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  Each year about this 
time I reflect upon 
the past year and 
evaluate Salem’s 
many ministries. 
Our conference 

does the same 
thing, calling this 

an “end of year” report. We tally our 
numbers up for worship, for small 
groups, and for outreach during 
the past year and send them to the 
conference office so they may know a 
little bit more about Salem. For years, 
I have thought that the Church needs 
a new “scorecard” for evaluating 
ministry. Well, I think this year will be 
the year for that new scorecard. If we 
had a score for learning, Salem would 
have a big gold star next to it!

To say we have had to do ministry 
differently this year would be an 
understatement. We have not been 
able to gather together in our worship 
spaces or physically in our small 
groups, but that has not stopped us. 
In fact, the church in many ways has 
been unleashed!  Our online worship 
services have been shared and have 
reached far beyond the “walls” of our 
church. The good news of Jesus Christ 
has been shared over and over again 
with the click of a few buttons. 

When I reflect upon the year of 2020, I 
can only think about how far Salem has 
come. In March, when the pandemic 
required people to stay in their homes, 
we did our very first video recorded 
worship service. We were learning as 
we did this, and continued to learn 

more each week. Now as I see our 
online worship services, I cannot help 
but notice the progress we have made! 
Our talented staff has helped us make 
the jump from a church that did most 
things in person, to a fully online 
campus.

The staff has worked hard to bring you 
Christmas Eve services for your home 
that will touch your heart and soul. I 
pray your spirits will be lifted by the 
beautiful music and the heartwarming 
visuals in four different services:

3:00 pm Kids Service 
5:00 pm Modern Service 
8:00 pm Traditional Service 
11:45 pm Countdown to Christmas

Don’t worry if you are unable to worship 
online at a scheduled time, because 
an hour after each service is released, 
you will be able to worship and share 
whenever you like. 

Also, if you are like me, Christmas 
would not be the same without lifting 
a candle and singing Silent Night, so 
we want to make sure you have an 
opportunity to pick up candles from 
the church. If you have not picked up 
an Advent bag from Salem, please do 
so! Each bag has an Advent wreath for 
your home and Christmas Eve candles 
for worship. If you already have a bag, 
but would like more candles for your 
family, please stop by and pick up as 
many as you need. There is a bin with 
candles in the rotunda near the offices, 
and another is on the portico in front of 
the Sanctuary.

On December 20, you are invited to 
the Salem Mid-County Site for our first-
ever Starlight Walk. Experience the 
Christmas story in a walk from station to 
station and experience the Christmas 
story through prayer, learning, and fun 
activities that will allow you to see, hear, 
and feel the coming of the infant King 
Jesus this Advent season. The Starlight 
Walk begins at 4:00 pm and ends at 
6:00 pm. Stable animals will be a part of 
this family-friendly event, and you will 
have an opportunity to have your family 
picture taken. We will leave the lights 
on for you! Please register at www.
salemstlouis.com so we can ensure safe 
social distancing at all times.

I may not see you face-to-face this 
year to personally say Merry Christmas, 
however each of you will be in my 
heart. As I sing Silent Night from home, 
I will feel your presence with me, and 
I will know our community is lifting 
their voices from around the St. Louis 
community and beyond.

May your Christmas be full of 
unexpected blessings and love! 
 
A child is born to us,  
a son is given to us,  
and authority will be on his shoulders.  
He will be named Wonderful 
Counselor,  
Mighty God, Eternal Father,  
Prince of Peace. ~Isaiah 9:6 
 
Christmas Blessings, 
Pastor Terri

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

https://salemstlouis.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/384/responses/new


What a year 2020 has been! Upheaval, a global pandemic forcing 
us to isolate, societal and culturally needed changes being fought 
over in our streets, economic uncertainty while we struggle to 
adapt to working, schooling, learning, all while closely quartered 
at home--and major changes requiring our participation and much 
discussion in how we move forward. An emotionally charged 
election. All right before the holiday season. Yikes!! In our church 
community, we were displaced from our usual gathering places 
and reminded of who we are and what we share as believers. 
This year, we have shared loss upon loss. And the holidays can 
add even more stress making it hard for many to cope. For those 
with addictive personalities, this struggle can be debilitating. As 
Christians, we want to support those who face these challenges.

