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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

We were thrilled to begin in-person worship again this past Sunday 
at both sites.  Our in-person worship services are designed with your 
safety and well-being as the top priority.  We’re ready to welcome 
you back when you’re ready.  We’ll continue to offer online worship 
opportunities as well.  Below is our new worship schedules and more 
information on what to expect for in-person worship.  If you have 
questions or need help registering, please call the office at (314) 991-
0546 or email info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 pm - Modern Worship 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 
 
How we are keeping you safe? 
Registration System: Pre-register online so we can prepare a place for 
you.  Registration begins on Tuesday of that week. 
Food & Drink: Doughnuts and coffee will not be served.  No food or 
beverages in the buildings at this time please. 
Children & Youth: Children and Youth will attend worship with their 
families.  Activity packets will be provided for children, and Family 
Comfort Rooms will be available at all services. Online Kids Connect 
and Student Ministries will continue to meet virtually. 
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be served on the first Sunday 
of the month, utilizing individually wrapped communion elements. 
Worship: There will be limited vocal and instrumental music at all 
services. Worshipers may hum along with masks on.  Locked offering 
boxes will be placed near the worship space entrances, and we 
encourage continued on-line giving. 
Safety and Cleaning: Masks must be worn to enter and extra masks will 
be available.  Rooms will be cleaned before and after usage.
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Over the last few weeks, Salem has celebrated the life and 
resurrection of three faithful members, Elizabeth Marchbank, 

Chris Humphreys, and Shirley Casey.  
Each of these amazing women taught me 
something vital about faith.  Elizabeth 
taught me about the power of prayer, Chris 
taught me to face suffering with joy, and 
Shirley taught me how to love my neighbor 
as myself.  Each of these women were 
witnesses of the love of Christ and shared 

this love with others.  

I am reminded of three other faithful women, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome.  Their 
story is found in the Gospels.  These women were disciples 
in every sense of the word. They followed Jesus along with 
the twelve, listened to his teachings, witnessed the miracles, 
and watched as Jesus changed the world one person at a 
time.  They were surely close by when Jesus was arrested, 
and they stood at the cross through every agonizing 
moment of his death. However, we probably remember their 
story most vividly at the tomb. 

From the Gospel of Mark chapter 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 
could go and anoint Jesus’ dead body. Very early on the first 
day of the week, just after sunrise, they came to the tomb. 
They were saying to each other, “Who’s going to roll the 
stone away from the entrance for us?” When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone had been rolled away. (And it was a 
very large stone!)  Going into the tomb, they saw a young 
man in a white robe seated on the right side; and they were 
startled. But he said to them, “Don’t be alarmed! You are 

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has 
been raised. He isn’t here. Look, here’s the place where they 
laid him. Go, tell his disciples, especially Peter, that he is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, just 
as he told you.” Overcome with terror and dread, they fled 
from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they 
were afraid.

When I was a little girl, I used to play flashlight tag with my 
friends in the cemetery near my house.  It just so happens to 
be where most of my family is buried, so I was never really 
afraid.  However, night or day, if someone had spoken to me 
from one of those graves I would have beat a world’s record 
running home. 

The women at the tomb of Jesus were naturally terrified.  
They were terrified of what they had just experienced but 
also terrified of what might happen next. They were a part of 
a small group of followers in which the leader had just been 
executed. Scared? Absolutely. And yet . . . the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection did not stay a secret.  They did not remain 
silent, or we would not be sharing the story of Jesus today.   

I give thanks for the women at the tomb for their courage 
to tell the story, and I give thanks for women like Elizabeth, 
Chris, and Shirley who have continued to tell the story. 

And now, the story is ours to tell. We tell it with our words, 
and we tell it with our lives. The world is listening. The next 
generation is watching. Let us, like those who went before 
us, live lives that proclaim Good News.  Christ is risen, He is 
risen indeed!

TELLING THE STORY 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

As we begin to exit the pandemic and continue to strive forward on the race marked out for us, it is important to 
reflect back with gratitude and appreciation for what has transpired for Salem and The Connection as a church. 
Obviously, the pandemic will be remembered as a tragic event in world history that we will continue to mourn, 
but because of it, we were forced to reexamine ourselves as a community of faith. As a result, we increased our 
efforts to combat hunger and illiteracy throughout the last year. All we have accomplished is nothing short of 
remarkable, and the entire Salem community has risen to the challenge of making outreach throughout St Louis a 
priority.
 
You have been and continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Whether it was  through fostering teenagers who 
needed to feel the love of Jesus, distributing meals and food at Epworth, Haven Street, LifeWise STL or St. Louis 
Public Schools, or the generous sharing of your resources, you have put the fuel in the tank to connect people 
with God’s extravagant love like never before, and we are proud to partner in ministry with each of you.

