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Are you ready for back to school?  We’re ready!  
Over 35 volunteers packed 246 backpacks with 
school supplies.  We provided 183 brand new 
backpacks filled with supplies to St Louis area 
students on Sunday, August 12, at the Connec-
tion.  All the extra supplies will be donated to 
the St. Louis Public Schools and children in the 
St. Louis community.  We really are better to-
gether!  

Each year we provide school supplies and back-
packs for St. Louis children that don’t have ac-
cess to supplies.  Thank you for your generosity!    

As important as Sunday morning worship is, it can often times be difficult to make deep interpersonal connections with 
people in that setting. Conversations tend to be short and focused on pleasantries and small talk. Because of this, we 
feel that one of the best ways to develop friendships and become more involved in a church community is by joining 
a class or group. Total Tuesdays provides a place and a time for you to do just that. These classes offer a small group 
setting where people can learn, laugh, and share their lives with one another.  Total Tuesdays is a place to build real-life 
relationships with others in real time.  

You’re invited to join us for Total Tuesdays beginning September 11.  Total Tuesdays is a great way for you to grow in 
your relationship with God and connect with others.  During Total Tuesday you can enjoy dinner, fellowship, learning, 
and prayer time.  Even if you’ve never been in a group or class, consider taking the next step in your faith by trying 
Total Tuesday this fall.  Check out the insert included in this issue for more details about group offerings.  Don’t stop 
meeting together with other believers, which some people have gotten into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage 
each other.   - Hebrews 10:24

Be a part of a community.  Join a Group.



Elijah replied, “I’ve been very passion-
ate for the Lord God of heavenly forc-
es because the Israelites have aban-
doned your covenant. They have torn 
down your altars, and they have mur-
dered your prophets with the sword. 
I’m the only one left, and now they 
want to take my life too!”

The Lord said, “Go out and stand at 
the mountain before the Lord. The 
Lord is passing by.” A very strong wind 
tore through the mountains and broke 
apart the stones before the Lord. But 
the Lord wasn’t in the wind. After the 
wind, there was an earthquake. But the 
Lord wasn’t in the earthquake. After 
the earthquake, there was a fire. But 
the Lord wasn’t in the fire. After the 
fire, there was a sound. Thin. Quiet. 
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his coat. He went out and stood 
at the cave’s entrance.” 
 
God spoke to Elijah in the silence. 
Maybe this is where we get the term 
“thin places.”  Where are your “thin 
places?” I challenge you to find them 
and keep them in your life. Seek the 
silence and listen for the whisper of 
peace.  Carve out a sacred spot and 
time to be with God. Your soul needs it 
as much as your body needs food and 
water. 

Thin. Quiet.  God will show up.

In God’s amazing love,
Pastor Terri

thoughts. I gave very little space for 
God to speak with noise in my world.  
Now that I am beyond the halfway 
point in my life I long to spend quiet 
moments with God. This silent time af-
fords me the opportunity to hear God’s 
voice. 

Quiet seems to be something we 
have less and less of these days! The 
cell phone rings and dings with each 
incoming message.  The noise of the 
highway is in the background. Dogs 
bark, and the planes overhead can be 
heard in the distance. Silence is some-
thing we have to search out for even if 
the radio and TV are not on.

A favorite story of mine from the Old 
Testament is found in the book of 1 
Kings beginning in chapter 18.  It is 
a showdown at the OK Corral, only it 
isn’t Wyatt Earp and Clanton brothers . 
. . it is Elijah and the prophets of Baal!   
When God rains down fire upon the 
altar Elijah has built as a sacrifice, the 
prophets of Baal know without a doubt 
Elijah worships the true God, Yahweh.  
The prophets of Baal are put to death, 
and as a result Jezebel, the queen of 
mean, comes after Elijah!  Elijah flees 
in fear for his life. 

This is how the Bible records the story 
in 1 Kings Chapter 19:9-13 (CEB).

The Lord’s word came to him and said, 
“Why are you here, Elijah?”

As most of you know, July is my 
month for vacation and family time. I 

choose this month be-
cause it is typically the 
quieter month of the 
church.  A great num-
ber of our families are 
out on vacation or stay-

ing at the lake as well. Salem begins 
the uptick of activity as school be-
gins in August, and families are back 
in the swing of everyday life. 

