


JOY TO THE WORLD 
- REV. TERRI SWAN

Not unlike the time of Jesus, the 
world today needs joy!

I often listen to the news each 
morning as I prepare for my 
workday. It seems that glad tidings 
of great joy are in short supply. 
As we read the Christmas story 
according to the Gospel of Luke, 

the angels’ announcement of joy came during the time 
when King Herod ruled the land. He was called Herod the 
Great, and in some ways, he really was a great ruler in his 
time. He kept peace in the land for over 35 years. He was 
also a great builder, building aqueducts and elaborate 
homes. Herod is known for rebuilding the temple. 
However King Herod was also known for his paranoia and 
cruelty, killing members of his own family whenever he 
feared losing his power. Royal announcements during his 
reign were met with fear for what horrible thing Herod 
might do next. 

God’s announcement was different. In God’s wisdom, 
the news of great joy was announced far from the ears 
of power. In a small-town stable, far from the center of 
power, it was lowly shepherds who were greeted by a 
great assembly of heavenly forces announcing God’s good 
news. They sang praises to God at the birth of the one 
who came to save us—Jesus the Christ. 

Max Lucado, in his book, The Applause of Heaven, puts 
it like this: “While the theologians were sleeping and the 
elite were dreaming and the successful were snoring, the 

meek and penitent were kneeling. They were kneeling 
before the One only the meek and penitent will see. They 
were kneeling in front of Jesus.”

This is the joy of Christmas, we needed a savior, and God 
sent us one. 

King Herod saw the world through a lens of power 
and fear. The shepherds saw the world through a lens 
of humility and grace–with a joy that was theirs in the 
announcement of the angels. Good news of great joy for 
ALL the people.

How will you see the world this Christmas?  Will you see 
the chaos of our world today and think it is all bedlam?  
As Dr. James Moore once said, “The reality is that 
Bethlehem always happens in the midst of our Bedlam!  
Those who have the eyes of faith can see it, those who 
have the ears of faith can hear it, and those who have 
hearts of faith can feel it and celebrate it.” 

Joy is ours through Jesus Christ. May we have eyes to see 
joy, ears to hear joy, and faith to accept the joy that Christ 
came to bring. May we be meek and penitent, filled with 
grace and humility so we can hear an announcement of 
good news of great joy! A savior is born, He is Christ the 
Lord!

Hallelujah,
Pastor Terri

The Christmas Story of Good News continues to be told because of your 
faithful support. As you consider your year-end giving, I want to offer 
you some resources. If you are donating appreciated stock or making 
transfers from a brokerage account, you can find resources online at 
www.salemstlouis.com/give or call the church office 
directly for assistance. If you are mailing a year-end gift, 
remember it needs to be postmarked by the 31st, or you 
can drop it off in person. If the office is not open, there is 
a secure drop box by the east doors off the parking lot. 
If you are giving online, you can make an end of year gift 
by scanning the qr code or visit our website, and also set 
up your recurring giving for 2022. This recurring giving 
allows us to plan our ministry in the community for the year ahead.  No 
matter how you choose to give this December, I thank you. And I think of 
each of you when I remember the words of the angel that first Christmas 
Eve: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.”  

YEAR END GIVING MAKES AN IMPACT 
- REV. TERRI SWAN



This advent season, our kids are learning that Jesus 
brings joy to the WHOLE WORLD. It is a great 
lesson for kids--and grown-ups as well. Many of 
us have traveled less in the past two years, and 
church mission trips have been closer to home--but 
Christmas calls us to remember that God’s love is for 
all people--everywhere. Throughout the pandemic, 

Salem focused on combating hunger and illiteracy, especially as 
they impact kids in our city. Year-to-date, our giving to nutrition and 
literacy programs has increased by a factor of almost five. Just last 
month, Salem members gave over $2,000 to provide Operation Food 
Search backpacks full of food to hungry kids. From Freedom School, 
to Epworth’s Drop-In Center for homeless teens, to the food pantry at 
LifeWise STL, families in need are being fed, physically and spiritually, 
because of your giving. 

