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REVIEW OF LECTURE ON JOHN 19:1-42 

Introduction 

In chapter 19 of John’s Gospel, Jesus is flogged, delivered over to be crucified, and 
finally after hours of suffering, dies on the cross. Pontius Pilate, the military and political 
ruler of Judea, first tries to release Jesus because he found no guilt in Him, but then he 
tries even harder to release Jesus because he is afraid that Jesus might actually be 
divine. In the end, Pilate gives in to the external pressures and threats of the Jews and 
delivers Jesus over to be crucified.  

Jesus’ Passion reaches a dramatic climax in the latter part of the nineteenth chapter. 
Jesus is crucified underneath a sign that reads “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews” in 
three languages so that anybody who passes by can read and understand who Jesus is. 
From the cross Jesus commends to the “beloved disciple” (St. John) the care of His 
mother. It is only when Jesus knows that all things had been fulfilled that He chooses to 
relinquish His spirit, saying,“It is finished.” To ensure that Jesus was dead the soldiers 
pierce Jesus’ side, and immediately blood and water flow from the wound. The Church 
has always seen the blood and water as symbols or types of the sacraments of the 
Eucharist and Baptism, the two essential sacraments of the new Covenant.  

Jesus is Flogged 

The chapter begins with Pilate having Jesus flogged. Pilate was afraid to put Jesus to 
death because he believed that Jesus was innocent of any crimes. The flogging was an 



attempt to appease the Jewish religious authorities who were intent on having Jesus 
killed. Perhaps if they saw how brutally Jesus had been punished by whipping and 
beating, they would be satisfied and no longer be after this innocent man. Pilate’s 
attempt failed and only served to further weaken and humiliate Jesus.  

The special flogging that Jesus had to endure was known to sometimes kill those who 
received it. The whips had several cords with tiny bits of sharpened metal tied to the 
ends. These metal tips would cling to the flesh and then be ripped out causing a 
massive amount of pain and blood loss. It was a miracle that Jesus even made it to 
Golgotha after being flogged, and He could only do so with the help of Simon of 
Cyrene (Mark 15:21).  

After Jesus is flogged the soldiers mock Him by laying on His bleeding body a purple 
robe and putting a crown of thorns on His head. This is another moment of great irony. 
This bleeding man being mocked is actually the king of kings.  

Behold the Man! 

Finally Jesus, still clad in a purple robe and crown of thorns, is brought before the 
Jews, and Pilate exclaims, “Behold the man!” It is at this moment that Jesus’ humanity 
is most evident. The king of kings and lord of lords stands before the people He came 
to save, and He appears weak and powerless and totally at the mercy of sinful humans. 
Jesus is in fact, “the man,” the perfect human being who shows all human beings how 
to live life. God has told us to live our lives in perfect love, and none shows us that 
more clearly than Jesus did during His earthly life. 

Real Authority 

Because of Pilate’s reluctance to deliver Jesus over to death, the Jews finally reveal the 
true reason behind their desire to kill Jesus: “He claimed to be the son of God” (John 
19:7). This causes Pilate, a pagan, to be even more fearful. Greek and Roman 
mythology is full of stories of gods coming to earth in the form of humans. So Pilate 
again takes Jesus aside, asking a much deeper question: “Where are you from?” (John 
19:9) In response to Jesus’ deafening silence Pilate once again refers to his earthly 
power over Jesus. If Jesus cooperated Pilate could release Him. Jesus bursts Pilate’s 
bubble by stating that he actually has no authority in this situation. This is the hour that 
all creation had been building up to since Adam and Eve were cast out of the garden 
of Eden. Each successive covenant had brought God a little closer to restoring and 
redeeming fallen humanity, and it would finally be accomplished through the Passion, 



death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. To all outward appearances, Pilate and the 
Jews were calling all the shots, but in reality they were players in the actions of Christ 
that led to the redemption of creation.  

Judgment of the Sanhedrin 

Jesus states that Pilate would have no authority over Him unless it had been “given 
from above,” and then He declares that the religious authorities who delivered Him 
over were guilty of “the greater sin.” (John 19:11) The Sanhedrin, made up of 71 
religious leaders in Jerusalem, were entrusted with the stewardship of God’s law and 
the divine revelation given through the Old Covenant. They were expected to be just 
judges and representatives of God’s people. Pilate, in comparison, had only Roman law 
and human wisdom to go on, so he was guilty of a comparatively lesser sin.  

