THE

CROSSROADS
MARCH 21, 2018

MID-COUNTY
9:30 am - Children will parade in with
Jesus and a live donkey and sing a song
they are learned.
10:45 am - Children are also invited to
parade with palms. Meet in the Sanctuary
lobby at 10:40 am.
SOUTH-CITY
Join us for a special Palm Sunday worship
service at 10:30 am. Worship will close
with a Palm Parade through our South St.
Louis neighborhood.

FROM PASTOR TERRI

LEARNING

SERVE

COMMUNITY

40-Day Journey of Lent (2)

Lenten Study (3)

Epworth Mission Focus (3)

Justice Journey (3)
Men’s BBQ Fundraiser (3)

40-Day Journey of Lent
- Rev. Terri Swan, Senior Pastor

nity to serve as a “jumping off point” for our
Each year Salem gives our entire Easter
volunteer teams to continue to work in local
Offering outside the walls of the church in
churches throughout southern Costa Rica. In
order to fulfill our vision of Connecting All
August 2016, after purchasing land (November
People with God’s Extravagant Love. Our
2013) and spending two and a half years buildmission team, led by Kathy Farache, and
ing our facility, the Costa Rica Mission Projects
several laity from both our worship sites,
Missions and Ministry Center came to life!
met this last week to consider the many opWhat a blessing it is for this dream to come
portunities before us to make a difference.
to fruition and to feel so much excitement on
After prayer and thoughtful consideration,
the part of the churches and volunteers who
the mission team chose Costa Rica Mission
helped us make it happen.
Projects (CRMP) for our 2018 Easter Offering. Salem has been in relationship
Fast forward to 2018--our day
with CRMP for over 15 years and has
care center has now been
helped establish the Missions and
Ministry Center located in San
God is doing amazing open since April, 2016.
We currently have 18
Isidro. The Missions and Ministry
things through His
children (ages 3 – 6) from
Center houses the volunteers
people, and I can’t
low/no income, mostly
from all over the world and now
wait to see what God
single parent households
offers the community of San
will do with our
who come to our day care
Isidro a preschool. With hopes
sacrificial gifts from
Monday through Friday
and dreams for the future, CRMP
the heart.
from 7 am until 4 pm. All
will continue to share the Good
live within walking distance
News of Christ. Our Salem youth
of the Missions and Ministry
will be traveling to Costa Rica in June
Center. Our full-time staff is dedito be the hands and feet of Christ with
cated not only to caring for these children on a
the community of San Isidro. Plans for the
daily basis, but most importantly to reflecting
future are to expand the Kingdom of God
Christ’s love for them. The more we get to
in helping the United Methodist churches
know the children and their families, the more
in the community and to establish a music
we understand how important it is for them to
school for the children at the Missions and
have a safe, stable, encouraging, and loving
Ministry Center!
place where they can spend such formative
years. For some of these children, the best/
Here is a word from Wil Bailey, Executive
only meals they get all week are the ones we
Director of Costa Rica Mission Projects:
provide at the day care center. Our hope is to
bless not only the children, but to also provide
In February, 2013, the Lord planted a vision
some support for their parents. The longer
in our hearts for what the future would look
we have the children with us, the more their
like for Costa Rica Mission Projects. After
parents are willing to open up to us about the
a decade of moving our entire operation
struggles and challenges.
from one town to another as we worked on
different projects with the Methodist Church
So far we have had five different residents
of Costa Rica, we knew it was time for this
living in our student home at the Missions and
ministry to have a home where we could
Ministry Center. They are all in different stages
really become a part of a specific commu-

of their academic careers. We are so proud of
their efforts to achieve their life goals, and we
are blessed to play a part in that. Carolina, the
first student to move into the home, graduated
last year with a nursing degree. She now has a
full-time job and is renting her own apartment
in the San Jose (capital) area. Our two most
recent residents, Anna and Stefani, are both in
business school and are minoring in English at
the National University campus in San Isidro.
This particular ministry is especially dear to my
wife, Yolanda’s heart, and she makes sure to
spend time regularly with these young women to help them stay focused on their faith
journeys in the midst of all of the pressures and
stress of student life.
I love to tell the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. Through that
brief exchange, finding herself face to face
with the Savior, the Samaritan woman’s life was
changed. Our prayer is that the Missions and
Ministry Center would be like Jacob’s well for
everyone who comes there; the children, their
parents, the students, the volunteers, our workers, and even the guy who delivers produce to
the kitchen! We pray for each of them and for
ourselves to come face to face with Jesus and
that our lives too would be changed.
Amen. ~ Wil Bailey
I hope you will join Joe and me in one of our
worship services on Easter Sunday and in
contributing to our Easter Offering this year as
we support Costa Rica Mission Projects! God is
doing amazing things through His people, and
I can’t wait to see what God will do with our
sacrificial gifts from the heart.
In God’s Extravagant Love,
Pastor Terri Swan

SAVE THE DATE FOR

WORSHIP IN THE PARK
MAY 6, 10:30 AM
FOREST PARK (WORLD’S FAIR PAVILION)
Join Salem’s two sites for a fun morning in Forest Park to worship and celebrate the 2nd anniversary of our congregations
coming together. Worship will take place in the World’s Fair
Pavilion at 10:30 am. The children will enjoy Juggling Jeff as
he shares the Children’s Sermon and leads the Kids Worship
immediately after. Following worship, families are encouraged
to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy our balloon artists, more of
Juggling Jeff, a rock climbing wall, endless popcorn, cotton
candy and fun lawn games. Parking will be available in the
lower Muny Lot. More details coming soon. Regular worship
services will not be held on May 6 at Salem or The Connection.
We hope your family will make plans to join us.
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COMMUNITY

