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As we near completion of the Hospitality Upgrades at the Mid-County
Site, I want to update you on the final stages of the project. You may
recall that early renderings showed an atrium style entry addition that
would open to the new coffee bar space. After reviewing all the proposed options, including the amount of time, money, and disruption to
operations involved in building out the atrium style entry with a wheelchair ramp as originally proposed, our consultants are recommending
that we not proceed with that portion of the project. There are several
reasons, most of which relate to existing conditions of the site. We encountered significant design issues involved in aligning the proposed
roof, floor, and ramp with existing building grades. To do so ultimately
proved to be not only very expensive, but inconsistent with our desire
for windows and natural light into the new coffee bar gathering spaces
– as well as our desire to complete the project in one year. It has been
recommended that we instead use our funds to proceed with an Enhanced Phase 1 which will complete the upper and lower levels of the
connector wing (the old library and the space underneath it) to make
the new coffee bar gathering space larger, and to add two additional
staff offices to the lower level staff hub. This is possible because we will
gain back the floor space that would have been used to make the connection to the atrium in the original plan. Some additional furnishings,
technology, fire alarm upgrades, electric upgrades, plumbing, and one
additional bathroom (at the back of the sanctuary in the old “ushers closet”) will also be
included. Elevator installation will proceed
according to plan, and all work is expected
to be completed before summer. This will allow us the most floor space and natural light
possible in the gathering spaces and it will
allow ministry on site to get back to normal
for summer! I have been thrilled to see the
conversations and fellowship taking place
each Sunday and throughout the week in this new area, and can’t I wait
to gather with you in the new coffee bar extension this spring!
Pastor Terri and the Board have reviewed this updated plan and are
thrilled with this revision and the ways that these spaces will help us to
connect future generations of all people with God’s extravagant love!
We are grateful for the generosity that makes these upgrades possible,
and for your patience as the work is completed.
Rev. Deborah LeMoine, Executive Pastor

40ACTS

- BY REV. TERRI SWAN

“Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” - Luke 4:8
Ash Wednesday
is February 26
which marks a
new season in the
life of the church
called Lent. If you
did not grow up
in the Methodist
church or a tradition that observed
Lent, you might not know why our
attention shifts to repentance and
reflection during this time. You won’t
find the words “Lenten Season” in
the scriptures, because it is humanmade tradition, that begins on Ash
Wednesday and ends on the Saturday
before Easter. It is a time of searching
our hearts and remembering the
sacrifice that Jesus made for us on the
cross. The Holy Scriptures tell us that
immediately after Jesus was baptized
in the Jordan River, the spirit drove
him into the wilderness for 40 days
where he was tempted. As those
who follow Christ, we remember His
journey and how he showed us how to
face temptation and overcome it.
The Gospel of Luke, Chapter 4, gives
us the most detail of that time. Here is
the story from The Message:
Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wild. For forty wilderness days
and nights he was tested by the Devil.
He ate nothing during those days, and
when the time was up he was hungry.
The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave

the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son,
command this stone to turn into a loaf
of bread.” Jesus answered by quoting
Deuteronomy: “It takes more than
bread to really live.” For the second
test he led him up and spread out all
the kingdoms of the earth on display
at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re
yours in all their splendor to serve your
pleasure. I’m in charge of them all
and can turn them over to whomever
I wish. Worship me and they’re yours,
the whole works.” Jesus refused, again
backing his refusal with Deuteronomy:
“Worship the Lord your God and
only the Lord your God. Serve him
with absolute single-heartedness.”
For the third test the Devil took him
to Jerusalem and put him on top of
the Temple. He said, “If you are God’s
Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he
has placed you in the care of angels to
protect you; they will catch you; you
won’t so much as stub your toe on a
stone’?” “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s
also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt
the Lord your God.’” That completed
the testing. The Devil retreated
temporarily, lying in wait for another
opportunity.
Through every challenge, Jesus turned
his heart toward God’s Word. The
Lenten season is a time of seeking
Christ, remembering his life, miracles,
healings, teachings and parables.
It is a time of deeper study, prayer,
fasting, discerning, and action. Some
Christians give up things that distract

