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Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it.
Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them;
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.
Psalm 96:11-12

In 1719, this beautiful Psalm inspired the English minister 
Isaac Watts to pen the lyrics to “Joy to the World.” In 1848 
the American composer Lowell Mason created the musical 
accompaniment we know today. And since the early 20th 
century, “Joy to the World” has been the most published 
and popular Christmas hymn in North America. There is good 
reason.

Despite making no mention of the that first Christmas Eve—
no barns or stables or stars in the sky—it focuses on a key 
theme of the Christmas narrative: Joy. It’s not about the birth 
of Jesus - it’s about His love for us. As we began planning for 
the Advent season this year one line of the hymn resonated 
with us all, “let every heart prepare Him room.” To prepare 
room for Jesus in our hearts and lives means making space 
for Joy. For hope, and peace and love as well. This season 
we have crafted an Advent schedule of events to help you 
prepare for Joy. Concerts are back, with full orchestras and 
bands and guest soloists. Santa is coming for breakfast. The 
candles will be lit and the songs will be sung. Good news will 
be proclaimed. There will be Joy in the house of God. Get 
ready to celebrate with us at both our sites or in your own 
home online.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come—let us celebrate the 
wonders of his love!

JOY TO THE WORLD 
- REV. DEBORAH LEMOINE

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 
Sign up now to receive a daily Advent devotional to 
your email.  Scan the code with the camera on your 
phone or call the church office.  Printed copies will 
also be available.

Block Party & Trunk or Treat Events 2021

http://vid.us/oeo368
https://pushpay.com/g/salemunitedmethodistsl?fnd=TWiG0P3oMbRcShRivCX9MA&r=No&lang=en
https://www.salemstlouis.com/christmas


REJOICE.  PRAY.  GIVE THANKS. 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

-

Hello Church family! We are certainly in full swing in the life of children’s ministry, we have many things to cele-
brate and new events coming soon. First, I would like to thank everyone that came out to Trunk or Treat on Oc-
tober 30th, we had many new families and community members join us and our members really stepped up and 
decorated cars, handed out candy, and made great new connections. Our current unit in Kids Connect is “Big 
and Small,” a series about Job with the goal to help children realize that even though we are small, God listens 
to our big feelings, God sees the big picture, God cares about every small problem, and we can also be a big 
help in small ways. So far, students at both sites have enjoyed playing games, acting, digging into God’s  Word, 
and collaborating with peers about how we can be gritty problem solvers even through difficult times.  We will 
wrap up this unit with a service project. We have been doing this at the end of each unit to emphasize that we 
can use our time and spiritual gifts to serve others. Our next unit just in time for the Advent season is called “Joy 
to the World”. This series will remind us of what a universal gift Jesus is, and how Jesus brought good news, joy, 
and peace on that very first Christmas so that the whole world could know God! For a Christmas event all for the 
kids, we are hosting the first annual “Flapjacks and Flannels” breakfast fundraiser for the Nutrition and Literacy 
program. We will have the Holy Smokers serving up pancakes and bacon, there will be crafts, games, and  even 
a visit from Santa! Join us at Salem Mid-County for this festive event on Saturday, December 4, 9:00-11:00 am, 
scan the qr code with the camera on your phone or visit our website to register.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE
- EMILY SMITH

Final Instructions . . .  
Rejoice always, pray continually,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God’s will for you  
in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

We preached about “Healthy 
Habits” in October, but there is one healthy habit partic-
ularly suited to November. We need to make a habit of 
expressing gratitude. Give thanks in all circumstances, 
Paul’s final instructions to the church in Thessalonica said. 
Thankfulness, rather than complaint, should be our de-
fault position. It seems like complaint was the universal 
language of the pandemic, we’ve had a hard couple years 
after all, but constantly looking for the bad orients us in 
the wrong direction. When we see something good in life, 
we need to point it out. Thank God for it. We all complain 
occasionally, probably too often, but we need to practice 
responding to our own complaining by finding things to 
be thankful for. This helps to rewire our brains to be as 
proficient at recognizing the good in life as we are at iden-
tifying the bad.

We need to express gratitude regardless of the situation. 
In his aptly titled “final instructions,” Paul goes on to 
tell the Thessalonians to give thanks in all circumstances 
because God wills it. Why would God will this? Because 
when we hold on to faith and work with God in all things, 
God will use all things for Good. One of Paul’s best loved 
statements is this: “we know that in all things God works 

for the good of those that love him.” God works for good 
in all things—and he calls us to work alongside him. That 
doesn’t mean things always feel good. It doesn’t mean 
that all things are good. It doesn’t mean that God makes 
bad things happen just to teach us a good lesson. But 
it does mean we can have confidence that ultimately— 
somewhere, somehow, God will use all things for good. 

Our final instructions from Paul also tell us that we need 
to make gratitude a part of our interactions with other 
people. Gratitude should impact both our relationship 
with God and our relationships with each other. Say thank 
you to people in your life. To those who work hard among 
us. To those who care for us. To those who admonish us 
to be better. Too often, the people we express gratitude 
to the least are the people that are closest to us. When 
we gather in thanksgiving, we need to thank God and 
thank one another. 

