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Refine	Women’s	Ministry	
Genesis	49	Jacob’s	Dozen:	Dan	

Lesson	8:	April	8,	2020	by	Kim	Peelen		
	

13	You	went	forth	for	the	salvation	of	Your	people,	For	the	salvation	of	Your	anointed.		
You	struck	the	head	of	the	house	of	the	evil	To	lay	him	open	from	thigh	to	neck.	Selah.	...		

17	Though	the	fig	tree	should	not	blossom	And	there	be	no	fruit	on	the	vines,	Though	the	yield	of	the	olive	should	fail	
And	the	fields	produce	no	food,	Though	the	flock	should	be	cut	off	from	the	fold	And	there	be	no	cattle	in	the	stalls,		

18	Yet	I	will	exult	in	the	LORD,	I	will	rejoice	in	the	God	of	my	salvation.	Habakkuk	3:13,	17,	18	
	
To	everything,	EVERY	THING,	there	is	a	season	declares	Ecclesiastes	3:1,	our	theme	for	this	
year.	Though	we	selected	our	Bible	study	topic	a	year	ago,	Genesis	49	is	applicable	to	this	
unprecedented	time	of	isolation	and	pestilence.	Jacob’s	blessings,	through	the	inspiration	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	prophesy	not	only	about	each	son’s	future,	but	also	the	type	of	character	his	
descendants	will	exhibit,	both	virtuous	and	flawed.	This	significant	chapter	forms	the	
narrative	of	the	remainder	of	God’s	Word	as	the	Biblical	history	of	each	tribe	unfolds.	It	is	a	
baseline	of	the	prophetic	accuracy	of	Scripture,	an	ancestry	of	the	Jewish	people,	as	well	as	an	
instruction	manual	for	following	Jesus	Christ	with	a	righteous	life	and	a	sure	hope.	
	
As	the	dying	patriarch	finishes	Issachar’s	blessing,	the	last	of	Leah’s	six	sons,	he	then	speaks	
prophetic	words	for	his	four	sons	born	by	the	handmaidens	Bilhah	and	Zilpah:	Dan,	Gad,	
Asher,	and	Naphtali.	First	he	addresses	Dan,	the	first	son	of	Bilhah,	Rachel’s	maid:	
	

"Dan	shall	judge	his	people,	As	one	of	the	tribes	of	Israel.	
"Dan	shall	be	a	serpent	in	the	way,	A	horned	snake	in	the	path,		
That	bites	the	horse's	heels,	So	that	his	rider	falls	backward.	
"For	Your	salvation	I	wait,	O	LORD.	Genesis	49:	16-18	

	
Dan	shall	judge	his	people,	As	one	of	the	tribes	of	Israel	

	
As	with	his	other	sons,	the	circumstances	of	his	birth	give	Dan	his	name,	meaning	“judge”:	
	
1	Now	when	Rachel	saw	that	she	bore	Jacob	no	children,	she	became	jealous	of	her	sister;	and	she	
said	to	Jacob,	"Give	me	children,	or	else	I	die."	2	Then	Jacob's	anger	burned	against	Rachel,	and	
he	said,	"Am	I	in	the	place	of	God,	who	has	withheld	from	you	the	fruit	of	the	womb?"	3	She	said,	
"Here	is	my	maid	Bilhah,	go	in	to	her	that	she	may	bear	on	my	knees,	that	through	her	I	too	may	
have	children."	4	So	she	gave	him	her	maid	Bilhah	as	a	wife,	and	Jacob	went	in	to	her.	5	Bilhah	
conceived	and	bore	Jacob	a	son.	6	Then	Rachel	said,	"God	has	vindicated	[judged]	me,	and	
has	indeed	heard	my	voice	and	has	given	me	a	son."	Therefore	she	named	him	Dan.	Gen	30:1-6.	
	
