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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

I have heard this phrase a lot lately, and I think it is true – we are begin-
ning to see the light at the end of the tunnel. The snow has melted. The 
number of new COVID cases is going down, and the number of peo-
ple vaccinated is going up. We are getting ready to worship in person 
again soon! The birds are singing, and the spring flowers are pushing 
up through the dirt.  I was able to sit outside with my neighbors in the 
sunshine this weekend and we all agreed–it finally feels like there is light 
at the end of the tunnel.

I’m not sure where the phrase came from originally.  JFK seems to have 
popularized it, but it is universally understood that even a little bit of light 
after a long period of darkness is a welcome sight. The longer we have 
been in darkness, the more we appreciate the light. The Bible is full of 
passages that reinforce this: “the people living in darkness have seen a 
great light” Matthew 4:16, “though I sit in darkness the Lord will be my 
light” Micah 7:8, “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has 
not overcome it.” John 1:5

Sometimes we don’t really appreciate the light until we are forced to live 
without it for a while. Such is human nature. We don’t always appreciate 
things until we are forced to do without them. How much more do we 
appreciate spring after an especially cold winter? How much more do 
we appreciate health after an illness or injury? (Thank you so much to all 
of you for praying me through my recent realization of this.)  How much 
more do we cherish our everyday gatherings--church, restaurants, birth-
day parties--now that we have spent a year distant from one another?

In this season of Lent, as we prepare for Easter, we have an opportunity 
to pause and appreciate the gift of new life, hope, and promise that is 
offered to us in this season of resurrection. “I am the light of the world,” 
Jesus said, “whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but have 
everlasting life.” John 8:12 

God has called us out of darkness and into the light. Thanks be to God 
for the light at the end of the tunnel. 
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Dear Salem Family,

In just a little more than two weeks, it will 
be Easter!  As the circumstances of the 
pandemic continue to limit our ability to 
host large gatherings onsite safely, our 
pastors and staff are pouring all our energy 
and resources into two online Easter 
services: one Traditional Easter service and 
one Modern Easter service. There will be 

some special smaller services onsite as well–prayer services 
and a Holy Thursday event. I also have it on good authority 
that the Easter Bunny will be out and about around town 
Easter week to see the kids! 

On Easter Sunday we will offer Drive-thru Communion at 
our South-City Site, The Connection, from 10:00 am-11:00 
am and at our Mid-County Site, Salem, from 11:00 am – 
noon. The Resurrection Cross will be available to adorn with 
flowers, and there may be some musical surprises as well. 

Two weeks after Easter, in-person worship will resume 
beginning April 18!  If you prefer to continue participating 
in worship virtually, Modern Online Worship will be ongoing, 
and we will begin to livestream our Traditional service each 
week at that time.

We can’t wait to welcome you back!  Worship will look a 
little different. We will still do all that we can to prevent the 
spread of COVID19 in our community. Service times will be 

as follows at Mid-County: 9:30 am Modern Worship and 
11:00 am Traditional Worship.  At The Connection (South-
City), in-person worship will be at 11:00 am. 

As we prepare to come together again for in-person 
worship, let’s continue to pray for those who have been 
affected by this virus.  Many in our own church family have 
experienced the illness, and a number of families have lost 
a loved one. We are committed to returning to in-person 
worship in ways that will not increase these numbers. Be 
on the lookout for more details regarding procedures for 
attending in-person services.

I could never begin to express my gratitude for the loving 
encouragement this congregation has offered our staff 
during this past year.  You have been “The Church” in so 
many ways, and we can’t wait to see you again! As Paul 
writes to the church in Ephesus, “I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another 
in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.”

We look forward to celebrating Easter online with you on 
April 4 and welcoming you back to worship in person at 
both Salem and The Connection on April 18.

In Resurrection hope, 
Pastor Terri 

OPENING OUR DOORS 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

PASTOR SEAN APPOINTED  
TO CENTRALIA UMC 

A few weeks 
ago, our District 
Superintendent, 
Rev. Robin Bell, 
informed the Salem 
Leadership Board 
that the Missouri 
Conference believes Rev. Katrina 
Drew is ready for the next step in 
her professional journey, and she 
has been called to serve as the 
Senior Pastor at Mt. Zion UMC 
beginning this July after Annual 
Conference. We will miss Pastor 
Katrina and her ministry among us, 
but we also share their confidence 
in her and will send her on to Mt. 
Zion with our blessings! We send 
our love and congratulations to the 
community at Mt. Zion and know 
they will be blessed by Katrina’s 
work with them.

PASTOR KATRINA’S  
NEW APPOINTMENT

This past week our District Superintendent, Rev. Robin 
Bell, called a meeting to announce that Rev. Sean McIn-
tyre will be appointed Senior Pastor of Centralia United 
Methodist Church outside Columbia, MO, this summer. 
We are sad to see him go, but we are full of pride and 
joy as well because this is a great opportunity for Sean. 
He and Brittany will be moving to a church in a rapidly 
growing neighborhood. They will be leaders in shaping 

a community that will bring good news to many young families, and I know 
they are ready to do it well.  Our loss is Centralia’s gain, and we send them 
our congratulations and blessings.

