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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

The Outreach Team at Salem often organizes church wide 
projects, but it is encouraging when groups within the Church 
move out into the community to represent Christ and His Church 
and Salem in particular.

On Saturday, May 23, the Holy Smokers men’s ministry took their 
smoker and their passion for helping others to the city.  For 12 
hours, beginning at around 7:00 am, the Holy Smokers smoked 
512 chickens for the clients of LifeWise.  The group created care 
packages that included two chickens, corn on the cob, macaroni 
and cheese, and dinner rolls, plus some hand sanitizer and paper 
towels, that were distributed to 228 families. 

Social distancing protocol was followed throughout the day.  
Masks, gloves, and plastic aprons were the attire for the event--
each changed every time the Holy Smokers went from handling 
raw chickens to handling cooked chickens.  Also, a shift schedule 
was established so the total number of Holy Smokers never 
exceeded 10.

Thanks to the generosity of several individual Holy Smokers, the 
chickens, packaging, masks, gloves, plastic aprons, plastic table 
coverings; along with the drinks and food for the workers, were 
all paid for and donated to this community philanthropic effort.  
There was no cost to Salem for this great day of community 
mission outreach.

This is how Salem does church in the age of COVID-19!  
Connecting all people with God’s extravagant love is our 
mission--whether that mission occurs in our two wonderful 
church buildings or at the LifeWise facilities on 11th Street.

Want to learn more about the Holy Smokers?  Contact Joe Swan 
at 314-570-3479 or e-mail him at: joeswan@sbcglobal.net.    

HOLY SMOKERS SERVE 
LIFEWISE STL CLIENTS 
- BY PHIL COOPER AND REV. SEAN MCINTYRE

Real Love - pg. 2



When I began in ministry 
many years ago it was as 
a children’s director for a 
small United Methodist 
church. As senior pastor, I 

still love to see the sweet smiles and 
hear the giggles of our little ones as 
they come together with friends to 
learn about Jesus and to understand 
His love for them.  As we began to 
understand the devastating effects 
of the Coronavirus, I knew that our 
children could be at risk.  Their 
safety is utmost in my mind at all 
times.  When St. Louis began to have 
COVID19 cases reported Salem was 
one of the first to send our preschool 
students home and to have our staff 
work from home for the sake of our 
congregation, young, elderly, and 
immune compromised.  

As we look to the future, once again 
I have the safety of the children in 
mind. With so many years of children’s 
ministry experience, I know it is nearly 
impossible to put children in a room, 
even with social distancing in place, 
and to tell them not to play together. 
It is like telling a starving human 
being not to eat the food directly 
in front of them. Much learning for 
young children is social interaction, 
and that cannot take place in groups 
safely at this time.

For now, Salem has made the 
decision to ask parents to keep 

children with them in worship when 
we eventually return to the building. 
Therefore, we will not offer nursery 
or children’s learning in our physical 
spaces until it is safe to do so. This 
was a hard decision to make. I am 
living within a tension right now.  I am 
making decisions for safety that seem 
counter to everything I desire for our 
worshipping communities, while also 
making decisions about new ways 
to share the Gospel that are very 
exciting. With the help of talented 
volunteers in our congregation, we 
are creating new ways of sharing 
children’s ministry online. Jessica 
Puyo, Kelsey Koenig, and Lauren 
Barry, with the help of our staff, 
Mercedes Martinez, Nick Savage, 
Kimberly Wallace, and Reggie Moore, 
are working on an exciting summer 
online Vacation Bible School for our 
children. Summer kids’ ministry is 
posted online at www.salemstlouis.
com/vbs!

Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come unto me . . .” I take that 
commandment very seriously.  We 
will make every effort to bring Jesus 
to our little ones through the many 
channels of technology.  

Many have asked when we will 
be able to return to our buildings 
for worship.  Currently the CDC 
requirements for gatherings would 
require us to keep more of you out 

of the building than the number we 
can welcome back. Furthermore, 
the results of our “connect survey” 
indicate that many support our efforts 
to wait until the CDC announces it 
is safe to return to the building. We 
are making these decisions month to 
month. For now, we will remain online 
through June and will update you at 
the end of the month. 

We have new Zoom groups starting 
up for summer including one focused 
on a book I encourage all to read 
together, White Fragility: Why it is 
So Hard for White People to Talk 
About Race by Robin Diangelo.  If 
you are not in a Connect Group of 
some kind, now is the time.  We 
have Bible studies, book discussions, 
men’s groups, women’s groups, social 
justice, and leadership groups. There 
is one that will fit your time and your 
interest, and Pastor Tim would be 
happy to help you find a group. 

Let us pray with Jesus as he said, “I 
pray that they will all be one, just as 
you and I are one--as you and I are 
one--as you are in me, Father and I 
am in you. And may they be in us so 
that the world will believe you sent 
me.”

