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Refine	Women’s	Ministry	
Genesis	49	Jacob’s	Dozen:	Judah	

Lesson	5:	February	19,	2020	by	Kim	Peelen		
"And	what	one	nation	on	the	earth	is	like	Your	people	Israel,	whom	God	went	to	redeem	for	Himself	as	a	people	
and	to	make	a	name	for	Himself,	and	to	do	a	great	thing	for	You	and	awesome	things	for	Your	land,	before	Your	
people	whom	You	have	redeemed	for	Yourself	from	Egypt,	from	nations	and	their	gods?	29	"Now	therefore,	may	
it	please	You	to	bless	the	house	of	Your	servant	[David],	that	it	may	continue	forever	before	You.	For	You,	O	Lord	
GOD,	have	spoken;	and	with	Your	blessing	may	the	house	of	Your	servant	be	blessed	forever."	2Sam	7:23,	29	
	
The	twelve	sons	of	Jacob	gather	around	their	dying	father	to	hear	his	all-important	last	
words.	The	patriarch	announces	to	Reuben	that	his	secret	sin	with	Bilhah	of	adultery	
disqualifies	him	of	his	double	blessing	and	preeminence	in	the	family	as	firstborn	son.	Next,	
addressing	sons	Simeon	and	Levi,	Israel	condemns	their	cruel	vengeance	on	the	men	of	
Shechem	and	declares	they	will	be	scattered	and	divided	throughout	Israel	(Genesis	32;	
49:3-7).	Though	Simeon	remains	unrepentant,	the	men	of	Levi	redirect	their	selfish	
motives	for	a	righteous	zeal	for	God’s	Holy	Name,	and	the	LORD	sets	apart	the	tribe	to	
oversee	all	aspects	of	His	worship,	giving	them	special	honor.	My	covenant	was	with	him	
[Levi]	of	life	and	peace;	and	I	gave	them	to	him	for	the	fear	with	which	he	feared	me,	and	was	
afraid	before	my	name	(Malachi	2:4,5).		
	
After	Simeon	and	Levi,	Israel	addresses	Judah,	his	fourth	son	by	Leah.	
	

"Judah,	your	brothers	shall	praise	you;		
Your	hand	shall	be	on	the	neck	of	your	enemies;	Your	father's	sons	shall	bow	down	to	you.	

	9	"Judah	is	a	lion's	whelp;	From	the	prey,	my	son,	you	have	gone	up.		
He	couches,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion,	And	as	a	lion,	who	dares	rouse	him	up?		

10	"The	scepter	shall	not	depart	from	Judah,	Nor	the	ruler's	staff	from	between	his	feet,		
Until	Shiloh	comes,	And	to	him	shall	be	the	obedience	of	the	peoples.		
11	"He	ties	his	foal	to	the	vine,	And	his	donkey's	colt	to	the	choice	vine;	
	He	washes	his	garments	in	wine,	And	his	robes	in	the	blood	of	grapes.		

12	"His	eyes	are	dull	from	wine,	And	his	teeth	white	from	milk.	Genesis	49:	8-12	
	

"Judah,	your	brothers	shall	praise	you;	Your	father's	sons	shall	bow	down	to	you”	
	