One of the things I really enjoyed 
this year was sitting in the quiet of 
the morning (even though it was hot 
in July)!  I spent a few weeks down 
at our property on the Ohio River. 
Watching the river slowly meander 
along in the early morning, sipping 
a cup of coffee, is just a little bit of 
heaven for me. Just God and me 
and the river! It is definitely one of 
the “thin places” in my life.  I am not 
talking about anything related to be-
ing skinny. A “thin place” is where 
heaven and earth meet. A moment 
in time in which we see a glimpse of 
the divine and hear the whisper of 
God’s voice. 

Quiet time is important for our 
soul.  

As I grow older, enjoying silence is 
something I welcome!  When I was 
young, I typically had the TV or radio 
on when I was alone.  Noise filled the 
air, so I would not be alone with my 
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SERVE
Help a child.  Be a Tutor.
We are actively looking for additional tutors to join our 
Faith Based Partnership with the SLPS.  These children 
are not reading or doing math at their current grade level.  
Please consider servicing, gifting an hour of your time, and 
making a difference. Hours of service opportunities be-
tween 9am-3pm Monday to Friday,  along with some after 
school hours.  Call or email Mary Jarvis, (314) 323-6432, 
meajarvis@aol.com to get more information.   

Serve in the Church // Mid-County & South-City
There are many ways to get involved in the church commu-
nity. Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call (314) 991-0546 to 
find out where you can serve.    

In the Community // Mid-County & South-City
We offer many ways to serve in St. Louis such as: Haven 
Street Meal Ministry, Rock-a-Baby @ Kingdom House Day 
Care, Epworth Drop-In Center Lunch Ministry, and St. Louis 
Public School Tutoring.  Visit www.salemstlouis.com or call 
(314) 991-0546 for more details. 

COMMUNITY
Justice Ministry Book of the Month // August 2018
Each month Salem’s Social Justice Ministry presents a fea-
tured book of the month.  One copy of each book will be 
available in the Salem library.  August’s book of the month 
is You Can’t Do Everything So Do Something:  Small Ways 
to Change the World by Shane Stanford.
 

Parents, are you looking for a way to teach your kids about helping those in need?  Then model serving others by bringing your 
family to Serve Day.  Are you new to Salem or The Connection and wanting to meet people?  Then sign up for Serve Day and meet 
others while doing good in our community.  Then join us from 8:30 am-Noon on Saturday, September 15, for Serve Day.  Nursery 
care is available at Kingdom House.  Please register for nursery care or call (314) 991-0546.      

Epworth Youth Emergency Shelter (10:00 am-12:00 pm): BBQ lunch and play games with teens.  Must be 21 or older.    
6816 Washington Ave, University City, 63130

Kingdom House (9:00 am-12:00 pm): Projects may include gardening, light cleaning projects and assembling hygiene kits.  
1321 South 11th Street, St. Louis, MO 63104

The Connection (9:15 am- 12:00 pm): Prepare and freeze meals for Haven Street and pick up trash in the neighborhood.
 6701 Virginia Ave, St. Louis, MO 63111

 Lyon Academy at Blow Elementary (9:15 am- 12:00 pm): Grounds beautification and other jobs.  
516 Loughborough Ave, St. Louis, MO 63111

 Walbridge Steam Academy (9:15 am- 12:00 pm): Weed and care for the school/community garden. 
5000 Davison Ave, St. Louis, MO 63120

LEARN
Bible Study: Tues., 6:30-7:30 pm (Mid-County Site)
The Library - Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan & Rev. Marvin Pyron 
  
Wednesday Women’s Small Group: Wed., 9:00 am (Mid-County Site)
The Study (upstairs in the old library) - Facilitated by Rev. Terri Swan
Begins again in August.  
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SAVE THE DATE
September 3: Church Office Closed - Happy Labor Day
September 11: Total Tuesdays (Sept. 11-Nov. 13, Tuesdays)
September 15: Serve Day (pg. 3)
October 13: American Chamber Chorale Concert
October 20: Block Party at The Connection

For more details on upcoming events visit us online at 
salemstlouis.com.

MID-COUNTY 
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
(314) 991-0546 
www.salemstlouis.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel 
10:45 am Traditional 
9:30 am Modern  
 
9:30 am Classes for adults & 
children (2 years-6th grade) 

8:30-11:45 am Nursery for  
infants & toddlers

TUESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
7:30 pm Chapel

SOUTH-CITY 
6701 Virginia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256-0545  
www.connectingnow.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration 
 
10:30 am Kids Connection 
for children & Nursery for 
infants 

ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS



What is Total Tuesdays?
At Salem, we provide opportunities to connect with God and each other through 
worship, prayer, learning, serving, giving, and sharing.  Do you want to connect with 
others?  Do you want to learn more about the Bible or spend more time in prayer?  
TOTAL TUESDAYS is the place for you.  The 2018 fall session of TOTAL TUESDAYS will 
be, September 11-November 13.  

