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Refine	Women’s	Ministry	
Genesis	49	Jacob’s	Dozen:	Benjamin	
Lesson	11:	April	26,	2020	by	Kim	Peelen	

28	All	these	are	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel,	and	this	is	what	their	father	said	to	them	when	he	blessed	them.	He	
blessed	them,	every	one	with	the	blessing	appropriate	to	him.	Genesis	49:	28	

33	Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	both	of	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	unsearchable	are	His	judgments	
and	unfathomable	His	ways!	Rom	11:33		

	
As	Jacob	begins	his	final	blessing,	he	must	have	anticipated	what	good	fortune	laid	ahead	
for	his	youngest	son	Benjamin,	the	second	son	born	to	his	beloved	wife	Rachel	and	of	
whom	he	was	so	fond.	His	words	are	surprising,	and	most	certainly	are	from	the	Spirit	of	
God,	rather	than	from	a	loving	father	to	his	favorite	son.	
	

“Benjamin	is	a	ravenous	wolf;	In	the	morning	he	devours	the	prey,	
And	in	the	evening	he	divides	the	spoil.”	Genesis	49:	27	

	
The	wolf	is	the	fifth	animal	metaphor	Jacob	uses	in	his	prophetic	blessings,	and	predicts	a	
warlike,	vicious	attitude	for	his	twelfth	and	last	son.	Although	the	circumstances	of	his	birth	
are	a	mixture	of	joy	and	grief,	it	does	not	necessarily	predict	this	violent	nature.	After	
Rachel	delivers	her	first	son	she	names	him	Joseph,	which	means	‘may	He	add’,	declaring	
her	hope	in	God	to	add	another	child.	Soon	after	Joseph’s	birth,	Jacob	and	his	large	family	
separate	from	his	uncle	Laban	and	journey	back	to	his	father	Isaac	in	Canaan.	Genesis	
35:16-18	records:	Then	they	journeyed	from	Bethel;	and	when	there	was	still	some	distance	
to	go	to	Ephrath,	Rachel	began	to	give	birth	and	she	suffered	severe	labor.	17	When	she	was	in	
severe	labor	the	midwife	said	to	her,	"Do	not	fear,	for	now	you	have	another	son."	18	It	came	
about	as	her	soul	was	departing	(for	she	died),	that	she	named	him	Ben-oni;	but	his	father	
called	him	Benjamin.	19	So	Rachel	died	and	was	buried	on	the	way	to	Ephrath	(that	is,	
Bethlehem).	20	Jacob	set	up	a	pillar	over	her	grave;	that	is	the	pillar	of	Rachel's	grave	to	this	
day.	His	mother	Rachel	names	her	child,	‘son	of	my	grief’	–	Ben-oni,	while	his	father	
renames	him,	‘son	of	my	right	hand’	–	Ben-jamin.	This	name	change	is	significant,	for	
Benjamin	becomes	the	right	hand	son	of	the	aging	Jacob,	replacing	the	lost	son	Joseph.	
	
The	ferocious	nature	of	Benjamin	is	not	manifested	in	this	son’s	life,	as	far	as	the	record	in	
Scripture.	However,	one	can	surmise	that	he,	as	the	sole-surviving	son	of	his	dearly	loved	
Rachel,	is	outwardly	favored	by	his	father	over	the	other	brothers	much	as	Joseph	was	
before	he	‘died’.		This	is	evident	when,	during	the	famine,	the	ten	brothers	of	Joseph	went	
down	to	buy	grain	from	Egypt.	4	But	Jacob	did	not	send	Joseph's	brother	Benjamin	with	his	
brothers,	for	he	said,	"I	am	afraid	that	harm	may	befall	him"	(Gen	42:3-4).	Before	their	
second	trip,	the	aged	father	reluctantly	permits	Benjamin	to	go,	only	after	Judah	clearly	
declares,	"The	man	solemnly	warned	us,	'You	shall	not	see	my	face	unless	your	brother	is	with	
you.	Jacob	agrees,	“Take	your	brother	also,	and	arise,	return	to	the	man;	14	and	may	God	
Almighty	grant	you	compassion	in	the	sight	of	the	man,	so	that	he	will	release	to	you	your	
other	brother	(Simeon)	and	Benjamin.	And	as	for	me,	if	I	am	bereaved	of	my	children,	I	am	
bereaved”	(Gen	43:3,	13-14).	
	
