
TOP NEWS & EVENTS

HIDDEN FIGURES BOOK STUDY  
AUGUST 19, 6:00 PM

AT THE MOVIES SERMON SERIES 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

CONNECTPOINT
J u l y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

Do you remember the excitement of getting new school sup-
plies each year and anticipating how you’ll use them to learn? 
In the St. Louis area there are 90,000 children that cannot afford 
basic school supplies, and our church is committed to empow-
ering as many students as possible.  Make a difference in the 
community by donating school supplies for St. Louis children. 
Stop by the church lobby to pick up a list of supplies and drop 
them off by Monday, August 9.  

Don’t have time to shop?  Shop online using our shopping lists 
that will deliver much needed school supplies directly to Salem 
or consider making a monetary donation online or by mail. To 
donate online visit www.salemstlouis.com or write a check with  
School Supply Drive in the memo line.

In addition to the school supply drive Salem will host a “Back 
to School” event at Lyons Academy at Blow Elementary School.  
More details coming soon.  If you are interested in volunteering 
please contact Roy Jones at roy@salemstlouis.com.
   
Thank you for helping Salem fight for literacy and support St. 
Louis Public Schools, students, families and teachers.
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We have been preaching through a sermon series entitled, 
“Flawed and Faithful,” throughout July at 
Salem. Together, we are taking a deeper 
look at some of the most well-known and 
beloved characters in the Bible. I hope 
you have had a chance to be in worship 
or to worship online with us over the last 
few weeks. 

King David is a perfect example of the flawed and faithful 
nature of God’s people.  We find his story in the First and 
Second Books of Samuel and Chronicles. 

King David is often referred to as a man after God’s own 
heart, and yet there are times in which he strays from the 
path that God has called him.

I have read and recommend this book on King David: The 
Life of King David, by JS Park. The author highlights some of 
the major events in King David’s life and offers insight in his 
multilayered drama of rags to riches. His life has captivated 
us throughout history and highlights a simple man and 
extraordinary circumstances.

As with the prophet Samuel, David was set apart at an early 
age by the Lord. One day, Samuel (at that time, the priest 
of Israel) was led by God to go to Bethlehem, to the home 
of Jesse. “Let me see your sons,” he said. And one after 
another seven of them were brought in.

Each time, Samuel said, “No, this isn’t the one the Lord has 
in mind.”

After they had all passed by, Samuel said to Jesse, “Surely, 
you still have another son, somewhere.”

“Well yes, the youngest. But he’s just a boy. He’s out with the 
sheep now. I’m sure you don’t . . . “

“Bring him in,” interrupted Samuel. And when he saw David, 
the shepherd boy, Samuel knew he was looking at the next 
king of Israel. That day, in the Lord’s name, Samuel anointed 
David. 

“But the Lord said to Samuel, “Have no regard for his 
appearance or stature, because I haven’t selected him. God 
doesn’t look at things like humans do. Humans see only 
what is visible to the eyes, but the Lord sees into the heart.” 
~ 1 Samuel 16:7

As David journeyed from a Shepherd boy to a King there 
were many bumps along the road.  Time and time again, 
David trusted God for the path his story would take. He 
placed his own’s life story in the hands of God. 

David’s life was preaching a message better than any words 
could. This message would be a living example of mercy to 
the hardened hearts of the people around him. David was 
ushering in the light of a new kingdom. 

OUR LIVES TELL A STORY 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

It is true, King David made mistakes at times and paid the 
consequences of those decisions. Yet, he repented and 
leaned into God’s grace. 

All of us come to forks in the road every single day. 

King David continually remembered himself by 
remembering who God was and what God had done. You 
see, who we are defines how we respond in any given 
situation. 

David’s foremost identity was shaped on the very story of 
God’s upside-down goodness prevailing in a hostile world. 
David believed in a God who could see the worst in people 
and bring out their best. And this is the same story that 
David preached with his life.

Our lives are preaching a message–our lives are telling a 
story.  

Our Christian brother CS Lewis says this: “Do not waste time 
bothering whether you ‘love your neighbor’ act as if you 
do. As soon as we do this, we find one of the great secrets. 
When you are behaving as if you loved someone . . . you will 
presently come to love him.”

Our lives . . . our choices . . . our love--tell our story. 

The more we are saturated in God’s story – the more our life 
proclaims God’s story! 

