
Flawed and Faithful – The Rock 

“Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Human One is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” He said, “And what about you? Who do 
you say that I am?” Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Then 
Jesus replied, “Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because no human has shown this to you. 
Rather my Father who is in heaven has shown you. I tell you that you are Peter. And I’ll build 
my church on this rock. The gates of the underworld won’t be able to stand against it. I’ll give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Anything you fasten on earth will be fastened in 
heaven. Anything you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven.”” 

CEB 19-16:13 Matthew  

Jesus tells Peter that the church community will be built upon his faith.  Read Acts 2 for the 
beginning of the church on the day of Pentecost and the boldness of Peter’s words.  Yet, 
Peter did not always show such faith.  

1. Where do we begin to hear Peter’s story?  Read Mark 1:16-20.  What did Jesus say he
would teach Peter?

2. Peter is mentioned by name over 120 times in the Bible….Did Peter always show great 
faith? What stories do you remember about Peter? 

3. There is one thing that Peter will always be remembered for…From the Gospel of
Matthew…

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were 
with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the 
people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of 
them; your accent gives you away.” 



74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before 
the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Peter denies Jesus not once – not twice – but three times, just as Jesus said he would. 

4. Why do we know this story about Peter?

5. How do we deny Jesus in our daily faith journey?

6. How did Peter move from fear to courage? How did he move from hiding in a room
with the other disciples after the crucifixion – to proclaiming him as the Messiah
before thousands?

7. Talk about God’s love and forgiveness in your own life.

Let us Pray:  God forgive us for denying you each day – Forgive us for the ways we do this in 
action and inaction.  Wash over us your grace and may we find the courage of our faith. 
In Jesus Name. 
Amen.  
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