Jacob	declares	an	amazing	series	of	blessings	for	Judah,	and	opens	with	a	play	on	words,	
“Praise,	your	brothers	shall	praise	you”.	It	is	appropriate	that	his	brothers	will	praise	him	
because	Judah	means	praise.	After	his	birth,	his	mother	Leah	again	uses	the	naming	of	
another	son	to	rejoice	in	the	LORD	for	His	kindness,	but	also	to	continue	urging	her	
husband	Jacob	to	love	her:	And	she	conceived	again	and	bore	a	son	and	said,	"This	time	I	will	
praise	the	LORD."	Therefore	she	named	him	Judah.	Then	she	stopped	bearing	Genesis	29:35.	
Jacob’s	prophecy	also	recognizes	Judah’s	position	of	leadership	over	his	brothers.	The	
Chronicler	(1	Chr.5:	1,2)	explains	why	Judah,	not	the	eldest	Reuben,	enjoys	this	honor:	Now	
the	sons	of	Reuben	the	firstborn	of	Israel	(for	he	was	the	firstborn,	but	because	he	defiled	his	
father's	bed,	his	birthright	was	given	to	the	sons	of	Joseph	the	son	of	Israel;	so	that	he	is	
not	enrolled	in	the	genealogy	according	to	the	birthright.	2	Though	Judah	prevailed	over	
his	brothers,	and	from	him	came	the	leader,	yet	the	birthright	belonged	to	Joseph).	
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Leader	of	His	Brothers:	Genesis	37-44	
	

Judah’s	strong	leadership	is	evident	when	he	intervenes	to	save	seventeen-year-old	Joseph	
from	his	murderous	brothers:	Judah	said	to	his	brothers,	"What	profit	is	it	for	us	to	kill	our	
brother	and	cover	up	his	blood?	27	"Come	and	let	us	sell	him	to	the	Ishmaelites	and	not	lay	
our	hands	on	him,	for	he	is	our	brother,	our	own	flesh."	And	his	brothers	listened	to	him.	
28Then	some	Midianite	traders	passed	by,	so	they	pulled	him	up	and	lifted	Joseph	out	of	the	
pit,	and	sold	him	to	the	Ishmaelites	for	twenty	shekels	of	silver.	Thus	they	brought	Joseph	into	
Egypt.	Genesis	37:26-28.		
	
On	the	second	trip	to	buy	food	in	Egypt,	Judah	is	the	spokesman	for	the	family	when	
Joseph’s	divining	cup	is	found	concealed	in	their	belongings:	16	So	Judah	said,	"What	can	we	
say	to	my	lord?	What	can	we	speak?	And	how	can	we	justify	ourselves?	God	has	found	out	the	
iniquity	of	your	servants;	behold,	we	are	my	lord's	slaves,	both	we	and	the	one	in	whose	
possession	the	cup	has	been	found."	But	when	it	is	Benjamin	who	will	be	detained	in	Egypt,	
Judah	offers	himself	in	his	place:	32	"For	your	servant	became	surety	for	the	lad	to	my	father,	
saying,	'If	I	do	not	bring	him	back	to	you,	then	let	me	bear	the	blame	before	my	father	forever.'	
33	"Now,	therefore,	please	let	your	servant	remain	instead	of	the	lad	a	slave	to	my	lord,	and	
let	the	lad	go	up	with	his	brothers.	34	"For	how	shall	I	go	up	to	my	father	if	the	lad	is	not	with	
me--for	fear	that	I	see	the	evil	that	would	overtake	my	father?"	Genesis	44:14-34.	It	is	Judah’s	
act	of	selfless	sacrifice	than	finally	breaks	Joseph,	so	he	reveals	his	identity	as	the	brother	
whom	they	sold	into	slavery	so	many	years	ago.	
	
Many	years	later	when	the	tribes	march	through	the	wilderness	under	Moses,	the	tribe	of	
Judah	leads	the	procession	(Numbers	10:14).	In	the	two	censuses	of	Numbers	(chapter	1	
and	26),	Judah	is	the	most	populous	tribe	both	at	the	beginning	and	the	end	of	the	40-year	
wandering.	As	the	Promise	Land	comes	under	control	of	the	Israelites,	Judah	receives	its	
allotment	first,	and	it	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	important	plots	in	Canaan,	and	includes	
the	capital	of	the	nation,	Jerusalem	(Joshua	15).	Additionally,	the	inheritance	of	the	sons	of	
Simeon	was	taken	from	the	portion	of	the	sons	of	Judah,	for	the	share	of	the	sons	of	Judah	was	
too	large	for	them;	so	the	sons	of	Simeon	received	an	inheritance	in	the	midst	of	Judah's	
inheritance	(Joshua	19:9).		
	
Even	today,	the	Jewish	nation	honors	the	leadership	of	Judah,	as	William	Varner	states:	
“Today	whenever	a	son	of	Jacob	is	asked,	“Who	are	you?”	he	does	not	say,	“I	am	a	Reubenite	
or	a	Josephite,”	but	he	says,	“I	am	a	Judahite,”	or,	in	other	words,	a	Jew.	The	name	Jew	is	
really	a	shortened	form	of	Judah	and	came	into	existence	after	the	return	of	the	Jews	from	
the	Babylonian	Captivity.	Although	there	were	representatives	of	all	the	tribes	in	the	land	
at	that	time,	Judah	was	the	dominant	tribe;	hence,	the	land	was	called	Judea.	The	people,	
therefore,	were	Judeans	or,	in	a	shortened	form,	Jews.	In	the	New	Testament,	the	words	
Hebrew,	Israelite,	and	Jew	are	synonymous	terms	to	describe	the	people	of	Israel	(Acts	22:3;	
Rom.	11:1;	Phil.	3:5).	Thus,	Jacob’s	prophecy	that	Judah	would	be	the	leader	of	his	brothers	
was	literally	fulfilled”	(page	31).	
	

“Your	hand	shall	be	on	the	neck	of	your	enemies;		
Judah	is	a	lion's	whelp;	From	the	prey,	my	son,	you	have	gone	up	
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He	couches,	he	lies	down	as	a	lion,	And	as	a	lion,	who	dares	rouse	him	up?”	
	
The	next	part	of	Jacob’s	blessing,	your	hand	shall	be	on	the	neck	of	your	enemies,	refers	to	
the	humiliation	of	one’s	enemies	in	battle	and	predicts	that	Judah	will	be	a	great	conqueror.	
Joshua	also	uses	this	description	as	he	instructs	Israel’s	military	leaders,	"Come	near,	put	
your	feet	on	the	necks	of	these	kings."	So	they	came	near	and	put	their	feet	on	their	necks.	25	
Joshua	then	said	to	them,	"Do	not	fear	or	be	dismayed!	Be	strong	and	courageous,	for	thus	the	
LORD	will	do	to	all	your	enemies	with	whom	you	fight.	26	So	afterward	Joshua	struck	them	
and	put	them	to	death."	Joshua	10:24-26.	
	
The	greatest	conqueror	in	Israel’s	history	is	King	David,	a	member	of	the	tribe	of	Judah.	He	
extends	the	boundaries	of	Israel	when	he	subdues	enemies	on	every	side	–	Philistines	to	
west,	Ammonites	to	east,	and	the	Moabite	and	Edomites	to	the	southeast	(2	Samuel	8).	See	
map.	The	kingdom	expands	to	its	greatest	size	under	David’s	son	Solomon:	Now	Solomon	
ruled	over	all	the	kingdoms	from	the	River	[Euphrates]	to	the	land	of	the	Philistines	
[Mediterranean]	and	to	the	border	of	Egypt;	they	brought	tribute	and	served	Solomon	all	the	
days	of	his	life	(1	Kings	4:21).		
	
Because	of	the	success	over	his	enemies,	Judah	is	described	as	strong	as	a	young	lion	that	
has	eaten	its	prey	and	secure	as	a	mature	lion	whom	none	dares	to	disturb.	A	prominent	
symbol	in	Jewish	tradition,	the	lion	of	Judah	has	been	used	on	the	nation’s	currency	since	
ancient	times.	Often	called	the	king	of	the	beasts,	the	lion	also	symbolizes	the	kingly	
character	of	Judah,	a	theme	throughout	the	Scriptures.	In	John’s	description	of	the	throne	
room	of	heaven	in	Revelation	5:5,	the	lion	of	Judah	is	the	focus:	and	one	of	the	elders	said	to	
me,	"Stop	weeping;	behold,	the	Lion	that	is	from	the	tribe	of	Judah,	the	Root	of	David,	has	
overcome	so	as	to	open	the	book	and	its	seven	seals."	This	is	a	reference	to	Jesus	Christ,	the	
Messiah,	who	is	descended	from	the	tribe	of	Judah	(Matt.	1).	
	
Moses	refers	to	the	prowess	of	Judah	as	a	victorious	conqueror	in	his	final	blessing	in	
Deuteronomy	33:	7	-	And	this	regarding	Judah;	so	he	said,	"Hear,	O	LORD,	the	voice	of	Judah,	
And	bring	him	to	his	people.	With	his	hands	he	contended	for	them,	And	may	You	be	a	help	
against	his	adversaries."		
	
"The	scepter	shall	not	depart	from	Judah,	Nor	the	ruler's	staff	from	between	his	feet,		

	
The	first	part	of	verse	10	promises	that	Judah	will	be	the	kingly	line	of	Israel.	(Next	time	we	
will	look	at	the	latter	part	of	the	verse,	until	Shiloh	comes.)	The	early	government	of	Israel	
was	a	theocracy,	but	as	even	as	Moses	gives	the	Law,	the	LORD	anticipates	the	day	when	
kings	will	rule	the	nation.	"When	you	enter	the	land	which	the	LORD	your	God	gives	you,	and	
you	possess	it	and	live	in	it,	and	you	say,	'I	will	set	a	king	over	me	like	all	the	nations	who	are	
around	me,'	15	you	shall	surely	set	a	king	over	you	whom	the	LORD	your	God	chooses,	one	
from	among	your	countrymen	you	shall	set	as	king	over	yourselves;	you	may	not	put	a	
foreigner	over	yourselves	who	is	not	your	countryman	Deut.	17:14-15.	Just	as	God	foretold,	
years	later	the	people	demand	a	king,	and	Saul	from	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	rules	for	a	short	
time	before	the	LORD	replaces	him	with	David,	a	son	of	the	tribe	of	Judah	(1	Sam.	16).	Since	
that	time,	all	legitimate	kings	of	Israel	are	descendants	of	David.	
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Jacob	cites	two	symbols	of	royalty	and	law	giving,	the	scepter	and	the	ruler’s	staff.	‘There	
are	two	forms	of	a	scepter,	one	a	short	ornamental	one,	the	other	a	long	staff	ornamented	
at	its	upper	end	(the	“ruler’s	staff”).”	Vines,	p.	122.	Psalm	60:7	declares,		"Judah	is	My	
scepter”	or	“My	lawgiver”	in	NKJV.	In	Israel’s	history,	there	were	20	kings	in	the	Northern	
Kingdom	of	10	tribes	after	the	nation	splits	in	two,	from	Jeroboam	in	930	BC	until	Hoshea	
in	721	BC	–	each	of	these	were	illegitimate	and	God	rejected.	The	Southern	Kingdom,	
known	as	Judah,	had	some	wicked	kings,	but	they	were	still	in	the	royal	line	of	succession.	
“This	prophecy	does	not	mean	that	a	king	will	always	be	reigning	in	Judah;	however,	the	
right	of	kingship	will	always	be	in	this	tribe	and	in	no	other.”	Varner,	page	33.	
	

"He	ties	his	foal	to	the	vine,	And	his	donkey's	colt	to	the	choice	vine;	
	He	washes	his	garments	in	wine,	And	his	robes	in	the	blood	of	grapes.		

"His	eyes	are	dull	from	wine,	And	his	teeth	white	from	milk.”	
	
Jacob	final	words	to	Judah	predict	the	overabundant	blessing	to	the	tribe.	“Verses	11	and	
12	likely	refer	to	millennial	prosperity,	with	vines	so	plentiful	no	one	will	hesitate	to	tie	a	
colt	to	them	(even	though	they	are	herbivorous	animals),	with	wine	abundant	as	water,	and	
with	healthy	people	(dull	from	wine	may	possible	mean	“brighter	and	more	sparkling	than	
wine”)”	Charles	Ryrie.	Clearly,	Jacob	prophesies	a	prosperous	future	for	Judah.	
	
In	your	groups	discuss	Genesis	38:	Judah	and	Tamar	
Although	Jacob	predicts	only	blessings	for	Judah,	he	has	a	sordid	past	like	his	brothers.	
After	selling	Joseph	to	traders,	Judah	relocates	away	from	his	brothers	and	integrates	into	
pagan	culture	when	he	marries	a	Canaanite	woman	named	Shua.	They	have	three	sons,	Er,	
Onan,	and	Shelah.	Judah	arranges	for	the	eldest	Er	to	marry	marry	Tamar.	[John	MacArthur	
notes	are	included]	See	Deut.	25:5-10	for	levirate	marriage	details.	
	
7	But	Er,	Judah's	firstborn,	was	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	LORD,	so	the	LORD	took	his	life.	8	Then	Judah	
said	to	Onan,	"Go	in	to	your	brother's	wife,	and	perform	your	duty	as	a	brother-in-law	to	her,	and	raise	
up	offspring	for	your	brother."	9	Onan	knew	that	the	offspring	would	not	be	his;	so	when	he	went	in	to	
his	brother's	wife,	he	wasted	his	seed	on	the	ground	in	order	not	to	give	offspring	to	his	brother.	10	But	
what	he	did	was	displeasing	in	the	sight	of	the	LORD;	so	He	took	his	life	also.	

1.	For	what	reason	do	Er	and	Onan	die?	Who	took	their	lives?	
	
	
11	Then	Judah	said	to	his	daughter-in-law	Tamar,	"Remain	a	widow	in	your	father's	house	until	my	
son	Shelah	grows	up";	for	he	thought,	"I	am	afraid	that	he	too	may	die	like	his	brothers."	So	Tamar	
went	and	lived	in	her	father's	house.		

2.	What	is	Judah’s	reason	for	keeping	Tamar	a	widow?	Does	she	obey	her	father-in-law?	
	
	
12	Now	after	a	considerable	time	Shua's	daughter,	the	wife	of	Judah,	died;	and	when	the	time	of	
mourning	was	ended,	Judah	went	up	to	his	sheepshearers	at	Timnah,	he	and	his	friend	Hirah	the	
Adullamite.	13	It	was	told	to	Tamar,	"Behold,	your	father-in-law	is	going	up	to	Timnah	to	shear	his	
sheep."	14	So	she	removed	her	widow's	garments	and	covered	herself	with	a	veil,	and	wrapped	herself,	
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and	sat	in	the	gateway	of	Enaim,	which	is	on	the	road	to	Timnah;	for	she	saw	that	Shelah	had	grown	
up,	and	she	had	not	been	given	to	him	as	a	wife.		

3.	What	is	Tamar’s	reason	for	‘covering,	wrapping,	and	then	sitting’	by	the	gateway?	[From	
John	MacArthur	notes:	Tamar	might	be	using	an	Hittite	inheritance	practice	(an	evil	one)	
that	calls	for	a	father-in-law	into	levirate	marriage	if	there	are	no	sons	to	marry.]	
	
	
15	When	Judah	saw	her,	he	thought	she	was	a	harlot,	for	she	had	covered	her	face.	16	So	he	turned	
aside	to	her	by	the	road,	and	said,	"Here	now,	let	me	come	in	to	you";	for	he	did	not	know	that	she	was	
his	daughter-in-law.	And	she	said,	"What	will	you	give	me,	that	you	may	come	in	to	me?"	17	He	said,	
therefore,	"I	will	send	you	a	young	goat	from	the	flock."	She	said,	moreover,	"Will	you	give	a	pledge	
until	you	send	it?"	18	He	said,	"What	pledge	shall	I	give	you?"	And	she	said,	"Your	seal	and	your	cord,	
and	your	staff	that	is	in	your	hand."	So	he	gave	them	to	her	and	went	in	to	her,	and	she	conceived	by	
him.	19	Then	she	arose	and	departed,	and	removed	her	veil	and	put	on	her	widow's	garments.		

4.	Who	initiates	the	contact	for	the	encounter?	Why	do	you	think	she	asks	for	these	items	
from	Judah?	[Canaanite	literature	refers	to	using	3	items	for	identification].	
	
	
Judah’s	friend	attempts	to	make	the	promised	payment,	but	the	‘temple	prostitute’	[cultic	
prostitution	was	part	of	Canaanite	religion]	cannot	be	found.	Rather	than	draw	attention	by	
asking	for	her	whereabouts,	he	gives	up.	24	Now	it	was	about	three	months	later	that	Judah	
was	informed,	"Your	daughter-in-law	Tamar	has	played	the	harlot,	and	behold,	she	is	also	
with	child	by	harlotry."	Then	Judah	said,	"Bring	her	out	and	let	her	be	burned!"		

5.	What	does	Judah’s	death	sentence	for	Tamar’s	harlotry	reveal	about	him?	
	
	
25	It	was	while	she	was	being	brought	out	that	she	sent	to	her	father-in-law,	saying,	"I	am	with	child	
by	the	man	to	whom	these	things	belong."	And	she	said,	"Please	examine	and	see,	whose	signet	ring	
and	cords	and	staff	are	these?"	26	Judah	recognized	them,	and	said,	"She	is	more	righteous	than	I,	
inasmuch	as	I	did	not	give	her	to	my	son	Shelah."	And	he	did	not	have	relations	with	her	again.		

6.	What	is	Judah’s	response	to	Tamar’s	evidence?	Discuss	his	actions	after	his	sin	is	
exposed.	[Judah’s	response	is	not	an	accolade	for	her	moral	character,	but	for	her	attention	
to	inheritance	rights	of	her	family	line	and	his	shameful	neglect	of	it.]	
	
	
27	It	came	about	at	the	time	she	was	giving	birth,	that	behold,	there	were	twins	in	her	womb.	28	
Moreover,	it	took	place	while	she	was	giving	birth,	one	put	out	a	hand,	and	the	midwife	took	and	tied	a	
scarlet	thread	on	his	hand,	saying,	"This	one	came	out	first."	29	But	it	came	about	as	he	drew	back	his	
hand,	that	behold,	his	brother	came	out.	Then	she	said,	"What	a	breach	you	have	made	for	yourself!"	
So	he	was	named	Perez.	30	Afterward	his	brother	came	out	who	had	the	scarlet	thread	on	his	hand;	
and	he	was	named	Zerah.	

7.		Describe	the	parentage	of	the	twins,	Perez	and	Zerah	–	legitimate	or	something	else?	
Who	is	the	firstborn?		
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The	sons	of	Judah	were	Er,	Onan	and	Shelah;	these	three	were	born	to	him	by	Bath-shua	the	
Canaanitess.	And	Er,	Judah's	firstborn,	was	wicked	in	the	sight	of	the	LORD,	so	He	put	him	to	death.	4	
Tamar	his	daughter-in-law	bore	him	Perez	and	Zerah.	Judah	had	five	sons	in	all.	The	sons	of	Perez	
were	Hezron	and	Hamul.	1Chronicles	2:3-5	

8.	Based	on	this	passage,	are	Perez	and	Zerah	considered	legitimate	sons	of	Judah?	
	
18	Now	these	are	the	generations	of	Perez:	to	Perez	was	born	Hezron,	19	and	to	Hezron	was	born	
Ram,	and	to	Ram,	Amminadab,	20	and	to	Amminadab	was	born	Nahshon,	and	to	Nahshon,	Salmon,	21	
and	to	Salmon	was	born	Boaz,	and	to	Boaz,	Obed,	22	and	to	Obed	was	born	Jesse,	and	to	Jesse,	David	
Ruth	4:18-22.		

9.	Perez,	Judah’s	son	by	incest	and	harlotry	is	the	chosen	line	for	what	king	of	Israel?	
Discuss	God’s	selection	of	Judah	over	his	brothers	for	such	an	honor	–	was	he	‘better’?	
	
	
Summary:	Once	again,	God	turns	the	ugly,	corrupt	sin	of	man	into	blessing	and	honor.	The	
neglect	of	her	father-in-law	prompts	Tamar	to	extreme	measures,	prostituting	herself	in	
order	to	secure	inheritance	rights	owed	to	her	by	Judah.	The	episode	reveals	Judah’s	
questionable	moral	character	–	Tamar’s	confidence	that	Judah	will	hire	her	as	a	harlot,	and	
his	double	standard	for	condemning	her	illegitimate	pregnancy	while	ignoring	his	
solicitation	of	a	prostitute.	Matthew	Henry	comments	on	this	grim	chapter:	“It	seems	a	
wonder	that	of	all	Jacob’s	sons,	our	Lord	should	spring	out	of	Judah,	(For	it	is	evident	that	
our	Lord	was	descended	from	Judah,	a	tribe	with	reference	to	which	Moses	spoke	nothing	
concerning	priests	Hebrews	7:14.)	But	God	will	show	that	His	choice	is	of	grace	and	not	of	
merit,	and	that	Christ	came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners,	even	the	chief.	Also,	that	the	
worthiness	of	Christ	is	of	Himself,	and	not	from	His	ancestors.	.	.	And	let	that	state	of	
humbleness	to	which	Jesus	submitted,	when	He	came	to	put	away	sin	by	the	sacrifice	of	
Himself,	in	appointing	such	characters	as	those	here	recorded	[in	Genesis	38],	to	be	his	
ancestors,	endear	the	Redeemer	to	our	hearts”	(page	58).	
	
What	an	appropriate	name	Leah	gives	to	her	fourth	son,	whom	the	LORD	places	as	leader	
of	 his	 brothers,	 conqueror	 over	 his	 enemies,	 the	 lineage	 of	 kings,	 and	 ultimately,	 from	
whom	the	King	of	Kings	comes.	“She	called	[him]	Judah,	or	praise,	saying,	“Now	I	will	praise	
the	 Lord.”	 This	 was	 he,	 of	 whom,	 as	 concerning	 the	 flesh,	 Christ	 came.	Whatever	 is	 the	
matter	of	our	 rejoicing,	ought	 to	be	 the	matter	of	our	 thanksgiving…All	our	praises	must	
centre	 in	Christ,	both	as	the	matter	of	 them,	as	the	Mediator	of	 them.	He	descended	after	
the	flesh	from	him	whose	name	was	“Praise,”	and	He	is	our	praise.	Is	Christ	formed	in	my	
heart?	Now	will	I	praise	the	Lord.”	Matthew	Henry,	page	49.	

	
Homework	

1.		Read	Matthew	1	and	record	any	thoughts.	
	
2.	Read	Revelation	5:	1-14.	Who	is	the	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah?	
Resources:	Jacob’s	Dozen:	A	Prophetic	Look	at	the	Tribes	of	Israel	by	William	Varner,	1987.	
John	MacArthur	Study	Bible,	NKJV,	1982	
Rose	Book	of	Bible	Charts,	Maps,	&	Time	Lines,	2005.	
Matthew	Henry’s	Concise	Commentary	of	the	Whole	Bible,	1997	
Vines’	Expository	Dictionary	of	Old	and	New	Testament	Words,	1981	


