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Refine	Women’s	Ministry	
Genesis	49	Jacob’s	Dozen:	Simeon	and	Levi		
Lesson	4:	February	12,	2020	by	Kim	Peelen	

	
Brethren,	my	[Paul]	heart's	desire	and	my	prayer	to	God	for	them	is	for	their	salvation.	2	For	I	testify	about	them	

that	they	have	a	zeal	for	God,	but	not	in	accordance	with	knowledge.	3	For	not	knowing	about	God's	
righteousness	and	seeking	to	establish	their	own,	they	did	not	subject	themselves	to	the	righteousness	of	God.	4	

For	Christ	is	the	end	of	the	law	for	righteousness	to	everyone	who	believes.	Romans	10:1-4	
	
Genesis	49	is	our	text	as	we	study	Jacob’s	prophetic,	final	words	of	blessing	on	his	sons,	the	
twelve	tribes	of	Israel.	He	begins	with	Reuben,	who	as	the	firstborn	son	expects	the	family	
birthright	and	blessing,	but	instead	his	father	reveals	a	20-year-old	sin	of	lust	and	declares	
him	uncontrolled	as	water	and	in	the	future,	shall	not	have	preeminence	(v.	4).	Reuben	
thought	his	father	would	never	hear	of	his	adultery	with	Bilhah,	but	“those	that	promise	
themselves	secrecy	in	sin,	are	generally	disappointed”	Matthew	Henry.	Psalm	90:8	
declares,	You	have	placed	our	iniquities	before	You,	Our	secret	sin	in	the	light	of	Your	
presence.	It	is	not	the	committing	of	sin	that	disqualifies,	but	the	lack	of	repentance	and	
agreement	with	God	and	His	commands	that	guarantees	God’s	wrath.		He	who	conceals	his	
transgressions	will	not	prosper,	But	he	who	confesses	and	forsakes	them	will	find	compassion	
Proverbs	28:13.	The	tribe	of	Reuben’s	history	fulfills	Jacob’s	prophecy,	as	it	dwindles	in	
number	and	its	most	(in)famous	persons	Dathan	and	Abiram	are	leaders	in	the	disastrous	
rebellion	of	Korah	(No.	16)	rather	than	producing	any	prophet,	military	leader,	or	judge.		
	
After	Reuben,	Father	Jacob	addresses	Simeon	and	Levi,	his	second	and	third	sons	by	Leah.	
	

Simeon	and	Levi	are	brothers;	
Their	swords	are	implements	of	violence.		

“Let	my	soul	not	enter	into	their	council;	Let	not	my	glory	be	united	with	their	assembly;	
Because	in	their	anger	they	slew	men,	And	in	their	self-will	they	lamed	oxen.	

“Cursed	be	their	anger,	for	it	is	fierce;	And	their	wrath,	for	it	is	cruel.	
I	will	disperse	them	in	Jacob,And	scatter	them	in	Israel.	Genesis	49:5-7	

	
‘Simeon	and	Levi	are	Brothers’	

	
Leah	prays	to	the	LORD	as	she	names	her	sons,	expressing	her	hope	that	Jacob	will	turn	his	
hatred	into	love	for	her:	Then	she	conceived	again	and	bore	a	son	and	said,	"Because	the	
LORD	has	heard	that	I	am	unloved	[hated],	He	has	therefore	given	me	this	son	also."	So	she	
named	him	Simeon.	34	She	conceived	again	and	bore	a	son	and	said,	"Now	this	time	my	
husband	will	become	attached	[joined]	to	me,	because	I	have	borne	him	three	sons."	
Therefore	he	was	named	Levi.	Gen.	29:	33,	34.	Simeon	(or	Shimon)	means	‘hear’	in	Hebrew;	
Leah	knows	the	LORD	has	heard	her	prayers	and	has	answered	them	by	giving	her	another	
son.	Additionally,	when	Levi	(meaning	attached	or	joined)	arrives,	she	acknowledges	the	
LORD’s	kindness	and	continues	to	hope	that	her	third	son	will	join	her	to	Jacob.	Leah’s	
despair	and	rejection	by	Jacob	continues;	yet	she	faithfully	begs	the	LORD	to	rescue	her	and	
repair	her	broken	marriage	and	uses	her	sons’	names	to	declare	her	reliance	on	God	–	and	
to	remind	Jacob	of	her	desire	to	be	loved	by	him.	
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Jacob	declares	that	Simeon	and	Levi	are	brothers,	which,	obviously	all	12	sons	are,	so	there	
is	more	to	this	statement	than	the	biology.	These	two	are	joined	in	their	outlook,	interests,	
and	actions;	they	are	partners.	Their	most	famous	partnership	involves	a	ghastly	episode,	
which	is	what	Jacob	spends	the	remainder	of	his	words	condemning.	
	