There are many practical ways to address this, thankfully! First, 
most 12-step programs are also spiritually based, recommend-
ing daily prayer and meditation, reflection, as well as reaching 
out for community support. Many of these are available online--
some as “daily reflections.” There are also online meetings and 
phone banks, as well as area-based services for more information. 
In-person meetings are still challenging due to the pandemic and 
capacity guidelines for our area, but the variety of online meet-
ings area filling that void. All of us need to set aside time for our-
selves, apart from our schedules and the needs of those around 
us, and for those who struggle with addiction, this is crucial. You 
cannot give away something you do not have. Taking the time to 
get what you need, whether spiritual support, actual conversa-
tion, reading, or praying, will empower and amplify whatever you 
do. Reach out to other folks, even if just a weekly phone call. Set 
up times to text or call. Even if the holidays look different, there 
are various ways to still connect with loved ones, albeit safely. 

If you are a loved one of someone who struggles, there is also 
support available. Remember that many may be afraid to talk 
about the struggle, or feel shame for what can feel like personal 
failure, a lack of willpower. Addiction is an emotional, physical, 
mental and spiritual disease. Treatment is available, as is hope. 
For those used to sharing wine or spirits for the holidays, please 
be aware, as we do with Communion, that while we are called to 
share communion to remind one another of who we are in Christ, 
we are also called to care for one another  and not to cause oth-
ers to stumble. Have alcohol-free alternatives; it’s a Methodist 
thing: T.B. Welch, a Methodist dentist, in 1869, “pioneered the 
use of pasteurization as a means of preventing the fermenta-
tion of grape juice” for use in Holy Communion instead of wine.  

As we seek to celebrate the birth of Jesus both inside and out-
side of our church community this year, let’s be mindful that not 
everyone revels in the joy of the season and strive to be sensitive 
to those around us, offering extra grace and mercy as needed.
Some Resources: 
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_us/find-aa-resources 
https://na.org/ 
https://al-anon.org/ 
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_us/daily-reflection  

SOBRIETY IN THE HOLIDAY 
SEASON 
- RO ANDERSON

SALEM’S OUTREACH 
MINISTRY SHARING LIGHT 
AND HOPE 
 
- BY REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

Merry Christmas Salem! The blessings of the Thanks-
giving holiday have passed, and we are looking to 
Christmas with great anticipation. 

I am pleased to report that Salem made Thanksgiv-
ing a much better day for many who were in need of 
help with their holiday meals. Throughout Novem-
ber, we collected gifts in order to distribute whole 
turkeys to the LifeWise STL community downtown. 
In all, on Friday, November 20, 248 turkeys were giv-
en out by a team of Salem volunteers to individuals 
and families in need at LifeWise. That’s 3,205 pounds 
of food for hungry people! Thank you for helping to 
make that happen. 

But we didn’t stop there. On Thanksgiving Day, in 
partnership with Chef Greg Maggi at Birch Culinary 
Company, a safely gathered group of volunteers 
helped serve 90 curbside meals with all the tradition-
al Thanksgiving fixings to the community in South 
City at Haven Street at the Connection. This is not 
an annual part of what Haven Street traditionally pro-
vides, but we saw a need, and because of your giv-
ing, we were able to provide for others in a special 
way this year.

Salem wants to continue to provide for others this 
Christmas season and there are a couple of ways you 
can help us do so. First, LifeWise STL is hosting their 
Holiday Market where families can shop for house-
hold items and gifts for their family at a subsidized 
cost. You can help fill this need by providing items to 
stock the market. You can find information at salem-
stlouis.com/lifewise-stl.

Finally, this Christmas Eve, 100 percent of our spe-
cial offering will go directly to our outreach ministries 
that work to combat hunger and illiteracy in our com-
munity. There is so much more that we can do for 
those in need if we work together. Our gifts to oth-
ers are one way that we share the light and hope of 
Christ in the darkness. Please consider a gift that will 
make a difference for St Louis families and children 
this year. It is an honor to do ministry alongside of 
this faith community.

https://www.salemstlouis.com/christmas-offering
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

@SALEMSTLOUIS
NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

https://pushpay.com/g/salemunitedmethodistsl?r=monthly
https://www.salemstlouis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/salemstlouis
https://www.instagram.com/salemstlouis/
https://vimeo.com/channels/salemstlouisworship
https://vimeo.com/channels/salemstlouisworship



