
Dear Parish Family, 

With the first confirmed cases of the COVID-19 Coronavirus in North Texas, our Bishop has asked us (and 
all of the Parishes in our diocese) to make some changes to a few of our normal worship practices. 

Before we get to those, 
First, please join me in praying for all the sick, especially those infected with this virus. 

Second, please know that while we already had stringent cleaning standards in place, we have ramped 
those up to ensure that the Parish property is as sanitary as it can possibly be. Bleach is used on all 
possible surfaces and pine sol, which is a disinfectant, is used on the pew backs and other wood 
surfaces. 

Third, hand sanitizer is available in the Church Narthex, Parish Hall and all Sunday school classrooms. 

Beginning today, here are the following liturgical changes that we have been asked by our Bishop to 
make: 

1. Holy Communion will only be administered in one kind: the Host, which is the Body of Christ. The 
chalice, containing the consecrated blood of Christ will not be offered. Only the Celebrant will drink 
from the chalice. 

2. The Holy Water, normally in the baptismal font, has been removed. 
3. As was announced last Sunday, at the exchange of the Peace, please consider giving a pat on the 

back, an elbow bump, a fist bump or some type of greeting that falls short of a handshake or a hug. 

These changes are all being made in an attempt to care for the most vulnerable members of our Parish 
family. Some will think these changes go too far. Others will think they don’t go far enough. It’s hard to 
know exactly how to respond to an unknown situation, so I ask for patience as we do our best. 

If you do not feel well in the days ahead, please stay home from Church. As you know, the priests 
regularly visit the sick and we are more than happy to come visit you, should you desire it. Also, as 
you’ve probably read many times already, please wash your hands as often as possible. 

Let’s all pray that the virus does not continue to spread. We will continue to monitor what all of the local 
health agencies say and will keep you updated with any necessary updates. 

God bless you during this holy season of Lent. 
Fr. John Jordan