‘Their	swords	are	implements	of	violence’	
Slaughter	in	Shechem	–	Genesis	33:17	–	35:3	

	
Now	Jacob	came	safely	to	the	city	of	Shechem,	which	is	in	the	land	of	Canaan,	when	he	came	
from	Paddan-aram,	and	camped	before	the	city.	19	He	bought	the	piece	of	land	where	he	had	
pitched	his	tent	from	the	hand	of	the	sons	of	Hamor,	Shechem's	father,	for	one	hundred	pieces	
of	money.	20	Then	he	erected	there	an	altar	and	called	it	El-Elohe-Israel.	Genesis	33:18	–	20.	
	
As	Jacob	and	his	large	family	of	wives	and	children	relocate	from	Abraham’s	country,	he	
settles	in	the	land	of	promise,	Canaan,	near	Shechem.	He	buys	some	land	from	the	local	
prince,	Hamor,	and	builds	an	altar.	Jacob’s	actions	seem	routine;	but,	the	land	he	purchases	
is	only	the	second	parcel	legally	owned	by	Abraham’s	line	in	Canaan	–	Abraham	bought	his	
burial	plot	in	Genesis	25:10.	Additionally,	his	altar	includes	his	new	name,	“God,	the	God	of	
Israel”,	his	public	declaration	that	he	worships	The	Mighty	One	and	will	not	join	the	
religion	of	his	neighbors.	No	doubt,	the	inhabitants	noticed	the	new	arrivals.		Tragically,	the	
Canaanites	will	not	soon	forget	these	new	neighbors	and	their	God.	
	

‘Let	my	soul	not	enter	into	their	council;	
	Let	not	my	glory	be	united	with	their	assembly’	

	
1	Now	Dinah	the	daughter	of	Leah,	whom	she	had	borne	to	Jacob,	went	out	to	visit	the	
daughters	of	the	land.	2	When	Shechem	the	son	of	Hamor	the	Hivite,	the	prince	of	the	land,	
saw	her,	he	took	her	and	lay	with	her	by	force.	...	5	Now	Jacob	heard	that	he	had	defiled	Dinah	
his	daughter;	but	his	sons	were	with	his	livestock	in	the	field,	so	Jacob	kept	silent	until	they	
came	in.	...	Genesis	34:	1,	2,	5	
	
Dinah	is	the	daughter	of	Leah	and	sister	of	Reuben,	Simeon,	Levi,	Judah,	Issachar,	and	
Zebulun	(born	after	Zebulun	Genesis	30:21).	Her	family	has	relocated	to	this	new	land	with	
foreign	customs	and	religion,	and	she	wants	to	experience	it	for	herself.	Matthew	Henry	
describes	Dinah:	“her	pretense	was,	to	see	the	daughters	of	the	land,	to	see	how	they	
dressed,	and	how	they	danced,	and	what	was	fashionable	among	them;	she	went	to	see,	yet	
that	was	not	all,	she	went	to	be	seen	too.	She	went	to	get	acquaintance	with	the	Canaanites,	
and	to	learn	their	ways.	See	what	came	of	Dinah’s	gadding.	The	beginning	of	sin	is	as	the	
letting	forth	of	water.	How	great	a	matter	does	a	little	fire	kindle!	We	should	avoid	all	
occasions	of	sin	and	approaches	to	it	(emphasis	mine).”	One	can	infer	that	she	believes	
she	is	an	‘empowered	woman’,	strong	and	able	to	control	herself	in	all	situations,	because	
she	apparently	visits	alone,	unchaperoned	and	unprotected.	But	she	is	not	able,	or	possibly	
not	willing,	to	refuse	the	seduction	of	powerful	local	prince	Shechem.	Does	this	sound	like	
today?	Women	who	by	their	dress,	their	whereabouts,	their	toying	with	inappropriate	
situations,	declare	that	they	are	without	fault	when	men	interpret	their	signals	as	inviting	
seduction.	Just	like	with	Dinah,	“young	people	need	to	be	warned	of	their	own	ignorance,	
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and	the	flattery	and	artifices	of	designing,	wicked	people,	who	are	ever	laying	snares	for	
them,	expose	them	to	great	danger.	They	are	their	own	enemies	if	they	desire	to	go	abroad,	
especially	alone,	among	strangers	to	true	religion.”	Matthew	Henry	p.	54.		
	
Dinah’s	foolish	actions	do	not	in	any	way	excuse	Shechem’s	violation;	he	is	guilty	of	a	great	
crime	even	though	he	expresses	his	love	and	desire	to	marry	her	afterwards.	Jacob	hears	of	
Dinah’s	shame,	but	waits	to	discuss	it	until	his	sons	return	from	the	field.	Unfortunately,	his	
sons	do	not	wait	for	counsel	(of	father	or	of	God),	but	devise	their	own	wicked	revenge	and	
knowingly	deceive	the	Canaanites	into	being	circumcised.	As	Jacob	recalls	this	cruel	event,	
he	completely	distances	himself	from	their	violent	slaughter	of	the	Shechemites.	
	

‘Because	in	their	anger	they	slew	men,	And	in	their	self-will	they	lamed	oxen’	
	
7	Now	the	sons	of	Jacob	came	in	from	the	field	when	they	heard	it;	and	the	men	were	grieved,	
and	they	were	very	angry	because	he	had	done	a	disgraceful	thing	in	Israel	by	lying	with	
Jacob's	daughter,	for	such	a	thing	ought	not	to	be	done.	...	25	Now	it	came	about	on	the	third	
day,	when	they	were	in	pain,	that	two	of	Jacob's	sons,	Simeon	and	Levi,	Dinah's	brothers,	each	
took	his	sword	and	came	upon	the	city	unawares,	and	killed	every	male.	26	They	killed	Hamor	
and	his	son	Shechem	with	the	edge	of	the	sword,	and	took	Dinah	from	Shechem's	house,	and	
went	forth.	27	Jacob's	sons	came	upon	the	slain	and	looted	the	city,	because	they	had	defiled	
their	sister.	28	They	took	their	flocks	and	their	herds	and	their	donkeys,	and	that	which	was	in	
the	city	and	that	which	was	in	the	field;	29	and	they	captured	and	looted	all	their	wealth	and	
all	their	little	ones	and	their	wives,	even	all	that	was	in	the	houses.		

	
Clearly	Simeon	and	Levi	spearhead	the	barbarity,	but	the	other	brothers	participate	in	
looting	the	town	and	condone	the	slaughter	by	association.	Their	actions	are	outrageous	
and	are	not	justified,	even	though	their	sister	was	violated.	They	(sinners)	have	become	
filled	with	every	kind	of	wickedness,	evil,	greed	and	depravity.	.	.	Although	they	know	God’s	
righteous	decree,	that	those	who	do	such	things	deserve	death,	they	not	only	continue	to	do	
these	very	things,	but	also	approve	of	those	who	practice	them	Romans	1:29,32.	Their	zeal	
for	vengeance	is	ruled	by	uncontrollable	rage,	not	a	desire	for	God’s	righteous	justice	or	to	
defend	His	Name	and	honor;	for	this	they	are	severely	condemned	by	Jacob.	
	

‘Cursed	be	their	anger,	for	it	is	fierce;	And	their	wrath,	for	it	is	cruel’	
	
30	Then	Jacob	said	to	Simeon	and	Levi,	"You	have	brought	trouble	on	me	by	making	me	
odious	among	the	inhabitants	of	the	land,	among	the	Canaanites	and	the	Perizzites;	and	my	
men	being	few	in	number,	they	will	gather	together	against	me	and	attack	me	and	I	will	be	
destroyed,	I	and	my	household."	31	But	they	said,	"Should	he	treat	our	sister	as	a	harlot?"	
	