As we prepare for Christmas Eve, we wanted to find a way to celebrate 
the birth of Christ by expanding these programs to reach kids around 
the world. We had a long- distance lunch date with Wil Baily, the 
Executive Director of the Costa Rica Mission Project where many of 
our youth and adults have served on mission trips in years past. We 
asked Wil how the pandemic had impacted the nutritional needs of 
families in their daycare center, many of whom are dependent on 
school meals. Wil told us that the allocation of fresh fruit many of the 
kids received each month included only a few fresh apples. He also 
shared that for about $1,000 a month, CRMP could supplement the 
meals received by all 20 of the families served in their daycare center 
with fresh fruit and vegetables, plus a monthly allocation of rice and 
other staples. We had already decided that our Christmas Eve offering 
would be designated for Nutrition and Literacy programs in 2022, 
but now we have allocated the first $12,000 donated to CRMP for 
this supplemental nutrition program to help meet the 
needs of the families they serve. As you prepare for 
Christmas, we invite you to consider a special gift to 
the Christmas Eve offering in celebration of the Joy of 
Christ that is for all God’s children.  Scan the qr code 
to give now or give online and select Christmas Eve 
Offering.  You may also mail a check and mark Christmas Eve Offering 
in the memo.  Thank you for you generosity!

SHARING GOD’S JOY  
WITH ALL PEOPLE 
- REV. DEBORAH LEMOINE

Celebrate the birth of Christ with 
family and friends with this combined 
Christmas worship service!  Join us for 
one special blended worship service 
at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary featuring 
carols, prayer, and engaging message.  
The regular schedule will resume 
January 2.  

COMBINED 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 26 - 11:00 AM

To the Salem folk from Marvin Pyron
 
At the end of this December I’ll be fully 
retiring.  It has been a pleasure being part 
of your life since the fall 
of 2005 when David Kerr 
asked me to help him with 
non-member weddings.  
That segued into visitation, 
teaching and worship par-
ticipation.  I intended to help David for “a 
while. ”  Much to my surprise, I have been 
a part of the Salem staff nearly 16 years.  
When David retired I expected to “go out” 
with him.  However, Terri asked me to stay 
around for “a while.” I don’t think either 
of us thought the “a while” would be 10 
more years.  
 
Donna will remain as a member of Sa-
lem.  I will worship at Salem and in other 
congregations.  That was my plan when 
I retired in 2005.  I want to experience 
the Christian Faith through worshipping 
at Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and other United 
Methodist congregations.  I am in the 
middle of my 82nd year and I have to be 
careful when walking up the steps in the 
Sanctuary.  It’s time for me to hang up my 
spurs.  
 
Salem has good years ahead of it.  I’m 
going to enjoy being a part of this future 
while sitting in a pew with Donna. 
 
May God Bless You!  - Pastor Marvin

REV. MARVIN PYRON 
ANNOUNCES 
RETIREMENT
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Your ongoing giving helps us continue to be the church 
in our community.  Together we can make an impact in 
the lives of our neighbors and continue the ministry of 
spreading the extravagant love of God to all people. 

Give Online // visit salemstlouis.com/give  
Secure, quick, and easy.  One-time and recurring gifts may be 
set up using a bank account, debit, or credit card. 

Text-To-Give // Text “Give” to (314) 888-9160 

Salem App // Search Salem Church - St. Louis  
 
PayPal // Go to your PayPal account and send your  
donation to the email address: info@salemstlouis.com. 
 
Mail // Send checks by mail to the Salem church office

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

NEED HELP?  LET US KNOW.
INFO@SALEMSTLOUIS.COM // (314) 991-0546 
VISIT: WWW.SALEMSTLOUIS.COM/GIVING-HELP

 
WORSHIP IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
In-Person Worship Schedule 
Mid-County: 9:30 am - Modern Worship (Multipurpose Room) 
Mid-County: 11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
South-City: 11:00 am - Modern Worship (The Connection Sanctuary) 
Nursery care available at Mid-County.  Register online. 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
Sunday, 9:30 am - Modern Worship Livestream 
Sunday, 11:00 am - Traditional Worship Livestream 

PLEASE SEND ALL MAIL FOR BOTH SITES TO  
THE MID-COUNTY ADDRESS. THANK YOU! 

@SALEMSTLOUIS


