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Sharing God’s Extravagant Love With the Community

Are you ready for back to school?  We’re ready!  During our Back to School Volunteer Day on August 10 at our South-City Site 
45 volunteers packed 146 backpacks full of school supplies, and eight volunteers served at the Walbridge STEAM Academy Back 
to School Party.    We  provided  98  brand  new  backpacks with supplies to St Louis area students on August 12 and 13 at our 
South-City Site and 45 to students of Nurses for Newborns client families.  All  the  extra  supplies  will  be  donated  to  the St. 
Louis Public Schools and children in the St. Louis community.  Each year we provide school supplies and backpacks for St. Louis 
children who need them.  Thank you to all the donors, Back to School volunteers, and Outreach team organizers for helping St. 
Louis children get ready for school!   

Are you interested in helping St. Louis children learn?  We’re looking for tutors to assist students in reading at Lyon Academy 
(516 Loughborough, 63111, only blocks away from our South-City Site) and at Walbridge STEAM Academy (5000 Davidson, 
63120, I-70 & Union).  Tutors meet weekly with children kindergarten through 3rd grade.  Training will be provided.  More details 
coming soon.  Help make a difference in the life of a child by becoming a tutor.  Contact Mary Jarvis / (314) 323-6432 / meajar-
vis@aol.com for more information.   

We’re looking for volunteers (adult and youth) for upcoming outreach 
events.  Visit salemstlouis.com, and click sign-ups on the Salem app or 
call the church office (314) 991-0546.
  
Worship in the Park // World’s Fair Pavilion // September 29 // 7:30 am-
2:30 pm // assist  with set up, clean up, hospitality,  and activities

Block Party // October 19 // South-City Site The Connection // 11:00 
am-4:00 pm // assist with set up, clean up, hospitality, and activities



ry of a conversation with a young 
girl, probably third or fourth grade. 

After a few moments into their discus-
sion, a look of astonishment flashed 
in the student’s eyes.  Suddenly, she 
blurted out, “You’re blind!” Which is 
true. Due to sickness, he lost his eye-
sight when he was a small child.  With 
genuine tenderness, Father Gillick 
responded, “That’s not news to me.” 
But before he could say anything 
else, she quickly moved from shock 
to sadness, replying, “You don’t know 
what you look like.”  That profound 
statement from such a young person 
caught Father Gillick off guard, and 
before he could comment she softly 
said, “You’re beautiful.”

The author who tells this story, Chris-
topher L. Heuertz, uses this encoun-
ter to highlight the power of the En-
neagram.  He says, “When it comes 
to recognizing the truth of our own 
identities, most of us experience a 
symbolic version of blindness that 
keeps us from seeing ourselves for 
who we really are.”

In the upcoming weeks I will host an 
evening program to provide an op-
portunity to learn more about the 
Enneagram and how this assessment 
can help us come home to our true 
identity, as a doorway to spiritual 
growth.  I hope you will consider join-
ing me.

It is good to be home with you once 
again.

Pastor Terri

to break away, falling into the clear cold 
water. Alaska gives us a glimpse of God’s 
creative power and glory! I have a video 
posted online at Swanniesong.com if you 
would like to see and hear the power of 
a glacier calving. The term “iceberg calv-
ing” covers the wide range of processes 
through which intact chunks of ice are dis-
charged to the oceans from the termini of 
glaciers or the margins of ice shelves.

Finally, every sabbatical has a learning 
component. In June, I attended a certifica-
tion program on the Enneagram.  An En-
neagram is a personality assessment that 
helps us to see who we really are.  I have 
taken a lot of these over the years--Myers 
Briggs, Herman Brain Dominance, Birk-
man, Strengthfinders, just to name a few. I 
have found the Enneagram to be the most 
accurate in helping people see their true 
identity as a child of God. 

I would like to share a story from my read-
ing that helps explain the power of real-
ly seeing our true identity. Father Larry 
Gillick, an Irish-American Jesuit priest, 
was visiting a local Catholic elementa-
ry school one afternoon and tells a sto-

I have missed you! 

As most of you know, I have been on Sab-
batical for three months. I returned to 
Salem on August 1 and found the church 
running smoothly.  The pastors and staff 
have been hard at work in the day-to-day 
operations of the church.  I even got to 
hit a wall with a sledgehammer on my first 
day back!  Our new hospitality renovations 
are well under way. I can’t wait to see the 
finished addition and to see the array of 
ministry that takes place in the new space!

My Sabbatical was a blessing for my family 
and me.  I spent intentional time with each 
of my children and grandchildren.  My 
youngest granddaughter, Addie, no lon-
ger calls me “Holly’s mommy!” I think this 
is a step in the right direction. I am now 
“Tee Tee.” Well it’s a step at least.

Joe and I took a two-week adventure to 
Alaska!  I will never be able to put into 
words the beauty we experienced.  Alaska 
truly is still the last frontier! God’s creation 
was all around us as we watched from our 
ship the whales coming up for air and the 
sea otters lying on their back, just watch-
ing us go by.  The melting glaciers sound 
like thunder when a piece of ice begins 
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TERRI TALK 
by  Rev. Terri Swan

CELEBRATE PATTY PETERSON’S RETIREMENT

Come celebrate Patty Peterson, Salem’s Director of Chil-
dren & Family Ministries, retirement on Sunday, August 25.  
You’re invited to a retirement celebration at Noon in the 
Multipurpose Room after worship.  Dessert refreshments 
will be served.  