When	confronted	by	their	father,	Simeon	and	Levi	justify	their	heinous	crime	rather	than	
confess	their	guilt	of	devious	revenge.	It	is	their	lack	of	repentance	not	their	specific	crime	
that	condemns	them.	Now	Jacob’s	family	faces	serious	danger:	his	sons’	slaughter	will	
prompt	severe	retaliation	and	possible	extinction,	breakdown	the	peaceful	relations	with	
the	more	populous	Canaanites,	cause	disrespect	for	Jacob	personally,	and	ruin	the	
reputation	of	the	LORD,	his	God.	How	desperately	Simeon	and	Levi	needed	self-control	and	
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temperance!	Even	more,	they	needed	to	depend	upon	God	rather	than	themselves	to	
execute	the	righteous	judgment	on	Shechem	for	his	sin	against	their	sister.	Matthew	Henry	
concludes,	“but	Simeon	and	Levi	were	most	unrighteous.	Those	who	act	wickedly,	under	
the	pretext	of	religion,	are	the	worst	enemies	of	the	truth,	and	harden	the	hearts	of	many	to	
destruction.	The	crimes	of	others	form	no	excuse	for	us.	Alas!	How	one	sin	leads	on	to	
another;	and	like	flames	of	fire,	spread	desolation	in	every	direction!”	Because	of	this	gross	
sin,	Jacob	pronounces	his	prophecy	on	their	descendants.	

	
‘I	will	disperse	them	in	Jacob,	And	scatter	them	in	Israel’	

	
Neither	Simeon	nor	Levi	will	possess	their	own	portion	of	the	Land	of	Promise,	but	rather,	
will	be	scattered	throughout	the	other	tribal	lands.	The	book	of	Joshua	describes	the	
conquest	of	the	Promised	Land	by	sons	of	Israel	and	the	land	distribution	to	the	tribes.	
	
1	Then	the	second	lot	fell	to	Simeon,	to	the	tribe	of	the	sons	of	Simeon	according	to	their	
families,	and	their	inheritance	was	in	the	midst	of	the	inheritance	of	the	sons	of	Judah.	...	8	and	
all	the	villages	which	were	around	these	cities	as	far	as	Baalath-beer,	Ramah	of	the	Negev.	
This	was	the	inheritance	of	the	tribe	of	the	sons	of	Simeon	according	to	their	families.	9	The	
inheritance	of	the	sons	of	Simeon	was	taken	from	the	portion	of	the	sons	of	Judah,	for	the	
share	of	the	sons	of	Judah	was	too	large	for	them;	so	the	sons	of	Simeon	received	an	
inheritance	in	the	midst	of	Judah's	inheritance.	Joshua	19:1,	8-9	
	
Refer	to	the	map.	Simeon’s	special	allocation	rests	within	Judah	and	includes	17	cities	and	
villages.	William	Varner	explains,	“The	cities	within	Judah	that	were	assigned	to	Simeon	
were	all	in	the	arid	and	barren	region	known	as	the	Negev	–	a	most	inhospitable	area	for	
cultivation	and	the	settled	life.	This	divided	existence,	without	a	centralized	tribal	
organization,	was	an	apt	fulfillment	of	Jacob’s	words,	“I	will	divide	them	in	Jacob,	and	
scatter	them	in	Israel!”	Further	investigation	of	Simeon	reveals	other	interesting	facts.			
	

Tribe	of	Simeon:	Idolatry	of	Baal	of	Peor	
	
Simeon’s	tribal	population	dwindled	during	the	Wilderness	Wanderings,	making	it	the	
smallest	tribe,	with	its	adult	male	numbers	dropping	from	59,300	to	22,200	(No.	1:23	cf	
26:14).	One	scholar	attributes	this	sharp	decline	to	the	men	of	Simeon	being	involved	in	the	
idolatry	of	Baal-peor	(or	Moab	and	Midian)	recorded	in	Numbers	25:1-18:	
	
1	While	Israel	remained	at	Shittim,	the	people	began	to	play	the	harlot	with	the	daughters	of	
Moab.	2	For	they	invited	the	people	to	the	sacrifices	of	their	gods,	and	the	people	ate	and	
bowed	down	to	their	gods.	3	So	Israel	joined	themselves	to	Baal	of	Peor,	and	the	LORD	was	
angry	against	Israel.	4	The	LORD	said	to	Moses,	"Take	all	the	leaders	of	the	people	and	
execute	them	in	broad	daylight	before	the	LORD,	so	that	the	fierce	anger	of	the	LORD	may	
turn	away	from	Israel."…7	When	Phinehas	the	son	of	Eleazar,	the	son	of	Aaron	the	priest,	saw	
it,	he	arose	from	the	midst	of	the	congregation	and	took	a	spear	in	his	hand,	8	and	he	went	
after	the	man	of	Israel	into	the	tent	and	pierced	both	of	them	through,	the	man	of	Israel	and	
the	woman,	through	the	body.	So	the	plague	on	the	sons	of	Israel	was	checked.	9	Those	who	
died	by	the	plague	were	24,000.	...	14	Now	the	name	of	the	slain	man	of	Israel	who	was	slain	
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with	the	Midianite	woman,	was	Zimri	the	son	of	Salu,	a	leader	of	a	father's	household	among	
the	Simeonites.		
	