We continue to thank God for the faithfulness of Salem and The Connection to reach St Louis with the extrava-
gant love of Christ.

OUTREACH DURING COVID 
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE



SPRING DISCIPLESHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES
BY REV. KATRINA DREW

Two new short-term studies are starting on Zoom this Spring and 
there’s still time for you to join in!  

Ezra-Nehemiah: A New Hope 
As our church returns to in-person worship, we’ve kicked off 
a new sermon series called “Ezra- Out of Exile.” We invite 
you to join a companion Bible Study to go deeper in your 
understanding of the books Ezra and Nehemiah.  Join Salem 
member Prescott Benson for “Ezra-Nehemiah: A New Hope” 
Thursdays from 6:30 -7:45 PM on Zoom April 15th – May 13.

Christ-Centered Allies 
Pastor Katrina and Donna LaVoie invite you to be part of a 
4-week study and discussion group about Christ-centered 
allyship with the LGBTQ+ community.  Whether you consider 
yourself an ally, identify as LGBTQIA+, or are still questioning 
where your Christian faith fits into this discussion, you are 
welcome!   All are welcome to join in the discussion which will 
take place on Zoom, Saturdays from 9:00-10:00 am.  
 
For a full list of on-going classes, studies, and Connect groups 
visit salemstlouis.com.   
 
This Spring we are also hosting a very important conversation 
in-person at our Mid-County Site.   
 
Courageous Conversations of the Beloved Community 
The vows we took at our baptism hold us to a way of life: to 
renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness and reject the 
evil powers of this world! Yet, the evil of racism continues to 
plague this nation and world. The wounds that racism continues 
to inflict only cause more scars upon our hearts and souls. 
Caring for ourselves and one another during times of tragedy 
is foundational for the Christian community. We worship a 
relational God who loves us unconditionally and calls us to love 
others with no exception. 
 

As a relational 
community, we will 
offer a time this 
spring to come 
together to talk 
about the pain 
and brokenness 
of prejudice and 
injustice. Dana 

Harris and Rev. Terri Swan will be offering a time of discussion 
that we are calling Courageous Conversations of the Beloved 
Community on May 6 from 6:30-8:00 pm at the Mid-County Site. 
We invite you to join us – All are welcome. Pre-registration is 
required. For the safety of all, we will meet social distanced and 
we ask you to wear a mask.

Good news! The Board has interviewed and 
extended an offer to Emily Smith to serve as 
our full-time Director of Children’s Spiritual 
Formation beginning this summer – and she 
has accepted! Emily is a graduate of Mizzou’s 
school of education and has taught K-5 in both 
suburban and inner-city environments, often 
with a focus on literacy. She has experience 
working with kids with special needs as well 
as childhood hunger issues, and the Board 
thought her to be particularly well suited to 
our two-site church with a focus on hunger and 
literacy outreach. She is a lifelong Methodist, 
and her faith and theology were formed right 
here in Salem’s Sunday School and preschool 
classrooms before her family moved away in 
middle school. Emily spent some of her teen 
summers as a VBS volunteer and pre-school 
camp staffer here at Salem as well. She is the 
granddaughter of Salem member Brock Lutz.

We’ll all be working together in the coming 
months to get prepared for Emily’s arrival as 
we shape the next chapter of kids’ spiritual 
formation here at Salem. Emily will be 
relocating back to St. Louis from Florida at the 
end of the school year, but will begin working 
with our amazing team of volunteers even 
before then to start thinking about potential 
summer programs and a full return to in-
person kids ministry as the pandemic comes to 
a close. 

Terri and I are so pleased to share this exciting 
news and can’t wait for you all to meet her. 
Check out salemstlouis.com to watch a video 
introduction of Emily with your kids. Emily’s 
hire reflects our commitment to a robust return 
to children’s ministry as we exit this pandemic 
season of life. Summer and in person 
programs for kids and adults on campus are 
on the horizon – as are more program staff 
announcements soon. This is an exciting time 
for our church as we prepare to reopen both 
sites (fresh paint, new chairs and all sorts of 
exciting worship space improvements await 
you!) and welcome new faces and old to 
campus. Whether you have been walking 
through the doors of Salem for decades, or 
have joined us online during the pandemic and 
will be walking through the doors for the first 
time, know that we are thrilled to welcome you 
as we work together to connect all people with 
God’s extravagant love in the next chapter of 

GOOD NEWS 
- REV. DEBORAH LEMOINE
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
REGISTER ONLINE AT SALEMSTLOUIS.COM 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 pm - Modern Worship 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS


