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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

On June 27, Salem was delighted to host a food drive at both 
Mid-County and South-City Sites. Items collected benefited 
Epworth Children and Family Services and LifeWise STL in 
their food distribution programs. LifeWise is serving about 300 
households per week with all kinds of groceries along with fresh 
produce. Epworth serves around 60 family units per week with 
a box full of groceries, fresh produce, and packaged meals. 
Between grocery donations dropped off at the food drive and 
monetary donations, Salem provided approximately $3,000 
worth of groceries for St. Louis families in need. To those who 
participated: THANK YOU! 

The need is only rising as the pandemic rages on for longer. 
There are many ways to continue to provide for those in need 
in the community through Salem. Our meal ministry in South 
City: Haven Street, needs to provide socks, bug spray, and sun-
screen for guests who live on the streets. A donation box will 
be in the glass rotunda to receive these health-related items 
during office hours (Tuesday through Thursday, from 10 am to 
4 pm), and monetary donations can be made at salemstlouis.
com/give. 

Epworth and LifeWise continue to provide for the community. 
If you are interested in serving through either of those partners, 
head to salemstlouis.com/outreach and/or email Pastor Sean 
at sean@salemstlouis.com.

POP-UP FOOD DRIVE 
A SUCCESS! 
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

TOP NEWS INSIDE

Terri Talk - pg. 2

Your Giving Makes a Difference - pg. 4

Small Groups Offer Hope - pg. 2

Mercy and Justice - pg. 3

The Numbers - pg. 3

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MID-COUNTY SITE
Church office will reopen on Tuesday, July 21.  Office hours will 
be at Mid-County only Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 
10:00 am-4:00 pm.  Temperatures will be taken in order to enter 
the building, and masks will be required.



Dear Salem Family,

As we prepare to return to 
worship on-site again, I feel 
a bit like the exiles must have 

felt preparing to return to their homeland 
in biblical times. I can’t wait to be back. 
I am filled with memories of music and 
fellowship and time spent together. I long 
to experience those things again. But I also 
worry about how things will have changed. 
New rules about masks and keeping my 
distance still feel strange. Many had hoped 
that by the time we returned to church, 
things would just be “normal” again.  Yes, I 
want to shake your hands, see your smiles, 
and hear your voices singing together. 
But more than that I want you stay well-
equipped to spread good news and do 
good work for years to come. We listened 
to your feedback from the survey about 
returning to worship and have decided to 
strike a balance as we return. We will come 
back in stages, with appropriate safety 
measures, while continuing online worship 
for everyone who needs or prefers to 
worship at home.

We recognize that changes in the number 
of COVID cases and/or revised health 
guidelines could require changes to the 
plan, but this letter outlines our current 
plan. We just restarted our weekly prayer 
service in the Multipurpose Room at our 
Mid-County Site this past week. This is 
an opportunity to hear an inspirational 
word from one of the pastors and to pray 
together. Chairs are placed in groups of 1, 

2, and 4 and spread 6 feet apart throughout 
the room. The service will continue on 
Facebook Live at the same time, so you can 
choose to attend in person or join in online.

On SUNDAY, JULY 26, we will begin 9:30 
AM MODERN (Multipurpose Room) and 
11:00 AM TRADITIONAL (Sanctuary) 
services at our Mid-County Site. Our 8:30 
Chapel space is simply too small to be able 
to accommodate social distancing safely.  
The 10:45 service is being moved to 11:00 
to allow more time between services. For all 
services, you will be asked to arrive about 15 
minutes early, pre-register your attendance 
with your connect card on our Salem app, 
have your temperature taken, and wear a 
mask--bring your favorite or we will have 
some available for you. For services in the 
MPR, please enter through the main doors 
off the rear (east) parking lot and plan to stay 
in the Education Wing of the building only. 
For services in the Sanctuary, please plan to 
enter through the front (west) doors directly 
into the Sanctuary and stay in that wing of 
the building. Seating in the Sanctuary will 
be at opposite ends of alternating rows 
to ensure proper distancing, and there 
will be signs to guide you. Even as I type, 
renovations are underway at our South-
City Site, The Connection, to allow proper 
seating and a return on-site there soon.

Some things will be different, the bands 
and orchestra will be smaller, we will not 
serve communion or shake hands, there will 
be no paper bulletins, hymnals or prayer 
cards (making it especially important to get 

familiar with Salem’s app), you will need to 
wear your masks through the service instead 
of singing out loud, offerings will be taken 
online or at drop-boxes instead of passed 
plates, children will stay with their parents, 
and–I know this hurts–no doughnuts and 
coffee for a while.

But what matters most remains the same. 
We will gather. We will praise. We will pray.  
We will be the people of God in the midst 
of a pandemic, doing what God’s people 
are called to do. And the good news of the 
pandemic has been, and remains, that the 
church is not the building. All the things 
we have committed to doing outside the 
buildings will continue as we begin to 
return to worship onsite. We will continue to 
worship wherever we are, feed the hungry, 
and love our neighbors.

I can’t wait to see some of you in person 
soon. Be sure to choose your favorite 
mask and download Salem’s app (https://
www.salemstlouis.com/mobileapp). While 
you don’t need to make a reservation, the 
process on Sunday morning will be much 
faster if you have filled out your Connect 
Card on the Salem app or website in 
advance. And if you aren’t feeling well, are 
high-risk, traveling for the summer, or just 
not quite ready to be in a group of people 
yet, we understand that too and encourage 
you to worship with us online (https://vimeo.
com/salemstlouis). We will stay connected 
either way.