The	LORD	is	merciful	to	sinners,	but	is	also	holy	and	will	judge	those	who	dishonor	His	
Name.	In	contrast,	Aaron’s	son	Eleazar	(a	Levite)	defends	the	LORD	and	destroys	Zimri,	a	
leader	of	the	tribe	of	Simeon	(and	Midianite	woman),	for	flagrant	false	worship.	Others	die	
as	well,	perhaps	many	of	them	from	Zimri’s	tribe,	resulting	in	a	severe	drop	in	their	
population.	Having	no	repentance,	no	confession,	no	submission	to	God	seals	their	
destruction.	There	are	a	couple	examples	of	faithful	Simeonites	after	Israel	is	divided	under	
Rehoboam	(see	1	Chronicles	4:38-43	and	2	Chronicles	15:9,	34:6).	However,	it	is	clear	by	
their	small	number	and	few	good	examples	that	they	were	scattered	in	Israel.	Further,	
“Jewish	interpreters	have	taken	notice	of	the	history	of	Simeon.	In	Jewish	tradition,	all	poor	
Jews	supposedly	came	from	that	ill-fated	tribe.”	Varner.	A	sad	legacy	for	Israel’s	second	son.	
	

Tribe	of	Levi:	Zeal	for	the	LORD	
	

The	scattering	of	Levi’s	descendants	differs	from	Simeon.	Before	Israel	had	its	first	battle	to	
conquer	Canaan,	the	LORD	determined	Levi’s	inheritance,	2	"Command	the	sons	of	Israel	
that	they	give	to	the	Levites	from	the	inheritance	of	their	possession	cities	to	live	in;	and	you	
shall	give	to	the	Levites	pasture	lands	around	the	cities.	3	"The	cities	shall	be	theirs	to	live	in;	
and	their	pasture	lands	shall	be	for	their	cattle	and	for	their	herds	and	for	all	their	beasts	(No.	
35:1-3).	Levi’s	Promise	Land	allotment	totals	48	cities	donated	by	other	tribes	–	they	are	
literally	dispersed	throughout	the	land	of	Israel.	Although	landless	in	their	inheritance,	Levi	
enjoys	the	highest	honor	in	Israel	because	the	LORD	set	apart	the	tribe	of	Levi	to	carry	the	
ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	LORD,	to	stand	before	the	LORD	to	serve	Him	and	to	bless	in	His	
name	until	this	day.	9	Therefore,	Levi	does	not	have	a	portion	or	inheritance	with	his	brothers;	
the	LORD	is	his	inheritance,	just	as	the	LORD	your	God	spoke	to	him	Deut.	10:8,9.	Also,	the	
priests,	who	offer	the	sacrifices	of	Israel,	are	from	the	Levite	family	of	Aaron.	Thus,	the	tribe	
is	responsible	for	all	aspects	of	worship	to	God	and	is	financially	supported	by	the	tithes	of	
the	people	to	free	them	to	minister	fulltime	before	the	LORD	(Deut.	18:	1-5).	
	
The	final	prophet	of	the	Old	Covenant	praises	the	tribe	of	Levi:	"Then	you	will	know	that	I	
have	sent	this	commandment	to	you,	that	My	covenant	may	continue	with	Levi,"	says	the	
LORD	of	hosts.	5	"My	covenant	with	him	was	one	of	life	and	peace,	and	I	gave	them	to	him	as	
an	object	of	reverence;	so	he	revered	Me	and	stood	in	awe	of	My	name.	Malachi	2:4,5.	Today	
Jewish	people		who	through	oral	tradition	(all	written	records	were	lost	in	AD	70)	can	
claim	they	are	descendants	of	Levi	enjoy	certain	privileges,	such	as	reading	the	Torah	first	
and	blessing	the	congregation	at	the	end	of	service.	How	is	it	that	Jacob’s	prophecy	that	is	a	
curse	to	Simeon	turns	into	a	blessing	to	Levi?		
	