In	this	verbal	exchange,	it	is	Rachel’s	turn	to	voice	her	anguish	in	her	relationship	with	Jacob	
that	reveals	the	continuing	jealousy	and	discord	in	the	family.	However,	Rachel	expresses	her	
praise	that	God	has	defended	her	and	possibly	executed	His	judgment	on	her	rival	Leah	by	
using	her	maid	Bilhah	to	give	life	to	this	son	as	his	name	derives	from	a	word	that	means	
defend,	administer,	or	execute	judgment.	Jacob	employs	a-play-on	words	to	bless	this	‘first’	
son	of	the	barren	wife	Rachel	(through	Bilhah):	Dan	[judge]	shall	judge	his	people.	A	
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defender,	a	judge	to	avenge	the	wrongs	done	to	the	nation	of	Israel	is	exactly	what	God’s	
people	will	need	as	it	faces	many	enemies	through	its	history.		
	
The	practice	of	having	children	through	the	wife’s	servant	seems	questionable,	but	according	
to	William	Varner	(page	43),	“such	an	action	was	entirely	in	accordance	with	the	social	
customs	of	the	day.	Jacob’s	grandmother,	Sarah,	had	performed	a	similar	deed	when	she	gave	
her	handmaid	Hagar	to	Abraham	because	she	had	been	unable	to	bear	children	(Gen.	16:1-3).	
Archaeology	has	shed	light	on	this	custom.	A	regulation	in	the	famous	Code	of	Hammurabi,	an	
ancient	legal	system	in	the	Middle	East	during	Abraham’s	time,	provided	for	just	such	an	
eventuality.	This	action	was	not	commanded	by	God,	but	He	did	permit	it	as	a	social	custom	
and	regulated	it	as	He	did	the	practice	of	divorce	(Deut.	24:1-4).”	Pregnancy	by	a	surrogate	
could	be	considered	the	modern	equivalent	of	this	practice.	
	
In	this	complicated	household	with	multiple	wives	and	now	a	maid	who’s	given	birth	to	a	son,	
it	is	probable	the	offspring	of	Bilhah	and	Zilpah	are	considered	‘second	class’	or	low	born.	
Thus,	the	second	phrase,	As	one	of	the	tribes	of	Israel,	is	likely	a	means	to	assure	these	sons	
of	the	handmaidens	that	regardless	of	their	‘inferior’	birth	status,	they	are	included	and	
blessed	as	tribes	just	as	the	legitimate	sons	of	Leah	and	Rachel.		
	

Samson,	Famous	Judge	from	the	Tribe	of	Dan	
	

The	literal	fulfillment	of	Dan	judging	his	people	comes	through	the	most	famous	Danite,	
Samson,	the	strongman	judge,	whose	exploits	Scripture	records	in	Judges	13	–	16.	After	the	
Israelites	enter	the	Promised	Land,	each	tribe	is	to	conquer	the	enemies	who	inhabit	their	
tribal	allotment.	Dan	is	the	last	to	receive	its	specific	area	assignment,	but	rather	than	defeat	
their	enemies,	they	retreat	to	the	hills	(Judg.	1:34).	Their	land	is	along	the	southwest	
Mediterranean	coast	bordering	Israel’s	ancient	enemy	the	Philistines	(Joshua	19:	40	–	48).	
These	powerful	people	constantly	harass	the	Danites,	and	eventually	God	raises	up	a	man	who	
will	avenge	[judge]	his	people	from	the	oppression	of	the	Philistines.	
	
1	Now	the	sons	of	Israel	again	did	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	LORD,	so	that	the	LORD	gave	them	into	
the	hands	of	the	Philistines	forty	years.	2	There	was	a	certain	man	of	Zorah,	of	the	family	of	the	
Danites,	whose	name	was	Manoah;	and	his	wife	was	barren	and	had	borne	no	children.	3	Then	
the	angel	of	the	LORD	appeared	to	the	woman	and	said	to	her,	"Behold	now,	you	are	barren	and	
have	borne	no	children,	but	you	shall	conceive	and	give	birth	to	a	son.	4	"Now	therefore,	be	
careful	not	to	drink	wine	or	strong	drink,	nor	eat	any	unclean	thing.	5	"For	behold,	you	shall	
conceive	and	give	birth	to	a	son,	and	no	razor	shall	come	upon	his	head,	for	the	boy	shall	be	a	
Nazirite	to	God	from	the	womb;	and	he	shall	begin	to	deliver	Israel	from	the	hands	of	the	
Philistines."	Judges	13:1-5	
	