from their relationship with Jesus
Christ, like social media or movies.
Some Christians take on a new spiritual
practice or a particular Bible study.
More and more people are discovering
and taking on 40Acts.
40Acts is 40 days, 40 reflections, and
40 challenges
I am excited to offer a 40Acts
Lenten online guide to Salem/The
Connection. Our sermon series during
Lent will focus on the parables of
Jesus, and these Lenten readings will
include reflections on the impact of
these special teachings of Christ. If
you would like to participate, go to
our website: salemstlouis.com. Every
day throughout the Lenten season (not
including Sundays), there will be an
action posted for the day. Each act is
designed to give you practical ways to
deepen your relationship with Christ.
It will include a reading from Scripture,
a short devotional, and a simple
achievable action for the day.
I encourage you to take this step
toward a deeper relationship with
Christ and to join with me and the
pastors of Salem as we learn and grow
in faith during the Lenten season.
I pray for this season of renewal in
your life and in our lives together as a
community of faith.
Pastor Terri

HOLY
SMOKERS
BBQ
FUNDRAISER
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Bring a friend to Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School. At Rocky Railway
VBS, children will experience the excitement and Bible discovery!
They will have a blast learning that they can trust Jesus through all
life’s twists and turns. Invite your friends! Open to children aged three
years (must have turned three by 1/1/20) through those entering 5th
grade in fall 2020. Cost is $35. Register today at salemstlouis.com.
Volunteers are needed. Register online or call (314) 991-0546.

Don’t miss out on delicious BBQ by placing your
Holy Smokers order. The Men’s Ministry, Holy
Smokers, is selling BBQ 8-10lb Boston Pork Butts.
Cost is $50 for a whole or $25 for a half. Also
for sale are pulled pork sandwiches for $5 each
on March 8 from 9:00 am-Noon at Salem. Place
your order in the bulletin, order at salemstlouis.
com, visit the Holy Smokers table in the Coffee Bar
on Sundays, or contact Joe Swan (314) 570-3479 |
joeswan@sbcglobal.net.

ASH WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE
Celebrate the beginning of the Lenten season at
the annual Ash Wednesday worship service at our
Mid-County Site on February 26 at 7:00 pm in the
Salem Sanctuary. This special service features the
imposition of ashes, a variety of musical selections,
Holy Communion, and message. All are welcome!
Don’t miss this time of reflection as we mark the beginning of Lent together.

YOUTH RETREAT
It won’t be the same without you! Join 6-12th
grade students and leaders for a fun-filled
youth retreat at Lake Williamson March 20-22.
Don’t miss out on this weekend of fun, worship,
learning, and friends! Enjoy indoor games,
outdoor activities, ropes course, campfire and
more. Cost is $130 and includes transportation, meals, lodging, activities, and t-shirt. Register at salemstlouis.com. Open to both sites.

FAMILY READING NIGHT
Don’t miss our Family Reading Night on Friday,
February 28 from 6:00-7:30 pm. Enjoy storyteller, book fair, and breakfast for dinner with Chris
Cakes. Invite your family and friends. Cost is $6
for children and $8 for adults. Event will be held
in the Multipurpose Room at Salem. Register
for Family Reading Night at salemstlouis.com.
Sponsored by Salem Methodist Preschool.
Stop by the Scholastic Book Fair also being
held February 28-March 9 during school hours.

TALES FROM THE
DEPTHS CONCERT
You’re invited to”From the Depths” Concert
featuring music from movies such as: Pirates of
the Caribbean, Jaws, Shawshank Redemption,
A River Runs Through It, and Cinema Paradiso. Concert presented by the American Chamber Chorale and Salem Chamber Orchestra on
March 14 at 7:30 pm in the Salem Sanctuary.
Concert is free. Donations are appreciated.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Whether you’ve grown up Methodist, crossed
over from another denomination, or are brand
new to Christian faith, join us for this crash
course in all things Methodist. You’re invited to
this mini-retreat for the grown-ups on March 7
from 9:00 am-Noon at the South-City Site. Sign
up at salemstlouis.com.