Join us from 5:45-6:30 pm for dinner and fellowship with a simple, family friendly meal 
that everyone will enjoy.  A suggested donation of $6 for adults and $4 for children/
students is requested for dinner.  Please register for dinner so that the appropriate 
amount of food can be prepared.  

Following dinner a variety of groups will be offered such as Kids Connect,  412 Student 
Ministries, and classes for adults.  Nursery care for children birth-4 years of age will be 
provided.  

Following the groups a weekly prayer service featuring music, devotion, prayer, and 
Holy Communion will be offered in the Leonard Chapel.  All are welcome.  Register 
online at www.salemstlouis.com.

Total Tuesdays Schedule

Tuesdays, September 11-November 13
Dinner  – 5:45-6:30 pm 

Classes  – 6:30-7:30 pm*
Prayer Service – 7:30-8:15 pm

Register online at www.salemstlouis.com 
 

*Please note the times on all classes.  There are a few 
special offerings with start times prior to the meal time 

or only on select dates.

Salem United Methodist Church (Mid-County Site) 
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131

www.salemstlouis.com  |  (314) 991-0546



NURSERY • BIRTH - 4 YEARS OLD (MEETS FROM 5:15-8:30 PM)
Nursery care is available for children birth through 4 years old.  Children are cared for by qualified 
caregivers and enjoy free play.  

KIDS CONNECT • KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE (MEETS FROM 6:30-7:30 PM) 
Children explore the Bible through a fun and interactive Bible Study RP3 that teaches children to: read 
the Bible, picture the story, ponder the meaning, and put into action what they have learned.  Kids will 
earn patches as they finish each three-story unit. 

412 STUDENT MINISTRY • 6-12TH GRADE (MEETS FROM 6:30-7:30 PM) 
Tuesday Student Worship: All 6-12 grade students are invited for a night of friendship, worship, discus-
sion, and games on Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 pm. During the Total Tuesday session, students are invited 
to the dinner any time from 5:45-6:30.  If you have any questions, contact Sean at sean@salemstlouis.
com or (636) 489-8284.

YOUNG FAMILIES • ADULTS (MEETS FROM 5:30-6:30 PM)
Come fellowship with other families in similar stages of life.  Develop friendships, explore the Bible, and 
deepen your relationship with Christ.  Facilitated by Rev. Tim Power. 

GETTING CONNECTED • ADULTS (MEETS AT 5:30-6:30 PM, SEPT. 11 & 18; NOV. 6 & 13)
Getting Connected classes provides an opportunity for those who are new to Salem to meet with Pastor 
Terri Swan and learn more about joining the Salem community through membership and participation 
in the many ministries of the church.  

RIGHTNOW MEDIA STUDY • ADULTS (MEETS FROM 6:30-7:30 PM)
Rev. Tim Power, Salem’s Pastor of Modern Worship, will lead this group through compelling video 
Bible studies.  The first four-week session we’ll explore the study by Mark Batterson titled Whisper.  
Mark Batterson teaches what it means for Christians to discern the voice of God in their lives.  God is 
speaking. Do you know how to listen?

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY • ADULTS ((MEETS FROM 6:30-7:30 PM, FIRST MEETING AUGUST 7)
Join Rev. Marvin Pyron and a group of Salem members as they study God’s word together.  This group 
meets on Total Tuesdays and throughout the year and chooses its study materials together.

WOMEN’S GROUP STUDY • ADULTS (MEETS FROM 6:30-7:30 PM) 
Join Pastor Terri Swan and Jessica Power as they co-lead a discussion Scouting the Divine: My Search 
for God in Wine, Wool, and Wild Honey.  This study by popular Christian author and speaker Margaret 
Feinberg explores how ancient livelihoods illuminate meaningful Christian truths that apply to life 
today.  Book will be available for purchase.  Cost is $12.  
 
BOY SCOUT INFO NIGHTS • SEPTEMBER 11 & 18 FROM 6:30-7:30 PM
September 11: Learn more about Cub Scouts for children in 1st - 6th grade.
September 18: Learn more about Boy Scouts for students in 6th grade through college.

worship   pray   learn   serve   give   share
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