MISSION FOCUS

Friendship Club: April 5, 10:30 am

All seniors are welcome to join us for program, fellowship,
and a catered lunch on the first Thursday of the month.
Join us on April 5 as Salem member and realtor Lisa Nelson
presents a program on how to declutter our homes and
steps that can help seniors with downsizing. Each one who
attends will receive a free copy of the book, Downsizing
the Family Home: A Workbook—What to Save, What to
Let Go. Lisa is an experienced realtor who specializes in
helping seniors. She is also the daughter of Harriet Williams, a longtime Friendship Club participant. Following
the program we will enjoy a catered lunch. Call the office
(314) 991-0546 to RSVP. Cost is $10.

Justice Ministry Book of the Month

Each month Salem’s Social Justice Ministry
will present a featured book of the month.
One copy of each book will be available in
the Salem library. March’s book of the month
is Holding Up Your Corner by F. Willis Johnson.

Did you know that Salem provides a meal each week at the Epworth Drop-In
Center in Normandy? Youth between the ages of 11 and 20 who are experiencing housing instability or unhealthy home lives are provided with resources such as: crisis counseling and intervention, advocacy, resource referrals
and connections, tangible items (such as clothes and food), opportunities for
community service and support with identifying and achieving goals.
DeDe Jacobs, long-time Salem member, shared “This is my fourth year volunteering at the Epworth Teen Drop-In Center. I help make
lunches once a month. I feel it’s important for children and
teens to know that there are adults who care about them
and see their amazing potential. These young people
have so much to offer the world and we need to support
and encourage them! The Drop-In Center is a place they
can feel safe and welcomed. They can hang out with their
friends or spend time in the kitchen to create a meal. I love
working with the teens and the other volunteers. I hope
that the teens we work with feel God’s love expressed
through us. I definitely feel blessed to be able to meet
and get to know them.”
To learn more about Epworth or to inquire about serving at the Drop-In Center, visit www.epworth.org. Explore how you can get involved by contacting Lynne Cannon (314) 580-5557, visiting salemstlouis.com, or contact the
church office (314) 991-0546.

LEARN
Join the crew of Shipwrecked for this Summer’s exciting adventure on a deserted island where the children will learn
that Jesus rescues. Children rotate through our engaging
stations of games, crafts, science, and Bible stories. Don’t
miss this incredible adventure for your children.
Interested in volunteering? Volunteers (teens and adults)
are invited to assist with one or more of our Shipwrecked
events. Mid-County: June 4-8 (8:30 am-12:30 pm), SouthCity: June 17-21 (5:00-8:30 pm), Kingdom House: July 9-13
(8:30 am-1:30 pm). Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call (314)
991-0546 for more details or to sign up.

Mid-County Site:

NEW Colossians Bible Study: Mondays, 6:30 pm (begins April 9)
An in-depth Bible study begins April 9 at 6:30 pm at the Cooper’s home at
(1309 Greystone Estates Lane St. Louis, MO 63146). All are welcome to join us
in this 6-week study as we dig deeper into the Bible book of Colossians using
the Engaging God’s Word study. Call or text Susie Cooper for information at
(314) 956-2911 or email coop3917@aol.com.
NEW Acts Bible Study: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm (begins April 10)
All are invited to a study on the book of Acts as we explore the life of the early
church together. Study begins April 10 at Salem. Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan
and Rev. Marvin Pyron.
Wednesday Women’s Small Group: Wednesdays, 9:00 am
Women are invited to join us for fellowship and study. Meets Wednesdays from
9:00-11:00 am in the Study (old Library upstairs). We are currently studying the
Book of Ruth. Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan.

Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School
Dates: June 4-8, 9:00 am-Noon
Ages: Three years old (by 1/1/18 & potty trained) to those
entering 5th grade in the fall
Cost: $30

South-City Site:

Shipwrecked Summer Fun Camp
Dates: June 17-21, 5:30-8:00 pm, includes dinner
Ages: Kindergarten - those entering 5th grade in the fall
Cost: Free

Register Online salemstlouis.com
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1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63131
Phone: (314) 991-0546
Fax: (314) 991-1242
Web: www.salemstlouis.com
Email: info@salemstlouis.com

ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS
MID-COUNTY
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63131
(314) 991-0546
www.salemstlouis.com

SOUTH-CITY
6701 Virginia Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256-0545
www.connectingnow.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel
10:45 am Traditional
9:30 am Modern

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration

9:30 am Classes for adults &
children (2 years-6th grade)
8:30-11:45 am Nursery for
infants & toddlers
TUESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
7:30 pm Chapel

10:30 am Kids Connection
for children & Nursery for
infants

SAVE THE DATE
March 24 - Breakfast With Bunny (pg. 1)
March 25 - Palm Sunday
Bach in the Subways, 1:00 pm (MO History Museum)
March 29 - Holy Thursday Experience (South-City, pg. 2)
March 30 - Good Friday Worship, 7:00 pm (Mid-County)
April 1 - Easter Worship (pg. 1)
May 6 - Worship in the Park, 10:30 am (Forest Park)
June 4-8 - Salem Vacation Bible School (Mid-County)
June 17-21 - Summer Fun Camp (South-City)
July 22 - Outdoor Movie Night (Carondelet Park)

