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GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS
by  Rev. Deborah LeMoine

ship planning session of the year may 
have been this week as we made final 
choices for hymns and arrangements 
for special guests. 

This is what it means to connect all 
people to God’s extravagant love. We 
are breaking down walls and making 
space for everyone in our community 
to worship and celebrate.  Christmas 
concerts and events are underway.   
Our “Two Stories: One Christmas” 
sermon series concludes this Sunday 
and our musicians are warming up for 
Christmas Eve!  (Details about our 
Christmas Eve services are included 
on pg. 1.)

Please join us. Invite your friends. 
There is good news to be shared. 
Good news of great joy which shall 
be for all the people. We have been 
getting ready for this moment since 
the sledgehammers started swinging 
all the way back in July, and we can’t 
wait to celebrate with you. 

Peace on Earth to you and yours, I’ll 
see you soon . . .

Pastor Deb

love, and we talked about what each of 
these words mean to us. We talked about 
the difference between “peace on earth” 
and “pieces of candy.” The kids knew that 
joy and happiness were sort of the same 
thing, and that hoping for something was 
a little bit like making a wish list for San-
ta. These are big theological concepts for 
preschoolers, and our kids did a great job. 
But when we talked about love, the kids’ 
responses melted my heart. “Who does 
God send Jesus to love?” I asked the kids, 
and they shouted out “Everyone!” and 
clapped their hands. Our teachers are do-
ing good work here at Salem.

The great hope, joy, and promise of 
Christmas is that the love and peace of 
Jesus is for all people. Our job as a church 
is to connect all people with that extrav-
agant love. We make that love visible in 
our worship, our service, and our love for 
one another. The ways that love moves 
through our church at Christmas are amaz-
ing. Hams, turkeys, coats, gloves, bags, 
and boxes of gifts for kids and families 
are flowing through here every day. Esti-
mates of giving arrive each week, marking 
prayerful commitments to ministry in the 
year ahead. Our new hospitality space is 
nearly complete at Mid-County, and we 
are awaiting furniture delivery next week 
with as much anticipation as the kids are 
awaiting Christmas presents under the 
tree. And the music. You will not want to 
miss the music. Our most exciting wor-

Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.  For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  - 
Luke 2: 10b-11

My job has many perks. One of them is 
leading preschool chapel with the young-
est members of our community. This 
week, we lit the advent candles together 
and talked about how we get ready for 

Christmas at home 
and at church. 
When I asked the 
kids what they 
were doing to get 
ready for Christmas 
at home, I heard 
about baking cook-
ies, making lists for 
Santa, putting up 

lights, and, in one of our households, the 
drama of the entire Christmas tree falling 
down. “Did your mom and dad put it right 
back up again?” I asked. “No,” was the 
solemn answer. I said a special prayer for 
those exhausted young parents! 

Getting ready for Christmas can be ex-
hausting, at home and at church. But 
talking with the kids reminded me of the 
most important preparations we make – 
in our own hearts. We lit each of the four 
advent candles: hope, peace, joy, and 

Hindsight in 2020 - A Look Back 
in Order to Move Forward.
Today’s decisions certainly affect tomorrow’s 
outcomes. With the benefit of hindsight we 
can see things in our past that we might do 
differently. By the same token, we can also 
see the decisions that helped shape our future 
for the better.  Sometimes it is difficult to see 
where God is leading, but when we look back 
we can see clearly God’s presence.  Join us on 
Sundays mornings in January as we explore the 
benefits of hindsight.  Worship services: 8:30, 
9:30, & 10:45 am.
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STUDENTS: 6-12TH GRADE
MDWK  // Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm // 6-12th Grade // Mid-County 
Students gather in a large group setting for worship, small group time, fellow-
ship and fun. (Resumes January 7)

Connect Groups // Sundays, 7:00-9:00 pm // Mid-County 
Join us as we gather for student-led discussion and snacks.  The last Sunday of 
the month enjoy a fun activity together.  