As	the	eleven	brothers	depart	Egypt	with	their	purchased	food	supplies,	it	is	in	the	
youngest	brother	Benjamin’s	sack	which	Joseph	plants	his	divining	cup	in	order	to	‘arrest’	
him	but	release	the	others.	It	seems	Joseph	is	testing	the	fidelity	of	his	brothers	–	would	
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they	abandon	Benjamin	to	slavery	like	they	did	to	him	so	many	years	before?	After	Judah	
passionately	pleads	to	stay	in	Benjamin’s	place,	Joseph	reveals	his	identity.	During	this	
poignant	reunion	Joseph	first	clings	to	Benjamin	-	the	brother	with	whom	he	bonded	
through	the	shared	grief	of	their	mother’s	death	and	the	jealously	filled	estrangement	from	
their	older	brothers	(Genesis	45).		
	

“Benjamin	is	a	ravenous	wolf;	In	the	morning	he	devours	the	prey,	
	
Jacob’s	prophecy	of	Benjamin	being	characterized	as	a	wolf	who	tears	in	pieces,	does	appear	
later	in	it	tribal	history.	Before	looking	at	those	examples,	some	general	information	is	
helpful.	Its	population	increases	about	10,00	persons	from	the	beginning	to	the	end	of	the	
Wilderness	Wanderings,	is	in	the	rear	of	the	third	group	during	the	journey,	and	camps	on	
the	west	side	of	the	tabernacle	under	the	standard	of	Ephraim	with	Manasseh	(Num.	1:11	
cf	26:	41;	10:22;	2:18).	Their	tribal	land	wedges	between	two	dominant	tribes	-	Joseph	
(Ephraim)	in	the	north	and	Judah	to	the	south	with	the	Jordan	River	to	the	east	and	forms	a	
buffer	zone	between	these	significant	groups.	See	map.	Benjamin	can	boast	several	
prominent	cities	such	as	Jericho,	Bethel,	Gibeon,	Ramah,	Mizpah,	and	most	significantly,	
Jerusalem	where	the	center	of	the	nation’s	worship	resides	in	the	magnificent	Temple	
(Joshua	18:11-28;	1	Ki	8).	The	men	of	Benjamin	come	to	fight	for	Israel	against	Sisera	and	
are	praised	in	The	Song	of	Deborah	and	Barak	(Judges	5:14).	
	
A	tragic	example	of	the	tribe’s	ravenous	character	that	almost	devours	the	tribe	is	its	role	in	
the	disastrous	civil	war,	recorded	in	Judges	19	–	21.	The	setting	is	during	the	time	of	the	
Judges	when	in	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel;	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	
eyes	(Judges	21:25).	As	a	Levite	and	his	concubine	are	traveling	home,	they	stay	the	night	in	
Gibeah,	a	town	of	Benjamin.	When	an	older	man	invites	them	to	stay	with	him	rather	than	
in	the	open	square,	raucous	men	from	town	plead	for	the	guest	to	come	out	for	them	to	
abuse	(similar	to	Lot	hosting	the	two	angels	in	Sodom	in	Genesis	19).	To	appease	the	
wicked	men,	the	Levite	gives	them	his	concubine,	and	then	the	Benjamites	ravenously	
devour	their	prey,	an	innocent	woman.	When	the	Levite	sees	she	is	dead	by	their	
wickedness,	he	took	a	knife	and	laid	hold	of	his	concubine	and	cut	her	in	twelve	pieces,	limb	
by	limb,	and	sent	her	throughout	the	territory	of	Israel.	30	All	who	saw	it	said,	"Nothing	like	
this	has	ever	happened	or	been	seen	from	the	day	when	the	sons	of	Israel	came	up	from	the	
land	of	Egypt	to	this	day.	Consider	it,	take	counsel	and	speak	up!"	(Judges	19:29-30).		
	
This	radical	summons	for	justice	from	the	Levite	arouses	the	nation	of	Israel	to	make	a	
demand:	"Now	then,	deliver	up	the	men,	the	worthless	fellows	in	Gibeah,	that	we	may	put	
them	to	death	and	remove	this	wickedness	from	Israel."	But	the	sons	of	Benjamin	would	not	
listen	to	the	voice	of	their	brothers,	the	sons	of	Israel.	14	The	sons	of	Benjamin	gathered	
from	the	cities	to	Gibeah,	to	go	out	to	battle	against	the	sons	of	Israel.	15	From	the	cities	on	
that	day	the	sons	of	Benjamin	were	numbered,	26,000	men	who	draw	the	sword,	besides	the	
inhabitants	of	Gibeah	who	were	numbered,	700	choice	men.	16	Out	of	all	these	people	700	
choice	men	were	left-handed;	each	one	could	sling	a	stone	at	a	hair	and	not	miss.	17	
Then	the	men	of	Israel	besides	Benjamin	were	numbered,	400,000	men	who	draw	the	sword;	
all	these	were	men	of	war	(Judges	20:13-17).	The	men	of	Benjamin	refuse	to	hand	over	the	
criminals,	and	although	greatly	outnumbered,	they	fight	their	countryman	of	Israel	almost	
to	extinction	-	their	number	dwindles	to	about	600	men.	An	interesting	note	is	the	



	 3	

advantage	of	their	left-handedness	in	battle,	which	forms	an	interesting	irony	for	the	tribe	
named	‘the	son	of	my	right	hand’.	
	
But	wait,	there	is	more.	Now	the	men	of	Israel	had	sworn	in	Mizpah,	saying,	"None	of	us	shall	
give	his	daughter	to	Benjamin	in	marriage."	...	3	They	said,	"Why,	O	LORD,	God	of	Israel,	has	
this	come	about	in	Israel,	so	that	one	tribe	should	be	missing	today	in	Israel?"...	7	"What	shall	
we	do	for	wives	for	those	who	are	left,	since	we	have	sworn	by	the	LORD	not	to	give	them	any	
of	our	daughters	in	marriage?"	(Judges	21:1,	3,	7).	The	men	of	Israel	make	a	rash	vow	and	
afterwards,	when	they	realize	it	means	the	extermination	of	Benjamin,	weep	bitterly	and	
question	the	Lord!	Their	dedication	to	keep	a	man-made	vow	drives	them	to	more	sin	
rather	than	humbly	confessing	their	mistake	–	all	in	the	name	of	‘Devotion	to	the	Lord!”		
	
Their	bizarre	solution	to	‘save’	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	is	the	Israelites	slaughter	all	the	men	
and	married	women	of	Jabesh-Gilead	(because	the	town	skipped	a	religious	gathering),	
then	direct	the	600	Benjamite	men	to	marry	the	surviving	young	virgins	of	the	town.	When	
there	are	still	some	eligible	bachelors,	the	Israelites	continue	to	protect	their	vow	to	not	
have	their	daughters	marry	into	the	tribe	but	suggest	you	shall	come	out	of	the	vineyards	
and	each	of	you	shall	catch	his	wife	from	the	daughters	of	Shiloh,	and	go	to	the	land	of	
Benjamin.	22	"It	shall	come	about,	when	their	fathers	or	their	brothers	come	to	complain	
to	us,	that	we	shall	say	to	them,	'Give	them	to	us	voluntarily,	because	we	did	not	take	for	
each	man	of	Benjamin	a	wife	in	battle,	nor	did	you	give	them	to	them,	else	you	would	
now	be	guilty.'"	23	The	sons	of	Benjamin	did	so,	and	took	wives	according	to	their	number	
from	those	who	danced,	whom	they	carried	away.	And	they	went	and	returned	to	their	
inheritance	and	rebuilt	the	cities	and	lived	in	them.	25	In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	
Israel;	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes	(Judges	21:21-25).	So,	after	fighting	their	
countrymen	to	the	brink	of	extinction,	the	few	remaining	men	of	Benjamin	agree	to	find	
wives	from	among	either	orphaned	girls	whose	parents	have	been	of	innocently	slain	or	
kidnapped	maidens	dancing	at	a	festival!	Jacob	has	rightly	predicted	that	“Benjamin	is	a	
ravenous	wolf;	in	the	morning	he	devours	the	prey.	
	
There	are	examples	of	Benjamites	hunting	and	defeating	the	enemies	of	the	Lord,	such	as	
Ehud	the	judge	who	uses	his	left-handedness	to	slyly	slaughter	Eglon,	the	obese	king	of	
Moab,	which	halts	that	nation’s	long	oppression	of	Israel	for	80	years	(Judges	3:112-4:1).	
During	the	time	of	David,	Elhanan	kills	the	brother	of	Goliath	the	Gittite,	the	shaft	of	whose	
spear	was	like	a	weaver’s	beam	(2	Sam.	21:19).	Another	is	Jonathan	-	the	son	of	Israel’s	first	
King,	Saul	and	the	best	friend	of	David	-	a	great	warrior	like	his	father,	but	relies	upon	the	
Lord	as	he	fights	his	battles,	rather	than	gaining	glory	and	revenge	for	himself	(1Sam	14).	
Jonathan’s	father	Saul	and	his	grandfather	Kish	are	equally	renown	in	the	Old	Testament.	
Now	there	was	a	man	of	Benjamin	whose	name	was	Kish,	the	son	of	a	Benjamite,	a	mighty	
man	of	valor.	2	He	had	a	son	whose	name	was	Saul,	and	there	was	not	a	more	handsome	
person	than	he	among	the	sons	of	Israel;	from	his	shoulders	and	up	he	was	taller	than	any	of	
the	people	(1Sa	9:1-2).	King	Saul	distinguishes	himself	as	a	ferocious	warrior	and	ruler	with	
an	intensity	of	a	ravenous	wolf	evident	to	all,	especially	his	enemies.	
	
After	Saul	is	anointed	king,	the	town	of	Jabesh-Gilead	(town	that	‘provided’	virgin	wives	to	
the	outcast	men	of	Benjamin)	begs	for	his	help	to	fight	off	the	Ammorites.	His	response	is	
immediate	and	intense:	Then	the	Spirit	of	God	came	upon	Saul	mightily	when	he	heard	these	
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words,	and	he	became	very	angry.	7	He	took	a	yoke	of	oxen	and	cut	them	in	pieces,	and	
sent	them	throughout	the	territory	of	Israel	by	the	hand	of	messengers,	saying,	"Whoever	
does	not	come	out	after	Saul	and	after	Samuel,	so	shall	it	be	done	to	his	oxen."	Then	the	dread	
of	the	LORD	fell	on	the	people,	and	they	came	out	as	one	man.	Saul	and	his	army	soundly	
repel	the	enemy	and	rescue	the	town,	and	soon	establishes	his	reputation	as	a	ferocious	
ruler:	Now	when	Saul	had	taken	the	kingdom	over	Israel,	he	fought	against	all	his	enemies	on	
every	side,	against	Moab,	the	sons	of	Ammon,	Edom,	the	kings	of	Zobah,	and	the	Philistines;	
and	wherever	he	turned,	he	inflicted	punishment	(1Sa	11:6-7;	14:47).	
	
The	cousin	and	the	general	of	King	Saul,	Abner,	is	another	Benjamite	known	for	his	tenacity	
in	pursuing	his	enemies	until	they	are	crushed.	He	viciously	pursues	and	cuts	down	Asahel	
(relative	of	David’s)	but	later	is	killed	by	Joab	(2	Sam.	2:23;	3:30).	After	Saul’s	death,	he	
leads	a	rebellion	against	King	David	to	put	Ish-bosheth,	surviving	son	of	Saul,	on	the	throne	
(2	Sam.	2).	Another	from	the	tribe	is	Shimei,	who	curses	and	hurls	stones	at	the	humiliated	
King	David	as	he	flees	Jerusalem	to	escape	his	son	Absalom,	but	is	executed	by	Solomon	(2	
Sam.	16:5-14;	1	Ki.	2:8.9).	These	men	use	their	zeal	for	their	own	glory	and	revenge,	and	
ultimately	are	destroyed	by	it.	
	

And	in	the	evening	he	divides	the	spoil	
	
In	contrast	to	Jacob’s	prophecy,	Moses	predicts	blessing	and	security	for	the	tribe	in	
Deuteronomy	33:12	Of	Benjamin	he	said,	“May	the	beloved	of	the	LORD	dwell	in	security	by	
Him,	Who	shields	him	all	the	day,	And	he	dwells	between	His	shoulders.”	Some	commentators	
believe	the	‘dwells	between	His	shoulders’	refers	to	Benjamin	possessing	the	capital	city	of	
Jerusalem	and	its	importance	in	worship.	Two	shining	examples	from	the	tribe	are	Esther	
and	Mordecai,	who	carefully	approach	the	king	of	Persia	to	expose	the	evil	decree	of	Haman	
designed	to	annihilate	the	Jews,	and	then,	expectantly	wait	upon	the	Lord	as	they	defend	
themselves,	and	in	the	evening	divide	the	spoil,	or	celebrate	their	deliverance	(Esther	7,	9).			
	
There	is	one	more	descendant	of	Benjamin,	perhaps	the	greatest	of	all,	who	combines	both	
the	wolf-like	viciousness	zeal	against	his	enemies	and	the	unswerving	dedication	to	His	
Lord	–	Saul	of	Tarsus,	later	known	by	his	Roman	name	Paul.	Paul	writes	of	himself,	“For	I	
too	am	an	Israelite,	a	descendant	of	Abraham,	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin…	that	I	lived	as	a	
Pharisee	according	to	the	strictest	sect	of	our	religion.		(Rom	11:1;	Acts	26:5).	William	
Varner	aptly	describes	him,	“If	ever	there	appeared	on	the	pages	of	the	Bible	a	prime	
example	of	a	ferocious	Benjamite	wolf,	it	was	this	citizen	of	Tarsus	who	had	boasted	so	
proudly	of	his	Pharisaic	fervor	and	devotion	to	the	traditions	of	his	forefathers.	His	blind	
zeal	was	such	that	he	attacked	his	own	brethren	who	were	following	the	Nazarene	Messiah.	
This	“wolf”	tore	in	pieces	the	followers	of	Jesus	until	his	activities	were	brought	to	a	halt	by	
the	very	One	he	was	persecuting.	From	that	day	on,	Saul	was	radically	different.	His	zeal,	
however,	did	not	abate	–	rather	it	was	channeled	in	a	positive,	God-honoring	direction.	
Instead	of	attacking	the	followers	of	the	Lord,	he	spent	the	rest	of	his	earthly	life	assaulting	
the	citadels	of	Satan!“(Varner,	page	65-66).	Saul,	a	son	of	Benjamin,	is	‘a	ravenous	wolf;	in	
the	morning	he	devours	prey,	and	in	the	evening	he	divides	the	spoil’.	Discussion	groups	
will	examine	his	significant	life.		
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Jacob’s	Death,	Burial,	and	Legacy:	
	
As	the	aged	father	finishes	his	blessing	on	Benjamin,	he	concludes	his	prophetic	words	for	
the	twelve	sons	of	Israel	and	has	one	last	request:	"I	am	about	to	be	gathered	to	my	people;	
bury	me	with	my	fathers	in	the	cave	that	is	in	the	field	of	Ephron	the	Hittite,	in	the	cave	that	is	
in	the	field	of	Machpelah,	which	is	before	Mamre,	in	the	land	of	Canaan,	which	Abraham	
bought	along	with	the	field	from	Ephron	the	Hittite	for	a	burial	site.	"There	they	buried	
Abraham	and	his	wife	Sarah,	there	they	buried	Isaac	and	his	wife	Rebekah,	and	there	I	buried	
Leah—(Genesis	49:29-33).	His	sons	honor	his	request	and	return	to	Canaan	to	bury	him	in	
hallowed	ground	-	the	first	piece	of	land	owned	by	Abraham	-	the	final	resting	place	for	the	
patriarchs	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	now	Jacob,	whose	burial	finally	achieves	his	wife	Leah’s	
lifelong	wish	to	be	close	to	her	husband.	
	
Summary:	Genesis	49:1-	33	
Then	Jacob	summoned	his	sons	and	said,	"Assemble	yourselves	that	I	may	tell	you	what	will	
befall	you	in	the	days	to	come.	2	"Gather	together	and	hear,	O	sons	of	Jacob;	And	listen	to	
Israel	your	father.		

•	“Reuben,	you	are	my	firstborn”,	who	forfeits	his	pre-eminence	to	Judah	and	his	birthright	
to	Joseph	because	of	weakness	of	will	and	lack	of	self-control.	Reuben	plays	a	minor	roll	in	
Jewish	history.	
•	“Simeon	and	Levi	are	full	brothers”	in	violence,	neither	tribe	receiving	its	own	territory.	

•	“Judah,	the	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah”	is	to	be	praised	and	enjoys	pre-eminence	over	his	
brothers	and	will	exercise	royal	rulership	forever,	when	Messiah	comes.		
•	“Zebulun	will	dwell	at	the	seashore”,	benefitting	from	the	sea;	a	major	part	of	the	
Messiah’s	ministry	occurs	in	his	territory.	
•	“Issachar	is	a	strong	donkey”,	carrying	burdens	in	commerce	and	in	battle.	

