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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

Happy New Year Salem family. Despite how distant and frustrating the 
Advent and Christmas season of 2020 was, it was also so fulfilling and 
inspiring because of the way we lived out the Gospel together. As the 
calendar turned toward the colder months, the struggle for those in need 
only grew and we responded. Guests at Haven Street were able to pick 
out the coats, gloves, hats, socks, and blankets they need to stay safe and 
warm this season. These items continue to be made available at Haven 
Street. 

Salem also provided physical nourishment for members of the St. Louis 
community in need by sending 3205 pounds of turkey for Thanksgiving 
to LifeWise STL. A team from Salem was present at LifeWise for the dis-
tribution of the turkeys to individuals and families. In addition to twice 
weekly meals, Haven Street served a special Thanksgiving Day meal to 
our guests, giving out a total of 85 meals with all the traditional Thanks-
giving fixings. Once Christmas came to town, the Holy Smokers men’s 
ministry continued to work by smoking hams and providing 135 hams 
for LifeWise STL’s food distribution as well as 70 more for Epworth’s food 
pantry in North County. 

Throughout December we also assisted LifeWise in their Holiday Market, 
that helps families with gifts and household essentials for the holidays. 
Finally, this Christmas, we collected a special offering for Outreach Min-
istries. One hundred percent of the offering is going directly toward our 
ministries that combat hunger and illiteracy. Together we were able to 
raise over $40,000! That is amazing and will make a huge difference in 
sharing the love of Jesus with those in need. Stay tuned to see stories of 
the lives touched by these gifts. 

This first quarter of the year, you will news and stories of ways to serve at 
Epworth You can head to salemstlouis.com/Epworth or Epworth.org for 
more information. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to help meet the needs of our 
neighbors throughout the St Louis area.

CONTINUING TO SERVE  
THE COMMUNITY  
THROUGH OUTREACH 
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

Salem is committed to making an impact in our commu-
nity. Now, you can help with just one hour of your time! 
Join us for an American Red Cross blood drive and give 
blood, January 22, from 1:00 to 6:00 pm at Salem United 
Methodist Church.  Visit RedCrossBlood.org using code 
salemumcladue to make an appointment.



Let’s begin 2021 with a little giggle. Maybe like me, you can 
relate to this poem, author unknown.

Twas the month after Christmas and all through the house 
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. 
The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste. 
All the holiday parties had gone to my waist. 
When I got on the scales there arose such a number! 
When I walked to the store (less a walk than a lumber). 
I’d remember the marvelous meals I’d prepared; 
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared, 
The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese 
And the way I’d never said, “No thank you, please.” 
As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt 
And prepared once again to do battle with dirt--- 
I said to myself, as I only can 
“You can’t spend a winter disguised as a man!” 
So--away with the last of the sour cream dip, 
Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip 
Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 
Till all the additional ounces have vanished. 
I won’t have a cookie--not even a lick. 
I’ll want only to chew on a long celery stick. 
I won’t have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie, 
I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. 
I’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is a bore--- 
But isn’t that what January is for? 
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot. 
Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet! 
 
I laugh every time I read this because it is soooo true! 
 
As we step on the scales after Christmas, many of us would 
like to hit the “Do Over” button, allowing us to correct our 
mistakes and do things differently.  

I imagine most people would love to 
have a “Do Over” for some point in 
their life. There are moments when 
we look back at a time in which we 
did the wrong thing or said the wrong 
thing and think, “I wish I had a ‘do 
over’ for that day!” 

Embarrassing moments are one thing, 
but there are other times in which we have made more serious 
mistakes. Wouldn’t it be nice if we could just yell, “DO OVER” 
and get another chance to do it differently?

The good news is that God specializes in “do overs” 
and second chances. The grace of Jesus Christ offers us 
forgiveness and a different path for our lives. Christ offers us a 
new beginning and a new life, life in all of its fullness!

Jesus isn’t just doing new things around you. Jesus wants 
to do new things in you and through you! In Christ, you are 
a new creation! “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

The prophet Isaiah said–“Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing!  I am making a 
way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland!”

The good news is that Jesus Christ has already pushed the 
“Do Over” button for us! All we have to do is accept this love 
and forgiveness and live in the fullness that he offers.

Join us for Online Worship on Sundays through January as 
we learn together about how our God specializes in making 
things new and helping us to get a “Do Over.”

DO OVER 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

Worship at Salem was very different in 2020. Instead of four services in four sepa-
rate locations, the COVID-19 pandemic caused us to rethink and retool for a very 
unique moment in history. In March 2020, we began worshipping entirely online. 
I will be honest: there was a steep learning curve. Our staff and volunteers got a 
crash course in video production, editing, and audio engineering. Our pastors be-
came instant televangelists. But we took on the challenge, and between March and 
Christmas Eve, we matured a lot in our ability to share our worship services online 
in high quality and engaging ways. One of the blessings of 2020 (yes there WERE 
some blessings in 2020!) is that a number of people found us for the first time thru 
our online worship services, often because a church member shared the link with a 
friend. Thank you, and please keep sharing. 