Confirmation // Tuesdays, 6:30-800 pm  // Mid-County // Jan. 14-April 26
7th grade students not only to learn about their faith but also to take personal 
ownership of it. Visit www.salemstlouis.com/confirmation for details.

The Connection Youth Group // Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 pm //  South-City 
Join us for a fun night of dinner, games and prizes, and a meaningful lesson 
every first Thursday of the month. (Resumes January 9)

NEED MORE INFO ABOUT STUDENT MINISTRY
Mid-County Site

Nick Savage 
nick@salemstlouis.com

South-City Site
Reggie Moore 
reggie@salemstlouis.com

COMMUNITY

Justice Ministry Book 
of the Month 
Each month Salem’s Social Justice 
Ministry presents a featured book of 
the month.  One copy of each book 
will be available in the Salem library. 
The December book selection is The 
Age of Dignity: Preparing for the El-
der Boom in a Changing America  by 
Ai-jen Poo.

Help make a difference in our community for St. Louis youth!  Join us on 
Saturday, January 25 from 10:00 am-Noon for the Epworth Serve Day.  Ep-
worth Children & Family Services helps children, youth, and families move 
toward self-sufficiency by focusing on health, housing, education, and em-
ployment.  Projects include: game day with youth and families, assembling 
snack bags and hygiene kits, and preparing casseroles.  Projects will be 
held at three of the Epworth locations (Webster Groves, Normandy, South-
City, Normandy) and Salem.  Sign up today at salemstlouis.com or call (314) 
991-0546.

Project Options
Intrada: 6336 S Grand Ave, St. Louis, 63118 
Participants:  Any age, including families.  
Activities: Brunch and board game tournament at this multi-generational 
residential building including young adults served by Epworth.

Normandy: 7520 Natural Bridge Rd., 63121.  Participants: All ages, includ-
ing families. Activities: Assembling snack bags & hygiene kits, building 
tour, other projects directed by Epworth.

Salem Mid-County: 1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd., 63131.  Participants: All ages.   
Activities:  Prepare casseroles for the Epworth Drop-In Center.

Webster Groves: 110 N. Elm Ave., 63119. 
Participants: Adults 21+ yrs old, must submit background screening form 
to Epworth by 1/11/20.  Activities: Recreational and board games in the 
Recreation Center with Residential Youth.

SIGN UP AT SALEMSTLOUIS.COM Whim ‘n Rhythm Concert 
January 5, 4:00 pm 
Salem Sanctuary

You’re invited to a performance by Whim ‘n Rhythm, 
Yale’s finest senior women’s a cappella group, as 
part of the group’s winter tour in St. Louis on Jan-
uary 5 at 4:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  Don’t miss this 
concert featuring a variety of music ranging from 
upbeat jazz standards to contemporary pop hits to 
traditional folk ballads.   
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December 19: Lessons and Carols Worship (Mid-County)
December 20: Christmas Kick-Off Concert (Mid-County)
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship (pg. 1)  
December 25-27: Office Closed - Merry Christmas! 
January 1: Office Closed - Happy New Year!
January 5: Whim ‘n Rhythm Concert (pg. 3)
January 14: Uniquely You Workshop (pg. 3)
January 20: Office Closed - Martin Luther King Day
January 25: Epworth Serve Day (pg. 3)

MID-COUNTY 
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
(314) 991-0546 
salemstlouis.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel 
9:30 am Modern  
10:45 am Traditional 
 
9:30 am Classes for adults & 
children (2 years-6th grade) 

8:30 - 11:45 am Nursery for  
infants & toddlers

WEDNESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
6:00 - 6 :30 pm Chapel
Resumes January 8

SOUTH-CITY 
6701 Virginia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256 - 0 545  
theconnectionstlouis.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration 
 
10:30 am Kids Connection 
for children & Nursery for 
infants 

ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS
SAVE THE DATE