We hope you’ll join us as we recognize how God has used 
Patty’s gifts to nurture the spiritual growth or our children 
for the past decade. 
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STUDENTS: 6-12TH GRADE
MDWK  // Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm // 6-12th Grade // Mid-County // Free
Students gather in a large group setting for worship, small group time, fellow-
ship and fun.   

Connect Groups // Sundays, 7:00-9:00 pm // 9-12th Grade // Mid-County
Join us as we gather for student-led discussion and snacks.  The last Sunday of the 
month enjoy a fun activity together.  Contact Sean McIntyre to find a group for you.  
 
Student Ministry Family Cookout // August 24, 6:00-8:00 pm // Join us for 
a cookout for the entire family.  RSVP by contacting Sean McIntyre.

Student Ministry Fall Kick-Off // September 13, 7:00 pm - Sept. 14, 7:30 am 
We’ll meet at Salem and then drive to AMP-UP Action Park where Kart racing, 
laser tag, ropes, human hamster balls, and more await. Then we will enjoy a movie 
and return to Salem for a lock-in full of games, snacks, and more. Cost is $35 per 
student. Sign up online at salemstlouis.com, or contact Sean McIntyre

The Connection Youth Group // 1st Thursday, 6:00-7:30 pm // Free // 
6-12th Grade // South-City  
Join us for a fun night of dinner, games & prizes, and a meaningful lesson ev-
ery 1st Thursday of the month starting September 5.    

NEED MORE INFO ABOUT STUDENT MINISTRY
Mid-County Site

Sean McIntyre
sean@salemstlouis.com

South-City Site
Rev, Katrina Drew 
katrina@salemstlouis.com

Connect Groups // Times may vary // Small groups 
diverse in leadership, meeting times, and locations. 
Visit www.salemstlouis.com for a list of groups. Con-
tact Rev. Tim Power (tim@salemstlouis.com) if you 
have questions.

JOIN A GROUP

COMMUNITY

Justice Ministry Book 
of the Month 
Each month Salem’s Social Jus-
tice Ministry presents a featured 
book of the month.  One copy of 
each book will be available in the 
Salem library. The August book 
selection is Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stenvenson.

National Night Out Neighborhood Prayer Walk // October 1 // Details TBD
SAVE THE DATE for a National Night Out Neighborhood Prayer Walk!  We 
are partnering with other churches in the Carondelet neighborhood to pray 
for the safety, peace, and presence of God in our streets.  Following the walk 
participants are invited back to The Connection for a meet & greet.

OUTREACH

Join Salem’s two sites for a fantastic morning in Forest Park to worship and celebrate the anniversary of our congregations com-
ing together.  Children will then enjoy worship kids-style with Juggling Jeff in a big tent.  Following worship, boxed lunches will 
be served free of charge.  Activities, including balloon artists, more of Juggling Jeff, a rock-climbing wall, and fun lawn games will 
round out our time together.  Regular worship services will not be held on September 29 at Salem or The Connection.  We hope 
your family will make plans to join us.  Seating is available on a first come, first serve basis.  Chairs will be provided.  Transporta-
tion from both Salem and The Connection will be available.  Details on transportation coming soon.  You won’t want to miss this 
fun event!  Volunteers are needed for to assist with set up, clean up, hospitality, and activities.  Visit salemstlouis.com and click 
sign-ups to volunteer or call (314) 991-0546.     

LIVE MUSIC - 10:00 AM
Featuring BeBe Winans - Internationally 
acclaimed American gospel and R&B singer

WORSHIP - 10:30 AM
Featuring music by Salem’s worship band, 
an engaging message, Kids Worship, and 
more

LUNCH & ACTIVITIES - 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
Enjoy a boxed lunch (provided) and fun 
activities for the entire family

Friendship Club: An Older Adult Ministry
Friendship Club starts again on Thursday September 
5.  Salem’s older members meet for an educational or 
entertaining program and lunch every first Thursday 
of the month.  Gathering time at 10:30, and program 
starts at 10:45.  Lunch is $10 and follows the pro-
gram.  Come to our first meeting of the season on 
September 5 to hear Pastor Terri Swan share with us 
about her travels while on sabbatical.  All are wel-
come.  Reserve your spot by calling the church office 
at (314) 991-0546.
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1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
 
Phone: (314) 991-0546  
Fax: (314) 991-1242   
Web: www.salemstlouis.com 
Email: info@salemstlouis.com  
 

August 24: Student Ministry Family Cookout (Mid-County)
August 25: Retirement Party for Patty Peterson (Mid-County)
September 2: Labor Day (Offices Closed)
September 5: Friendship Club, 10:30 am (Mid-County)
September 5: Youth Group Begins for Fall (South-City)
September 13: Student Ministry Fall Kick-Off (Mid-County) 
September 29: Worship in the Park
October 19: Block Party (South-City)

MID-COUNTY 
1200 S. Lindbergh Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63131 
(314) 991-0546 
www.salemstlouis.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 am Chapel 
9:30 am Modern  
10:45 am Traditional 
 
9:30 am Classes for adults & 
children (2 years-6th grade) 

8:30 - 11:45 am Nursery for  
infants & toddlers

WEDNESDAY
PRAYER SERVICE
6:00 - 6 :30 pm Chapel

SOUTH-CITY 
6701 Virginia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63111
(314) 256 - 0 545  
www.connectingnow.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am Celebration 
 
10:30 am Kids Connection 
for children & Nursery for 
infants 

ONE CHURCH - TWO LOCATIONS
SAVE THE DATE


