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STUDY QUESTIONS:
John 8:12 - 20
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him,
“You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus
answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know
where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or
where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I
do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who
sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the
one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about
me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You
know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20
These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested
him, because his hour had not yet come.

1. Make note of the context of this proclamation. (Time and place)
See John 7:2; 37a; John 8:1-2; and historical background notes below.

(The section beginning in chapter 8:1 through 8:11 does not appear in the most early of manuscripts, and
some add the passage after John 7:36 or after 21:25. This story, though it does not contradict Christ’s
nature or work, was added later and is not believed to be part of the original text. The reason I added the
verses in this section is to give some sense of timing. The statement we are about to study could have
taken place on the last day of the feast, or the day after the feast had ended.)
Historical background: The feast being referred to here is the feast of Tabernacles (also
known as the Feast of Booths; Lev 23:33-43; Neh 8:14-18). This 8 day feast
commemorated the 40 year wilderness journey of the Isrealites from Egypt to the
promised land, as well as celebrated the yearly harvest. This is one of three pilgrimage
feasts when all Jewish males were required to go to Jerusalem to “appear before the
Lord.” (Deut 16:16; John 7:2-4)
On the last day of the feast 2 ceremonies were performed:
1.) The illumination of the Temple. There were four large towers that rose above the
courtyard and on top of each tower was a menorah, (a candlestick with multiple
branches). When the towers were lit, everyone in Jerusalem would look up to the
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Temple Mount and see the light glowing on the top of the hill. People also carried
torches while celebrating and marching around the temple. This was a remembrance of
God’s faithful demonstration of His presence during the Exodus; the pillar of cloud by
day and fire by night. (Exodus 13:17-22) This ritual also pointed to the future Messiah.
(Isaiah 49:6)
2.) A priest carried water from the pool of Siloam to the Temple, symbolizing that when
the Messiah comes the whole earth will know God “as the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah
11:9)

2. While not part of the “I AM” statements, Jesus makes more claims about himself
this last  week of the feast. John 7:37-39,  John 8:23, 28a, 58-59. What are they?
How do these tie into what we studied last week about who Jesus is claiming to
be?

3. Make note of the reactions to Jesus' presence and teaching at the feast. John
7:11-15, 25,32,40-44

4. Re-read John 8:12 and list any questions, answers and observations that you
may have. (Take a few minutes to do this on your own, then share your
observations with your group.)

5. Identify key words from verse 12 and then try to think of other verses/passages
that use those words: verses that might help you to understand this one better.
(This is called cross-referencing.) You may have a concordance (a list of
frequently used words in the Bible with references on where to find them) in the
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back of your Bibles, feel free to use it! (Take a few minutes to do this on your
own, then compare notes with your group.)

6. Record and discuss insights you get from your cross-referencing.

TEACHING NOTES:
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“He spoke to them again,” ... as He had been speaking. Jesus was faithful to His
ministry in spite of sustained opposition.
John 8:26, “...I declare to the world what I have heard from him”

Jesus' focus was the will of the Father.
John 6:38, “For I have come down to do the will of my Father.”

He is on a mission and He will complete it. God’s plan was much different than the
expectation.
John 7:3-5, 8

I AM the Light of the world.
This claim is exclusive and all encompassing.  It is a direct claim to be the Messiah, and
His audience knew it.  They were very familiar with the Messianic promises stated in the
prophets, such as those found in Isaiah 42, 49, 50, and 53.

Isaiah 42:6-9 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the
hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the
prison of those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to
no other, nor my praise to carved idols. Behold, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

Isaiah 49:6  "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”
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Theme of Light
John 1:1-11
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.

Luke 1:76-79  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise
shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."

John 12:46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not
remain in darkness.

The Source of Light
Psalm 18:28 For it is you who light my lamp; the LORD my God lightens my darkness.
Psalm 36:9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.
Psalm 43:3  Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to
your holy hill and to your dwelling!
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the
simple.

He who follows me...
Examples: Soldier following his commander, a slave following his master, a student
following a teacher. To be a follower is here expressing a ”union, likeness, a way;"
hence, "one going in the same way"

“...as a traveller follows a light in a dark night...It is not enough to look at this light, and
to gaze upon it, but we must follow it, believe in it, and walk in it, for it is a light to our
feet, not our eyes only.” Matthew Henry
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John 8:31 “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples...”

- The Cost of Commitment
Mark 2:14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, "Follow me." And he rose and followed him.

Luke 14:27,33 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple. ... So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot
be my disciple.

Mark 8:34-35 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, "If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the
gospel's will save it.”

...will not walk in the darkness,
- Darkened world

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,
sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Romans 1:28-32; Titus 3:3; 2 Timothy 3:2

- Darkened hearts
Darkness is our natural state, alienated from God, unbelieving of God,  in rebellion….by
our nature we live in darkness.
Isaiah 53:6a All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every one--to his own
way;
Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to
death.

- Darkened minds
The Jews make petty a legal argument here (John 8:17); an argument from Jewish law.
(Duet 19:15, John 8:17) They reject Him because of unbelief, and try to justify
themselves by their moral code. Stating, “You are testifying about yourself…”, they
accuse him of an invaled claim, arguing that there are no witnesses to confirm Jesus
claim about himself.

Unbelief never has enough proof.
John 7:17 “If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from
God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.”
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Unbelief is a problem of the will. They were not willing.
John 3:19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.

Until something illuminates us from without we will remain in that darkness. We will not
choose the light. We need deliverance from the domain of darkness. A radical change
must take place. Jesus declares that there is hope for a new reality, “Whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness…”

...but will have the light of life.
Plan

John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son,

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Purpose
- God’s glory

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.

Matthew 5:14-16  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

- Lights in a dark world
Philippians 2:15 ...that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world,

- Walk in the light
Psalm 56:13 For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, that I
may walk before God in the light of life.
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John 12:36a “While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of
light."

Ephesians 5:8-21  ...for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right

and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to

speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light,
it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery,
but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Galatians 5:22-24  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

The Promise
“They shall have the light of life, that knowledge and enjoyment of God which will be to
them the light of spiritual life in this world and of everlasting life in the other world, where
there will be no death nor darkness. Follow Christ, and we shall undoubtedly be happy
in both worlds. Follow Christ, and we shall follow him to heaven.” - Matthew Henry

Isaiah 60:1, 19-20 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has
risen upon you. ...The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall
the moon give you light; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will
be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the
LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Matthew 13:43a Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Revelation 21:22-23 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
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“Jesus Christ is the light of truth that dispels the darkness of falsehood.  Jesus Christ is
the light of wisdom that dispels the darkness of ignorance. Jesus Christ is the light of
holiness that dispels the darkness of impurity.  Jesus Christ is the light of joy that dispels
the darkness of sorrow. Jesus Christ is the light of life that dispels the darkness of
death.” - John Macarthur

“Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host:

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heav’n can boast.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!”

Homework:
Go over any scriptures in this lesson that struck you. Pray through them, asking that
God would teach you more about Him from His word.

Read John 9. Make observations about this miraculous healing - Jesus teaching, the
blind man, and the Jews’ response.

Resources:
Scriptures taken from ESV version
blueletterbible.com
Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps & Time Lines - Rose Publishing, 2005
Mathew Henry’s Concise Commentary on the Whole Bible, Thomas Nelson, 1997
Personal Bible Study - Rick Warren, 1981
Meeting Jesus - R.C. Sproul, The Banner of Truth Trust, 2019
I AM Bible Study - Rose Visual Bible Studies, 2020
Living Praise Hymnal  - Zondervan Corporation, 1974
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