Discussion	Groups	-	The	Golden	Calf	in	Exodus	32:	A	time	to	kill;	A	time	to	heal	
While	Moses	is	meeting	with	The	Lord	on	Mt.	Sinai,	Aaron	leads	the	people	into	great	sin.	
	
7	Then	the	LORD	spoke	to	Moses,	"Go	down	at	once,	for	your	people,	whom	you	brought	up	
from	the	land	of	Egypt,	have	corrupted	themselves.	8	"They	have	quickly	turned	aside	from	
the	way	which	I	commanded	them.	They	have	made	for	themselves	a	molten	calf,	and	have	
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worshiped	it	and	have	sacrificed	to	it	and	said,	'This	is	your	god,	O	Israel,	who	brought	you	up	
from	the	land	of	Egypt!'"		
	
1.	How	does	the	LORD	describe	the	sin	of	the	Israelites?	Does	the	LORD	disclose	to	Moses	
who	led	the	people	to	do	this?	
	
	
9	The	LORD	said	to	Moses,	"I	have	seen	this	people,	and	behold,	they	are	an	obstinate	people.	
10	"Now	then	let	Me	alone,	that	My	anger	may	burn	against	them	and	that	I	may	destroy	
them;	and	I	will	make	of	you	a	great	nation."		
	
2.	What	punishment	does	the	LORD	plan	to	inflict	on	the	people?	What	will	the	LORD	give	
to	Moses?			
	
	
11	Then	Moses	entreated	the	LORD	his	God,	and	said,	"O	LORD,	why	does	Your	anger	burn	
against	Your	people	whom	You	have	brought	out	from	the	land	of	Egypt	with	great	power	
and	with	a	mighty	hand?	12	"Why	should	the	Egyptians	speak,	saying,	'With	evil	intent	He	
brought	them	out	to	kill	them	in	the	mountains	and	to	destroy	them	from	the	face	of	the	
earth'?	Turn	from	Your	burning	anger	and	change	Your	mind	about	doing	harm	to	Your	
people.	13	"Remember	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Israel,	Your	servants	to	whom	You	swore	by	
Yourself,	and	said	to	them,	'I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as	the	stars	of	the	heavens,	and	all	
this	land	of	which	I	have	spoken	I	will	give	to	your	descendants,	and	they	shall	inherit	it	
forever.'"		
	
3.	If	the	LORD	destroys	the	people,	what	will	the	unbelieving	Egyptians	say	about	God?	
	
	
4.	What	promise	does	Moses	declare	to	convince	the	LORD	to	not	destroy	the	sons	of	
Israel?			
	
14	So	the	LORD	changed	His	mind	about	the	harm	which	He	said	He	would	do	to	His	people.	
15	Then	Moses	turned	and	went	down	from	the	mountain	with	the	two	tablets	of	the	
testimony	in	his	hand,	tablets	which	were	written	on	both	sides;	they	were	written	on	one	side	
and	the	other.	16	The	tablets	were	God's	work,	and	the	writing	was	God's	writing	engraved	on	
the	tablets	.	.	.	25	Now	when	Moses	saw	that	the	people	were	out	of	control--for	Aaron	had	let	
them	get	out	of	control	to	be	a	derision	among	their	enemies--	26	then	Moses	stood	in	the	gate	
of	the	camp,	and	said,	"Whoever	is	for	the	LORD,	come	to	me!"	And	all	the	sons	of	Levi	
gathered	together	to	him.		
	
5.	What	does	Moses	demand	of	the	people	when	he	comes	down	from	Mt.	Sinai?	
	
	
6.	Who	responds	to	Moses’	command?	From	what	tribe	is	Aaron?	Do	you	think	the	Levites	
participated	in	worshipping	the	golden	calf	with	the	others?	
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27	He	said	to	them	[Levites],	"Thus	says	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel,	'Every	man	of	you	put	his	
sword	upon	his	thigh,	and	go	back	and	forth	from	gate	to	gate	in	the	camp,	and	kill	every	man	
his	brother,	and	every	man	his	friend,	and	every	man	his	neighbor.'"	28	So	the	sons	of	Levi	did	
as	Moses	instructed,	and	about	three	thousand	men	of	the	people	fell	that	day.	
	
7.	What	does	the	LORD	command	the	Levites	to	do?	Do	they	obey?	How	many	die?	
	
	
29	Then	Moses	said,	"Dedicate	yourselves	today	to	the	LORD--for	every	man	has	been	against	
his	son	and	against	his	brother--in	order	that	He	may	bestow	a	blessing	upon	you	today."		
	