A	heavenly	messenger	tells	Manoah’s	wife,	after	being	childless	for	years,	that	she	will	have	a	
son	who	will	free	his	people	from	their	enemies	(like	Isaac,	Samuel,	John,	and	Jesus!).	He	is	to	
drink	no	alcohol,	eat	kosher,	and	have	no	haircuts.	His	name	is	Samson,	“sun	child”,	and	he	is	
strong,	dedicated	to	God,	handsome,	and	fearless	-just	the	qualities	needed	to	lead	and	inspire	
his	oppressed	people	to	rid	the	land	of	its	much	stronger	enemy	force.	Jacob’s	words	in	verse	
17	describe	Samson’s	unconventional,	guerrilla	warfare	tactics:	
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"Dan	shall	be	a	serpent	in	the	way,	A	horned	snake	in	the	path,		
That	bites	the	horse's	heels,	So	that	his	rider	falls	backward.	

	
The	language	suggests	that	the	conquests	of	the	men	of	Dan	would	be	accomplished	by	
cunning,	nontraditional	means	rather	than	military	confrontation,	just	as	a	rider	seeing	a	
snake	in	the	road	will	quickly	change	direction	rather	than	get	bitten.	In	fact,	the	many	battles	
Samson	fought	are	examples	of	the	success	of	the	few	against	the	many,	and	the	weak	against	
the	strong.	Unfortunately,	it	is	Samson’s	serious	weakness	for	beautiful	Philistine	women	that	
incites	these	battles.	The	first	is	on	his	wedding	day	to	a	stunning	woman	from	Timnah,	a	
Philistine.	The	bride’s	groomsmen	object	to	the	marriage	and	run	him	out	of	town.	Later	when	
he	returns	for	her,	she	has	married	another	man!	In	his	anger,	he	sets	fire	to	the	entire	harvest	
of	the	town,	then	the	townsmen	set	fire	to	the	bride’s	home,	killing	her	and	her	family.	In	
retaliation,	Samson	slaughters	many	of	the	townspeople,	escaping	unharmed.	Samson	does	
not	fight	on	a	traditional	battlefield	–	he	is	a	serpent	in	the	way,	biting	the	horse’s	heels.	
	
Another	dangerous	Philistine	beauty	is	the	familiar	Delilah.	Although	Samson	remains	
committed	to	God	and	keeps	his	Nazirite	vows,	he	is	eventually	undone	by	the	cunning	harlot,	
when	she	ushers	barbers	into	their	bedroom	to	shorn	his	uncut	hair,	rendering	him	
powerless.	His	enemies	gouge	out	his	eyes,	put	him	in	chains,	parade	him	through	town,	and	
mockingly	display	him	as	the	feature	attraction	at	the	pagan	temple	of	Dagon	-	the	humiliating	
end	of	the	great	avenger	of	Israel.	But	not	quite	the	end	as	Matthew	Henry	explains,	“God	put	
it	into	Samson’s	heart,	thus	to	avenge	[dan]	on	them	God’s	quarrel,	Israel’s,	and	his	own.	That	
strength	which	he	had	lost	by	sin,	he	recovers	by	prayer:	That	it	was	not	from	passion	or	
personal	revenge,	but	from	holy	zeal	for	the	glory	of	God	and	Israel,	and	appears	from	God’s	
accepting	and	answering	the	prayer.	The	house	was	pulled	down,	not	by	the	natural	strength	
of	Samson,	but	by	the	almighty	power	of	God.	In	his	case	it	was	right	he	should	avenge	[dan]	
the	cause	of	God	and	Israel”	page	256.	One	man	with	one	push	kills	thousands	of	Philistines:	A	
horned	snake	in	the	path,	That	bites	the	horse's	heels,	So	that	his	rider	falls	backward.	
	
Samson’s	bouts	of	extraordinary	faith	and	victory	intermixed	with	his	profound	weakness	for	
evil	women	seem	to	foreshadow	the	strength	and	weakness	of	the	tribe	of	Dan.	In	fact,	Jacob’s	
serpent	metaphor	also	prophesies	of	a	serious	flaw	that	characterizes	the	tribe:	idolatry.	
	

