday evening, September 30th, the Discipleship team is hosting an inaugural event called 
Rockland Talks, A tongue-in-cheek and counterbalance to the secular Ted Talks. Rockland Talks will 
anchor on biblical doctrine, be led by Christian speakers, and provide a unique perspective on cultural 
trends or current events that run counter to the Word.  Not simply a one-way presentation by an 
entertaining guest speaker but rather an interactive forum to ask the tough questions, challenge our 
assumptions, generate conversation, and ultimately move us down the road of our individual and 
collective Discipleship journey.  Our format will include an open Q&A session following each speaker. 
 
The Discipleship team’s intent for those that choose to attend is for you to further expand and deepen 
your biblical worldview.  We started with the premise that everyone in the Church needs to be 
equipped to see the world as God sees it.  We recognize that there will always be moral commitments 
in the Church that are, at first, unattractive to the world but we don’t want to shy away from nor avoid 
those conversations.  Think of Rockland Talks as a forum that holds a Bible in one hand and today’s 
newspaper headline in the other hand. 
 
Rockland Talks, and our emphasis on a biblical worldview, is a response to our rapidly changing society 
and culture.  Today, as Christians, we are increasingly seeing the Church on the margins of 
mainstream society with declining religious participation (post-Christian America) and, in certain 
pockets, our culture is increasingly anti-Christian.  We are witness to the breakdown of public 
institutions that have traditionally reinforced our Judeo/Christian values but which no longer play that 
role (government, schools, movies, pop culture).  We are saddened by a “lost” generation of 
millennials with no religious affiliation and a politically polarized America that is creating a wedge and 
dividing churches, marriages and families.  While some or all of these cultural phenomena have 
occurred before, and the percentage of the population identifying as Christian has shrunk before, their 
occurrence likely diminishes the number of seekers and affords Satan more footholds to discourage 
both non-believers and believers. 
 
Our inaugural speaker is Fr Louis J Christopulos, Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of 
Denver.  
 
Come join us to gain a perspective on what to do next in a post-Christian America.  If interested, you 
may register for the event (a limited number of seats are available) at the Rockland Web site at 
https://www.rockland.church/blog/post/rocklandtalks.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 
                            
     

https://www.rockland.church/blog/post/rocklandtalks
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View from the Café 

  
The Mean Street Ministry Café serves the local community with food for the stomach and God’s Word 
for the soul!  The café is open Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm for clients to 
come enjoy a meal and some fellowship.  Volunteers sit and chat with guests in a casual, welcoming 
environment.  Below, volunteer Barb and café manager Trish get ready for a wonderful Tuesday feast 
of egg casserole and fruit smoothies! 
 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from a Guest 

  
Bryson, above right, is one of our frequent guests.  He came to Denver in 2018 and says that he found 
love and acceptance at the Mean Street Café.  He loves to help spread the Word of God to others, 
while enjoying his breakfast.  Bryson has also been able to get connected to the recovery programs 
offered at Mean Street which he now attends! 
 
 
View from the Barbecue 
 
Our guests, staff, volunteers and neighbors gathered for our annual Mean Street Ministry Picnic in the 
Park on Saturday, September 25th from noon until 2 pm.  There was a variety of wonderfully smoked 
meats and side dishes!  The picnic was held in Morse Park in Lakewood. 
  
If what we do at Mean Street Ministry excites you, please consider volunteering and giving.  For 
questions, please contact us at:   
 
Phone: 303-232-2500 or  Email: info@meanstreetministry.org 
  
Thank you!         Mean Street Ministry Staff 
 
  

https://meanstreetministry.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29874378b666db08110871ecb&id=fb391101e0&e=04a7bf785e
https://meanstreetministry.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29874378b666db08110871ecb&id=e71bb45f3a&e=04a7bf785e
mailto:info@meanstreetministry.org
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IT HURTS TO LOSE SOMEONE 
by Paul Lucks, Pastor of Care and Discipleship 
  
That is why the Rockland Care Team is offering the 13-week Grief-Share Seminar beginning Sunday, 
October 3rd at 10:30 AM in room 115. 
  
