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REVIEW OF LECTURE ON JOHN 18:1-40 

Introduction 

In the eighteenth chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus and His disciples arrive at the Garden 
of Gethsemane. Whereas Adam committed the first betrayal in the garden of Eden, it is 
fitting that Jesus, the new Adam, would be betrayed in a garden. Jesus is turned over 
to the religious authorities by Judas Iscariot and taken to the houses of Annas and 
Caiaphas where He is questioned and condemned. During this exchange, the 
fulfillment of Jesus’ prophesy takes place when Peters denies Jesus three times. Jesus 
is eventually taken to Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator, to be sentenced to death.  

Chapter eighteen is the beginning of the Passion narrative of Jesus. He is betrayed, 
passed around from one kangaroo court to another, falsely accused of heresy and 
instigating political insurrection, and finally delivered over to be crucified. Only a week 
ago crowds lined the streets shouting “hosanna!” as He entered Jerusalem. Now 
everyone had turned against Him, even His closest friends had abandoned Him. It is at 
this moment, when Jesus seems to be the weakest, that He is most powerful. At first 
one might see a poor man in chains being dragged from one trial to another, but 
through faith we know that this is the procession of a king coming into His kingdom. It 
is for this purpose that God the Son humbled Himself by taking on our nature and 
dying for us, so that He could save us from our sins and give us eternal life.  



In the Garden 

The Garden of Gethsemane exists to this day on the western side of the Mount of 
Olives overlooking the Temple Mount and the Old City of Jerusalem. It’s recorded in all 
four Gospels that in the days leading up to His betrayal, Jesus was often found praying 
in this garden. John’s Gospel, however, is unique because it describes a special 
moment when the authorities who have come to arrest Jesus arrive in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and suddenly fall before Him.  

The authorities don’t find Jesus hiding or reluctant; Jesus initiates contact with them, 
coming forward and asking “Who do you seek?” They reply, “Jesus of Nazareth,” to 
which He says, “I am He.” (John 18:5) Jesus is doing much more than simply stating 
that He is the one they are looking for. By saying “I AM” He’s making the claim of 
divinity, as He has repeatedly done throughout John’s Gospel, identifying Himself as 
the same God who spoke to Moses out of the burning bush thousands of years ago 
(Exodus 3:14). Remember that God told Moses that His name is “I AM.” 

At the sound of the divine name, all the forces of evil who have come to capture the 
Messiah fall to the ground in fear of Jesus’ power. St. John is conveying to the reader 
that even though Jesus is being betrayed and captured, He still has control over the 
situation. Jesus has decided that His hour has come, so now He will allow Himself to be 
given over to be crucified. Jesus is the person who is calling the shots, and the reaction 
to His divine name reveals who has the real power. Just as Saint Paul writes, “At the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth” (Philippians 2:10). 

The Garden and the Garden 

In the first few chapters of Genesis, we read that Adam and Eve are created and placed 
in the Garden of Eden, a beautiful place where they live in communion with God.  
However, there in the Garden of Eden, the first couple commits the first sin, by eating 
the fruit of the tree that God had told them not to eat from. The first sin was 
disobedience.  

Here in John Chapter 18, we find Jesus in another garden: the Garden of Gethsemane.  
He is also presented with temptation but we see a very different outcome than we saw 
in Genesis chapter 3. Jesus is obedient. Jesus understands His destiny and is ready to 
fulfill it, offering His life for the life of the world. This Garden brings life whereas the first 



Garden brought death. Jesus is the new Adam, St. Paul tells us repeatedly, and so the 
new Adam acts in obedience in this garden. 

Trial before Annas and Caiaphas 

Jesus is taken from the garden and immediately brought to Annas, who was high priest 
between 6 A.D. and 15 A.D., and then to the house of his son-in-law, Caiaphas, the 
current high priest. Jesus had not broken any laws, whether religious or political, and 
yet He is still standing trial in the middle of the night and facing false accusations. It is 
clear that Jesus’ fate had already been decided long before He was brought before the 
high priests.  

This chapter is full of irony, particularly during Jesus’ trials. Jesus, having just prayed the 
High Priestly Prayer in the previous chapter, is about to make the ultimate sacrifice of 
Himself for the sins of the whole world, and His fate is being decided by two high 
priests who are famous for their corruption. Jesus is doing this because of His love for 
us. Annas and Caiaphas are doing this because they fear losing power. Annas and 
Caiaphas care nothing for the Messiah. They only want to remain rich and powerful 
under the rule of King Herod and the Romans. Jesus shows us that the true high priest 
is humble, willing to suffer harm and ridicule for the sake of His people.  

St. Peter 

Peter is one of Jesus’ closest friends. Since the beginning of Jesus’ ministry Peter has 
been there, following and loving Jesus with all his heart. In the synoptic Gospels, it is 
recorded that Peter was the first to recognize Jesus as the “Christ, the Son of the Living 
God” (Matthew 16:16). During the Last Supper, Peter sat close to Jesus and boldly 
declared that he would follow Jesus wherever He went, even to death. But now, in the 
aftermath of Jesus’ betrayal and capture, Peter is afraid and confused and denies that 
he even knows Jesus, fulfilling Jesus’ prophesy that this would take place.  

