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CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE WITH 
GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon talks a lot about the importance 
of doing meaningful work that brings us joy. I have been thinking about 
what that sort of work looks like for us as a church. This summer Salem 
will host a group of twenty children, 1st and 2nd graders, for Freedom 
School at our South-City Site, and we will provide the financial 
support for fifty more children on campus at LifeWise. Some of our 
college students, home for the summer, are interns with the 
program, and many of our staff will be onsite to support the 
kids. Scan the code or register on our website to volunteer 
to read with the kids one morning this summer.  In-person 
and virtual options available. 

Freedom School is a summer program designed to help low-income 
elementary school scholars avoid summer learning loss, increase 
literacy, and to believe in their ability to make a difference in themselves 
and their communities. It is centered on the understanding that when 
Jesus asked the little children to come to him--he meant all of them. 
Not just the ones from our church, or our school, or our neighborhood. 
All of them. Two years ago, our staff spent a morning reading to the 
kids. The joy in our hearts afterwards stuck with us. Knowing what we 
were doing for the kids as a church made all our other tasks worthwhile, 
and it shaped our vision. When we’ve made building improvements, 
or hired new staff, we’ve thought about how those decisions would 
impact the Freedom School kids. The program changed us as much as 
it changed them.

Marion Wright Edelman, the founder of the Children’s Defense Fund 
which started the program, has talked about her view of the meaning of 
life and how its shaped her work. She said: “I was taught that the world 
had a lot of problems; [but] that I could struggle and change them; that 
intellectual and material gifts brought the privilege and responsibility 
of sharing with others less fortunate; and that service is the rent each 
of us pays for living--the very purpose of life and not something you 
do in your spare time or after you have reached your personal goals.” 

I think the work of Freedom School is the sort of creative work Solomon 
encouraged--the sort of work that brings meaning to our lives together. 
I invite you to join us in supporting Freedom School this summer!
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Have you ever thought about what it takes to spot a 
counterfeit dollar bill? Fun fact from a blog I read this week: 

when federal agents are training to spot 
counterfeit money, they don’t study 
other counterfeits. Instead, the agents 
study the real thing. They’ll spend hours 
looking at $20, $50, and $100 dollar bills. 
If they learn to know what’s authentic, 
they will also learn to spot what’s not 
authentic. 

In that same way, we as Christians should spend time 
studying the life of Jesus As we study him more, it becomes 
easier to spot beliefs and behaviors that don’t produce 
authentic faith. 1 John 2:5-6 says this about our relationship 
with the Lord: “By this we may know that we are in him: 
whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same 
way in which he walked.” 

As we begin the summer months and move toward the 
beginning of a new school year, I am inviting our community 
to be focused on reading God’s Word.  If you have never 
studied the Bible, I encourage you to begin with the Gospel 
of Mark.  It is the first Gospel that was written, and it is the 
shortest with just 16 chapters. I have attached a reading 
guide.  If you do not own a study Bible you can order one in 
the translation of your choice from Amazon or your favorite 
bookseller.  I recommend the Common English Bible, New 
Living Translation, or New Revised Standard Version.  

I remember doing my very first Bible study years ago. For 
me, that began a journey of deeper study leading onward 
to seminary.  My Bible classes in seminary were by far my 

favorite classes, and I always looked forward to diving into 
God’s Word with a group of people. Dwelling in God’s Word 
helps.

I am gathering names of those who might be interested in a 
class of deeper study of the Bible beginning in September.  
Please reach out to me by email Terri@salemstlouis.com if 
you would like to join me.  

As we wish Pastor Sean and Pastor Katrina the very best in 
their new appointments, beginning this month, Pastor Tim, 
Pastor Nick, and I will be sharing the preaching and teaching 
responsibilities for both of our church locations.  We begin a 
new sermon series June 20, entitled “Flawed and Faithful.” 
In keeping with our new focus of reading the Bible, the 
series takes a deeper look at the faith of God’s leaders such 
as Abraham, Moses, Jacob, Rahab, Paul, and Peter.  