So you might be wondering, what does 2021 hold? Honestly, we all are. We are 
prayerful and hopeful that dissemination of the COVID-19 vaccine will begin to 
bring about some sense of normalcy over the course of this year, but it will be 
a new normal for sure. We plan to continue offering our worship service online 
each Sunday. As circumstances make it possible for us to begin meeting safely 
and responsibly in person, we will continue to offer an online only service as well. 
Increasingly, people are connecting with the church and with God thru the tools of 
technology, and, in 2021, we want to become Kingdom workers skilled to use all of 
the tools God gives us.

WORSHIP IN 2021 
- BY REV. TIM POWER



Connect Group 
/kəˈnekt/ /ɡro͞op/ 
Noun 
A small group of 4-12 people 
committed to gathering weekly 
(on-line or in-person) to connect in 
relationship with one another and 
Christ.

From the beginning of the Methodist 
Movement, small group ministry 
has been an integral part of helping 
people grow as faithful Christians.  
Our founder, John Wesley, believed 
personal holiness and social holiness 
go hand-in-hand.  There could not be 
one without the other. To live a holy 
life meant believers must share their 
lives in intimate fellowship with one 
another on a regular basis. Throughout 
scripture we are reminded that we are 
not meant to do life alone.  We are to 
encourage one another and spur each 
other on (Hebrews 10:24-25).  We 
must challenge one another to grow, 
as iron sharpens iron (Proverbs 27:17).  
Together we are strengthened, just 
as a cord of three is not easily broken 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).  But developing 
relationships with other believers that 
allow you to comfortably express parts 
of your life is not always easy. Sharing 
personal things for which you need 
encouragement or shortcomings that 
you would like to be held accountable 
for does not always happen in a large 
group setting or even in a short-
term study.  Relationships take time 

and committed effort.  That’s why 
we believe Connect Groups are so 
important.  It’s an opportunity to 
commit to Christian community in a 
small and trusted environment.  

I honestly believe that all people 
desire to experience a sense of 
true belonging, community, and 
connection with others. If you are 
curious about what a Connect Group 
might look like for you, I invite you to 
give it a test run. Contact the facilitator 
of one of the groups that meets during 
a time that fits your schedule and tell 
them you would like to give it a try. 
Not every group will be the perfect fit 
for every person and our facilitators 
understand that. If it doesn’t feel like 
a good fit, try another group. Existing 
groups can be joined at any time and 
two new groups are beginning on 
Monday evenings at the end of this 
month!  Below is a list of Connect 
Groups that are currently accepting 
new members.   
 
*NEW*  
Middle Aged & Young at Heart  
Mondays at 6:30 pm 
Facilitator: Paul Fox  
Email: paulfox@foxfamilyfarmllc.com  
 
*NEW*  
Monday Connect Group  
Mondays at 7:30 pm 
Facilitator: Lauren Caito 
Email: lauren.caito85@gmail.com  

Tuesday Connect Group 
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 
Facilitator: Katrina Drew  
Email: katrina@salemstlouis.com  
 
Young Adult Couples  
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 
Facilitator: Sean McIntyre   
Email: sean@salemstlouis.com 
 
Wednesday Women’s  
Connect Group 
Wednesdays at 9:00 am 
Facilitator: Liz Rea  
Email: reasatsalem@gmail.com 

Men on Mission  
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
Facilitator: Tim Power 
Email: tim@salemstlouis.com  
 
Thursday Connect Group   
*Recently Formed* 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
Facilitator: Jen Adams 
Email: adamsjl78@gmail.com

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP - CONNECT GROUPS
BY REV. KATRINA DREW

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
Send an email to a Connect 
Group facilitator or contact 
Rev. Katrina Drew by email at 
katrina@salemstlouis.com or 
phone at (314) 991-0546.  



Dear Church Family, 
 
As we enter the new year together, I want to let you know that just before Christmas I was diagnosed 
with a very early (literally stage zero) and very treatable form of breast cancer. Because of the early 
diagnoses, there are outstanding surgical options to prevent its spread. Thus, by the time you read 
this, I will be recovering at home (with my family tending to my every need!) and taking a bit of time 
away from the church office to rest and heal. Our pastoral staff and Board were fully informed before 
the holidays and have been incredibly supportive. We have had time to prepare for my absence, and I 
know everything will run smoothly while I am out for a month or so. If you have questions about who is 
handling something in my absence, please reach out to Jennifer, and she can direct you.  
 
I feel so very blessed to live in a city with some of the nation’s leading research hospitals and surgical 
teams. I am especially grateful to the many Salem women who have not only conquered breast cancer, 
but volunteered for the research studies that make this sort of early detection and treatment possible 
today. I also want to thank everyone that has worked so hard to contain the spread of COVID in our 
community in order to ensure hospital beds are available when we need them. When we made the 
decision to continue worshiping off-site during the Advent season to help keep numbers down, I had no 
idea that I would be the person that needed that hospital bed. So, an extra thank you for the sacrifices 
you have made for the health of the larger community this season. Most of all, thank you for your prayers.  
 
To be on staff at the church I have considered home for so many years is one of the great joys of my 
life, and a great comfort to our entire family at this time. We are reading some chapters of Ecclesiastes 
in preparation for Lent, and I am struck today by King Solomon’s wisdom when he says there is nothing 
better for human beings than to enjoy our work in life. I enjoy my work with you very much--connecting 
all people with God’s extravagant love--and I look forward to rejoining you soon.

Grace & Peace,  
Pastor Deb

1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131 
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

@SALEMSTLOUIS
NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 