Grace & Peace, Pastor Terri

IN-PERSON WORSHIP COMING SOON

One thing I love about following Jesus is that it always guides my eyes 
towards hope. Even in the middle of difficult times, hope is always 
waiting just out of view. This was true when Jesus hung on the cross: 
the hope of resurrection was just a few days away. And so even in times 
of great tumult and uncertainty, as the church we seek out hope.

A beacon of hope for me over the past few months has been our 
Wednesday Night Men’s Bible Study. We meet via zoom from 6:30-
7:30 pm each week. We read scripture, talk about it, talk about life, and 
pray for one another. Often times over the past few months we would 
start off by talking about what was happening in the world around 
us and how we can be the hands and feet of God in the midst of it. 
Since we meet via zoom, participants can join from their laptop or their 
smartphone, no matter where they are.

We have many different online groups meeting every week. I pray that 
you all could find a group to connect with. If you have any questions or 
need help getting involved feel free to contact me at 314-537-0897 or 
email me at tim@salemstlouis.com. 

 - REV. TERRI SWAN

SMALL 
GROUPS 
OFFER HOPE

- REV. TIM POWER



Recent events have brought to the forefront of conversation 
systems of injustice which plague our nation and have for 
quite some time.  The disproportionate rate of Covid-19 
deaths and illness impacting low-income 
communities, particularly those of color, 
draw attention to disparities in healthcare.  
The deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Ar-
bery, and Breonna Taylor have increased 
awareness of systemic racism particularly 
within our justice system.  People have 
taken to the streets demanding reform. 
Justice is on our minds.  So how are we as Christians to 
respond?  

When baptized, United Methodists vow to “accept the free-
dom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.” 
Methodism began as a holiness movement with justice and 
mercy as central tenants. John Wesley called people to re-
vival.  Some might say we are in the midst of yet another 
revival–a revolution.  

As Christians we are called to live by the words of Micah 6:8- 
To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God.  While ministries of mercy are strong at Salem and The 
Connection through our Outreach Team, our pastors have 
come to understand that we need a new Social Justice Min-
istry. I am excited to take on this task!  But how do we grow 
a new ministry in the age of Covid-19?  Well, we go online 
of course.  That is why we have created the “Salem UMC 
Social Justice Ministry”  Facebook group.  The online group 
will allow members of Salem UMC (Mid-County & South-
City Sites) and our greater community to connect online for 
discussion, education, and advocacy. Our goal is to address 
the root causes of injustice which plague us locally and far 
beyond and to begin take action. 

Of course, acts of justice and mercy go hand in hand. Salem 
Social Justice Ministries will work closely with our Outreach 
Ministry Team which seeks to serve the immediate needs 
of hunger and literacy through Haven Street at The Con-
nection and in partnership with Epworth and LifeWise STL. 
Coupled with that important work we will seek to better 
understand the root cause of hunger and illiteracy in our 
community and how we can respond.  As we seek to build 
God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, we must address 
broken systems of injustice in addition to meeting the tan-
gible needs of those impacted. 

We invite YOU to be part of the conversation on Facebook. 
If you’re not on Facebook, that’s ok. Be on the lookout for 
Zoom groups like our current White Fragility book study 
and other opportunities to learn, grow, and advocate for 
others.  Join the revolution! Let’s live out our baptismal call 
together. 

MERCY AND JUSTICE  
- REV. KATRINA DREW

THE NUMBERS
 - REV. DEBORAH LEMOINE

One thing I love about John Wesley is that he 
was a “practical” theologian. He cared about 
the way theology impacted real people in the 
real world. During the pandemic, I have been 
reminded that I am also a fan of “practical” 
math.  I care about the ways that numbers im-
pact real people in the real world. There has 
been a lot of focus on numbers the past few 
months. Giving. Spending. Facebook shares 
and Instagram likes. Numbers of people in the 
hospital. Number of seats in the sanctuary. Sa-
lem has been fortunate. When giving on Sun-
day morning disappeared, online giving went 
up (thank you!). When spending for online wor-
ship went up, spending inside the buildings 
went down. While we have had families im-
pacted directly by COVID illnesses, that num-
ber never grew as large as we feared it might. 
All of this good fortune has allowed us to be 
generous. Like so many organizations, we have 
had to pivot, rapidly changing directions while 
standing firm in our central mission to connect 
all people with God’s extravagant love.  

Every dollar you have given has been utilized 
in service of that mission. We have spent some 
of those dollars on things we never thought 
we’d need–tools and technology to make on-
line worship possible. While we did this in re-
sponse to the pandemic, we now realize that 
our online campus is thriving. (We track those 
attendance numbers, too!). We are reaching 
people near and far who have never been in-
side our buildings on a Sunday morning. Our 
online campus will continue, and that invest-
ment will yield fruit for years to come. We’ve 
also spent more of those dollars on some 
things than we normally would–food in partic-
ular, as the pandemic has left our food insecure 
and homeless neighbors especially at risk. The 
numbers I look at each week reflect ministry 
well done in challenging times. They reflect a 
commitment to practical theology that shares 
Good News with real people in the real world, 
even when that world forces us to change the 
way we do things. Thanks be to God for your 
faithful commitment to Salem and its mission. 
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

@SALEMSTLOUIS
NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER SERVICE 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 