What is Grief-Share? 
Grief-Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most 
difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. 
  
How does Grief-Share work? 
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family 
member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who understand the deep hurt you 
feel. This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions about things you’ve 
never faced before. Grief-Share groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move 
toward rebuilding your life. Each Grief-Share session has three distinct elements: 

1. Video seminar with experts 

Each week your Grief-Share group will watch a video seminar featuring top experts on grief 
and recovery subjects. These videos are produced in an interesting television magazine 
format featuring expert interviews, real-life case studies, dramatic reenactments, and on-
location video. 

2. Support group discussion with focus 

After viewing the video, you and the other group members will spend time as a support group, 
discussing what was presented in that week’s video seminar and what is going on in your 
lives. 

3. Personal study and reflection 

During the week, you will have the opportunity to use your workbook for further personal study 
of the grieving process and to help sort out your emotions through journaling. Your group will 
spend time discussing questions and comments from the workbook study. 
  

Who should come … who should not? 
Grief-Share is for people grieving the death of a family member or friend.  
We understand that there are other losses in life that create feelings of grief. You might be experiencing 
a job loss, a divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of friends because of a move. This grief is 
real, but it is not the kind of grief discussed in Grief-Share sessions. 
  
What is the cost to attend Grief-Share? 
$20 (which includes the Grief-Share workbook) 
  
How do I get signed up for Grief-Share? 
Simply call Rockland 303-526-0668 and ask for Annie and she will get you signed up and answer 
any questions you may have. The deadline for signing up is Friday, Oct 1. 
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What have we been up to in 2021? 

We are back! Loaves and Fishes has started serving hot meals to our 
community once again. We are taking steps to keep our community safe and 
well fed. Our mission is to provide a safe place for people in need to come 
and nourish their bodies and souls. With the help of our community and local 
churches, we have made great strides this year to strengthen efforts in our 
mission. We have remodeled many spaces in our building to better suit the 
needs of those we serve, including improvements such as our new lobby 
area featuring a new book library. We have also purchased a new van to 
expand the variety of products that we can provide to those in need. These 
improvements would not have been possible without the help from our 
generous supporters, and we are grateful for the opportunity to better serve 
the community we are a part of.  

 

What are we doing moving forward? 

Moving forward Loaves & Fishes will place an emphasis on building Community. This past year has 
been a trying time for everyone, and we are seeking to bring people together again safely. We have 
built many new partnerships this year that have greatly helped to build our community by linking 
together all the resources that are dedicated to helping those in need such as housing, family support, 
and food. Through these partnerships we hope to get the growing number of people in need the 
resources that will help bring them out of their hard times, and into a community that will help them 
blossom.  

 

How can you help? 

We would greatly appreciate any help for our mission. Feel free to join our team of volunteers that 
help to make everything possible by either stopping by during our hours of operation or by texting 
(512)-285-7697.  We would also greatly appreciate monetary or food donations to help fuel our 
operations. Another big way to help support us is to share our mission with others and help spread our 
goals within the community. We hope to hear from you soon and God Bless us all!   
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It is incredibly clear that God has had his hand of blessing on 
Rockland for the last 18 months!  Many of us suffered from 

loneliness in lockdown, and some members suffered with COVID.  But nevertheless, we have seen lives 
changed during this season, and emerged as a strong church family with hope on the horizon. God is 
good. 
 
The Elders have been focusing on the “relaunch” of Rockland post-COVID. We want to strengthen our 
core tenets of WORSHIP-CONNECT-SERVE-GIVE so that all members of our Body of Christ more fully 
participate in our Church life. As part of that effort the Elders have been working on a three-year plan 
for each of our ministry teams. This is very exciting stuff!  You will be hearing more about this from 
Jim and the Elder team in the weeks ahead. 
 
As part of our three- year plan, the Elders have been trying to anticipate our financial needs for the 
2022-2024 timeframe. Through August, our year-to-date giving is $775,000.  In August of 2020, the 
COVID year, our year to date giving was $814,000.  In 2019, the last “normal” year, giving year to 
date through August was $830,000. We were pleased that in 2020 giving remained strong, despite the 
fact that many of our folks were attending church remotely.  
 
