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Commitment Sunday: Making a Difference
It’s in the news and on social media every day. People want to make a difference in the
world. They want their lives to matter! In recent years, study after study has revealed
that millennials especially have a desire to change the world—they desire to do mean-
ingful work with a lasting impact. The fact is, no matter our generation, we all really
want that! We all want to make a difference! We have the opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others, both here in St Louis and the greater world. Salem’s mission
and vision statements make it clear that this is what we are all about.
 
On October 21st and 28th we will explore how God uses His people to make a dif-
ference in the world and to reach others with His transformational love, in a two-part 
series entitled “3:16 Living.”
 
These conversations will culminate on Commitment Sunday, October 28, as we con-
secrate our gifts to God. Our first step is prayer.  Jesus Christ leads us in making a dif-
ference.  May we listen for the direction God has for us in 2019 and consider how God 
is calling us to use our gifts and resources to support the many ways we are making a 
difference in our community.

“Each of you should 
give what you have 

decided in your 
heart to give, 

not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, 

for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

WHAT IS COMMITMENT 
SUNDAY?
Commitment Sunday is a day in which 
we celebrate how God is using our 
gifts in our community.  On October 28 
you’ll be asked to return your Commit-
ment and Serving Card.  Cards will be 
mailed and will be available at each site. 

By completing and returning a Commit-
ment Card, you are expressing your intent 
and affirming your desire to honor God 
with your resources. Returning your Com-
mitment Card makes it possible for our 
church to plan and implement ministries 
without hesitation. 

October 28 - Commitment Sunday
Mid-County Site: 8:30, 9:30, & 10:45 am
South-City Site: 10:30 am 

WHY SHOULD I GIVE?
Giving allows us to express our love for 
God.  It is a sign of our gratitude to Him 
and allows us to be partners with God 
and the work He is doing in the world. 
Giving honors God as the provider. 
Through giving we grow spiritually and 
become more intimate with God.

WHY SHOULD I SERVE?
Serving gives us the opportunity to give 
back and to make a difference in our 
community.  There are a variety of teams 
and ministries where you can find a place 
to serve and use your skills and passions. 
We think you’ll find that the time and en-
ergy you invest will offer returns in new 
friendships, spiritual growth, and person-
al satisfaction through seeing the impact 
you can make to our community.
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land on, our call is to love one another. 

The Message so beautifully captures the 
meaning of 1 John 4: 7-12.

My beloved friends, let us continue to 
love each other since love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves is born of God 
and experiences a relationship with God. 
The person who refuses to love doesn’t 
know the first thing about God, because 
God is love—so you can’t know him if you 
don’t love. This is how God showed his 
love for us: God sent his only Son into the 
world so we might live through him. This 
is the kind of love we are talking about—
not that we once upon a time loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 
damage they’ve done to our relationship 
with God.  My dear, dear friends, if God 
loved us like this, we certainly ought to 
love each other. No one has seen God, 
ever. But if we love one another, God 
dwells deeply within us, and his love be-
comes complete in us—perfect love!

We must continue to BE THE CHURCH! 
Our focus is still the same – reaching and 
connecting all people with God’s extrava-
gant love!  I ask you to join me in prayer as 
we offer ourselves to others in God’s love. 

In Grace!
Rev. Terri Swan

Sexual Orientation - 161.J;  Qualifications 
of Ordination - 304.3; Homosexual Unions 
-341.6; Church membership, Section V: 
214-242 in the Book of Discipline.)

In short, it says that all are loved and all 
are welcomed to be a part of the church; 
worshipping, serving, leading, and shar-
ing . . . however, it says “no” to same sex 
marriage and to the ordination of anyone 
professing to be LGBTQ.  

“The Way Forward” will bring to the 
floor three proposals:

1. The Traditional Model: basically keeps 
things the same.

2. The One Church Model: In summary, 
it says that Annual Conferences, Church-
es, and Pastors can agree to disagree on 
this issue and move forward exercising 
individual conscience. This model finds 
middle ground by allowing conferences 
and churches to adopt different rules and 
policies on these issues.

3. Connectional Conference Model: ba-
sically restructures the United Methodist 
Denomination allowing traditional, unity, 
and progressive conferences based on 
theology rather than geography.

If you were unable to attend the recent 
informational meetings about The Way 
Forward at Salem and The Connection, 
and you would like to set up a personal 
meeting to go over the models, feel free 
to call or email Jennifer Horne to set up a 
time to meet with me. 
No matter which side of the issue you 

The United Methodist Church has 
scheduled a special called General Con-
ference in February of 2019 right here 
in St. Louis.  People will be traveling 
from all over the world to gather and 
discuss an issue that has been debated 
for over 40 years. General Conference 
will be meeting specifically for one rea-
son, to discuss and vote on “The Way 
Forward” related to LGBTQ inclusion.  
The Way Forward addresses our con-
versations of same gender marriage, 
and the ordination of LGBTQ persons.  

