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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

“For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 
29:11
 
I lose things. Ok, I should be more specific: I lose everything! I lose my 
shoes, I lose my keys, I lose my wallet. When I was a child, most mornings 
before school I would be frantically looking for something, completely 
baffled at where it might be. “Mom where is my backpack?” I might ask. 
And regardless of what I was looking for, my mom’s response was always 
“It’s probably right where you left it.” I did not find this response very 
helpful.
 
Have you ever felt like you can’t find God? Like He is far off. Like you’re all 
alone in a situation and He is nowhere to be found. I once heard a pastor 
say, “If you feel far from God, it’s probably you that moved.” 
 
This passage in Jeremiah 29 immediately follows one of the most quoted 
passages in all of scripture: “For I know the plans I have for you declares 
the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
 
That promise is followed by verse 12 where we told that if we call on God, 
He will listen. If you feel far from God, the scripture is clear: He is only a 
prayer away. His promises remain. His presence remains. He’s probably 
right where you left Him.

Prayer: Lord God, make me more aware of your presence. Thank you for 
the promise of your purpose in my life. Help me to seek to know you and 
make you know in the world around me. Amen 
 
This meditation is from Salem’s 2021 Lenten Devotional Book. You can 
get a request a free copy of the printed booklet by calling or e-mailing 
the church office. Phone: (314) 991-0546; E-mail: salemoffice@salemst-
louis.com.  You can sign up to receive the daily Lenten devotions by 
e-mail at: salemstlouis.com/devotional.
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Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways 
and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways  
and my thoughts than your thoughts. - Isaiah 55:6-9 
 
The prophet Isaiah speaks these words to a community in 
exile in Babylon. Far from home the people were in need of 
comfort. A way home seemed so unattainable, yet, God says 
our ways are not God’s ways.   
 
During this Lenten season we too may feel we are in exile 
with no way to return.  Yet, God tells us that God’s ways 
cannot be predicted or controlled. God’s ways are higher 
and larger than we can even imagine.   
 
Pastor, professor and author, Walter Brueggeman, speaks 
of the poetic words given by the prophet in his devotions 
for Lent. “There is a way into the future in your life, because 
God is at work doing strange, wondrous things for you and 
in spite of you, and your job is to get your mind off your 
ways of need and control, to give your life over to God’s 
large, hidden way in your life.” 
 
The hidden ways of God can be seen as we look back over 
our life. So many times, what we perceive as an unanswered 
prayer was answered in a different way – God’s way. It may 
not have been what we wanted, but it was what we needed.  
God’s love for us is greater than our own desires. 

As we journey to the cross together 
this Lenten season, can we give up 
our ways for the ways of God?  Can 
we turn over our selfish ambitions, our 
greed for self, and our apathy for the 
needs of others? Can we instead turn 
our hearts and souls to the waters of 
our baptism and the sacrificial blood 
of our Lord and Savior?  Can we give 
up our ways and fix our eyes on God’s ways? How would our 
journey be different?  
 
The journey of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 
17, and continues through Holy Week. On Ash Wednesday 
we will worship together online at 7:00 pm and also provide 
times throughout the day to drive by the church for Holy 
Communion and the marking of Ashes on your hand.  
 
Drive-Thru Communion & Ashes - February 17 
Mid-County: 7:30-8:30 am | 12:00-1:00 pm | 5:30-6:30 pm 
South-City: 5:30-6:30 pm 
 
Ash Wednesday Online Worship - February 17 
7:00 pm - Facebook, YouTube, Vimeo, Website 
Find us at salemstlouis. 
 
May this mark of ashes remind you that we are marked for 
a very different journey--a journey in God’s grand way, of 
extravagant love.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Terri 

A DIFFERENT JOURNEY 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

STUDENT 
MINISTRY 
FROM A 
DISTANCE 
- NICK SAVAGE

As everyone knows 2020 has been an incredibly daunting year for most any discipline. 
As a result, and with the help of our leadership, I put forth plans to build a stronger 
online presence for our “421 Youth Ministry” as well as a more engaging social media 
opportunity in addition to all of the “zooming.” In addition to plans for more online 
presence, I also worked close with Rev. Sean McIntyre and Reggie Moore, Director of 
Children and Family Ministry at The Connection, to brainstorm what things we could do 
socially distanced and with some frequency. Finally, I tried to make myself aware that 
during the holidays and Confirmation, there would certainly be opportunities to include 
our youth from a distance as long as we were prepared.  

I am proud to say our online presence is one hundred times stronger than it was before 
the pandemic. We now have a very active YouTube channel with 18 devout subscribers. 
There are teaching videos posted every week, and the students are incredible with their 
engagement in our follow-up lessons. In addition, we have an Instagram, Facebook, and 
Tik-tok (in the works). I am also happy to say we had great Youth involvement with our 
3:00 pm Christmas service (especially in the narration and music) and Confirmation. Our 
confirmation class has as many students as our previous year, even during this pandemic!  