•	“Dan	is	a	serpent”,	fighting	with	guerrilla	war	tactics	and	struggling	with	idolatry.	But,	
salvation	will	eventually	come	to	Dan	and	all	the	tribes	when	the	Messiah	comes.		
•	“Gad,	raiders	shall	raid	him”,	but	will	eventually	defeat	his	enemies.	

•	“Asher,	his	food	shall	be	rich”,	producing	plentifully	from	the	land,	especially	olive	oil.	

•	“Naphtali	is	a	female	deer”,	running	effortlessly	and	having	the	gift	of	refined	words.	
•	“Joseph	is	a	fruitful	tree”,	though	persecuted	proves	faithful	to	the	Mighty	One	of	Jacob,	
the	Shepherd,	the	Stone	of	Israel,	and	the	Almighty	will	bless	him	above	Abraham,	Isaac,	
and	even	Jacob.	He	is	the	prince	among	his	brothers.		

•	“Benjamin	is	a	ravenous	wolf”,	characterized	by	warlike	behavior,	usually	victorious,	and	
so	successful,	he	shares	the	spoil.		
	
All	these	are	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel,	and	this	is	what	their	father	said	to	them	when	he	
blessed	them.	He	blessed	them,	every	one	with	the	blessing	appropriate	to	him.	Given	through	
the	inspiration	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Israel	uses	his	final	moments	to	bestow	insights	into	the	
ancestry	of	the	Jewish	people,	instruct	us	on	the	marvelous	prophetic	accuracy	of	the	Word	
of	God,	and	also	to	provide	lessons	on	virtues	to	imitate	and	mistakes	to	avoid	in	our	lives	
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of	faith.	His	words	leave	a	beautiful	example	of	the	unending	kindness,	faithfulness,	and	
care	from	the	hands	of	the	Mighty	One	of	Jacob,	the	Shepherd,	the	Stone	of	Israel,	the	God	of	
your	father,	the	Almighty	who	blesses	you	with	blessings.	
	
Ending	Prayer:	Using	the	beautiful	words	of	the	famous	Benjamite	Paul	–	who,	in	the	
morning	of	his	day,	devoured	the	prey	as	a	persecutor,	but	in	the	evening	divided	the	spoil	as	a	
preacher;	he	shared	the	blessings	of	Judah’s	lion,	and	assisted	in	his	victories	(Matthew	Henry,	
page	72)	-	every	sinner	saved	by	Jesus	Christ	can	proclaim	this	prayer	of	thanksgiving	and	
praise:	I	thank	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord,	who	has	strengthened	me,	because	He	considered	me	
faithful,	putting	me	into	service,	13	even	though	I	was	formerly	a	blasphemer	and	a	
persecutor	and	a	violent	aggressor.	Yet	I	was	shown	mercy	because	I	acted	ignorantly	in	
unbelief;	14	and	the	grace	of	our	Lord	was	more	than	abundant,	with	the	faith	and	love	which	
are	found	in	Christ	Jesus.	15	It	is	a	trustworthy	statement,	deserving	full	acceptance,	that	
Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners,	among	whom	I	am	foremost	of	all.	16	Yet	for	
this	reason	I	found	mercy,	so	that	in	me	as	the	foremost,	Jesus	Christ	might	demonstrate	His	
perfect	patience	as	an	example	for	those	who	would	believe	in	Him	for	eternal	life.	17	Now	to	
the	King	eternal,	immortal,	invisible,	the	only	God,	be	honor	and	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.	
1Timothy	1:12-17	
	
Group	discussions:	Saul	the	Apostle	known	as	Paul	
Saul’s	Training:	Pharisee	
Phil	3:4-6	although	I	myself	might	have	confidence	even	in	the	flesh.	If	anyone	else	has	a	mind	
to	put	confidence	in	the	flesh,	I	far	more:	5	circumcised	the	eighth	day,	of	the	nation	of	Israel,	
of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin,	a	Hebrew	of	Hebrews;	as	to	the	Law,	a	Pharisee;	6	as	to	zeal,	a	
persecutor	of	the	church;	as	to	the	righteousness	which	is	in	the	Law,	found	blameless.	