OUTREACH FOCUS:
EPWORTH CHILDREN &
FAMILY SERVICES
Andre entered the foster care
system when he was four years
old due to neglect. In school
he was frequently bullied by
other kids who would call him
“orphan” and pick on him
for his skin color. Andre was
a good-natured child, but,
as a result of the trauma he
experienced, he struggled with
emotional regulation and could
be disobedient and combative.
His behavioral challenges,
as well as a lack of needed
support, led him to being
bounced around different foster
homes and residential facilities
throughout his childhood and
into his adolescence.
As a young teenager he started
going to the Epworth Drop-In
Center so he could hang out
with his older sister who went
there regularly. He mostly
thought of it then as a safe
place to be where he could
get food. As he got older
he started engaging more in
life skills classes there, and,
when he finished high school,
it was Epworth that got him
connected with employment
opportunities.
At the age of 21 Andre aged
out of foster care and was
forced to leave his transitional
living program he was in
through another agency. He
became homeless and was left
couch surfing or sleeping in
vacant buildings. During this
time he started going to the

Drop-In Center nearly every
day in order to do laundry
and get a shower. It was the
team there that referred him to
Epworth’s newly opened Intrada
supportive housing program for
young adults who have exited
foster care. In October of 2018
he moved into his own studio
apartment there.
Shortly after moving into
Intrada, Andre secured fulltime employment working as
a security guard. After a few
months of working he decided
that he wanted to pursue a
career in CDL truck driving.
His case manager worked with
him to find a training program
and financial assistance and
in December of 2019 he
successfully completed the
program and passed his CDL-A
drivers test. He is now driving
full-time for a major company
and is earning well over the
living wage for the St. Louis
area with full benefits.
When asked how he feels about
Epworth Andre said “They
helped me get on my feet. If
you use what’s available to you
at Epworth, you can see your
life change in a positive way”
When asked what he is the
most proud of he said “That I’m
finally taking myself seriously
and starting a career. I feel like
I’m learning how to navigate
the responsibilities of being an
adult, and I know I’m on a path
that I want to be on.”
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Feb. 26: Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7:00 pm (Mid-County)
Feb. 28: Preschool Family Reading Night, 6:00 pm (Mid-County)
March 7: Adult Confirmation, 9:00 am-Noon (South City)
March 8: Friendship Club, 10:30 am (Mid-County)
March 14: Tales from the Depths Concert, 7:30 pm (Mid-County)
April 2: Friendship Club, 10:00 am (Mid-County)
April 4: Breakfast with Bunny, 9:00-11:00 am (Mid-County)
April 5: Palm Sunday
April 9: Holy Thursday Experience (see insert)
April 10: Good Friday Service (see insert)
April 10: Office Closed
April 12: Easter Sunday (see insert)
April 26: Confirmation Sunday
May 7: Friendship Club, 10:30 am (Mid-County)
May 9: Wish Upon a Star Concert, 7:30 pm (Mid-County)
May 10: Mother’s Day

VISIT SALEMSTLOUIS.COM FOR THE
COMPLETE CALENDAR

MID-COUNTY
SOUTH-CITY
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
6701 Virginia Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63131
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 991-0546
(314) 256 - 0 545
salemstlouis.com 711-2880 Nulla St.theconnectionstlouis.com
Mankato
Mississippi 96522
SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel
10:30 am Worship
9:30 am Modern +1-222-333-4567
+1-222-333-4567
10:45 am Traditional
SUNDAY CLASSESinfo@yourdomain.com
& NURSERY SUNDAY KIDS & NURSERY
9:30 am Classes forwww.yourdomain.com
adults &
10:30 am Kids Connection
children (2 years-6th grade)
for children & Nursery for
8:30 - 11:45 am Nursery for
infants
infants & toddlers
WEDNESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
6:00 - 6 :30 pm Chapel

@SALEMSTLOUIS

@THECONNECTIONSTLOUIS

