
	 1	

Refine	Women’s	Ministry	
Jacob’s	Dozen:	Jacob	Blesses	His	Sons	-	Genesis	49	

Introduction:	January	15,	2020	by	Kim	Peelen	
	

The	Theme	for	Refine	this	year	To	everything	there	is	a	season	is	the	first	verse	of	the	familiar	passage	
in	Ecclesiastes	chapter	3:	1-8:	
	
To	everything	there	is	a	season,	A	time	for	every	purpose	under	heaven:	
A	time	to	be	born,	And	a	time	to	die;	
	A	time	to	plant,	And	a	time	to	pluck	[what	is]	planted;	
A	time	to	kill,	And	a	time	to	heal;		
A	time	to	break	down,	And	a	time	to	build	up;	
A	time	to	weep,	And	a	time	to	laugh;		
A	time	to	mourn,	And	a	time	to	dance;	
A	time	to	cast	away	stones,	And	a	time	to	gather	stones;		
A	time	to	embrace,	And	a	time	to	refrain	from	embracing;	
A	time	to	gain,	And	a	time	to	lose;		
A	time	to	keep,	And	a	time	to	throw	away;	
A	time	to	tear,	And	a	time	to	sew;		
A	time	to	keep	silence,	And	a	time	to	speak;	
A	time	to	love,	And	a	time	to	hate;		
A	time	of	war,	And	a	time	of	peace.	
	
That	is	quite	a	list	of	contrasts	isn’t	it?	Though	this	passage	is	not	our	primary	text	for	our	study	this	
semester,	we	will	touch	on	many	of	its	truths	as	we	examine	Genesis	49.	This	rather	obscure	chapter	
in	the	Old	Testament	is	the	closing	scene	of	a	long	life,	where	the	patriarch	of	a	great	family	gathers	
his	offspring	around	his	deathbed	to	hear	his	final	words.	The	dying	man	is	Jacob	(renamed	Israel	by	
God),	son	of	Isaac	and	Rebekah,	grandson	of	Abraham	and	Sarah.	His	offspring	are	his	twelve	sons	
from	four	different	mothers	–	The	twelve	Tribes	of	Israel.		
	
As	Genesis	49	opens,		
	

1	Then	Jacob	summoned	his	sons	and	said,	"Assemble	yourselves	that	I	may	tell	you		
what	will	befall	you	in	the	days	to	come.	

2	"Gather	together	and	hear,	O	sons	of	Jacob;	And	listen	to	Israel	your	father.”	
	
Picture	the	sons	slowing	entering	the	room,	anxious	to	hear	what	their	father	will	choose	to	say	in	his	
last	hours.	Surely	he	would	remind	them	of	their	great-grandfather	Abraham,	who	uprooted	his	
family	from	Ur	when	God	commanded	him	to	move	to	an	unknown	land.	And	their	great-
grandmother	Sarah,	who	was	barren	until	she	miraculously	gave	birth	to	a	son	Isaac	at	age	90!	Their	
grandfather	Isaac,	whose	name	means	laughter,	was	a	joy	to	his	parents	and	was	the	child	of	promise	
through	which	God	would	build	a	great	nation.	Yet,	when	instructed	to	sacrifice	his	only	son,	
Abraham	was	wiling;	in	fact,	only	at	the	last	moment	did	an	angel	stop	Abraham	from	killing	Isaac.	
Because	Isaac	was	forbidden	from	marrying	a	woman	of	the	pagan	Canaanite	culture,	a	faithful	
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servant	of	Abraham	went	to	their	relations	in	Ur	and	brought	him	the	beautiful	Rebekah,	their	
grandmother,	to	be	his	bride.	Uncle	Esau	and	father	Jacob	are	the	only	children	of	this	marriage;	
twins	in	fact,	who	have	had	a	stormy	relationship	since	boyhood.	But	the	discord	was	part	of	God’s	
perfect	plan	for	the	family.	After	‘stealing’	his	brother’s	birthright,	Jacob	hastily	left	Canaan,	his	
parents,	and	the	fury	of	Esau,	and	settled	in	the	land	of	their	mother	Rebekah	for	over	20	years.	It	
was	in	Haran	(Padam	Aram)	where	their	father	met	their	respective	mothers:	Leah	and	her	sister	
Rachel,	as	well	as	their	maids	Zilpah	and	Bilhah.		
	