As author Jill Johnson states in her 
book, Living Faithfully, “As Christians, 
we are all children of God and, there-
fore, family to one another.  And in ev-
ery family there are subjects that seem 
to bring out the worst in us when we 
discuss them.  For United Methodists, 
that topic is currently homosexuality.”  I 
agree with Jill Johnson.  But if you think 
this is the first argument Christians have 
ever had, all you have to do is read 
through the book of Acts and you will 
discover Christians have always been 
wrestling with social and cultural norms. 

The United Methodist’s current stance 
on sexuality can be found in our Book of 
Discipline.  (You can access a free online 
version of the Book of Discipline/Book 
of Resolutions at this web address:
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/
DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&page-
id=920.  You can find the sections re-
lated to this discussion in the Book 
of Resolutions as follows: Marriage - 
161.C;  Divorce - 161.D; Human Sexu-
ality 161.G; Equal Rights Regardless of 

Holy Conferencing
- Rev. Terri Swan, Senior Pastor

VOLUNTEER FOR BLOCK PARTY
The Connection’s BLOCK PARTY on Saturday, October 20, from 1:00-3:00 
pm is our BIGGEST neighborhood outreach event of the year! The Block 
Party will be held outside The Connection at the Corner of Virginia Ave. 
and Haven St. in South St. Louis City.  Sign up to volunteer a shift online at 
salemstlouis.com or call (314) 991-0546. Contact Site Pastor, Katrina Drew 
at katrina@salemstlouis.com with questions. 

Set up (11:00 am-12:30 pm)  Trunk or Treat (12:30-3:00 pm)
Games/Activities (12:45-2:00 pm)  Games/Activities (1:45-3:00 pm)
Food (12:00-2:00 pm)   Food (2:00-4:00 pm)
Tear Down (3:00 pm-4:00 pm)  Welcome Table (12:45-2:00 pm) 
Welcome Table (1:45-3:00 pm)
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The Connection Bonfire - October 27 @ Eckers Farm
Have you ever been to Eckert’s Millstadt Farm?  Join us for The Connection Bonfire 
on Friday, October 26, from 6:00-10:00 pm. We will make s’mores and enjoy fel-
lowship together. In addition Eckert’s offers other fun activities such as: pig races, 
a 10-acre corn maze, a haunted hayride and more! Each guest who attends the 
bonfire site (age 2 and older) will need $13 for an admission ticket to the farm.  
Transportation information is coming soon.

LEARN
Wednesday Women’s Small Group: Wed., 9:00 am (Mid-County Site)
The Study (upstairs in the old library) - Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan

Sunday Morning Groups, 9:30-10:30 am
Explore the journey of life and faith with others.  Several groups meet on Sun-
day mornings and new persons are always welcome.  Visit salemstlouis.com for 
more details or contact the office (314) 991-0546.  

Total Tuesdays: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm (Mid-County Site)
Groups for all ages on Tuesdays, September 11- November 13.  To sign up or 
for details visit www.salemstlouis.com or call (314) 991-0546.  
 
Friday Women’s Study // Fri., 9:30-11:15 am (Mid-County Site)
Not just a discussion group, it will be a six-week personal transformation pro-
cess for deepening compassion as we explore the book Boundless Compas-
sion: Creating a Way of Life by Joyce Rupp.  Meets October 19 - December 7 
in Room 200 (by the Sanctuary).  Call Kate Fox (314) 605-3622 for information. 

Interested in starting a new group?
Contact Rev. Tim Power 

(314) 991-0546 or tim@salemstlouis.com

COMMUNITY

SERVE
Help a child.  Be a Tutor.
We are actively looking for additional tutors to join our Faith Based Partnership 
with the SLPS.  These children are not reading or doing math at their current 
grade level.  Please consider servicing, gifting an hour of your time, and making 
a difference. Hours of service opportunities between 9:00 am-3:00 pm Monday 
to Friday,  along with some after school hours.  Call or email Mary Jarvis, (314) 
323-6432, meajarvis@aol.com to get more information.  

Serve in the Church // Mid-County & South-City
There are many ways to get involved in the church community. Visit www.salem-
stlouis.com or call (314) 991-0546 to find out where you can serve.    

In the Community // Mid-County & South-City
We offer many ways to serve in St. Louis such as: Haven Street Meal Ministry, 
Rock-a-Baby @ Kingdom House Day Care, Epworth Drop-In Center Lunch Min-
istry, and St. Louis Public School Tutoring.  Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call 
(314) 991-0546 for more details. 

