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I want to share again the details about
hybrid worship that I sent out by email
at the beginning of the month. When we
began online worship in March, I thought
it might last eight weeks. I underestimated
the longevity of our online services, but I
also underestimated what a tool they would
become for reaching new people. Our online worship has
been a blessing. We have reached people around the country
that might never have entered our buildings, and we have
extended God’s love and grace far beyond our walls. The
quality and reach of our online services grows each month and
will continue. But it is time to do even more.
Now those eight weeks have turned into 27, and we are still
hoping and praying for the day we can worship in our physical
spaces again. COVID numbers are still too high for large
churches like ours to gather indoors safely. I pray that will
change soon, but Salem will not sit still while we wait! Therefore,
we are taking a hybrid approach to worship and discipleship
for the next few months. What does “Hybrid Worship” mean?
We will gather when possible in person, outdoors and in
smaller groups. At the same time, we will continue to worship
online each Sunday as a larger community.
If you are feeling well, and eager to join us in person, we
will gather for a small Mid-Week Worship Service each
Wednesday night. This will be held in the Multipurpose Room
at our Mid-County site with live acoustic music, prayer and a
short reflection from one of our pastors. Bring your joys, your
concerns, your prayer requests and, of course, your masks!
Masks will be mandatory, temperatures will be taken, hand
sanitizer and extra masks are available, and social distancing
is made possible by our new pandemic appropriate chairs set
up in this large space. Reservations are not needed, but we
do ask that you register either in advance online or when you
arrive.
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- CONTINUED FROM PG.1
On Sunday, September 13, we began
to host a drive-through “Feed and
be Fed” Holy Communion service at
both locations: South City from 10:00
-11:00 am and Mid-County from
11am-Noon. The bread and juice is
packaged together and passed to
you in your car with a gloved hand.
One of our pastors prays with you,
and musical surprises are planned
for these events as well! I pray that
this will feed your soul, and that we
might also use this opportunity to
feed our neighbors by serving as a
collection point for non-perishable
food, hygiene and diapers on these
days. Collection points will be at both
sites.
Upcoming Dates for “Feed and
Be Fed Communion”: October 4,
November 1, December 6
Missing live music?? We are going
to take advantage of our beautiful
fall weather with a series of casual
outdoor concerts! On September
27, we will host an outdoor concert
featuring some of our modern
musicians beginning at 5:00 pm at our
Mid-County Site on the front porch
of the Sanctuary. Bring Lawn chairs
or blankets—or even relax in your
car with the windows rolled down if
that feels more comfortable. We do
ask that you wear masks and practice
social distancing when outside your
car.

SCHOOL SUPPLY
GIVE-AWAY
EVENT MEETS
NEEDS
OF LOCAL
STUDENTS
- REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

On October 11, we will host an
Outdoor Worship Service in our
parking lot (the worship service will
be broadcast through your car radio
thanks to some great new technology)
beginning at 4:00 pm at Salem MidCounty.

and this journey has been a vivid
reminder of that fact. It takes us all to
be the Body of Christ as we continue
to bring much needed Good News to
our greater community–connecting
all people with God’s extravagant
love.

Finally, on October 18, we will host
an outdoor concert featuring some of
our traditional musicians–our amazing
strings in particular. The concert will
begin at 5 pm at the Mid-County site
on the front porch of the Sanctuary.
Same format as the modern concert,
but with an emphasis on the classics!

So, for now, we will continue to live
within the tension of offering Christ to
a broken and hurting community and
doing our part to ensure the health of
that community by staying within the
guidelines of St. Louis County. Let’s
offer each other an extra measure
of grace and pray for those who are
discouraged.

I know this might not be all the news
you wanted to hear. I miss seeing you
every Sunday. I promise you that we
are constantly evaluating options for
in-person and on-site worship with
medical experts, government officials
and church leaders throughout the
region.
Many of us would love nothing more
than to just return to “normal.”
However, in studying God’s Word I
have come to understand that God
does some of God’s best work in
circumstances that are anything but
normal. This “anything but normal”
journey has taught us so much about
God, about the Church, and about
ourselves. God continues to make
a way through all things. The church
has never been about a building,

As the Apostle Paul says, “I
encourage you to live as people
worthy of the call you received from
God. Conduct yourselves with all
humility, gentleness, and patience.
Accept each other with love, and
make an effort to preserve the unity
of the Spirit with the peace that ties
you together. You are one body and
one spirit, just as God also called you
in one hope. There is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, and one God and
Father of all, who is over all, through
all, and in all. God has given his grace
to each one of us measured out by
the gift that is given by Christ.