I am extremely hopeful for what’s to come in 2021 with our Youth Program. I’m anxious 
to see how what we’ve learned about our online presence can help when we are in per-
son! I thank God for the support of our church in meeting the needs of our ministry and 
pray for continued support as we move forward. 



GOD IS WORKING THROUGH 
CONNECT GROUPS
BY REV. KATRINA DREW

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
Send an email to a Connect Group facilitator or 
contact Rev. Katrina Drew by email at katrina@
salemstlouis.com or phone at (314) 991-0546.  

As we continue our focus on Connect Groups, church members 
share why they are thankful to be part of this ministry.  
 
I am thankful for our Connect Group, most especially during this 
pandemic. Life right now can be so isolating, but knowing I have 
this group to share struggles and successes with, along with having 
a core group to deepen my own faith journey, has really been 
comforting. I love this group of people and knowing we can lean 
into each other makes it a really supportive and safe place to grow 
together.  – Tracey Richmond  
 
I’m thankful for the Connect Group because it encourages my 
faith walk. It supports me in biblical knowledge and prayer during 
the middle of week; when I can otherwise get distracted or 
overwhelmed. Pastor Tim’s Connect Group educates me while 
keeps me mindful and focused on God’s plan for us. The Connect 
Group encourages and uplifts each other up and I feel renewed 
every time. – Jeff “Oz” Osborn 
 
I have been a member of Salem, literally, all of my life. I grew up 
in the church from childhood (VBS, Confirmation, Youth Group) to 
adulthood (teaching Sunday School, Outreach Team, Adult Sunday 
School). I have known many church members, some have come 
and gone, and others have known me most of my life. I have found, 
through the years, that long-term relationships tend to form from 
shared experiences. Yes, we all share the experience of Sunday 
morning worship, and certainly I treasure relationships that have 
formed in the pews, but the majority of deep relationships have 
come from participation in small groups. 
 
In 2019, I was excited to hear that new Connect Groups were 
being formed. Initially, I joined one to get better acquainted with 
members of The Connection Site. Methodism began with the 
concept of small group gatherings, so we have strong roots in 
the effectiveness of this model. Not only do small groups hold us 
accountable, but they also provide a safe space to grow deeper in 
our faith, in our relationship with Christ and one another, and to find 
people with whom to share life, who are supporting and praying 
with and for each other along the way. In our Connect Group (with 
members from both Sites), we have met in coffee shops, homes, 
and currently via Zoom. We have read books, had discussions, 
played games, shared meals, done a variety of studies, laughed, 
cried, agreed and disagreed. The venue and topics vary. What 
remains consistent is a group of people, centered in Christ, who 
provide love and care to each other, working together to share 
God’s love in our community. – Kathy Farache 

Lent is a season where we remember the 
sacrifice of Jesus. We participate by making 
sacrifices in our own life. Often this happens 
by “giving something up”--perhaps it is sugar, 
or cursing, or caffeine. But, too often these 
sacrifices don’t serve much purpose outside of 
being an exercise in personal discipline. What 
if this year you decided to sacrifice by choosing 
to START doing something? I want to encour-
age you to honor the sacrifice of Jesus by serv-
ing others. There are plenty of opportunities at 
your disposal through Salem. 

At Epworth, you can make a difference at their 
food pantry in Normandy by providing non-
perishables or by assisting their distribution on 
Tuesdays from 9 am – 12 pm. If you would like 
to serve Epworth or want to learn more, con-
tact Brittany McIntyre at bmcintyre@epworth.
org.

LifeWise STL is also in need of your help at 
their food distribution. Volunteers assemble 
food for orders and field calls for arrivals for 
orders on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days.  Two-hour shifts are available from 7 am 
– 7 pm. If you’d like to help, go to lifewisestl.
org/covid-19. 

Haven Street Meal Ministry in South City also 
needs blankets, coats, and hygiene products 
for those experiencing homelessness. You can 
also serve pre-prepared meals on Sundays 11 
am – 1 pm or Mondays 5:30 pm – 7 pm. Con-
tact Pastor Sean at sean@salemstlouis.com.

St. Louis Public Schools offer food distributions 
every other Friday morning at Walbridge Ele-
mentary. Volunteers are needed to make this 
possible. Contact members of our SLPS team 
Karen Knoll or Mary Jarvis if you are interested 
(knollpuyo@aol.com; meajarvis@aol.com)
 
As you are doing your spring cleaning, rather 
than giving your stuff to Goodwill where there 
is no telling where your clothing will go, give 
to Out of Our Bounty at Salem where your 
goods go to our partner agencies. Donations 
can be dropped off at the Salem office Monday 
– Friday from 10 am to 4 pm; Wednesdays 10 
am – 7 pm. Contact Lori Elliott (lorielliott417@
gmail.com).

May we draw closer to Christ this Lenten sea-
son through our service to others.

SERVING JESUS BY 
SERVING OTHERS 
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 
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