New Children’s Ministry Electronic
Check-In System and Nursery Move
at Mid-County Site
Exciting changes are happening for all Children’s 
Ministries this fall. Electronic check-in will soon be 
available for all children birth to 6th grade and will be 
required for attending all Children’s Ministry classes 
and events. We are thrilled to get this going at Sa-
lem, as it will give us needed information about your 
children and increase security on the Salem campus. 
Once you are in the system, type your phone num-
ber at one of our kiosks, your family information will 
come up on the screen, choose what your child/chil-
dren will attend, hit print and your child’s name tags 
will come out complete ,with a private code for the 
parent tag and the child tag that changes weekly. 

In addition to electronic check-in, our nursery is be-
ing moved to the rooms located outside of our Mul-
tipurpose Room. This move has been a long time 
coming and we are thrilled to have  all of our chil-
dren in,, one area that can be better secured. 

Safety for our children is not a new direction for 
Salem but improvement is necessary as our culture 
dictates.  We are committed to do whatever it takes 
to keep our ministry areas and our children as safe 
as possible.

You will be given the opportunity to fill out your 
child’s current information online which will fast 
track you and help you avoid a potential line on Sun-
day. To sign your child/children into our system visit 
www.salemstlouis.com.  

Room 110: Nursery (infants-23 months)
Room 113: Pre-K3 & Pre-K2 (two & three year olds)
Room 114: Pre-K1 (four & five year olds)
Room 115: Parent Comfort Room 
       (diaper change, nursing room)
Room 117: Kindergarten & 1st Grade 
Room 118: 2nd & 3rd Grade
Room 119: Music Room
Room 217: 4th-6th (Bridge)

We look forward to implementing this new technol-
ogy into our Children’s Ministry program.  
 
- Patty Peterson, Dir. of Children & Family Ministry 

CHECK-IN

Justice Ministry Book of the Month // October  2018
Each month Salem’s Social Justice Ministry presents a featured 
book of the month.  One copy of each book will be available 
in the Salem library.  October’s book of the month is America 
And Its Guns by James E. Atwood. 
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1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
 
Phone: (314) 991-0546  
Fax: (314) 991-1242   
Web: www.salemstlouis.com 
Email: info@salemstlouis.com  
 

SAVE THE DATE
October 20: Block Party at The Connection
October 21: Charge Conference, 3:00 pm (The Gathering 
UMC (2360 McCausland Avenue, 63143)
November 15: Turkey Delivery to Kingdom House
December 8: Salem Chamber Orchestra Concert, 7:30 pm
December 15: Christmas at The Sheldon

For more details on upcoming events visit us online at 
salemstlouis.com.

MID-COUNTY 
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
(314) 991-0546 
www.salemstlouis.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel 
9:30 am Modern  
10:45 am Traditional 
 
9:30 am Classes for adults & 
children (2 years-6th grade) 

8:30-11:45 am Nursery for  
infants & toddlers

TUESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
7:30 pm Chapel

SOUTH-CITY 
6701 Virginia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256-0545  
www.connectingnow.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration 
 
10:30 am Kids Connection 
for children & Nursery for 
infants 

ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS



Understanding the Structure of the UMC
Understanding the structure of governance in the United Methodist Church is important.  Whether 
you are new to the United Methodist Denomination or have been “Methodist” all your life, as we 
move into an important discussion, I believe it is crucial to review how we are structured.  

Local church: As the visible presence of the body of Christ, the local church is the place where mem-
bers grow in faith and discipleship, putting their faith into action through ministry in the world.

Districts: Each local church is part of a district, which is an administrative grouping of churches in a 
geographic area. Salem is a part of the Gateway Central District. Located here in St. Louis.

Annual Conference: The annual conference is a geographical entity, in our own state of Missouri, 
made up of lay and clergy members, organized around a yearly meeting. It is the organizational body 
of the church.   As clergy, I am a member of the Annual Conference along with Katrina Drew, Deb 
LeMoine, and Tim Power.  

Jurisdictional Conference: There are five geographic jurisdictions, or regions, in the United States, 
which are comprised of eight to 15 annual conferences each.

Central Conferences: In Africa, Europe, and the Philippines, there are seven geographical regions, 
called central conferences, each of which is comprised of annual conferences and divided into sev-
eral episcopal areas. 

General Conference - The General Conference meets every four years to consider the business and 
mission of the church. An equal number of lay and clergy delegates are elected from United Meth-
odist conferences around the world to decide matters of policy and procedure for the denomination. 
As the primary legislative body, General Conference is the only entity with the authority to speak on 
behalf of the entire United Methodist Church.
 

Understanding of the structure of The United Methodist Church will assist in understanding the 
upcoming vote at the General Conference Special Session in St. Louis in February of 2019.  
For more information regarding this important vote please read Rev. Terri Swan’s article 

on page two of this issue.  
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