
 

“They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.”  
Acts 2:42 
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Dear Parish Family, 

Thank you for all you’ve done to support the 
mission of St. Laurence! Through your 
generosity, St. Laurence continues to be a 
wonderful place to experience God’s 
goodness and unconditional love, even 
despite how different 2020 has been. 

I remember back in March, right as things 
were shutting down, the Parish staff met 
together on this new thing called “Zoom.” It 
was the very first Zoom meeting I’d ever had 
and in our meeting that day, I remember 
saying, “We need a plan in the next 48 hours 
for how to transition all of the ministry that we 
do online.” Everyone’s eyes got really big 
staring back at me through the tiny little 
boxes!  

It was an abrupt change for us: St. Laurence is 
very much an in-person kind of Church. 
Sacraments and community; Faith, Family, 
Tradition: that all requires real people 
interacting with other real people. We knew 
that the St. Laurence family needed to keep 
going; that we all needed to keep hearing the 
message of hope that we find in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Obviously, in the months 
since March many of the things we love about 
St. Laurence have looked and felt very 
different and yet even despite that, God is 
powerfully at work among us and blessing our 
ministry together. I hope you can see this. 

The culture around us is confused and 
searching for meaning, perhaps now more 
than ever.  And in that context, “the fields 
are ripe for the harvest”(John 4:35) as our 
Lord tells us. Exciting things are happening 
at St. Laurence perhaps because of how 
different 2020 has been. There are all kinds 
of new people coming for the first time. 
God is being glorified day by day in this 
place and people are taking notice. I am 
convinced that many people are having a 
spiritual awakening because of how 
strange this year has been; that many are 
longing for connection with Christ and a 
strong community: the two very things we 
specialize in. People are hungrier than ever 
for the very type of thing that happens in, 
and through, this family of believers. 

As you take a look at what you can do 
financially to support the ministry of Christ 
here at St. Laurence, please know of my 
deep gratitude to God for each and every 
one of you. This place is unique because 
you make it so and because of you, we are 
well positioned to minister to the lost and 
hurting who will be coming to us in the 
months ahead. 

I hope you’ll join Liz and me, and so many 
St. Laurence families, in financially 
supporting the critical mission that God has 
laid before us. 

God bless, 
Fr. John Jordan 

“Seek the Lord and his 
strength; seek his 
presence continually!” 
1 Chronicles 16:11 



 

How are we doing financially?
The short answer is, we are holding strong and we give thanks to God 
for your considerable generosity.  

Donations have continued to come in through our new online giving 
platform, text to give, the mail, the Sunday collection plate and the 
monthly credit card giving. We are grateful for your faithfulness in 
continuing to give toward this year’s pledge. 

The Vestry, Finance Committee, and staff have given significant 
attention to the finances of the Church. They filed for the government 
PPP money when it became available and they are currently 
completing the paperwork so it can become a grant. This money 
helped us with salaries and operations during the early stages of the 
shutdown. We were able to continue paying our hourly Parent’s Day 

Out and Nursery employees, keeping them on the team until the time 
when they could return to work.  

Because of your generosity, we were also able to help our ministry 
partners, GRACE, Union Gospel Mission and Camp Crucis, in more 
considerable ways as they faced financial challenges because of the 
pandemic.  

As you consider your pledge for next year, we ask, if you can, that 
you continue to give the same amount you pledged last year. If you 
are able to give more, we will gratefully use these funds to enhance 
our ministry work. Your generosity will ensure that our financial position 
continues to remain strong.  



How We Spend 
God’s Money

In last year’s stewardship campaign, $906,380 was pledged. In our budget, 
we planned on an additional $167,500 of income through non-pledged 
offerings, gifts, etc. for a total income amount of $1,073,880. 

Every dollar we spend supports our ministry work. Expenditures are divided 
into 4 categories: 

Spiritual Growth: Includes children and youth ministers’ compensation, 
nursery, Parish events, hospitality, youth group, Christian education and 
VBS. 

Worship: Includes music staff compensation, altar supplies, outside 
musicians, building repairs and maintenance, landscape, cleaning, 
utilities, property insurance, altar flowers and debt service. 

Evangelism: Includes support of the Diocese of Northern Malawi, 
GRACE, Nashotah House Seminary, Union Gospel Mission, Camp Crucis, 
mission trips, the diocesan assessment and all other outreach. 