Idolatry	of	Dan:	Dan	shall	be	a	serpent	in	the	way	
	

	It	is	significant	that	Jacob,	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	associates	Dan	with	a	serpent.	It	brings	
to	mind	Genesis	3	when	Adam	and	Eve	doubt	the	provision	of	the	LORD	and	instead	obey	the	
lies	of	the	serpent.	In	fact,	throughout	Scripture	the	serpent	is	a	symbol	of	Satan.	Revelation	
12:9	declares	And	the	great	dragon	was	thrown	down,	the	serpent	of	old	who	is	called	the	
devil	and	Satan,	who	deceives	the	whole	world;	he	was	thrown	down	to	the	earth,	and	his	
angels	were	thrown	down	with	him.	Jesus	identifies	the	Pharisees	as	spiritual	descendants	of	
the	serpent	in	John	8:44:"You	are	of	your	father	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	do	the	desires	of	your	
father.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	and	does	not	stand	in	the	truth	because	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	Whenever	he	speaks	a	lie,	he	speaks	from	his	own	nature,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	The	prophetic	words	of	Israel	indicate	that	satanic	influence	will	be	dominant	
in	Dan’s	future	(Varner,	page	45).		
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Migration	of	the	Tribe	of	Dan:	Judges	18	

Samson’s	great	slaughter	of	Philistines	did	not	end	their	reign	of	terror	over	Israel,	so	rather	
than	conquer	them	as	the	LORD	instructs,	the	men	of	Dan	devise	a	plan	to	relocate.	Sending	
out	a	five-man	scouting	team,	the	tribe	decides	the	town	of	Leshem	(Laish),	far	north	of	their	
land	near	the	modern	border	of	Lebanon	at	the	foot	of	Mount	Hermon,	is	a	good	spot	to	
resettle.	After	capturing	the	town,	they	rename	it	Dan.	It	becomes	the	most	northern	point	of	
the	Promised	Land	with	Beersheba	being	the	southern-most,	hence	the	term,	‘from	Dan	to	
Beersheba’	now	describes	the	expanse	of	Israel.	Interestingly,	Moses’	blessing	of	Dan	in	Deut.	
33:22	describes	the	tribe’s	aggressiveness	as	a	lion	cub	when	they	overtake	Laish	in	the	north	
(Bashan),	and	establish	a	foothold	far	outside	its	land	allotment	in	the	south,	“Dan	is	a	lion’s	
whelp,	That	leaps	forth	from	Bashan”.	
	
However,	there	is	more	to	the	story.	As	the	small	fighting	force	journeys	through	Ephraim	on	
the	way	to	Leshem,	the	scouting	team	remembers	staying	with	Micah,	who	owns	fancy	idols	
and	even	has	hired	his	own	(renegade)	Levite	priest.	Upon	their	suggestion,	the	army	turned	
aside	there	and	came	to	the	house	of	the	young	man,	the	Levite,	to	the	house	of	Micah.	18	When	
these	went	into	Micah's	house	and	took	the	graven	image,	the	ephod	and	household	idols	and	
the	molten	image,	the	priest	said	to	them,	"What	are	you	doing?"	19	They	said	to	him,	"Be	
silent,	put	your	hand	over	your	mouth	and	come	with	us,	and	be	to	us	a	father	and	a	priest.	Is	it	
better	for	you	to	be	a	priest	to	the	house	of	one	man,	or	to	be	priest	to	a	tribe	and	a	family	in	
Israel?"	20	The	priest's	heart	was	glad,	and	he	took	the	ephod	and	household	idols	and	the	
graven	image	and	went	among	the	people.	...	27	Then	they	took	what	Micah	had	made	and	the	
priest	who	had	belonged	to	him,	and	came	to	Laish,	to	a	people	quiet	and	secure,	and	struck	
them	with	the	edge	of	the	sword;	and	they	burned	the	city	with	fire.	
	