1.	What	credentials	does	Paul	cite	to	give	him	credibility	before	the	Jews	he	is	sharing	the	
gospel	of	Jesus?	Discuss	the	significance	from	the	tribe	of	Benjamin,	youngest	and	a	favorite	
son	of	Jacob	–	is	this	a	minor	or	major	tribe	do	you	think?	
	
	
Saul’s	Persecution	of	Christians:	Ravenous	Wolf	
When	council	of	Jewish	leaders	(Saul	is	a	member)	and	the	high	priest	hear	Stephen	preach	
the	gospel	of	Jesus	in	his	great,	and	last,	sermon,	it	infuriates	them.	Act	7:54,	57-59	
54	Now	when	they	heard	this,	they	were	cut	to	the	quick,	and	they	began	gnashing	their	teeth	
at	him.	...	57	But	they	cried	out	with	a	loud	voice,	and	covered	their	ears	and	rushed	at	him	
with	one	impulse.	58	When	they	had	driven	him	out	of	the	city,	they	began	stoning	him;	and	
the	witnesses	laid	aside	their	robes	at	the	feet	of	a	young	man	named	Saul.	59	They	went	on	
stoning	Stephen	as	he	called	on	the	Lord	and	said,	"Lord	Jesus,	receive	my	spirit!"	
2.	What	is	Paul’s	involvement	in	the	execution	of	Stephen?	
	
	
Saul	was	in	hearty	agreement	with	putting	him	to	death.	And	on	that	day	a	great	persecution	
began	against	the	church	in	Jerusalem,	and	they	were	all	scattered	throughout	the	regions	of	
Judea	and	Samaria,	except	the	apostles.	2	Some	devout	men	buried	Stephen,	and	made	loud	
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lamentation	over	him.	3	But	Saul	began	ravaging	the	church,	entering	house	after	house,	and	
dragging	off	men	and	women,	he	would	put	them	in	prison	Act	8:1-3.	
3.	What	does	Saul	do	to	the	church	in	Jerusalem?	What	is	the	result	–is	this	bad	or	good?	
	
	
Now	Saul,	still	breathing	threats	and	murder	against	the	disciples	of	the	Lord,	went	to	the	
high	priest,	2	and	asked	for	letters	from	him	to	the	synagogues	at	Damascus,	so	that	if	he	
found	any	belonging	to	the	Way,	both	men	and	women,	he	might	bring	them	bound	to	
Jerusalem.	3	As	he	was	traveling,	it	happened	that	he	was	approaching	Damascus,	and	
suddenly	a	light	from	heaven	flashed	around	him;	4	and	he	fell	to	the	ground	and	heard	a	
voice	saying	to	him,	"Saul,	Saul,	why	are	you	persecuting	Me?"	5	And	he	said,	"Who	are	You,	
Lord?"	And	He	said,	"I	am	Jesus	whom	you	are	persecuting,	...	15	But	the	Lord	said	to	him	
[Ananias,	who	God	sends	to	help	Saul],	"Go,	for	he	[Saul]	is	a	chosen	instrument	of	Mine,	to	
bear	My	name	before	the	Gentiles	and	kings	and	the	sons	of	Israel;	16	for	I	will	show	him	how	
much	he	must	suffer	for	My	name's	sake."	Act	9:1-5,	15-16	
4.	Who	confronts	Saul	about	his	threats	and	murder?		
	
	
5.	What	is	Saul’s	new	assignment?	How	do	we	benefit	from	it	(assuming	we	are	Gentiles)?	
	
	
9	"So	then,	I	thought	to	myself	that	I	had	to	do	many	things	hostile	to	the	name	of	Jesus	of	
Nazareth.	10	"And	this	is	just	what	I	did	in	Jerusalem;	not	only	did	I	lock	up	many	of	the	saints	
in	prisons,	having	received	authority	from	the	chief	priests,	but	also	when	they	were	being	put	
to	death	I	cast	my	vote	against	them.	11	"And	as	I	punished	them	often	in	all	the	synagogues,	I	
tried	to	force	them	to	blaspheme;	and	being	furiously	enraged	at	them,	I	kept	pursuing	them	
even	to	foreign	cities.	Acts	26:	9-11	

6.	Later	in	life,	how	does	Paul	describe	his	ferocious	opposition	to	the	followers	of	Jesus	of	
Nazareth?	Discuss	why	you	think	he	fought	them	so	viciously	(who	was	being	dishonored,	
in	Saul’s	view)?		
	
