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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

Last week a group of our staff met at The Connection with a group 
of staff from LifeWise to talk about Freedom School this summer. 
We will be welcoming twenty young scholars into our South-City 
Site building for a full-day, six week, literacy focused summer 
program complete with healthy meals, great books, and some 
amazing music programs in the afternoons. It’s so exciting to be 
welcoming the kids back into our buildings as our outreach and 
mission programs expand post-pandemic. 

Salem has become known as a leader in the effort to end hunger 
and illiteracy in St. Louis, and in our efforts to expand our work even 
further, we have an exciting new hire to announce! Roy Jones, Jr., 
will be joining our staff as our full-time Director of Outreach when 
Pastor Sean departs this June. Roy will be familiar to many of 
you as a gifted musician (drums!) with the Modern Worship band 
pre-pandemic and with our online worship team over the past 
fifteen months.  He also lead music and worship for Vacation Bible 
School at Mid-County and at LifeWise. Although Roy has been 
living in Austin for several years, his family and alma mater are 
right here in St. Louis, and his extensive work with Salem has been 
a blessing to us for a long while. We are thrilled he has agreed 
to move home and to join us full-time. Roy’s focus will be on 
expanding our efforts to combat hunger and illiteracy, deepening 
our relationships with our partners at LifeWise, Epworth, and the 
St. Louis Public Schools, and to help us resume our community 
outreach programs and special events as the world opens back 
up this summer. If you listen closely you’re sure to hear him on 
the drums from time-to-time as well. Roy is a great addition to 
our worship and program teams, and I hope you will join me in 
welcoming him this summer!
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RESOURCES ADDED FOR  
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On Saturday, May 8, 2021, Pastor Sean and I had the privilege 
and honor of confirming nine students in the Christian faith. 

These students have studied and met online 
over the last year as they explored God’s 
love and grace, the problems of sin and 
the human condition, the Sacraments, the 
Church, spiritual gifts, and so much more! 

Confirmation is a time for these students 
to remember their baptisms and a time to 

offer their verbal yes to the vows of living as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. It is answering YES to the God who has already said yes 
to them.  In fact, this is the way the UMC defines confirmation: 
“United Methodists use the term ‘confirmation’ to mark 
the first time a baptized Christian publicly ‘confirms’ their 
intention to live the vows of the baptismal and membership 
covenant and so becomes a professing member of the local 
congregation and The United Methodist Church.”

I often tell Confirmands that being confirmed is not the 
finishing of a time of learning, but the beginning of a lifetime 
learning and journey in Christ.  It is, as St Augustine once 
said, “an outward sign of the inward grace” working in and 
through us. 

At Confirmation, I ask the students to “remember their 
baptisms.”  In other words: 

Remember the gift of water, repentance, and rebirth, 
Remember the ongoing gift of the Holy Spirit that works 
through you in the world,  
Remember God’s mercy and grace,  
Remember who you are and whose you are!

Do you remember your baptism?  Do you remember who you 
are? Do you remember whose you are?

Do you remember the waters of saving grace that marked you 
for a different life in this world? 

Ephesians 4:1-6 says this:

I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you 
received from God. Conduct yourselves with all humility, 
gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, and 
make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the 
peace that ties you together. You are one body and one spirit, 
just as God also called you in one hope. There is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all, who is 
over all, through all, and in all.

We have all been called to live a life worthy of our calling--
to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, with humility, gentleness 
and patience, to preserve the unity of the Spirit that ties us 
together. 

May that be our prayer each and every day for ourselves, 
and may we pray for each of our Confirmands as they join us 
on this journey of faith. 

As we travel together,

Pastor Terri

CONFIRMATION AND THE JOURNEY OF FAITH 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

The Work as Worship Event is a three-and-a-half hour livesteam 
gathering designed to inspire Christian business people, 
church leaders, and others to better connect their faith and 
work. We will hear from industry-leading speakers like Salem’s 
own, David Steward, Louie Giglio, Jon Acuff, Stephanie Chung, 
Henry Cloud, and Brandon K. Mann, so mark your calendar! 
This event is for everyone—not just those who work nine to five 
in an office. If you want to grow in your faith and learn how your 
work can be an act of worship, we invite you to attend. Tickets 
are available for $25.00. Register at salemstlouis.com or call 
(314) 991-0546.