The	turning	aside	to	Micah’s	house	took	the	Danite	fighting	men	off	course	to	the	battlefield,	
but	it	is	the	taking	to	heart	idols	and	a	false	priest	in	place	of	God	that	derails	the	entire	tribe	
for	generations.	Verses	30	and	31	conclude	this	pitiful	event:	The	sons	of	Dan	set	up	for	
themselves	the	graven	image;	and	Jonathan,	the	son	of	Gershom,	the	son	of	Manasseh	[not	
priestly	line],	he	and	his	sons	were	priests	to	the	tribe	of	the	Danites	until	the	day	of	the	captivity	
of	the	land.	31	So	they	set	up	for	themselves	Micah's	graven	image	which	he	had	made,	all	the	
time	that	the	house	of	God	was	at	Shiloh.	Man-chosen	priests	now	lead	the	worship	of	man-
made	idols	in	the	man-selected	land	of	the	tribe	of	Dan.	As	a	snake	in	the	path	that	bites	the	
horse’s	heels	so	Satan	deceives	faithful	men	of	God	to	swerve	into	false	religion	and	idolatry.	

	
Official	Idolatry	of	Jeroboam:	1	Kings	12:	25	-	32	

Two	hundred	years	later,	Jeroboam	(not	of	David’s	royal	line)	rebels	against	Rehoboam,	the	
son	of	Solomon,	and	splits	the	nation	of	Israel	into	northern	and	southern	divisions.	In	order	
to	prevent	the	required	pilgrimages	to	Jerusalem	for	official	festivals	(and	keep	people	from	
returning	to	God’s	legitimate	king	from	the	line	of	David),	the	rebel	king	Jeroboam	constructs	
his	own	worship	center	in	Shechem,	complete	with	false	priests,	golden	calves,	and	a	new	
festival	schedule	(different	from	the	sanctioned	feasts	spelled	out	in	the	Law):	
	
Then	Jeroboam	built	Shechem	in	the	hill	country	of	Ephraim,	and	lived	there.	And	he	went	out	
from	there	and	built	Penuel.	26	Jeroboam	said	in	his	heart,	“Now	the	kingdom	will	return	to	the	
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house	of	David.	27	“If	this	people	go	up	to	offer	sacrifices	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	at	Jerusalem,	
then	the	heart	of	this	people	will	return	to	their	lord,	even	to	Rehoboam	king	of	Judah;	and	they	
will	kill	me	and	return	to	Rehoboam	king	of	Judah.”	28	So	the	king	consulted,	and	made	two	
golden	calves,	and	he	said	to	them,	“It	is	too	much	for	you	to	go	up	to	Jerusalem;	behold	your	
gods,	O	Israel,	that	brought	you	up	from	the	land	of	Egypt.”	29	He	set	one	in	Bethel,	and	the	
other	he	put	in	Dan.	30	Now	this	thing	became	a	sin,	for	the	people	went	to	worship	before	the	
one	as	far	as	Dan.	31	And	he	made	houses	on	high	places,	and	made	priests	from	among	all	the	
people	who	were	not	of	the	sons	of	Levi.	32	Jeroboam	instituted	a	feast	in	the	eighth	month	on	
the	fifteenth	day	of	the	month,	like	the	feast	which	is	in	Judah,	and	he	went	up	to	the	altar;	thus	
he	did	in	Bethel,	sacrificing	to	the	calves	which	he	had	made.	And	he	stationed	in	Bethel	the	
priests	of	the	high	places	which	he	had	made.		
	
Jeroboam	knowingly	constructs	an	entirely	man-driven	worship	system	with	false	gods	(using	
the	Exodus	32	golden	calf	theme!),	false	prophets,	and	false	festivals.	It	is	no	accident	that	one	
of	the	main	worship	centers	is	in	Dan,	which	has	been	using	its	own	system	for	years.	This	
episode	is	the	reason	the	Jews	during	Jesus’	time	despise	the	Samaritans	(Shechem	is	in	this	
area).	Satan	diverts	the	Danites	to	relocate	outside	their	allotment	and	set	up	their	man-made	
idols,	which	turns	into	a	fully	functioning,	state-mandated	false	religion	–	the	horned	snake	
Satan	successfully	throws	the	rider	backward!	
	

Official	Idolatry	Continues:	2	Kings	10:	18	-	26	

Two	hundred	more	years	elapse	and	Jehu	is	king	of	the	northern	division	of	Israel.	He	
dramatically	removes	Baal	out	of	Israel	by	burning	down	its	temple	and	killing	all	its	priests,	
but	does	not	address	the	entrenched	false	worship	established	by	Jeroboam:	Thus	Jehu	
eradicated	Baal	out	of	Israel.	29	However,	as	for	the	sins	of	Jeroboam	the	son	of	Nebat,	which	he	
made	Israel	sin,	from	these	Jehu	did	not	depart,	even	the	golden	calves	that	were	at	Bethel	and	
that	were	at	Dan.	...	31	But	Jehu	was	not	careful	to	walk	in	the	law	of	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel,	
with	all	his	heart;	he	did	not	depart	from	the	sins	of	Jeroboam,	which	he	made	Israel	sin.		
	

Consequences	of	Idolatry	

The	tribe	of	Dan	has	a	decreasing	role	in	the	nation	of	Israel,	beginning	during	the	Exodus.	In	
the	numerous	listings	of	the	12	tribes,	Dan	is	often	the	last;	in	the	wilderness	wanderings,	Dan	
is	the	rear	guard	(No.	10:25)	and	the	last	tribe	to	receive	its	land	inheritance	(Josh.	19:47-49).	
In	the	extensive	tribal	genealogies	of	1	Chronicles	2	through	10,	Dan	is	not	mentioned	at	all!	
Additionally,	the	tribe	is	omitted	in	the	list	of	144,000	Jews	who	are	sealed	in	the	Tribulation	
period	(Revelation	7:4-8).	Most	scholars	believe	these	omissions	are	due	the	continuing	
idolatry	of	Dan	beginning	early	in	its	history	and	continuing	for	generations.	However,	the	
tribe	is	not	eliminated,	for	it	will	receive	an	inheritance	along	with	the	other	tribes	in	the	
Millennial	Kingdom	that	Ezekiel	describes	(Ez.	48:	1,2).	
	

For	Your	salvation	I	wait,	O	LORD	
	
Jacob	ends	his	blessing	on	Dan	by	turning	his	attention	to	the	LORD.	Perhaps	this	fervent	
prayer	seems	unrelated	to	the	previous,	but	on	closer	examination	it	is	entirely	relevant.	Jacob	
moves	from	the	horrible	reality	of	Satan	turning	Dan	toward	idolatry	to	a	plea	to	God	for	
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deliverance	from	our	greatest	problem	sin	-	His	Salvation.	Jacob’s	use	of	the	word	salvation,	in	
Hebrew	yeshua,	is	the	first	of	78	occurrences	of	the	word	in	the	Hebrew	Scriptures.	It	always	
refers	to	God’s	deliverance	or	salvation	of	His	people	through	supernatural	means.	Because	
the	LORD	is	so	connected	to	the	salvation	He	provides,	yeshua	becomes	synonymous	with	
Messiah,	the	personification	of	salvation.	So,	Jacob’s	short	cry,	For	Your	salvation	I	wait,	O	
LORD,	is	his	heartfelt	cry	for	a	personal	deliverer	–	the	One	whose	name	is	Yeshua!	“This	is	in	
accord	with	Jewish	tradition,	as	evidenced	in	the	Jerusalem	Targum,	an	ancient	Aramaic	
translation	of	the	Bible,	and	its	paraphrased	rendering	of	this	verse:	“My	soul	waiteth	not	for	
the	deliverance	of	Gideon,	for	it	was	only	temporal;	nor	for	that	deliverance	of	Samson,	for	it	
was	transient;	but	for	the	redemption	by	the	Messiah,	Son	of	David,	which	in	thy	word	thou	
has	promised	to	send	to	thy	people,	Israel;	for	this,	Thy	Salvation	[Yeshua],	my	soul	waiteth”	
from	William	Varner,	page	48.	
	