The Elders realize our cash flow must be more predictable if we are to effectively plan for our future. 
We believe God speaks to us about his plan for Rockland through the commitment by us all as 
members of Rockland. For 2021 we are still ahead of budget because actual expenses are lower than 
budget. Nevertheless, we need predictable cash flow to be the best stewards of Rockland. To that end, 
we are moving up the 2022 stewardship campaign to October, and we are going to encourage more 
people to pledge for 2022. Pledged giving is more reliable for budget planning purposes than non-
pledged giving. You will be hearing more about the 2022 stewardship campaign from Jim and the 
Elders shortly. 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me or any other Elder at any time! 
Peter Miterko 303-882-9741 
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Why Community Bible Study? 
 
With a vision of “Transforming lives through the Word of God,” Community Bible Study’s (CBS) mission 
is to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ through in-depth Bible Study available to all. CBS has been 
doing just that for 45+ years. 
 
So, why CBS? Unlike many theme-based Bible studies, we are an expositional study that studies verse 
by verse and focuses on the Word of God through 5 essentials of personal bible study. First, each 
member completes at-home study questions, taking about 10-15 minutes per day. Second, our 
teaching and associate teaching directors provide cultural and historical references/background and in-
depth teaching to clarify confusing or controversial points. Third, in a small-group, you discuss your at-
home-study answers to ensure there are no unanswered questions from the teaching. Here, you are 
also blessed to get to know these women, pray for each other, and deeply fellowship in a safe and 
loving environment. Fourth, CBS provides commentary for each lesson written by scholars trained in 
theology.  Finally, each group exists within a caring community that seeks to grow in their relationships 
with each other outside of class. 
 
In addition to the study, you will benefit from fellowship prior to class, worship time, and openings that 
can help you see God in a variety of ways through stories and testimonies. CBS is a beautiful picture of 
God’s intention of living in community through Him. 
 
We also provide a NextGen Ministry that goes beyond child care. Yes, for two hours, your children 
(preschool through high school) will be cared for by our excellent teachers and caregivers. The 
younger generation will begin to memorize scripture, learn to pray for each other and their families, 
sing praise songs, do Bible-based crafts, and play with the heart of a child of God. Elementary-aged 
kids through high school will study the same books as the adults with more age-appropriate material. 
Twice a year, they will display this newfound knowledge in two performances for families. 
 
The Evergreen/Golden CBS meets in person at Rockland on Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:40 and Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. We are also providing online-only options at those times as well. For 
2021-2022, Evergreen/Golden will be studying Job, Daniel, and 1 and 2 Peter. 
 
We welcome ladies experienced in studying the Bible and others who have barely cracked it open. No 
matter where you are in your familiarity with the Bible, CBS will deepen your knowledge and love of 
this life-changing book.  You will be surprised at the insights and applications God has in store for you. 
 
Classes begin September 9th (Thursday) and September 14th (Tuesday). For more information or to 
register, go to https://evergreengolden.cbsclass.org.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

https://evergreengolden.cbsclass.org/
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The Rockland Romania High School Scholarship Program 
 
Psalm 119:125 “I am your servant, give me discernment that I may understand your 
statutes” 
 
Back in 2004, my wife, Kitty, and I were called by our Lord to serve as volunteers with World Vision 
Romania (WVR) in Cluj, Transylvania (no Dracula jokes, please:).  Kitty.......while working along with 
WVR employees on community-based programs aimed at supporting deprived rural children and their 
families.....discovered a need that broke both our hearts! 
 
In meetings with rural families, conducted by WVR Manager Vali Sabau, she learned that, according to 
Romanian government statistics, only 53% of rural children went on to attend High School after the 
eighth grade! 
 
In other words, 47% of children from rural areas quit school, owing to various factors...The primary 
obstacle was the sheer distance of 20-40 miles to travel to the high schools with zero availability of 
public school buses or other government-provided transportation. In short, the financial requirements 
to provide transport and/or lodging for rural students was beyond that which their families could afford. 
    