It is clear by verse 12 that Pilate wants nothing to do with the death of Jesus and is fed 
up with the Sanhedrin who finally reveal their trump card to counter Pilate’s 
noncompliance. They threaten to denounce Pilate to Caesar for failing to dispatch this 
man who claims to be the king of the Jews. Pilate, the representative of Caesar, the 
most powerful man on earth, feels trapped and helpless. He sarcastically replies, “Shall 
I crucify your king?” This elicits a final remark from the religious authorities that reveals 
the utter depths to which they’ve sunk. They reply, “We have no king but Caesar” 
which implies their total renunciation of the Old Covenant and Mosaic law. God was 
supposed to be their only king but they have reached a new low, all just to have this 
man killed. Jesus’ fate is sealed, and He is delivered over to be crucified. 

Passover Fulfillment 

For the people of Israel, the yearly Passover festival celebrated the central event of 
their history, the time when God delivered them out of slavery in Egypt. During the first 
Passover, all the firstborn of Egypt died when the angel of death passed over them, but 
the people of Israel preserved their firstborn by sacrificing a lamb without spot, 
blemish, or broken bones, and by putting the lamb’s blood on the lintels and doorposts 
of their houses (Exodus 12:1-51). After the first Passover, Moses led the Israelites out of 
Egypt, through the Red Sea and on to Mount Sinai, where they were given the Ten 
Commandments and established the covenant between God and Israel.  

In Christ’s crucifixion, He fulfills the Passover; the spotless lamb is replaced by the 
perfect, eternal lamb of God. The old Passover involved two deaths—the death of the 
firstborn son (for the Egyptians) and the death of the Passover Lamb (for Israel). Jesus is 



both. Like the Passover Lamb, His blood is poured out for the salvation of others. Like 
the Lamb, His body is consumed in the Eucharist, which He established at the 
beginning of His Passion. “Take, eat; this is my body” He says. He also fulfills the death 
of the firstborn of Egypt because He is the firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15). His 
death is not just for the Jews (as the lamb) but also for all the Gentiles (firstborn of 
Egypt). Jesus’ death brought about the salvation of all mankind for all the ages.  

John tells us that Pilate brings out Jesus to condemn him “at noon.” (John 19:14) It 
was at this same hour that the priests began slaughtering the Lambs at the temple for 
the celebration of the Passover, just steps away from “the Pavement” where Pilate 
condemns Jesus to death. 

New Covenant 

The covenant that was established through Moses between the Israelites and God on 
Mount Sinai is known as the Old Covenant. This covenant set up an intimate 
relationship between God and the Israelites that was based on God having redeemed 
them from Egyptian slavery. Jesus Christ came to establish a new, perfect covenant that  
redeems all people from the slavery of death and sin. This redemption was carried out 
in Christ’s Passion and death.  

Notice that the only time Jesus used the word “covenant” in the gospels was during 
the institution of the Eucharist where He declares: “this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). The New 
Covenant is established with the offering of Christ’s blood on the Cross.  And we 
continue to participate in His new Covenant in His blood that we drink in the Eucharist. 

INRI 

When Jesus is crucified, Pontius Pilate has a sign put on the cross that reads, “Jesus of 
Nazareth King of the Jews.”  Pilate has it written in three languages: Hebrew, Latin, and 
Greek so that all who pass by can read it.  On many crucifixes even today, and in 
Christian art, this inscription survives, frequently portrayed by the letters: INRI. This is 
for the Latin version of the inscription: Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum. The fact that all 
can read it points us to the fact that Jesus’ cross is for all. Jesus alluded to this earlier in 
the Gospel, when He said  “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.’” (John 12:32) 



"Woman, Here is Your Son” 

From the cross, Jesus notices both His mother Mary and St. John standing nearby and 
entrusts the two of them to each other in a very specific way. Remember that to 
interpret John’s Gospel properly, we always are looking for both the literal meaning of 
the narrative and the spiritual meaning. 