It	would	be	many	years	before	Jacob’s	prayer	for	deliverance	is	finally,	and	perfectly,	
answered	when	the	angel	announces	to	Joseph	that	his	betrothed	is	pregnant	with	a	very	
special	child:	And	she	shall	bring	forth	a	son,	and	thou	shalt	call	his	name	JESUS	[Yeshua]:	for	he	
shall	save	his	people	from	their	sins	(Mat.	1:21).	It	is	no	accident	that	the	child	born	in	
fulfillment	of	many	Hebrew	prophecies	is	called	Yeshua,	or	Jesus,	because	His	perfect,	sinless	
life,	His	horrific	death	by	crucifixion,	and	His	supernatural	rising	from	death	to	life	provides	
deliverance	from	our	darkest	dungeon	of	captivity	–	the	bondage	of	sin.	“The	Cross	of	Jesus	is	
the	revelation	of	God’s	judgment	on	sin.	The	Cross	was	a	superb	triumph	in	which	the	
foundations	of	hell	were	shaken.	There	is	nothing	more	certain	in	Time	or	Eternity	than	what	
Jesus	Christ	did	on	the	Cross:	He	switched	the	whole	of	the	human	race	back	into	a	right	
relationship	with	God.	He	made	Redemption	the	basis	of	human	life,	that	is,	He	made	a	way	for	
every	son	of	man	to	get	into	communion	with	God.”	Oswald	Chambers.	
	
Summary:	
Why	study	words	spoken	millennia	ago	by	a	dying	man	to	his	sons?	Because	Jacob’s	words	of	
warning	and	hope	apply	not	only	to	his	son	Dan,	but	also	to	every	human	who	struggles	with	
injustice	and	sin	and	needs	salvation.	This	son	will	judge	and	avenge	wrongs	committed	
against	Israel	through	Samson,	but	Christ	will	execute	perfect	justice	against	all	sin.	Next,	the	
tribe	struggles	against	the	lies	of	the	Serpent	and	idolatry,	just	as	every	person	battles	
personal	sin	and	idolatry	of	the	heart.	Finally,	Jacob	cries	for	deliverance	from	evil,	struggle,	
and	heartache,	which	every	person	can	also	utter,	praying,		“Lord,	I	wait	for	Your	Salvation!”	
This	is	the	single	need	of	every	person	–	rescue	from	indwelling	sin–	for	sin	forms	a	chasm	too	
big	to	fill	by	any	human	effort	or	sacrifice.	God	alone	can	bridge	the	chasm,	which	He	does	
through	the	perfect	sacrifice	for	sin,	His	Son	Jesus,	Yeshua	-	His	Salvation.		
	
Discussion	Groups:	Idolatry	Demands	a	Savior:	Isaiah	44:	14	-	20	
	
14	Surely	he	[craftsman]	cuts	cedars	for	himself,	and	takes	a	cypress	or	an	oak	and	raises	it	for	
himself	among	the	trees	of	the	forest.	He	plants	a	fir,	and	the	rain	makes	it	grow.	15	Then	it	
becomes	something	for	a	man	to	burn,	so	he	takes	one	of	them	and	warms	himself;	he	also	makes	
a	fire	to	bake	bread.	He	also	makes	a	god	and	worships	it;	he	makes	it	a	graven	image	and	falls	
down	before	it.	16	Half	of	it	he	burns	in	the	fire;	over	this	half	he	eats	meat	as	he	roasts	a	roast	
and	is	satisfied.	He	also	warms	himself	and	says,	"Aha!	I	am	warm,	I	have	seen	the	fire."		
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1.	What	does	the	craftsman	cut	or	plant?	For	what	purposes?	
	
	
17	But	the	rest	of	it	he	makes	into	a	god,	his	graven	image.	He	falls	down	before	it	and	worships;	
he	also	prays	to	it	and	says,	"Deliver	me,	for	you	are	my	god."	18	They	do	not	know,	nor	do	they	
understand,	for	He	has	smeared	over	their	eyes	so	that	they	cannot	see	and	their	hearts	so	that	
they	cannot	comprehend.	19	No	one	recalls,	nor	is	there	knowledge	or	understanding	to	say,	"I	
have	burned	half	of	it	in	the	fire	and	also	have	baked	bread	over	its	coals.	I	roast	meat	and	eat	it.	
Then	I	make	the	rest	of	it	into	an	abomination,	I	fall	down	before	a	block	of	wood!"	
	
2.	What	is	the	craftsman	really	making	according	to	God?	
	
	
3.	For	what	reasons	can	the	craftsman	NOT	understand	his	situation?		
	
	
	20	He	feeds	on	ashes;	a	deceived	heart	has	turned	him	aside.	And	he	cannot	deliver	himself,	nor	
say,	"Is	there	not	a	lie	in	my	right	hand?"		
	
