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Celebrating Advent
Advent is certainly one of the most colorful and inspirational seasons in the
Christian year. The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit,” begins four Sundays before Christmas
and ends on Christmas Eve. During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate,
the coming of Christ. We remember our longing for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. This time of preparation is filled with
the anticipation of the One who came to save us from sin and death.
Beginning December 2, our worship will be filled with the beauty and
sounds of Advent. During this time of year, there are things we wait for.
We wait to see family and friends that live far away. We wait to celebrate
traditions of the season. We wait to open presents on Christmas Day. Most
of all we wait in anticipation for the birth of Jesus Christ. Waiting can be
exciting and transformational. As we begin “Waiting for Christmas” we
invite you to discover the ways God will reveal His presence in the waiting.
Mark your calendar for our upcoming Advent services, concerts, and events.
Check out our Christmas insert for more details or visit www.salemstlouis.
com. We hope you’ll join us as we wait for the coming of Jesus this Advent.

Reaching Out to the Community
Laughter filled the air as children and students
dressed in costumes, played games, trunk-ortreated, and enjoyed fun with friends on October
20 at The Connection’s annual Block Party event.
Neighbors enjoyed lunch, music, and fellowship
together. The superhero-themed trunk-or-treat
was a big hit with children of all ages.
We continue to reach out in our community in a
variety of ways, and it was a joy to see our neighborhood delight in an afternoon of fun! This annual outreach event reached approximately 300
people the in Carondelet neighborhood. Thank
you to our volunteers and staff for all your planning and hard work. We can’t wait for next year!
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The Disciple’s Path
- Rev. Terri Swan, Senior Pastor

The Disciple’s Path

There is no greater honor than to be
able to offer the gift of baptism. Baptism was a huge part of my call to ordained ministry as I
prayed and discerned
how God was calling
me to serve. Whether
we are baptized as an
infant, teen, or adult,
we are beginning a
journey of discipleship.
We are washed clean
of sin and marked as
a follower of Jesus Christ when the water is placed upon our heads. This is our
starting point to a new life. Baptism is
the beginning of a new path of life that
is now different. As disciples we have
certain expectations upon the way we
live out our Christian life.
As we live out our faith we see with new
eyes and make choices that others in this
world might even find ridiculous. We offer prayers for those we do not know.
We serve in places we may never see
again. We begin each week in worship
and praise of God. We offer the hope of
resurrection and new life to people we
may have just met for the first time. We
give extravagantly in response to the
extravagant gift we have been given in
Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving, it is a good time
Tithing (giving 10% of our income) is a core value of Christo start as a way of saying
tianity. Many people make
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When Joe and I began our path of discipleship we did not fully understand the
blessing of tithing. We only gave what
we had left over from the bills, and what
we thought we could manage to give.
As a result, our faith did not grow as
God would have wanted. When we began to understand the true meaning of
tithing, we increased our gifts each year
until we were giving 10% of our income.
The blessings of joy and peace have
continued to increase in our lives as a
result of our faithful giving. You cannot
fully experience this blessing unless you
try it.

The Challenge

If you are not currently tithing I encourage you to sit down with your family and
pray about giving it a try for the next
90 days. Since we are in the season of

1. I will give 10% of my income to
the church in service of others.
2. I will pray each day that God will
use my tithe to change the hearts
and lives of others for Jesus Christ.
3. I will ask myself each day how
God is deepening my faith and
teaching me to trust in HIM.
Please let me know if you accept
this challenge, so that I might be
in prayer for you during these 90
Days. I am not promising that it will
be easy--but I do promise a deeper
walk with God along this path that
has been set before you as His own.
Walking with You!
Pastor Terri

The Salem Board is excited to announce the introduction of
single stream recycling at both our sites. Bins will be located
throughout the buildings.
What can I recycle?: cardboard, paper, mail, aluminum cans,
food boxes, food cans, glass bottles, jars (glass & plastic),
jugs, plastic bottles and caps
Important: Please rinse food from containers and break
down large items.

PAGE 2

LEARN
ADULTS
Wednesday Women’s Small Group: Wed., 9:00 am (Mid-County Site)
The Study (upstairs in the old library) - Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan
Sunday Morning Groups, 9:30-10:30 am
Explore the journey of life and faith with others. Several groups meet on Sunday mornings, and new persons are always welcome. Visit salemstlouis.com for
more details or contact the office (314) 991-0546.