In Christ, 
Pastor Terri

MOVING FORWARD

The person who doesn’t love does not know God, because God is love.  
-1 John 4:8

I have a powerful memory of one day when I was 8. I walked to my Sunday 
School classroom, and I was met at the door by the class leader. She had two 
Sunday dresses. They both were alike. She wore the blue one in the win-
ter and the gray one in summer. She greeted each child by name and with 
warmth. On this day it occurred to me that she loved me. I knew my parents 
and grandparents loved me. They were supposed to love me. That was their 
job. But the Sunday School lady didn’t have to love me. She could have just 
tolerated me . . . but at that moment I knew I was loved. I was deeply sur-
prised to realize this. Of course, I’m talking about  AGAPE (love) not EROS 
(romantic love). A demonstration of her love was that she actually listened 
to my little boy questions. All through worship that day, I was struggling to 
understand how someone not kin to me could love me.

We Christians read right over important words. We need to read carefully like 
an attorney reads. Why was I surprised by love?  Probably I was thinking that 
this was Bible talk . . . something to HOPE for. Yet, it was REAL . . . REAL . . . 
REAL!

 - REV. TERRI SWAN

REAL LOVE
- REV. MARVIN PYRON



You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions 
made his faith complete.  – James 2:22 NLT

If you’ve been with us for online worship 
over the last two weeks or watched our 
social media posts you’ve noticed that 
we are facing our national crisis of racism 
head on. Recently our clergy released this 
statement in collaboration with clergy of 
Manchester UMC: 

We the appointed clergy of Salem United Methodist Church 
join with the clergy of Manchester United Methodist Church 
in the following statement: We, the appointed clergy of 
Manchester United Methodist Church, mourn the tragic 
killings of Breonna Taylor, Ahmed Arbery, George Floyd, and 
countless other persons of color who, for generations, have 
been victimized by violence and injustice.

We confess that in the privilege of our whiteness we have 
failed to consistently and adequately confront the sins of 
racism and injustice in their many forms. Together, we commit 
to examining our individual and institutional prejudices, 
privilege and white fragility.

As Missouri Bishop Bob Farr recently said, “It is not the 
job of black people to explain the structures of white 
supremacy, white privilege, racism, police brutality or any of 
the other byproducts that advance the white standard as the 
“normative” view. This is white people’s work and our need 
to engage in this work is urgent. Lives depend on it.“

We covenant to amplify the voices of the oppressed as 
we listen, reflect and learn from their lived experiences of 
injustice and pain. We are clear in our conviction that BLACK 
LIVES MATTER — they matter to God and they matter to us! 
All lives cannot matter until black lives also matter.

Our faith calls us to follow the example of Jesus Christ who 
consistently elevated the struggles of the marginalized. 
Therefore, through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, 
we are united in our ongoing and imperfect efforts to seek 
justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God and others. 
We won’t always get it right, but it’s the right thing to do. We 
invite all persons to join us in this difficult and holy work.

Statements are merely words on a page if not followed by 
action.  So, we invite you to join us in studying the book 
White Fragility: Why it is So Hard for White People to Talk 
About Race by Robin DiAngelo. Participating in this six-
week book study will help us to examine our racial identity, 
understand the history of racism in America, and process the 
complicated emotions that arise when we talk about race. 
You can join us on Zoom Tuesdays at 7:00 pm or Thursdays at 
Noon beginning June 30.  

For more information please visit salemstlouis.com.

FAITH WITH ACTION 
- REV. KATRINA DREW

IT IS GOOD TO 
MEET TOGETHER
 - REV. TIM POWER

Let us think of ways to motivate one 
another to acts of love and good 
works.  And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, but encourage one 
another.  -Hebrews 10:24-25a

For so many people, the last few 
months have been marked by 
increased loneliness and isolation. 
As health experts have pleaded with 
people to shelter in place in order to 
preserve their physical health, the lack 
of meaningful interaction has taken 
its toll on their mental and emotional 
health. 

But for the women involved in Salem’s 
Wednesday morning Bible study, 
the pandemic has meant growing 
intentionally deeper in relationship 
with God and each other. Liz Rae, who 
facilitates this online group, says that 
it has been amazing to experience 
life with these women these past few 
months. “We have a diverse group 
with a variety of ages from women in 
their 30s up into their 70s. Everyone is 
able to ask questions and share their 
perspectives on the Bible and life. 
And also, we have fun!”

If you have not yet taken part in one 
of our online Zoom groups, I highly 
encourage you to do so. This doesn’t 
have to be a lonely or isolating time. 
Please grow with us as a church in this 
way!  Visit salemstlouis.com for a list 
of online groups.
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

@SALEMSTLOUIS
NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

ONLINE WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM OR ANYTIME that works for you. 
Facebook or YouTube Live: Sundays, 9:30 am 
Vimeo, App & Website: Available Sundays, 6:00 am 
SmartTV: Facebook Watch, YouTube, or Vimeo App 

FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER SERVICE 
6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAYS @salemstlouis 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE PRAYER TIME 
10:00 AM ON TUESDAY @theconnectionstlouis 
 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 