4.	What	is	the	fate	of	the	craftsman	(the	one	who	worships	idols)?	
	
	
5.	How	are	we	like	the	craftsman	today	–	making	something	and	then	worshiping	it?	
	
	
The	Perfect	Judge/Avenger	of	Justice	Predicted:	Isaiah	42:1-4:	
	
1	"Behold,	My	Servant,	whom	I	uphold;	My	chosen	one	in	whom	My	soul	delights.	I	have	put	My	
Spirit	upon	Him;	He	will	bring	forth	justice	to	the	nations.	2	"He	will	not	cry	out	or	raise	His	
voice,	Nor	make	His	voice	heard	in	the	street.	3	"A	bruised	reed	He	will	not	break	And	a	dimly	
burning	wick	He	will	not	extinguish;	He	will	faithfully	bring	forth	justice.	4	"He	will	not	be	
disheartened	or	crushed	Until	He	has	established	justice	in	the	earth;	And	the	coastlands	will	
wait	expectantly	for	His	law."	
	
6.	In	contrast	to	the	craftsman,	describe	God’s	Servant.	What’s	His	purpose?	
	
	
Salvation	[Yeshua]	Promised:	
	
Isaiah	49:	6	He	says,	"It	is	too	small	a	thing	that	You	should	be	My	Servant	To	raise	up	the	tribes	
of	Jacob	and	to	restore	the	preserved	ones	of	Israel;	I	will	also	make	You	a	light	of	the	nations	
[Gentiles]	So	that	My	salvation	[Yeshua]	may	reach	to	the	end	of	the	earth."	
	
7.	Unlike	the	idol,	the	Servant	will	save	souls	–	who	is	able	to	enjoy	God’s	salvation?	
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Isaiah	12:1-3:	1	Then	you	will	say	on	that	day,	"I	will	give	thanks	to	You,	O	LORD;	For	although	
You	were	angry	with	me,	Your	anger	is	turned	away,	And	You	comfort	me.	2	"Behold,	God	is	my	
salvation	[Yeshua],	I	will	trust	and	not	be	afraid;	For	the	LORD	GOD	is	my	strength	and	song,	
And	He	has	become	my	salvation	[Yeshua]."	3	Therefore	you	will	joyously	draw	water	From	the	
springs	of	salvation	[Yeshua].	
	
8.	What	turns	away	the	anger	of	God	(judgment	for	my	sin)?	Has	He	become	your	salvation	–	if	
so,	share	your	brief	testimony.		
	
	
	
Salvation	Realized	in	Jesus	[Yeshua]	Christ:	John’s	vision	of	2nd	Coming	of	Christ:	
	
Revelation	12:	10-11:	10	Then	I	heard	a	loud	voice	in	heaven,	saying,	“Now	the	salvation,	and	
the	power,	and	the	kingdom	of	our	God	and	the	authority	of	His	Christ	have	come,	for	the	accuser	
of	our	brethren	has	been	thrown	down,	he	who	accuses	them	before	our	God	day	and	night.	11	
“And	they	overcame	him	because	of	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	and	because	of	the	word	of	their	
testimony,	and	they	did	not	love	their	life	even	when	faced	with	death.		
	
9.	Describe	the	return	of	Jesus	when	He	comes	as	the	King	of	Kings,	the	victorious	Conqueror.	
Share	ways	to	encourage	yourself	and	others	to	proclaim	Jesus	as	the	only	Savior	during	this	
time	of	pestilence	and	isolation.	
	
	
	

Homework	
1.	Read	Judges	18	for	the	entire	story	of	Dan	relocating	to	Leshem.	Record	your	thoughts.	How	
significant	was	the	input	of	the	five	scouting	men	in	this	episode?	What	would	the	impact	of	
one	righteous	man	to	point	out	their	error	have	been?		How	can	you	be	a	voice	of	truth	in	the	
midst	of	the	crisis	today?	
	
	
2.	Read	1	Kings	11:29	–	12:33	for	the	story	of	Jeroboam.		Record	your	thoughts	on	his	sin,	God	
using	him	for	His	purpose,	and	the	lasting	impact	he	had	on	the	nation.		
	
	
3.	Read	Psalm	96,	relate	to	Dan’s	blessing	that	includes	Salvation,	idols,	and	a	judge.	
	
	
Resources	
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