We prayed together with our WVR colleagues and God answered our community prayer, giving us clear 
discernment of what He wanted us to do: 
 
In 2007, it was under such circumstances that the Rockland/Romania Project “I WANT TO BE IN THE 
NINTH GRADE” began.... 
 
As of this time, after14 years of the project and with the help and support of the Rockland 
Congregation, 117 sponsored students were able to finish high school, enabling them to continue their 
education at a college or trade school, and/or obtain gainful employment. 
 
As Vali Sabau and Cristina Constantinescu (Rockland Program coordinator) state: “The students' stories 
demonstrate the impact of this project and the extent to which the paths of their lives were changed 
for the better.” 
 
Vinny Baran was 14 years old when he was selected and entered the Rockland program. He is the 
eldest of seven children in his family and he graduated in 2018 and went on to attend Technical 
University in Cluj. Vinny was the first member of his family to complete high school and to go on to 
college. Upon graduation, he will become a construction engineer. 
  
He visited Rockland while still in the high school program and said to the congregation that the 
“Rockland program provided a strong motivation to himself and the other kids in the community on 
possibly being accepted for the program”. He went on to say that “the group activities, communion and 
fellowship with other students in the Rockland high school program changed my entire view of how to 
use my God-given talents to serve others.” 
 
Maria Cristina Nemes was another of the students selected to visit Rockland and present to the 
congregation during her high school years. She said with heartfelt emotion, “it was amazing  knowing 
that someone thousands of miles away, whom I haven't even met yet, cared enough about me to 
finance my education.” She went on to express “how special was the interpersonal connection between 
the Rockland sponsors and their students.” 
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2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith” 
 
As our program partner, World Vision, winds up their presence in Romania in September 2022, so will 
Rockland Church. However, Rockland will remain fully committed to the Romania Scholarship Mission 
through the upcoming academic year........Fall 2021-Spring 2022. We will then have completed 15 full 
years of the program! 
 
Since 2007 here are the statistics: 
 
  -117 sponsored students have graduated High School (this is a 97% graduation rate which far 
exceeds the national average of  65%) 
 
 -63% of our graduates go onto university - compared to the national average of 36% 
 
-13% go on to trade schools-which is impossible without a high school graduate degree. 
 
-29% get good paying jobs that they would otherwise not have been able to find without a high school 
degree 
 
This past June 2021 eleven (11) high school seniors graduated and will be moving on to future 
endeavors. Consequently, we will need additional sponsors to pick up 11 new 9th graders by this 
September 19th, 2021 ($700 per year). 
 
Vali and Cristina have confirmed that the new 9th graders selected this year know that they will be 
supported for the next year only and that they are thrilled that even one year of high school has been 
subsidized. We are assured that their exposure to high school (even if only for one year) will entice 
them to continue on and show them a world of opportunities beyond their rural family farm settings. 
 
Please help us to FINISH STRONG by continuing your support to our partners for this last academic 
year of the Rockland/World Vision Romania program! 
 
Thank you and may God richly bless you for sharing of your abundance with these deserving kids. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Rockland Romania Task Force    
 
Bob Ehret and Lynne Feldkamp 
Co-Chairs RTF                          
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Overheard by the Church Mouse 

Is God calling you to get involved?  

Looking for a place to SERVE? 

Consider these opportunities... 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM  

• Use your hospitality skills by serving Coffee & Donuts during our           
Fellowship Time on Sundays  

GUEST MINISTRY 

• Enjoy people? Like to welcome guests? Serving on the Greeting 
Team may be the place for you!  

KIDS’ MINISTRY 
Help connect and disciple the next generation towards a life-long        

relationship with Jesus! 

• Opportunities to invest in our kids on Sundays and/or Mid-Week  
    

Ready to jump in or just want more information? Contact:  
Lori Fullmer - Kids & Connections Pastor - 

lfullmer@rockland.church 
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"God has given us our faith to survive bad times." 
  