Like everything else in 2020, Back to School time looks a little different. Even
with many area schools operating virtually, students still need supplies to keep
up with their school work. Salem collected supplies and funds through the
month of August, and our volunteers assembled supply packages for over
200 area students. Supplies were handed out on a first-come, first-served basis at Salem’s South-City Site, The Connection, on Saturday, August 29 at our
School Supply Give-Away event.
After the Give-Away, leftover supplies were distributed to our partner agencies Epworth Children and Family Services and St Louis Public Schools so children who are in need have access to these resources. Salem will continue to
respond to the needs of area schools in the coming months, and we will keep
you updated on ways you can help our local schools.
Each year, Salem provides school supplies and backpacks for St. Louis children who need them. Thank you to all the donors, volunteers, and Outreach
Team organizers for helping St. Louis children get ready for school!

CONNECT GROUP Q & A’S
- REV. KATRINA DREW

While we’re all stuck in a time of social distance and isolation, we need each other!

Salem Offers Many Resources
to Inspire and Enhance
Your Prayer Life
- By Rev. Tim Power
James 5:16 “The prayer of the righteous
person is powerful in what it can achieve.”
People deal with difficult times in a variety
of ways. Some people find talking about
their problems helpful. Some people (me!)
turn to food as a distraction, others exercise.
But as followers of Jesus Christ, when we
confront trials of all kinds we can turn to our
Lord and Savior in the form of prayer.
Because prayer is so important, during this
pandemic we have created many pathways
for you to join us in prayer. Every weekday
morning at 8:10 am on the Salem United
Methodist Church Facebook page, I share
a scripture, devotional thought, and prayer
to start the day. Pastor Katrina also hosts a
prayer time on The Connection Facebook
page every Tuesday at 10am. We have
continued to offer our Wednesday evening
prayer service that meets in person at our
Mid-County Site at 6pm each week. For
those not comfortable with attending an
in-person event, this is also live-streamed on
Facebook.
Additionally, you can receive a recorded
phone message from Pastor Terri each
Wednesday and Friday morning at 10
am with a short encouraging devotion.
Email devotions from our staff and church
members are sent out each week on
Saturdays and Mondays as well. If you would
like to sign up to receive either the e-mail
devotion or the telephone devotion, send an
e-mail to jennifer@salemstlouis.com.
Prayer is a powerful way to stay connected
with God and the church. Will you join
with us in being a people of prayer in this
important hour?

What is a Connect Group?
A Connect group is a group of 4-12 people
who gather together weekly on Zoom or socially distanced in person for about 90 minutes to pray together, to share life’s joys and
struggles with one another, and to grow in relationship with one
another and, most importantly, in relationship with God through
study of scripture.
Why do we keep the groups so small?
So that people can really get to know each other, build trust, and
go deep–when you get a group of more than 12 people it gets
harder for everyone to share and be heard. Why 12? Jesus chose
12 for his inner circle, so why not!?
Why do we call them Connect Groups?
Some Churches call them small groups or life groups--because
you’re doing life together week in and week out. It’s all the same.
We’ve chosen to call them Connect Groups because it fits so well
with our Mission Statement as a Church: to “Connect All People
with God’s Extravagant Love.”
What’s in it for me?
Over the next few weeks we’ll be sharing short videos of different Connect Group members talking about what being a part of
a Connect Group has meant to them. You’ll hear stories about
people finding a sense of belonging in a tightknit group of fellow
Christians who walk alongside one another through some of life’s
greatest struggles but also take the time to celebrate, laugh, and
just enjoy being together. You’ll hear about faith being strengthened and the accountability that has helped people to grow as
Disciples of Christ.
How do I find a Connect Group that’s right for me?
If you visit our website you’ll find a list of the Connect Groups
that are currently accepting new members. We’ve got groups –
just for the guys, just for women, co-ed groups, and groups for
couples. Groups that meet during the day and those that meet in
the evening. Pick the group that you think fits you best and then
use the contact information to find out more. Or the simplest way
is to just reach out to Mercedes our Welcome Coordinator mercedes@salemstlouis.com or myself katrina@salemstlouis.com and
we’ll help you get matched up.
Do I have to be a Church member to join a Connect Group?
Absolutely NOT! All are welcome. Period.
What if I want to start my own Connect Group?
Please do! We are always looking for new leaders. Reach out to
me and we’ll talk through what that might look like, and we will
train and equip you to get started.
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YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church
in our community. Together we can make an impact in
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people.
Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give

Secure, quick, and easy. One-time and recurring gifts may be
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card.

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160
Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis

MID-COUNTY
SOUTH-CITY
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
6701 Virginia Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63131
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 991-0546
(314) 256 - 0 545
salemstlouis.com 711-2880 Nulla St.theconnectionstlouis.com
Mankato
Mississippi 96522

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU!
+1-222-333-4567
+1-222-333-4567

ONLINE WORSHIP

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you.
info@yourdomain.com
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am
www.yourdomain.com
Vimeo, App & Website:
Available Sundays, 6:00 am
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App

FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER SERVICE

PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com.

6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis

Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis

NEED HELP? LET US KNOW.

INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME

@SALEMSTLOUIS