	
"So	then,	all	Jews	know	my	manner	of	life	from	my	youth	up,	which	from	the	beginning	was	
spent	among	my	own	nation	and	at	Jerusalem…	that	I	lived	as	a	Pharisee	according	to	the	
strictest	sect	of	our	religion.	6	"And	now	I	am	standing	trial	for	the	hope	of	the	promise	made	
by	God	to	our	fathers;	7	the	promise	to	which	our	twelve	tribes	hope	to	attain,	as	they	
earnestly	serve	God	night	and	day.	And	for	this	hope,	O	King,	I	am	being	accused	by	Jews.	8	
"Why	is	it	considered	incredible	among	you	people	if	God	does	raise	the	dead?	Act	26:4-11	
7.	Discuss	your	thoughts	about	his	zeal	for	the	Lord	–	is	it	fundamentally	changed	when	he	
becomes	a	follower	of	Jesus	or	directed	to	a	different	goal?	
	
	
8.	Do	you	have	zeal	for	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	in	your	life?		If	yes,	how	is	your	zeal	manifested	
–	what	does	it	look	like?	If	no,	how	can	you	develop	it?	
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Paul’s	Ministry:	2	Timothy	3:10-17:		
10	Now	you	followed	my	teaching,	conduct,	purpose,	faith,	patience,	love,	perseverance,	11	
persecutions,	and	sufferings,	such	as	happened	to	me	at	Antioch,	at	Iconium	and	at	Lystra;	
what	persecutions	I	endured,	and	out	of	them	all	the	Lord	rescued	me!	12	Indeed,	all	who	
desire	to	live	godly	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted.	13	But	evil	men	and	impostors	will	
proceed	from	bad	to	worse,	deceiving	and	being	deceived.	14	You,	however,	continue	in	the	
things	you	have	learned	and	become	convinced	of,	knowing	from	whom	you	have	learned	
them,	15	and	that	from	childhood	you	have	known	the	sacred	writings	which	are	able	to	
give	you	the	wisdom	that	leads	to	salvation	through	faith	which	is	in	Christ	Jesus.	16	All	
Scripture	is	inspired	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	for	
training	in	righteousness;	17	so	that	the	man	of	God	may	be	adequate,	equipped	for	every	
good	work.	
9.	What	is	Paul’s	motivation		(also	for	Timothy	and	us)	to	keep	on	fighting	for	the	gospel	of	
Jesus?	What	is	the	key	ingredient	to	continue	working	for	God?	
	
	
Paul’s	Death	
But	whatever	things	were	gain	to	me,	those	things	I	have	counted	as	loss	for	the	sake	of	Christ.	
8	More	than	that,	I	count	all	things	to	be	loss	in	view	of	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	Christ	
Jesus	my	Lord,	for	whom	I	have	suffered	the	loss	of	all	things,	and	count	them	but	rubbish	so	
that	I	may	gain	Christ,	9	and	may	be	found	in	Him,	not	having	a	righteousness	of	my	own	
derived	from	the	Law,	but	that	which	is	through	faith	in	Christ,	the	righteousness	which	
comes	from	God	on	the	basis	of	faith,	10	that	I	may	know	Him	and	the	power	of	His	
resurrection	and	the	fellowship	of	His	sufferings,	being	conformed	to	His	death;	11	in	order	
that	I	may	attain	to	the	resurrection	from	the	dead.	Philippians	3:7-11	
10.	What	role	does	Paul’s	training	as	Pharisee	play	in	his	current	ministry	–	was	it	a	waste,	
or	was	it	useful	for	his	role	as	a	missionary?	
	
	
	
6	For	I	am	already	being	poured	out	as	a	drink	offering,	and	the	time	of	my	departure	has	
come.	7	I	have	fought	the	good	fight,	I	have	finished	the	course,	I	have	kept	the	faith;	8	in	the	
future	there	is	laid	up	for	me	the	crown	of	righteousness,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	Judge,	
will	award	to	me	on	that	day;	and	not	only	to	me,	but	also	to	all	who	have	loved	His	
appearing.	2	Timothy	4:6-8	

11.	As	Paul	prepares	to	die,	does	he	change	his	focus	and	behavior?	How	can	we	imitate	
Paul	–	his	ministry,	his	zeal,	his	endurance	to	the	end?		
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