Do you feel like we may be facing challenges from every direction: 
  
COVID 
Masks 
Crime in our streets 
Hurricanes 
Wild fires 
Restrictions on our personal freedom 
Restrictions on our children's school and lives  
Strict reservations on where we can travel 
Thousands of illegal's flowing over our southern border 
Afghanistan turmoil  
Etc.etc.etc. 
  
These have been called problems of Biblical proportions and if true, the only way to deal with the 
constant bombardment on our lives is to call on our strongest faith in God and act accordingly. 
  
Historically, there are few times in history that have so challenged us.  The problem, of course, is that 
we can't do much at all to change it back to living proportions. All we seem to do is ruminate over the 
whole situation. 
 
Perhaps we ought to approach our concerns in another way. When I look at the list of problems, I 
realize there isn't a whole lot we can do about them other than live our lives as best as we know how. 
Looking through the Bible I realize that we don't have a magic wand to "fix" everything. I recently 
heard on the news that there are more people complaining of depression than ever before, and yet, 
we as Christians should be overlooking the problems and concentrating on what we as individuals can 
do. 
  
There have been many crises in our history, perhaps that is what we as mankind bring to the table, 
BUT we don't have to obsess over our reality. 
 
While hiking in the our mountains we get above timberline and realize we have to follow the trail in 
order to get to the summit. When you come to a fork in the trail there usually is a cairn - a pile of 
rocks on the side of the trail you should take. This way you don't get lost. Someone who has hiked this 
trail before took the time to warn and direct you forward on the right path. Our cross of rocks in the 
Rockland sanctuary is a reminder that we are not wandering this trail by ourselves. And so we have 
our faith as we wander through the wilderness. We know we must follow God and rely on our 
Christianity to keep our senses. We can't solve all our world's problems but we can hold tightly to our 
faith that we will survive and make the right decisions. If we can handle our own anxieties and look for 
ways in which we can help each other through this dismal time we will have followed God's 
prescription. We  have so many missions right here in Rockland and there are ways to help not sit by 
and angst over the world. Think in terms of climbing our mountains and know if we follow the right 
path we will reach the summit. 
 

Check out what Rockland’s preschool and elementary kids are learning! 
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This Fall, up until Christmas, we are taking the Sunday morning kids on an adventure through the Old 
Testament. The adventure begins with God creating everything from nothing. Of all of God’s perfect 
creation, people (especially kids *wink wink*) were most special, alone being made in God’s image. All 
that God created was created to reveal God’s glory. Everything was perfect when God created it, but it 
didn’t stay that way. Adam and Eve rebelled against God. From that time on, creation was ruined and 
everyone has been born a sinner. But God would not leave people to remain dead in sin. He would 
provide the solution for sin: His Son, Jesus Christ. God’s solution for sin, which He promised in Eden, 
became clearer when God made a covenant with Abraham. God promised to bring the Rescuer through 
Abraham’s family. This family was far from perfect and endured great adversity, but through it all, God 
remained faithful, revealing that nothing could stop His plan.  
 
Wow! Our kids are really digging into God’s Word. It’s amazing to hear and see what they 
understand…all at their developmental level, of course. We have an incredible group of individuals who 
are guiding our kids through their lessons. However, we still have room, and the need, to grow our 
Kids’ Leader Crew! As our Mission states… At Rockland Community Church, we are about Connecting 
All Generations to Jesus as we stand for the Truth of the Gospel, show God’s grace to all people, and 
raise up the next generation to do the same.  
 
We invite you to pray and ask God how you can get involved to help raise up the next generation to 
follow Jesus.  
 
Zach Sliva, Kids’ Ministry Coordinator – zsilva@rockland.church 
Lori Fullmer, Kids’ & Connections Pastor – lfullmer@rockland.church 
 

  

 

 

 

  

mailto:zsilva@rockland.church
mailto:lfullmer@rockland.church
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More Picnic Photos  
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Connecting all generations to Jesus 

DATED MATERIALS – PLEASE RUSH 
Connecting all generations to Jesus 

As we stand for the Truth of the Gospel, 
Show God’s grace to all people, 

And raise up the next generation to do the 
same. 

 

Sunday Services: 9:00am & 10:30am 
www.Rockland.Church 