8.	Is	the	LORD	pleased	with	the	sons	of	Levi	for	killing	the	offenders?	Discuss	how	this	
might	relate	to	Levi’s	special	place	in	Israel’s	worship	of	the	LORD.	
	
	
JI	Packer	says,	“God’s	wrath	in	the	Bible	is	never	the	capricious,	self-indulgent,	irritable,		
orally	ignoble	thing	that	human	anger	so	often	is.	It	is,	instead,	a	right	and	necessary	reaction	
to	objective	moral	evil.”	

9.	Contrast	the	‘vengeance’	of	the	Levites	in	the	Golden	Calf	episode	with	the	‘vengeance’	of	
Simeon	and	Levi	against	Shechem:	in	each	situation,	what	was	the	moral	evil?	Who	was	
offended?	Who	decided	the	punishment	and	how	it	was	administered?	Whom	did	the	LORD	
bless	or	condemn	(who	implemented	God’s	Wrath,	not	their	own)?	
	
Summary:	While	Moses	is	communing	face-to-face	with	God	and	receiving	the	special	
instructions	on	how	the	sons	of	Israel	are	to	fear,	serve,	and	cling	to	the	LORD,	Aaron	the	
leader	of	leaders	of	the	tribe	of	Levi	organizes	an	idol	festival	complete	with	golden	statue	
and	sordid	activities.	The	righteous	anger	of	the	LORD	burns	and	almost	destroys	every	
Israelite,	save	Moses.	But	the	LORD’s	servant	cites	the	Abrahamic	covenant’s	promise	of	a	
land,	a	nation,	and	a	blessing	to	halt	the	destruction	of	the	people.	That	is	not	the	end,	
however.	When	Moses	calls	for	the	faithful	to	assemble	around	him,	all	the	sons	of	Levi	
gathered	together	by	him.	This	must	have	included	Aaron,	the	chief	of	sinners	in	this	
situation.	He	turned	from	his	great	sin,	and	walked	to	Moses	to	be	on	the	LORD’s	side.	The	
price	for	their	fidelity?	It	is	a	time	to	kill	the	guilty	with	their	own	hands	as	a	‘right	and	
necessary	reaction	to	the	objective,	moral	evil’	of	unrepentant,	idolatrous	false	worship.	Is	
it	capricious	of	God	to	destroy	such	sinners?	Not	at	all.	"Therefore	I	will	judge	you,	O	house	of	
Israel,	each	according	to	his	conduct,"	declares	the	Lord	GOD.	"Repent	and	turn	away	from	
all	your	transgressions,	so	that	iniquity	may	not	become	a	stumbling	block	to	you.	31	"Cast	
away	from	you	all	your	transgressions	which	you	have	committed	and	make	yourselves	a	
new	heart	and	a	new	spirit!	For	why	will	you	die,	O	house	of	Israel?	32	"For	I	have	no	pleasure	
in	the	death	of	anyone	who	dies,"	declares	the	Lord	GOD.	"Therefore,	repent	and	live"	Ezekiel	
18:30-32.	The	time	to	heal	is	AFTER	repentance	and	submission	to	God.	
	
Is	this	episode	different	from	Simeon	and	Levi’s	slaughter	of	the	men	of	Shechem?	Yes.	
Though	clearly	Shechem	commits	a	serious	crime,	the	brothers’	deceitful	scheme	to	
incapacitate	the	entire	male	population	when	they	willingly	submit	to	the	custom	of	Jacob’s	
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family	in	order	to	‘qualify’	to	marry	his	daughters,	is	sinister.	They	use	the	pretext	of	
religion	for	their	wicked	deed,	become	enemies	of	God’s	truth,	and	soil	God’s	Holy	Name.	
Their	zeal	sought	to	establish	their	personal	righteousness	in	an	unrighteous	cause.	All	this	
was	forgivable	IF	they	confess	their	guilt,	turn	away	from	their	sin,	and	agree	with	God’s	
standard	for	justice.	But	they	did	not	repent	and	there	is	no	healing	from	God.	