CALLED TO MINISTRY
BY PASTOR NICK SAVAGE

As my time as a pastor of Salem/The Connection 
closes, I am filled to overflowing with gratitude.  I 
give thanks for the relationships built and time spent 
in ministry with Mid-County members through Mis-
sion and Outreach, Discipleship groups, Social Jus-
tice studies, Children’s Ministry, and special events. 
For the South-City members I’ve shared life with 
week after week, you are a congregation more lov-
ing, gracious, forgiving, and dedicated than any 
I’ve ever had the privilege to serve with.  Jonny 
and I thank you for accepting our family with open 
arms, just as we are, just as you do all who enter 
the doors of 6701 Virginia Ave.  You have shown 
me what it looks to not only welcome but to affirm 
and love all of God’s children, serving with them, 
side-by-side.  

For my fellow Pastors and Staff, while this past year 
has been incredibly challenging, it was by far my 
favorite with you.  We took chances, got creative, 
trusted one another with deep fears and concerns 
in the midst of crisis, and laughed, and laughed, 
and laughed some more.  I will miss working with 
a gifted team of clergy who love God and others 
so extravagantly.  I’ve learned so much from each 
of you that I will take with me into future appoint-
ments.  What an honor it has been!  From the bot-
tom of my heart, to ALL, Thank you.  

SAYING GOODBYE
BY REV. KATRINA DREW

I am very excited to begin the journey to becoming a licensed 
local pastor in the United Methodist Church serving at Salem. 
Most of you know me as a musician, but 
music is just one part of who I am, and it 
is one of many things God has used to 
call me into full-time pastoral ministry. I 
grew up in a Pentecostal church where 
my grandfather was a pastor who 
was directly involved in my spiritual 
growth. As a young adult, I married a 
devout Catholic, and my wife and I were 
committed to learning and growing in faith 
together in her tradition while still being a part of my family’s 
church as well. Then I entered the Methodist church as a musician, 
and over time found the perfect blending of the best of all my 
theological experiences. Over the last six years, our family has 
found Methodism to be a firm foundation for our livelihood and 
an extremely practical choice for living out our faith as a family 
blended in all sorts of ways. 

Theologically, these have been the most formative years of my 
life--building a family and working within a community of shared 
faith to bring awareness to literacy and hunger through the gift of 
music and teaching. Music has been a way that I can reach people 
who may not share my beliefs, and connect with them to share 
the Gospel. As a result, I have had the most robust conversations 
with both believers in Christ and non-believers. 

Prayer has been a major part of life that has kept me connected to 
who I am in Christ in times when I needed hope and connection 
the most. Physically, my friends, family and co-workers have 
generally showed up in my life as a support system who give 
generously. I want to give back to others and model this sort of 
supportive lifestyle to others in my Christian faith. The last two 
years at Salem, I have transitioned from serving as a musician 
to leading youth and children in both music and spiritual 
development. Through this time, my gift to teach which I have 
used for many years instructing developing musicians, has grown 
in breadth and depth.

A number of tragedies have summoned me to build community, 
to represent Christ the best I can, and to comfort people who are 
hurting. Specifically, after the shooting of George Floyd, I found 
myself wanting God to use me to bring peace to online and in-
person settings. Writing sermons, essays, and blogs for the sake 
of building community was something so natural that had never 
been ignited until then. I know in my heart that tragedies, such 
as the killing of George Floyd, are just a part of the call I have to 
share the Gospel. I am grateful for the impact that my calling to 
study and teach the Gospel have had on my life, and I am equally 
grateful for all of the unique ways God can use me to teach the 
Gospel. All of my experiences, the positive and the tragic, have 
brought me to this place. 

I started to write this about 15 or 20 times before I got 
to this final version. Two hundred words is NOT a lot 
of words to write a goodbye to a people who have 
become family and to a place that has become home 
over these last seven years. That being said, I will take 
the remainder of these 142 words and try to convey how 
much I love each of you and how much Salem means 
to me. 

Thank you to Pastor Terri and the staff for the genuine 
love and laughter. I’m thankful to be lifelong friends 
and eternal coworkers in the Kingdom of God. Thank 
you to the people of Salem for not only saying you are 
about the mission, but backing it up with your actions. 
Any time someone asks me what’s best about Salem, 
the answer is easy--variety. Variety of people, worship 
styles, opportunities, connections, and more. I am 
eternally grateful for the ways that you have loved me 
and Brittany. I know that your love extends far beyond 
my appointment here. Salem is a place where leaders 
are uncovered and undeveloped and because of you, I 
am ready to lead on mission wherever I go. 

SAYING GOODBYE
BY REV. SEAN MCINTYRE
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
REGISTER ONLINE AT SALEMSTLOUIS.COM 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 pm - Modern Worship Online 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

FACEBOOK LIVE MID-WEEK WORSHIP 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS


