
Refine Women’s Ministry 
The ‘I Ams’ of Jesus 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life” 
October 21, 2020 by Ann Malm  

  
“He speaks and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive…” - Charles Wesley 

 
“I AM fills the yawning mouth of the sepulchre” - Charles Spurgeon 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
This morning we will be looking at the 5th “I Am” statement of Jesus which is found in chapter 
11 of the gospel of John. We left off last time with The Good Shepherd Discourse, and at the 
end of chapter 10, the hostility of the Jews is as it has been, and even more. At the end of 
chapter 10 an interaction takes place where the Jews intercept Jesus in the temple and ask Him 
to clarify whether or not He is the Christ, which, after all that we have been hearing Jesus 
saying up until now, makes us wonder where they have been. Jesus has been declaring His 
deity and God appointed mission openly, but the Jews are still agitated about it all. When Jesus 
replies “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness 
about me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 
of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:25-30)  The Jews respond by picking 
up stones to stone him for blasphemy…And finally at the end of chapter 10 we see Jesus 
withdraw from his public ministry and he goes to a place across the Jordan river, a place where 
John the baptist had begun his ministry.  
 
There is where chapter 11 picks up and Jesus receives a message from Bethany; His friend 
Lazarus is deathly ill. Mary, Martha and Lazarus were siblings living in Bethany, a village just 2 
miles outside of Jerusalem, and Jesus had stayed with them often. They were close friends. 
Verse 5 says, “Now Jesus loved Matha and her sister and Lazarus.” This is followed by a 
strange statement in verse 6, “So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was.” This tips us off that there are other things at work here. After 
2 days had passed, Jesus picks up to go Bethany and tells the disciples that Lazarus has died. 
The disciples have very real concerns about safety, but follow Jesus anyway.  
 
STUDY QUESTIONS: 
Read John 11:17-27  
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
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will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 
Make observations about the scene: 

- Where does this take place? (John 11:1,18) 
 
 

- What is the major event? 
 
 
List the characters. 
 
 
Who does Jesus address? (vs.17-27) 
 
 
What do we know about her? (Luke 10:38-42, John 11:39, John 12:2) 
 
  
 
Describe the interaction between Martha and Jesus.  
 
 
 
What is Jesus' great claim? 
 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to translate these big truths into our everyday lives. Talk with your table 
about some ways that the truth of Jesus as “the resurrection and the life” affects (or should 
affect) your daily life. (Perhaps think about living life without faith in this reality.) 
 
 
TEACHING: 
In our passage today we come into a scene of family grief. It is communal as well as deeply 
personal, as grief often is. Most, if not all of us have faced the death of a loved one. And we 
must all deal with the knowledge that someday, we too will die. None of us are in charge of 
when or how death comes to us.  
Ecclesiastes 8:8a No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death.  
  
How are we to face death? Here in John chapter 11 we see Mary and Martha facing it. Their 
dear brother Lazarus had died. Mary, Martha and Lazarus were personal friends of Jesus; their 
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home was a quiet refuge for Him (Luke 10). In John chapter 12, we see Jesus sharing a meal 
with them once again and at this time Mary anoints Jesus with expensive oil. In John chapter 11 
we find this familiar story: Lazarus becomes deathly ill, Mary and Martha send for Jesus in their 
distress, Jesus delays, Lazarus dies, Mary and Martha are heartbroken.  
 
Location:  
Bethany is close to Jerusalem, about 2 miles away. John makes note that many Jews had come 
to mourn with Martha and Mary. This is an indication that this family was a prominent and well 
known family. Jesus spent time there with them, being refreshed, enjoying their hospitality. The 
significance of the place is: 
1. This explains why there were so many Jews who were there.  
2. The proximity to Jerusalem indicates Jesus' life is now moving towards its climax. Verse 7, 
“...he said to his disciples, “Let us go to Judea again,”. The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and you are going there again?” So Thomas, called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  
We see Jesus obeying His Father without reservation, facing his death courageously and not 
shying away from all that he has to do.  
In the big picture, this scene is juxtaposed against his own death. This miracle serves to 
strengthen the disciples faith (v 15), confirm His deity (v 42), and will play a role in the timing of 
his death (v 53). By now we have passed through winter (10:22), and are moving quickly toward 
Passover (11:55). So this all means that Jesus is going to do this miracle in a very public 
setting, one that will attract a whole lot of attention. And it’s going to get Him into trouble. The 
raising of Lazarus is the last public miracle of Jesus. This miracle caused such a stir that it 
forced the hands of the Pharisees to move forward on their plans to murder him. 11:45-48,53 
  
Timing: 
It takes 1 day for the messenger to make his way to Jesus from Bethany. Due to the timing 
described in the passage, Lazarus had been in the tomb 4 days, and knowing the Jewish 
custom was to bury their dead almost immediately, Lazarus had probably already died by the 
time the message had reached Jesus. Jesus then delays 2 days more. Then he takes His 
journey to Bethany = Lazarus in the tomb 4 days.  Alastair Begg speculates that this delay was 
not to wait for Lazarus to die, but the significance of 4 days in the tomb was tied to the Jews 
belief that the soul hovered over the dead body for 4 days. It was then on the 4th day that the 
mourning became the most intense because it was then that they believed there was now no 
possibility for resurrection. The body would have undergone significant decomposition at this 
point.  When Jesus commands the tomb to be opened, Martha objects because the smell would 
have been overpowering due to the decomposition. The Jews did not embalm, but simply 
wrapped the body in spices (to cover the smell) and in linen strips. (v 44) 
 
The Crying Croud and the Compassion of Jesus: the Jewish tradition of mourning was quite 
elaborate. The official mourning period lasted for 7 days, but many stayed with the family for an 
extended period of time (up to 30 days) giving words of encouragement, remembering the dead 
person and attending to practical matters. Jesus arrives in the middle of this mourning period.  
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Later on in chapter 11 the scene is described in detail. Jesus sees the people weeping, wailing. 
He sees the grief of Mary; she can do nothing but fall at his feet weeping and expressing her 
great sorrow, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  
John 11:33-36 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her [also] 
weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was troubled, and said, "Where have you laid 
him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus wept. So the Jews were saying, "See how 
He loved him!" 
John 11:38 So Jesus, again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. 
  
“Deeply moved” - indicates all kinds of emotions, indignation, anger, deep sadness... “The Lord 
was deeply moved doubtless with the combination of circumstances, present and in the 
immediate future.” - Vine's Expository Dictionary 
 
“Greatly troubled” - to affect with great pain or sorrow,to cause one inward commotion, take 
away his calmness of mind, disturb his equanimity; to disquiet, make restless; to stir up 
 
“Jesus wept.” Not only is he troubled in his spirit, we see Jesus shedding tears. 
 
Jesus sees the grief and enters into it. He is indignant over the sin that has caused so much 
pain, so much destruction, so much death. He sees the unbelief of the Jews, and he knows He 
will soon be facing His own death. Jesus feels the grief and sorrow and pain and death that sin 
causes. I believe His knowledge of this grief extended far beyond the present scene and 
extended all the way back into the past and toward the future, including your pain and mine.  
 
“...this is a massive moment of agony.  Maybe a little bit like His agony in the garden as He 
anticipates the sin-bearing.  He deeply enters in, not only to the wounded hearts and sorrows of 
people who are broken because they've lost the one they love; but He sees way more than that. 
He understands what sin has done to the world and what unbelief has done to these people 
who are gathered around Him. ... It was all the reality of sin and death and unbelief and 
judgment in hell that was behind that scene, and there He stands at the edge of the tomb, 
sobbing.” John MacArthur  
 
Our God does not stand aloof or above our griefs, unlike the made up gods of other times and 
places who are portrayed as apathetic and self-absorbed. Our God came, took on our infirmities 
and enters into our grief. 
Hebrews 4:15  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Isaiah 53:4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
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Martha: 
Went out to meet him - she was a “take action” kind of gal.  
“Martha's natural temper was active and busy; she loved to be here and there, and at the end of 
everything; and this had been a snare to her when by it she was not only careful and cumbered 
about many things, but hindered from the exercises of devotion: but now in a day of affliction 
this active temper did her a kindness, kept the grief from her heart, and made her forward to 
meet Christ, and so she received comfort from him the sooner. On the other hand, Mary's 
natural temper was contemplative and reserved. This had been formerly an advantage to her, 
when it placed her Christ's feet, to hear his word, and enabled her there to attend upon him 
without those distractions with which Martha was cumbered; but now in the day of affliction that 
same temper proved a snare to her, made her less able to grapple with her grief, and disposed 
her to melancholy: But Mary sat still in the house.” Matthew Henry 
She speaks right out, “Lord, if you would have been here…”  
 “I know that God will give you whatever you ask…”  
 Jesus answers, “Your brother will rise again.” She doesn’t know if she should take this as a 
“now” statement, or as a future reality. “I know he will rise again on the last day.” Martha has 
strong theology. She is relying on it. She would have known about the Resurrection from 
passages in Job and Daniel, and would have heard Jesus teaching as well.  
Later, when Jesus instructs that the stone be taken away from the tomb, she immediately blurts 
out, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” She is like us, 
capable of great statements of faith, but when it comes to it, fails to walk out in faith on that 
statement. 
  
Jesus Answer:  
“I am the resurrection and the life.” 
“When our Lord said, “I am the resurrection and the life,” he indicated to Martha that 
resurrection and life were not gifts which he must seek, nor even boons which he must create; 
but that he himself was the resurrection and the life: these things were wherever he was. He 
was the author, and giver, and maintainer of life, and that life was himself. He would have her to 
know that he was himself precisely what she wanted for her brother. She did know a little of the 
Lord’s power, for she said, “If thou hadst been here, my brother had not died,” which being very 
kindly interpreted might mean, “Lord, thou art the life.” “Ah, but,” saith Jesus, “you must also 
learn that I am the resurrection! You already admit that if I had been here Lazarus would not 
have died; I would have you further learn that I being here your brother shall live though he has 
died; and that when I am with my people none of them shall die for ever, for I am to them the 
resurrection and the life.” Poor Martha was looking up into the sky for life, or gazing down into 
the deeps for resurrection, when the Resurrection and the Life stood before her, smiling upon 
her, and cheering her heavy heart. She had thought of what Jesus might have done if he had 
been there before; now let her know what he is at the present moment.” Charles Spurgeon 
 
Deity Declared: 
No greater claim had been made. “I AM” - it’s emphatic; He is the self-sufficient, eternal One. 
“He IS the resurrection - He IS the divine source of all life. He is the first cause of resurrection, 
and the sovereign conqueror of death. We cannot get away from the declaration of God in the 
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flesh. He is unique and like no other. Jesus is taking the divine name and claiming it for HIs 
own. Only God can raise the dead, only God gives life. 
 
John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
 
Authority Claimed: 
He possesses all the power and authority in resurrecting people from the dead. He alone is 
sovereign over sin, death, the grave, the world to come, the final judgement, the body and the 
soul.  
 
Revelation 1:17, 18 “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I 
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.  
- keys = supreme authority to open what no one can open. He alone can open the grave and 
raise those in it to face HIm.  
 
John 5:25-29 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in 
Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to 
execute judgment, because He is [the] Son of Man."Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, 
in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good 
[deeds] to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil [deeds] to a resurrection of 
judgment. 
His voice - so powerful is His voice it will be heard by every dead corpse, shattering the barrier 
between death and life. They will hear it and will come forth, be raised.  A resurrection to life and 
a resurrection to judgement.  
 
This authority includes His own life.  
John 10:18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."  
  
John 2:19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
  
1 Corinthians 15:20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep.  
 
“Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,” 
Whoever believes: 
This is more than intellectual knowledge. More than agreement with facts. One must come to a 
fork in the road and decide which way to go, a decision must be made to turn from sin to trust in 
Jesus Christ.This is to completely surrender your life to HIm, to entrust all that we are to the 
Lord Jesus; to come to the end of ourselves and to live for Christ. 
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John 12:25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 
 
This is the great exchange. When people hold on to themselves, their pride, their will they will in 
the end, lose their lives. But those who entrust their lives to Christ will experience the kind of life 
being described here. Everlasting and abundant life beginning at the moment of faith and 
carrying on after our physical death.  
 
Until God breathes new life in us, we are dead in our sins. 
Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  
Romans 6:23a For the wages of sin [is] death;  
 
We need a resurrection. We need a Saviour, one who can do what we cannot do for ourselves.  
 
“”We too were once dead, yea, and like Lazarus stinking in the grave of sin: Jesus raised us, 
and by His life we live.” C Spurgeon  
 
In me: 
In Jesus Christ. All that He has been proclaiming that He is; God in human flesh. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
1John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life.  
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and believing in His name brings everlasting life.  
John 20:31 ...but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
John 10:10 “I came that they may have life…” 
Romans 623b “...but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
We must come to a point when we enter into a personal saving relationship with God through 
Christ by the Spirit.  It is through Christ that we are granted access to have full fellowship with 
God forever. This life begins at the moment of regeneration, coming to faith. 
Ephesians 2:18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent.  
 
Though he die, yet shall he live: 
Jesus pictures the believer at the moment of physical death - but still he goes on to live. That 
death will not be his reality, but this is an extension of eternal life that began in the believer at 
the moment of faith.  
John 10:10, 28 ... I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. ... I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  
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John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
John 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day." 
John 6:47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 
 
“...and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”  
Everyone who lives and believes in me: “Who lives” = new birth, spiritual resurrection, new life 
of the soul. The giving of spiritual life allows one to believe. God must work in the dead man’s 
soul, giving life where there was none and the first evidence of this is faith/belief. 
1 John 5:1a Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God… 
James 1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
...shall never die:  
Eternal security = no one who has been raised to life in Christ will ever die. Believers pass 
through a physical death, and are ushered immediately into the Lord’s presence. 
2 Corinthians 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body 
and to be at home with the Lord. 
Luke 23:43 And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise." 
 
Physical death is a temporary reality. 
John 6:39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day.  
John 6:54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 
up on the last day.  
1Thessaloinians 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 
 
This is what the apostles based their preaching on.  
Acts 4:2, 33 ...being greatly disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. ...And with great power the apostles were giving 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 
1Corinthians 15:3-4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
1Corinthians 15:20-22 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
 
“The doctrine of a risen Saviour is exceedingly precious. The resurrection is the corner-stone of 
the entire building of Christianity. It is the key-stone arch of our salvation.” C Spurgeon 
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Martha’s Confession:  
“yes Lord.”  - this is saving and sustaining faith. Yes, Lord, I have belief. This is the expression 
of a settled conviction.  
“ I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  - She 
confesses Jesus as Lord and Christ. She is all in. She expresses faith in 3 aspects of Christ that 
are paramount in true saving faith: 

1. THE Christ - the anointed One - the one who has been sent by God, that He alone is 
THE Saviour. Christ alone; the Messiah, the one and only God.  
John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

 
2. The Son of God - this one is nothing less than fully God, the Son. Jesus is co-equal and 

co-eternal with God the Father. The creator of all things. God in human flesh.  
John 5:18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only 
was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God. 
John 5: 23...that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 
John 1:49 Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!" 

 
3. Even He who comes into the world -  

John 3:31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
1Corinthians 15:47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 
 

Martha knows Jesus has been sent by the Father into the world on a mission to seek and to 
save His people. She has been listening, and she has been believing. She is prepared for this 
moment. 
 
“Do you believe this?”  
Jesus asks each of us the same question that he asked of Martha, “Do you believe this?” 
 
Do you believe: 
That Jesus is who he says he is? 
That though the believer dies a physical death, they live forever in the presence of God?  
That there will be a physical resurrection of the body unto life, and a resurrection unto 
judgement?  
Do you believe John 11:41 - 44?  “So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 
and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me’ 
When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." The man 
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who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  
That Jesus Himself rose from the dead and is alive in heaven?  
That Jesus has the supreme authority over your life and your soul and even death cannot 
separate you from his saving grace? 
Do you believe in this Jesus is the resurrection and the life? 
 
 

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
- Edward Mote 

 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
In Him, my righteousness, alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
  All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

  
 
Homework: 
Spend some time meditating and praying through 1 Corinthians 15. 
Read Charles Spurgeon’s sermon, “Though He Were Dead” - 
https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/though-he-were-dead/#flipbook/ 
 
 
Resources: 
Scriptures taken from ESV version 
Mathew Henry’s Concise Commentary on the Whole Bible, Thomas Nelson, 1997 
Meeting Jesus - R.C. Sproul, The Banner of Truth Trust, 2019 
I AM Bible Study - Rose Visual Bible Studies, 2020 
Living Praise Hymnal  - Zondervan Corporation, 1974 
The I AM Statements of Jesus - W.M. Henry, The Open Bible Trust, 2020 
The International Bible Commentary, F.F. Bruce, Zondervan,1986 
spurgeon.org 
onepassionministries.org 
Blueletterbible.com 
gty.org 
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