But	God	gives	the	brothers	other	chances	to	repent	and	live	in	obedience.	Simeon,	from	all	
accounts	in	the	Scriptures,	does	not	repent	his	sin	and	remains	in	judgment.	Levites,	
however,	demonstrate	zeal	in	a	righteous	cause	as	they	courageously	stand	by	Moses	to	
defend	the	LORD’s	Holy	name	by	cutting	down	the	false	worshipers.	For	turning	away	from	
transgression,	the	LORD	set	them	aside	as	His	representative	before	all	the	Israelites	for	
true	worship.	Deuteronomy	33	records	Moses	blessing	the	Tribes	-	Simeon	is	the	only	tribe	
omitted	completely,	but	sons	of	Levi	receive	the	longest	-	saying	of	Levi:	8"Let	Your	
Thummim	and	Your	Urim	belong	to	Your	godly	man.	.	.	10	"They	shall	teach	Your	ordinances	
to	Jacob,	And	Your	law	to	Israel.	They	shall	put	incense	before	You,	And	whole	burnt	offerings	
on	Your	altar.	O	LORD,	bless	his	substance,	And	accept	the	work	of	his	hands;	Shatter	the	loins	
of	those	who	rise	up	against	him,	And	those	who	hate	him,	so	that	they	will	not	rise	again."		

Simeon	and	Levi	are	brothers,	both	having	zeal	against	the	defilement	of	their	sister.	Sadly,	
their	zeal	is	misdirected	because	it	is	not	for	a	godly	cause	and	their	father	condemns	it.	
One	son,	Simeon,	remains	defiant	to	his	father’s	rebuke	and	his	tribe	becomes	insignificant	
in	the	LORD’s	work.	The	other	son,	Levi,	however,	repents	and	replaces	his	selfish	zeal	with	
subjecting	himself	to	the	righteousness	of	God.	The	tribe	defends	the	honor	of	the	Most	
High	and	the	LORD	entrusts	to	them	the	responsibilities	to	oversee	all	aspects	of	the	His	
worship.	The	brothers’	story	reflects	the	example	that	Jesus	gives	to	the	chief	priests:	
	
"But	what	do	you	think?	A	man	had	two	sons,	and	he	came	to	the	first	and	said,	'Son,	go	work	today	in	the	
vineyard.'	29	"And	he	answered,	'I	will	not';	but	afterward	he	regretted	it	and	went.	30	"The	man	came	to	the	
second	and	said	the	same	thing;	and	he	answered,	'I	will,	sir';	but	he	did	not	go.	31	"Which	of	the	two	did	the	will	
of	his	father?"	They	said,	"The	first."	Jesus	said	to	them,	"Truly	I	say	to	you	that	the	tax	collectors	and	prostitutes	
will	get	into	the	kingdom	of	God	before	you.	32	"For	John	came	to	you	in	the	way	of	righteousness	and	you	did	
not	believe	him;	but	the	tax	collectors	and	prostitutes	did	believe	him;	and	you,	seeing	this,	did	not	even	feel	
remorse	afterward	so	as	to	believe	him.	Matthew	21:28-32	

	
"Now,	Israel,	what	does	the	LORD	your	God	require	from	you,	but	to	fear	the	LORD	your	God,	to	walk	in	all	His	
ways	and	love	Him,	and	to	serve	the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul,	13	and	to	keep	the	
LORD'S	commandments	and	His	statutes	which	I	am	commanding	you	today	for	your	good?	...	16	"So	circumcise	
your	heart,	and	stiffen	your	neck	no	longer	Deut.	10:12-13,16.		
Forsake	(kill)	your	sin,	so	your	soul	heals!	

Homework	
1.		Read	the	entire	chapter	Exodus	32,	The	Golden	Calf.	Was	God	justified	in	His	threat	to	
destroy	the	nation?	Comment	on	Moses’	role	in	advocating	for	the	sons	of	Israel.		Discuss	
the	Levites	role	in	stopping	the	vengeance	of	the	LORD.	
2.	Read	Genesis	42.	Which	brother	does	Joseph	imprison?	Discuss	possible	reasons	for	this.	
3.	Read	Genesis	38	Judah	and	Tamar.	Record	any	questions	or	thoughts.		
	
Resources:	Jacob’s	Dozen:	A	Prophetic	Look	at	the	Tribes	of	Israel	by	William	Varner,	1987.	
John	MacArthur	Study	Bible,	NKJV,	1982	
Rose	Book	of	Bible	Charts,	Maps,	&	Time	Lines,	2005.	
Matthew	Henry’s	Concise	Commentary	of	the	Whole	Bible,	1997	