Theirs	is	a	complicated	family	tree,	and	some	serious	sibling	rivalry	almost	destroyed	it.	When	their	
large	family	finally	departs	Haran	to	return	home	to	Canaan,	Dad’s	favorite	wife	Rachel	delivers	their	
youngest	brother	Benjamin.	Sadly,	she	dies	soon	after,	never	seeing	her	husband’s	homeland.	In	his	
grief,	Jacob	favors	Rachel’s	two	sons,	Joseph	and	Benjamin,	which	infuriate	the	other	sons.	After	
many	years	the	brothers’	jealousy	becomes	deadly	when	they	conspire	to	kill	Joseph	while	out	
pasturing	the	family	flocks.	However,	rather	than	murder	him,	they	sell	him	to	slave	traders	heading	
to	Egypt.	This	act	of	treachery	is	also	part	of	God’s	perfect	plan,	for	many	years	later	they	are	
reunited	in	Egypt-	the	12	brothers	around	their	dying	father	-	because	the	former	slave	Joseph	is	now	
second-in-command	over	all	of	Egypt	and	is	caring	for	the	entire	family	as	a	deadly	famine	rages	in	
their	home	Canaan.	
	
Jacob’s	sons	know	the	special	legacy	God	has	bestowed	on	their	family,	but	have	questions	as	to	how	
it	will	be	passed	on	–	“What	will	become	of	us	when	Dad	dies	and	we	are	still	in	this	foreign	land	with	
the	brother	we	so	violently	mistreated?”	“	Will	we	ever	see	Canaan,	the	land	of	promise	again?”	
“Who	will	Dad	select	for	the	birthright,	as	family	history	shows	it	is	not	always	the	firstborn?”	
“Through	which	of	us	will	the	promised	seed	arrive?”	These	questions	will	soon	be	answered,	as	
Jacob	commands:	"Gather	together	and	hear,	O	sons	of	Jacob;	And	listen	to	Israel	your	father.”	
	
Importance	of	Genesis	49:	The	Blessing	of	God	
	
William	Varner	states	in	his	book,	Jacob’s	Dozen:	A	Prophetic	Look	at	the	Tribes	of	Israel:	

Genesis	49	provides	a	prophetic	insight	into	the	ancestry	of	the	Jewish	people,	who	today	
trace	their	history	back	to	these	12	sons:	Rueben,	Simeon,	Levi,	Judah,	Zebulun,	Issachar,	
Dan,	 Gad,	 Asher,	 Naphtali,	 Joseph,	 and	 Benjamin.	 The	 accounts	 of	 these	 sons	 and	 the	
tribes	that	issued	from	them	actually	form	the	dramatic	narrative	of	the	remainder	of	the	
Bible.	 .	 .	 Jacob’s	 deathbed	 blessings	 on	 his	 sons	 provide	 one	 of	 the	 most	 amazing	
examples	 of	 predictive	 prophecy	 in	 the	 Bible,	 and	 is	 an	 example	 of	 fulfilled	 prophecy	
[another	type	 is	unfulfilled	prophecy,	which	has	yet	to	be	accomplished	such	as	Second	
Coming	of	Christ	in	Rev.	13].	

	
To	bless	someone	means	to	bestow	life	and	goodness	on	him.	There	are	many	examples	in	Genesis	of	
blessings	–	both	from	God	(to	Adam	and	Eve,	Abraham,	Noah)	and	from	man	(Melchizedek	to	
Abraham,	Rebekah’s	family	to	her	as	she	departs	to	marry	Isaac).	Genesis	49	is	God’s	continuation	of	
His	Covenant	with	Abraham,	Isaac,	Jacob	and	now,	to	the	next	generation.	All	these	are	the	twelve	
tribes	of	Israel,	and	this	is	what	their	father	said	to	them	when	he	blessed	them.	He	blessed	them,	
every	one	with	the	blessing	appropriate	to	him.	Genesis	49:	28	
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God’s	Promise	to	Abraham,	Jacob’s	Grandfather:	
	