The literal meaning is relatively straightforward. Jesus is concerned for Mary and wants 
to make sure that she is properly cared for. As a woman in first century culture, she 
would need a male to care for her. We see that John takes the Lord seriously and Mary 
goes to his home that very day. (John 19:27) 

The spiritual meaning of what’s happening is rich and multi-faceted. First of all, Jesus 
calls His mother “woman.” Remember back to our study of the wedding at Cana that 
Jesus had called her woman there also. We said in that study that Mary was being 
referred to as “woman” which is the same name as Eve, the name “Eve” meaning 
woman. This shows that she is the new Eve. Jesus calling her this, highlights her role as 
the first woman of the new creation that He has come to bring. Whereas Eve was 
disobedient and helped to cause the fall of the first creation, so Mary is obedient and 
faithful, helping give rise to the second creation brought about by Christ.  

Mary is also given a role here as the mother of Christians. John, referred to here as the 
“beloved disciple,” spiritually represents all disciples; all Christian people. Thus when 
Jesus says to John”here is your mother,” He is saying that the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
both his mother and ours. This why we can ask her to “pray for us sinners now and in 
the hour of our death.” 

It Is Finished 

When Jesus is about to die, He says, “It is finished.” This last saying of Jesus gets 
interpreted in different ways, all of which are helpful to understanding what Jesus is 
getting at. It can be said that the old creation is finished and that a new creation is 
beginning. It can be said that futility and separation from God are finished. It can be 
said that the old religious system of law and sacrifice is finished. It can be said that 
Jesus’ earthly life and His ministry of love are now complete and finished. All of these 
interpretations are helpful and many more are possible. 



The Burial in the Garden 

Now that Jesus has given His life for the life of the world, we read that He is truly dead.  
Jesus doesn’t just appear to be dead, He actually dies and is placed in a tomb. St. 
Jospeh of Arimathea and Nicodemus take His body off the cross, prepare it for burial 
and place His body in a tomb in a garden. It is significant that Jesus is buried in a 
garden. Remember that the first creation began in the Garden of Eden and in chapter 
20 of John’s Gospel we will read that the New Creation, which begins with Jesus’ 
resurrection, also takes place in a garden. 

Questions on John 19:1-42 
Read Notes and References Again and Answer Questions 1-3 

1. In John 19:11, Jesus says that those who had Him arrested have “greater sin” than 
Pilate. What does Jesus mean by this? 

2. What does Jesus mean when He says, “Woman, here is your son“ to Mary and 
“Here is your mother” to John?  

3. Who are the two guys who act on Jesus’ behalf after He dies? Is it significant that 
Jesus is taken to a garden? 

Preparation for John 20:1-31 
Read also Matthew 28:1-15 

Memory Verse for the Week Ahead: 
“Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” John 20:28 



The Empty Tomb 
John 20:1-10 

1. John notes that it was still dark when Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. (John 
20:1)  Why do you think he includes that detail? 

2. In John 20:5-8, what do Peter and John see in the tomb? Why does John believe? 

The Appearance to Mary Magdalene 
John 20:11-18 

3. After Peter and John leave the tomb, Mary Magdalene stays behind. What is she 
doing there? What does she see when she stops and looks into the empty tomb? 

4. In John 20:14-15, when Mary Magdalene first see the risen Jesus, she doesn’t 
recognize Him. Who does she think that she’s talking to? What does she ask Him, 
and why? 

5. In John 20:16, what does Jesus do that causes Mary Magdalene to recognize Him 
and to realize that He’s risen from the dead? 

6. In John 20:17, Jesus refers to God as “my Father and your Father” and “my God 
and your God.” Why is that important? 



7. Mary Magdalene’s sadness soon turns to joy. Describe a time in your life when you 
thought all was lost—only to find out that God brought joy out of it. 

Receive the Holy Spirit 
John 20:19-23 

8. When does Jesus first appear to His disciples? What have the disciples been doing 
since Jesus’ death? 

9. In John 20:22, why do you think that Jesus breathed on His disciples? 

My Lord and My God! 
John 20:24-29 

10. In John 20:25, what is it that Thomas wants to see? Why? 

11. In John 20:28, our suggested memory verse, what is that St. John hopes we learn 
from Thomas’ reaction? In John 20:29, what is Jesus’ reaction to Thomas’ words? 



Jesus Did Many Other Signs  
John 20:30-31 

12.Did John intend to write a complete biography of Jesus when he wrote his Gospel? 

13.What does John tell us about the material he has chosen to preserve? 
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