Will you trust God with your flawed and faithful story?   
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Terri
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WHAT’S AHEAD FOR  
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
- EMILY SMITH

During the pandemic and over the past year, Sa-
lem’s outreach efforts have been focused on 
feeding the hungry and providing support in 
education for those who are underserved. This 
summer, we have been blessed to host Freedom 
School at our South-City Site, The Connection.  

Through our partnership with LifeWise, we are host-
ing a Freedom School site at The Connection, and 
we are funding programs at the LifeWise campus. 
LifeWiseSTL became an official Children’s Defense 
Fund Freedom Schools ® program partner in 2016. 
Founded in 1995, the Freedom Schools Program 
seeks to build strong, literate and empowered chil-
dren prepared to make a difference in themselves, 
their families, communities, nation and world today.

In a practical, day-to-day operation sense, Free-
dom School is definitely a self-sufficient organiza-
tion whose efforts enhance the work of St. Louis 
Public Schools all across 
the city by giving more 
of that individual time to 
students  who might not 
get that at home.  What 
you see when you enter 
our South-City build-
ing is a group of cre-
ative, excited students led 
by an attentive and energetic staff of young adults 
who have a great time with one another learning 
together. The spaces and classrooms in our build-
ing look great, and the environment is full of cu-
riosity and fun that encourages the kids to learn. 

We are providing our facilities and some funding, 
but we are also providing our time.  Every morn-
ing you can find a volunteer, whether it’s a Salem 
staff member or congregation member, giving of 
their time to read stories to the kids during their 
opening exercises for the day. It’s been awe-
some, and I am glad to have our people par-
ticipating in this way. I am looking forward to all 
of the future work we can do with them as well. 

Anyone can get involved in this exciting ministry to 
children in our city.  Go to salemstlouis.com/out-
reach to find links to the application to volunteer at 
Freedom School through the end of July or to find 
the right opportunity for you to serve others after 
Freedom School ends.

OUTREACH: 
FREEDOM SCHOOL & 
VOLUNTEERING
- ROY JONES, JR.

We are so glad to have families back to in-person worship, 
and we have some exciting news for our youngest members: 

the Children’s Ministry is back in full 
swing! I have enjoyed meeting some 
of our families, and I am so excited to 
continue building relationships with all 
of you. I grew up as a Salem kiddo and 
attended preschool, Sunday School, and 
youth events here. Some of my favorite 
childhood memories are of spending time 
at the church and growing my relationship 

with God in a community of faith. 

I am looking forward to pushing the Children’s Ministry forward 
with weekly meetings, fun events, and volunteer opportunities 
specifically for students. All of our events are centered around 
sharing God’s extravagant love with God’s youngest children. 
We have started our “Summer Stories’’ program for students 
in Kindergarten-2nd grade where we play games, read God’s 
word, and talk about how we can spend time with God and serve 
others. The Summer Stories program happens during the Sunday 
9:30 Modern Worship service. We have adopted a great new 
curriculum for all children and youth meetings. The curriculum 
objectives focus on spending time with God, how others can 
support our faith, how we can share God’s story, and how we can 
use our spiritual gifts to serve others. 

Along with Sunday School, we are working on some fun special 
events including VBSFest, Parents Day Out, Flapjacks and 
Flannels, Trunk or Treat, Breakfast with Santa, and many more! Our 
first event is VBSFest where we will celebrate that “God’s Love for 
us is Sweet!” We would like to welcome family and friends to 
Salem on July 31, from 4:00-6:00 pm for an evening of worship, 
games, crafts, tie-dye, ice cream, and fellowship. Register online 
to attend or volunteer. All volunteers will receive a free T-shirt in 
appreciation for your service! Speaking of volunteers, I would love 
your input and support on all things Children’s Ministry.  Please 
feel free to e-mail me at emily@salemstlouis.com if you would like 
to talk about being a part of serving the children of Salem.

NEW SERMON SERIES | INVITE YOUR FRIENDS
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

 
WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
Nursery care available at Mid-County.  Register online. 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 pm - Modern Worship Online 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS

https://pushpay.com/g/salemunitedmethodistsl?r=monthly
https://www.salemstlouis.com/welcome-back
https://www.facebook.com/salemstlouis
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https://vimeo.com/salemstlouis
https://www.youtube.com/user/SalemInLadueUMC