In denying Jesus, Peter sinned. Really, all sin can be boiled down to a denial, a turning 
away from following Jesus. Peter serves as an example of all Christians who strive 
during the course of their lives to be faithful to their call to follow Jesus. But it is 
inevitable that we fall at some point. We Christians are often fearful, confused, and 
weak. We are imperfect, and Jesus knows this, just as He knew Peter would one day 
deny Him. The most important thing for us to do when we fall is to get up, confess our 
sins and return to Jesus. Jesus suffered betrayal and death so that we could be 
reconciled to Him. 



Pontius Pilate 

Pontius Pilate was the Roman procurator who ruled over Judea in the name of the 
emperor from 26 A.D. to 36 A.D. Pilate’s main duty was to oversee the collection of 
taxes and other financial matters, but he also had supreme judicial authority and was in 
charge of about 3,000 resident troops. Outside of the bible, Pilate is recorded as being 
“rigid, merciless, and stubborn.” He was much hated among the Jews for his cruelty 
and contempt for their religious traditions that denied the gods of Rome.  

During Roman occupation, Judea was in a state of constant political unrest. The fact 
that God’s people were being subjugated by gentiles was deeply aggravating to the 
Jews, and they were on the lookout for a Messiah to come and lead them out of 
Roman oppression through military conquest. The constant danger of insurrection 
perhaps explains the brutal nature of Pilate when dealing with the Jews, and it also 
explains why the religious authorities brought Jesus to Pilate and accused Jesus of 
calling Himself a king.  

The King of the Jews 

At last Jesus stands before Pilate. The religious authorities brought Jesus to Pilate 
because under Roman law they didn’t have the authority to sentence someone to 
death. Therefore Jesus is brought to the Romans and accused of calling Himself a king, 
in effect, making Himself equal to Caesar. Notice that Jesus’ claim to kingship comes at 
the precise moment when He appears weakest and most vulnerable.  

The exchange between Jesus and Pilate is another ironic moment in John’s Gospel. 
Pilate is a man of the world, an earthly ruler who represents the all-powerful emperor of 
Rome. Jesus is in chains, having endured a sleepless night of being beaten and spat 
on, and yet He is the king of the universe. Jesus tells Pilate that the kingdom they are 
speaking of isn’t an earthly kingdom but a heavenly, spiritual kingdom founded on 
truth. The truth that Jesus speaks of is Himself: “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life” (John 14:6). Pilate’s response, saying “What is truth?” shows us that apart from 
Jesus one can’t really know the truth because Jesus and the truth are intimately 
connected.  

Pilate clearly is not very impressed with the Jews’ accusations. Jesus is clearly an 
innocent man who managed to anger the wrong people. Pilate even tries to release a 
prisoner in honor of the Passover celebration in an attempt to let Jesus go on His way 
but his plan doesn’t work. The Jews are so worked up that they prefer another prisoner, 
Barabbas, who John describes as a “revolutionary,” to our Lord.  Finally, knowing that 



the religious authorities would likely start a riot if he did not do as they ask, Pilate 
sentences Jesus to be crucified.  

Questions on John 18:1-40 
Read Notes and References Again and Answer Questions 1-4 

1. What’s the significance of the Garden of Gethsemane? Why was it important for 
Jesus to be betrayed there? 

2. Why do Judas and the others who came to capture Jesus fall down when He 
reveals Himself to them? 

3. Why did the religious authorities take Jesus to Pontius Pilate? What crime did they 
accuse Him of? 

4. What is truth? 

Preparation for John 19:1-42 
Read also Luke 22:18-56 

Memory Verse for the Week Ahead 
“Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water 
came out.”  John 19:34 



1. In John 19:7, the Jews disclose the underlying reason why they want Jesus put to 
death. Why do you think this frightens Pilate? 

2. In John 19:10, Pilate asks Jesus: “Do you not know that I have power…?” Who has 
the real power in this situation? (refer back to John 10:18) What power does Pilate 
have over Jesus? What power does he have over the Jews? 

3. In John 19:11, Jesus says that He who had Him arrested has “greater sin” than 
Pilate. What does Jesus mean by this? Is Pilate not to be held responsible for his 
actions? 

4. In John 19:12, Pilate once again tries to release Jesus. What prevents this from 
happening? 

5. In John 19:15, the chief priests insist that they have no king but Caesar. How does 
this relate to the three laws of the king set out in Deuteronomy 17:14-17? 

6. In John 19:19, what does the sign posted over Jesus say? John notes that it was 
written in three languages. Why? (see John 12:12 and 12:20) Why do you think 
John makes special note of it in his Gospel? 



7. In John 19:22, Pilate refuses to change the inscription on the sign, despite what the 
chief priests call for.  What is the irony in this? 

8. In John 19:26, who is the disciple whom Jesus loved? Why did Jesus say to his 
mother: “Woman, behold your son!” and to the disciple: “Behold your mother!” Of 
what significance is this to followers of Jesus today? 

9. In John 19:28-30, John tells readers that Jesus knows that all is finished. What, 
exactly, is it that’s completed? 

10. In John 19:30, Jesus “hands over His spirit.” What could be the two possible 
meanings for this phrase? 

11.How is Jesus’ death related to the detailed instructions God gave to the Israelites 
regarding the Passover lamb? (see Exodus 12:43-50) 

12.“Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and 
water came out.” In John 19:34 (our suggested memory verse) the blood and water 
that flowed from Jesus’ side relate to which two sacraments? 

13.Who are the two guys who act on Jesus’ behalf after He dies? Is it significant that 
Jesus is taken to a garden?
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