We did not ask to have two pastors moved this year, and we do not an-
ticipate a new pastor being appointed due to an overall clergy shortage. 
That said our bench remains deep in terms of lay and pastoral talent. Our 
Board will be developing the best strategy for the next year, but some ex-
citing pieces are already in place. Our own Nick Savage has long felt a call 
to preaching ministry, and his certification as a Licensed Local Pastor was 
already underway.

I invite you to join me in taking a bit of time to celebrate Sean and his family 
as they prepare for their next adventure in ministry--as well as a new baby!  



DON’T GO TO SLEEP!
BY REV. MARVIN PYRON

Lenten preparation is a focus on a future event . . . but, it’s a 
future event that has already happened. When I was in my mid-
40’s I began to obsess about the Resurrection. It wasn’t Lent 
or the Easter seasons when that started. Just out of the blue 
this thought would arise in my mind, “Marvin, if you accepted 
the Resurrection fully, you would live differently.”  This went on 
for years. I would, now and then, tell colleagues in the ministry 
about this. None of them understood what I meant. Some were 
annoyed because when I said to them, “If we truly depended 
on the Resurrection we’d preach differently . . . we’d be more 
confident as pastors.”  I think they thought I was attacking them. 
No one seemed to get that I was really talking about me and my 
failure. 

The world always seems to be in trouble. The very first Christians 
stepped out into a very dangerous environment. They were not 
powerful. Where did they get that courage?  Jesus was a teacher 
and a healer. They had followed him because of that. However, 
all that good stuff did not make them brave. They ran away and 
hid when Jesus was crucified. It was the Resurrection that gave 
them courage. We have immense intellectual problems with the 
Easter event. So did the very first Christians. Easter is so much 
an act of God that we can’t figure it out. Our only choices seem 
to be to trust it or reject it or to waffle. The worst choice is to 
waffle. The power choice is to trust it. That has been my struggle 
for 40 years. God did something game-changing 1,990 years 
ago. No matter the obstacles that we are mired in, God has 
entered our world and brought us victory. 

Marvin, it’s not Easter yet. Aren’t you jumping the gun?  Nope. 
This is no time to be living with salvation being a future event. 
Our entire life has been and will be lived in the reality of the 
risen Christ Jesus. The preparation part of Lent is to remember. 
Christianity, when practiced fully, is God-empowered. This 
pandemic has really messed with my mind, but, being separated 
from you has forced me to face my old issue again. So, I offer to 
God this Lenten season a non-waffling Marvin. Will you join me?

Remember, Jesus always invites his disciples, you and me, 
to be with him in his Gethsemane moments . . . Matthew 
26:36,38 and 40: Then Jesus went with them to a place 
called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” Then he said to them, “I 
am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here and stay 
awake with me.” Then he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay 
awake with me one hour?” 

Don’t go to sleep. 

Prayer: O Lord, our God, we are overwhelmed when we 
remember what you have done. Then, we are stunned when we 
anticipate your future acts. Enable us to stay awake. AMEN 

This devotion is taken from Salem’s e-mailed Lent devotions.  
After Lent, we will continue to e-mail devotions from Salem 
pastors, staff, and lay people twice a week on Mondays and 
Saturdays. You can sign up for e-mail devotions here: salemstlouis.
com/devotionals.

It’s unbelievable to me that by the time you 
are reading, Easter will be ever so near. 
Easter is the most wonderful and celebratory 
day and season of the year when we marvel 
at the magnificent resurrection of King Jesus. 
The resurrection of Jesus is constantly resur-
recting us, not just so that we are resurrect-
ed, but so that we might bring that resurrec-
tion to others. And yet, there is so much in 
our world that still needs to experience the 
same resurrection that you and I have. We 
need more of the miracle of Easter to reach 
those who are without the food they need to 
be safe and healthy. We need to be vessels 
for God to create resurrection in our educa-
tional system that isn’t the same for all.  

As you know, Salem, even in these trying 
times, is committed to connecting all people 
with God’s extravagant love by combatting 
hunger and illiteracy in our community. This 
past year we have been able to say YES to 
our partner agencies fighting hunger and 
illiteracy. Like when St. Louis Public Schools 
asks for technology necessary for students to 
learn in the class and at home, our team was 
able to provide. We have said yes to provid-
ing books and other incentives for the efforts 
of students and families. We have said yes 
to feeding more people at LifeWise STL and 
yes to feeding more people at Haven Street 
and Epworth. This is why 100% of our online 
offering received at Easter is going directly 
to projects to combat hunger and illiteracy 
in St. Louis. We invite you to give that others 
might experience the miracle of Easter. 

BRINGING 
RESURRECTION HOPE  
TO OTHERS THROUGH 
THE EASTER OFFERING 
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
GIVE TOWARDS

THE EASTER OFFERING 
Web: salemstlouis.com/give 
Text: Give to 314-888-9160
App: salemstlouis - download & click give 
Mail: Send a check to the church office and 
designate it for the Easter offering by placing 
“Easter” on the memo line.
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS
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