Pastoral Care: Includes clergy and office staff compensation, insurance, 
payroll taxes, office supplies, and normal office expenses. 
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A Pandemic Can’t Stop God’s Work 



 

What a Crazy Year 
2020

This year brought unprecedented change 
and a phenomenal willingness on the part of 
the Parish to adapt.  

New technology in the form of Zoom 
gatherings, live-streaming, Facebook Live 
and online giving were put in place in record 
time. Just as quickly, parishioners of all ages 
were jumping in and learning how to use the 
new technology, driven by a desire to 
connect with others at a time when “shelter 
at home” became a part of our vocabulary.  

The old-fashioned Phone Tree was also 
resurrected, with Clergy and Vestry calling 
everyone in the Parish to check on them and 
arrange for assistance if needed. And they 

weren’t alone in making calls. We know many 
of you continually reached out to those you 
knew might be alone and lonely, showing 
God’s love to others in real and meaningful 
ways.  

St. Laurence has always been a Parish family 
in the true sense of the word “family,” and 
we have seen that so very clearly this year. 
Ministry work continued at Union Gospel 
Mission, Gainesville State School and 
GRACE. Countless volunteers helped in new 
and different ways for our outdoor services, 
virtual VBS, St. Laurence Day, the remodeling 
of the choir loft, the youth summer mission 
trip and so much more.  

And finally during all of this craziness, many 
new families came to St. Laurence seeking to 
be a part of this wonderful Church home.

Praise God! 
One of the best things that happened this 
year was that the final court decision in 
the 10-year lawsuit was handed down in 
our favor. There are still some legal details 
that must be seen through before we 
have complete closure, but we look 
forward to a time when we can revisit our 
expansion plans. We give thanks to God 
that we can stay here and worship in this 
beautiful place.  



 

God Has Work For Us To Do 
2021

No matter what 2021 looks like, we 
will prepare for it the same as any 
year: with great anticipation for the 
many blessings and joys that God 
will bring.  

We will seek always to build up the 
body of Christ, to care for those in 
need and to raise up a new 
generation of Godly men and 
women. Our stewardship goals 
support this. 

To continue this work, we are 
asking everyone, if you can, to 
please pledge the same amount 
you pledged last year. If you are 
able to give more, we will gratefully 
use these funds to enhance our 
many ministries. 

We know there are many 
uncertainties right now and we are 
sensitive to the trials that many of 
you are facing. If you need help, let 
us know. If you can help others, also 
let us know. 

We all hope that we can return to 
normal in 2021. However, we trust in 
God and His plan and we won’t rest 
idly while we wait. God has work for 
us to do. 

"For I know the plans I 
have for you," declares the 
LORD, "plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope 
and a future."  Jeremiah 29:11 



 



Why should I pledge? Can’t I just give whatever I 
want whenever I want?  
Of course you can. But if instead you can estimate what you will 
be able to give next year, it helps us to plan our budget so we 
know what ministries, programs, and staffing we can afford.  

Do you need me to increase my pledge?  
We are asking everyone, if you can, to please pledge the same 
amount you did last year. This will allow us to maintain our current 
ministry programs and staff. If you are able to pledge more, we 
will gratefully use these funds to build on and enhance what we 
are currently doing.  

Given all the uncertainty because of Covid, can I 
change my pledge if circumstances change? 
Be assured that you can change your pledge and your giving at 
any time. You get to decide what happens with your giving.  

Should I set my pledge up on auto-draft? 
Yes, please do. It helps you to give steadily throughout the year 
without having to remember each month to donate. It also helps 
us to have a steady income each month.  

How do I tell you my pledge?  
Next week, you’ll receive your pledge card in the mail. Complete 
it with your pledge amount and bring it to Church on Sun, Nov. 1 
or drop it in the mail. 

FAQ’s



 



519 N. Kimball Ave. 
Southlake, TX 76092 
817-481-3335 
www.saintlaurencechurch.org 

A Prayer for Good 
Stewardship 

Father, you are the giver of all 
good gifts. Guide us to be 
generous with all that you give to 
us, that we might use our 
resources rightly, to the praise 
and glory of your name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

http://www.saintlaurencechurch.org