We move so quickly from Halloween to Thanksgiving to 
Christmas this time of year that I think it can be easy to 
forget the real meaning of all these days. Instead of fo-
cusing on remembrance, gratitude, and then grace our 
culture has us moving from candy, to turkey, to presents. I 
invite you to pause with me as we enter the last quarter of 
the year and really hear Paul’s final instructions. Rejoice. 
Pray. Give thanks. For this is God’s will for us in Christ Je-
sus.

Blessings,  
Rev. Terri Swan



OUT OF OUR BOUNTY 
ROY JONES, DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

Instead, use your hands for good hard work and give 
generously to those in need. - Ephesians 4:27-28
 
Think of Out of Our Bounty (OOOB) as an Outreach 
distribution center from our church to our ministry 
partners: LifeWise STL, Epworth Children & Family 
Services, St. Louis Public Schools, and Haven Street.  
Through your generosity in giving you can help 
ensure that those who are in need get the things that 
they’re missing.   
 
Learn more about our ministry partners below and 
consider making a donation.  Do you want be more 
involved?  Feel free to contact/ask Roy (Jones), Lori 
(Elliott), DeDe (Jacobs), Ginger (Kurten) . . . or if you 
see the light on and the door is open, stop by & say 
hello! 

INTRADA: Intrada supports youth who have aged 
out of foster care and is a part of Epworth Children 
& Family Services.  A ten-unit apartment building 
provides housing and wrap-around services such as 
life skills training and employment assistance.  Top 
needs: household items, kitchen items, feminine 
hygiene products, books.

EPWORTH CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES: Helps 
children, youth, and families move toward self-suf-
ficiency by focusing on health, housing, education, 
and employment.  Top needs: teenage clothing. 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS/CONNECTION FOR SUC-
CESS: Provides professional clothing for interviews 
and newly employed clients. Top needs: professional 
style clothing.

LIFEWISE STL (previously Kingdom House): Edu-
cational programming fused with personalized and 
supportive coaching to help families live wisely and 
achieve economic independence.  Top needs: infant 
care items, children’s clothing, and, during Novem-
ber, donations for Thanksgiving turkeys.

HAVEN STREET: Haven Street Ministry operates at 
our south city site The Connection.  Haven Street 
Ministry provide meals & various everyday items to 
those faced with Home-insecurity and/or homeless-
ness.  Top needs: toiletry items and cold weather 
clothing.

Please remember to donate new or gently used 
items.  All items are given to local agencies.  Tax 
receipts are available upon request. 
 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: All purpose spray cleaner, glass spray cleaner, 
laundry detergent, toilet paper

KITCHEN ITEMS: Dishwashing items, sponges & cleaning cloths

FEMININE PRODUCTS: Pads, tampons, undergarments

HYGIENE PRODUCTS(travel size):
Moisturizers, conditioners, razors, bar soap, washcloth
hand sanitizer, shampoo, lotion, deodorant, toilet paper, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, mouthwash, floss

BOOKS: Multi-Cultural, “How-To,” Self-Help, biblically-based 
 
INFANT CARE ITEMS: Diapers, baby wipes 
 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING:  
Infant, toddler, and/or small children clothing 
 
TEEN CLOTHING: 
Boys/Men’s: sizes - M, L, XL, XXL 
Casual: Sweatpants (grey, black and navy) Athletic shorts & shirts, 
hoodies, sweatshirts, tennis shoes
Formal: Interview-like attire; button-up shirts, khakis, slacks, belts, 
blazer, shoes 

Girls/Women’s: sizes - S, M, L, XL and XXL
Casual: Light jackets, hoodies, sweatshirts, Long Sleeve and short 
Sleeve tops, and legging-like athletic wear (black, navy and gray)
Formal: Dresses, jewelry, shoes, purses

** Please NO excessive skin-revealing or form fitting tops/skirts. 
Please NO Logo T-shirts of local schools or businesses.

ADULT CLOTHING:
Interview / Business Style: Suits, sport coats, button-down collared 
shirts, nicer polo shirts, pants, ties, belts, dress shoes, dresses, skirts, 
blouses, professional tops 
Seasonal: coats, sweatshirts, hoodies, gloves, scarves, hats, new 
thick socks

DONATION LIST & DETAILS 
Check out the donation list or visit our website for 
updates on donation needs.  Donations are accepted 
at the Mid-County Site during office hours and on 
Sunday mornings.  Thank you for your continued 
support in making a difference in St. Louis!

https://pushpay.com/g/salemunitedmethodistsl?fnd=TWiG0P3oMbRcShRivCX9MA&r=No&lang=en
https://www.csmedia1.com/salemstlouis.com/out-of-our-bounty-needs.pdf
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

 
WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
Nursery care available at Mid-County.  Register online. 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Sunday, 9:30 am - Modern Worship Livestream 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS

https://salemstlouis.online.church/
https://pushpay.com/g/salemunitedmethodistsl?r=monthly
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