Christmas is a time of giving. This year we are partnering
with Kingdom House to provide items for their annual Holiday Market and the Daycare Christmas Party. The Holiday
Market provides individuals the ability to select gifts for
family members while giving them a sense of empowerment and dignity. Salem also hosts a Christmas Party for
the children in the Kingdom House Daycare Program. This
year children will enjoy a visit with Santa Claus, receive a
stocking full of goodies, the opportunity to select a gift for
a family member, and enjoy treats with their class. You can
help us make a difference in the lives of St. Louis families.
You can participate in the following ways:
1) Select an ornament from the giving tree and return an
unwrapped gift to church by December 9.
2) Volunteer to deliver Christmas gifts to Kingdom
House on December 9.
3) Sign-up to attend the Christmas Party on December
14, 1:00-4:00 pm at Kingdom House.
For more information about Kingdom House please visit
www.kingdomhouse.org or call (314) 421-0400.

GIVE
Give a Child a Book of Their Own
We’re collecting books to give each child and parent attending the upcoming Literacy Night at Lyon Academy
at Blow Elementary. Please donate new or gently used
books, Preschool through 8th grade, as well as adult books
for the parents. Drop off donations at the main entrances.
If you would like to make a donation to purchase books,
please write books in the memo of your check or give online at salemstlouis.com. Thank you for helping make a
difference in the lives of St. Louis children.

SERVE
Serve in the Church // Mid-County & South-City
There are many ways to get involved in the church community. Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call (314) 991-0546 to
find out where you can serve.
In the Community // Mid-County & South-City
We offer many ways to serve in St. Louis such as: Haven
Street Meal Ministry, Rock-a-Baby @ Kingdom House Day
Care, Epworth Drop-In Center Lunch Ministry, and St. Louis
Public School Tutoring. Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call
(314) 991-0546 for more details.

Esther Circle Women’s Small Group // 4th Tuesday (Mid-County Site)
The Esther Circle Women’s Small Group meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month in the homes of its members. The group enjoys fellowship, a time of
learning, and sharing snacks or a meal. Next meeting is November 27 at 10:00
am in the home of Jan Stevens (628 McBride Pointe Drive, Ballwin 63011). To
RSVP call Jan at (314) 570-0735.
Holy Smokers Men’s Group // First Saturday, 8:00 am (Mid-County Site)
All men are invited to join us for fellowship and breakfast on the first Saturday of
the month at 8:00 am at Salem. In addition to the monthly breakfast gathering,
the Holy Smokers Men’s Group also serves regularly in the community, enjoys
fun fellowship activities, and organizes an annual BBQ fundraiser. For more
information contact Joe Swan at (314) 570-3479 or joeswan@sbcglobal.net.

STUDENTS
The Connection Youth Group // Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm // 6-12th Grade
Enjoy games, dinner, lessons, and prayer. Event is free.
Salem 412 Worship // Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm // 6-12th Grade
Students gather in a large group setting for worship, small group time, fellowship and fun. Event is free. (No meeting December 18 & 25)
Salem High School Small Group // Sundays, 7:00-9:00 pm // 9-12th Grade
Join us as we gather for student-led discussion and snacks. The last Sunday of
the month enjoy a fun activity together.
Youth Fall Retreat // November 30-December 2 // 6-12th Grade
Enjoy indoor and outdoor activities, worship, fellowship, and tons of fun. $100 per
person. Scholarships available. Visit www.salemstlouis.com to register. Students
from both sites are invited to attend.
Hoops for Hope // Last Friday, 6:00-7:30 pm // 6-12th Grade
Youth enjoy a short devotional and basketball game. Transportation provided.
Girl Squad // Monthly // Next Date: December 15
Teen girls enjoy fellowship and fun together. All are welcome.

Interested in starting a new group?
Contact Rev. Tim Power
(314) 991-0546 or tim@salemstlouis.com

COMMUNITY
Justice Ministry Book of the Month // November 2018
Each month Salem’s Social Justice Ministry presents a featured
book of the month. One copy of each book will be available
in the Salem library. October’s book of the month is Mr. Smith
Goes to Prison: What My Year Behind Bars Taught Me About
America’s Prison Crisis by Jeff Smith.
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ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS
MID-COUNTY
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63131
(314) 991-0546
www.salemstlouis.com

SOUTH-CITY
6701 Virginia Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256-0545
www.connectingnow.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel
9:30 am Modern
10:45 am Traditional

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration

9:30 am Classes for adults &
children (2 years-6th grade)
8:30-11:45 am Nursery for
infants & toddlers
TUESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
7:30 pm Chapel

10:30 am Kids Connection
for children & Nursery for
infants

SAVE THE DATE
November 22: Happy Thanksgiving (office closed)
November 23: Office Closed
November 25: Christmas Decorating Party (see insert)
December 1: Christmas Decorating Party (see insert)
December 8: Salem Chamber Orchestra Concert, 7:30 pm
December 14: Kingdom House Christmas Party (see insert)
December 20: Lessons and Carols Service, 7:00 pm
For more details on upcoming events visit us online at
salemstlouis.com.