As it says in the second letter to Timothy, chapter 2, vs 16:

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. 
It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what 
is right. “

The only way to know the ways of Christ is to learn them and 
then live them! It is a lifelong journey, and it is never too late 
to begin. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Terri

LEARNING THE WAYS OF CHRIST 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

REGISTER NOW - SCAN THE CODE 



WELCOME NEW FACES  
ON THE SALEM STAFF

I have preached many sermons. During the first 
eight years of my life as a pastor 

I would gather up my sermon 
notes after the congregation had 
departed. I’d then stop by my 
study, staple the notes together, 
and write my assessment of what 
I thought the effect of the ser-

mon had been. I’d write things like: 
“You are all over the place again, Pyron.” Or, “It 
had its moments; “ “Not bad;” “NEVER, EVER say 
this again!!”

However, I soon realized that I never knew what 
the effect had been. When I was pleased about my 
sermon, all I usually got was a ho-hum response. 
Then, someone would quote me to me, months or 
even years later, and say that what I said had been 
helpful to them. I was always astonished. They were 
focusing on what had been, to me, a sort of “throw 
away” line. Other colleagues in the ministry have 
had similar experiences. 

Preachers aren’t the only ones who have this expe-
rience. You may have named a loved one who has 
died, when most of us don’t say the name for fear 
of wounding someone. When, the real need for the 
bereaved one is to hear that name. We do need 
be careful, but not too careful, with each other be-
cause little things, to us, often have a substantial 
impact. A note, a phone call, a smile, a greeting at 
church can be empowering to others. What you say 
and what you do is impactful. 

Where is the scripture, Marvin?  I don’t have one. 
Every preacher has the problem of writing a ser-
mon or a devotion and then looking for a scripture 
to back it up. That’s backwards. When the Bible is 
cited, the scripture is where the message begins. 
So, what I’m writing is based on my life experience 
of being with people. You have had similar experi-
ences. You and I often have a good influence and 
we are unaware of it. As an intense Cardinals fan 
I guess I’m saying just “keep pitching.”  Not ev-
erything we say or do will be earth shaking. Yet, 
attempting to say or do Christian things has a sur-
prising good effect. 

OUR WORDS HAVE 
MEANING
BY REV. MARVIN PYRON

In recent months, we have announced the addition of Roy Jones 
and Emily Smith to the Salem staff.  Roy will serve as Director of 
Outreach and Special Events, and Emily will serve as the Director 
of Children’s Ministry. After weeks of anticipation, June has finally 
arrived, and Roy and Emily are here!

Roy is a vibrant Christian with a history 
of working within the Salem community.  
A native St. Louisan, Roy has been very 
active in the music scene here. However, 
he has also been a part of the work of 
Salem through the modern worship 
band, LifeWise, and Vacation Bible 
School. After years of playing music 
and being a part of events in Austin, Texas, and 
around the country, we are pleased to welcome Roy to the Salem 
to begin his work at Mid-County, South-City, and throughout the 
St Louis area.

Emily Smith is a lifelong Methodist whose 
faith and theology were formed right here 
in Salem’s Sunday school and pre-school 
classrooms. A graduate of Missouri State 
University’s School of Education, She has 
taught K-5 in both suburban and inner-city 
environments, often with a focus on literacy. 
She has experience working with kids with 
special needs as well as childhood hunger 

issues.  We are pleased to welcome back Emily to St Louis as 
Salem and The Connection returns to in-person children’s ministry

In addition to full-time staff, Salem also 
welcomes Matthew Stuber as our summer 
intern.  Matthew grew up at Salem, and he will 
be a junior at Indiana University in fall 2021. 
Matthew is working with our communications 
team this summer. 

We hope you will take the time to introduce yourself to new staff 
members Roy and Emily, and to our intern, Matthew.
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

 
WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
Nursery care available at Mid-County.  Register online. 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 pm - Modern Worship Online 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS
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