Now	when	Abram	was	ninety-nine	years	old,	the	LORD	appeared	to	Abram	and	said	to	
him,	"I	am	God	Almighty;	Walk	before	Me,	and	be	blameless.	
"I	will	establish	My	covenant	between	Me	and	you,	And	I	will	multiply	you	exceedingly."	
"I	will	establish	My	covenant	between	Me	and	you	and	your	descendants	after	you	
throughout	their	generations	for	an	everlasting	covenant,	to	be	God	to	you	and	to	your	
descendants	after	you.	
"I	will	give	to	you	and	to	your	descendants	after	you,	the	land	of	your	sojournings,	all	
the	land	of	Canaan,	for	an	everlasting	possession;	and	I	will	be	their	God."	Gen.	17:	1-8	
Then	God	said	to	Abraham,	"As	for	Sarai	your	wife,	you	shall	not	call	her	name	Sarai,	but	
Sarah	[shall	be]	her	name.	
"I	will	bless	her,	and	indeed	I	will	give	you	a	son	by	her.	Then	I	will	bless	her,	and	she	shall	
be	[a	mother	of]	nations;	kings	of	peoples	will	come	from	her."	
Then	Abraham	fell	on	his	face	and	laughed,	and	said	in	his	heart,	"Will	a	child	be	born	to	a	
man	one	hundred	years	old?	And	will	Sarah,	who	is	ninety	years	old,	bear	[a	child?]"	
And	Abraham	said	to	God,	"Oh	that	Ishmael	might	live	before	You!"	
But	God	said,	"No,	but	Sarah	your	wife	will	bear	you	a	son,	and	you	shall	call	his	name	
Isaac;	and	I	will	establish	My	covenant	with	him	for	an	everlasting	covenant	for	his	
descendants	after	him.	Genesis	17:	15-19	

	
God	‘s	promise	that	Abraham	will	posses	the	land	and	be	the	father	of	many	nations	will	be	through	
the	son	born	to	his	wife	Sarai	(now	Sarah),	not	through	the	son	by	Sara’s	maid	Hagar,	Ishmael.	
	
God’s	Promise	to	Isaac,	Jacob’s	Father:	

	
Now	there	was	a	famine	in	the	land,	besides	the	previous	famine	that	had	occurred	in	the	
days	of	Abraham.	So	Isaac	went	to	Gerar,	to	Abimelech	king	of	the	Philistines.	
The	LORD	appeared	to	him	and	said,	"Do	not	go	down	to	Egypt;	stay	in	the	land	of	which	I	
shall	tell	you.	"Sojourn	in	this	land	and	I	will	be	with	you	and	bless	you,	for	to	you	and	to	
your	descendants	I	will	give	all	these	lands,	and	I	will	establish	the	oath	which	I	swore	to	
your	father	Abraham.	"I	will	multiply	your	descendants	as	the	stars	of	heaven,	and	will	
give	your	descendants	all	these	lands;	and	by	your	descendants	all	the	nations	of	the	
earth	shall	be	blessed;	because	Abraham	obeyed	Me	and	kept	My	charge,	My	
commandments,	My	statutes	and	My	laws."	Genesis	26:	1-5	

	
God	reminds	Isaac,	son	of	Sarah	and	Abraham,	that	the	three	elements	of	the	LORD’s	blessing	
continues	through	him	–	Promise	of	Land,	Nation,	and	a	Blessing.	
	

It	came	about	after	the	death	of	Abraham,	that	God	blessed	his	son	Isaac;	and	Isaac	lived	
by	Beer-lahai-roi.	
Now	these	are	[the	records	of]	the	generations	of	Isaac,	Abraham's	son:	Abraham	became	
the	father	of	Isaac;	and	Isaac	was	forty	years	old	when	he	took	Rebekah,	the	daughter	of	
Bethuel	the	Aramean	of	Paddan-aram,	the	sister	of	Laban	the	Aramean,	to	be	his	wife.	
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Isaac	prayed	to	the	LORD	on	behalf	of	his	wife,	because	she	was	barren;	and	the	LORD	
answered	him	and	Rebekah	his	wife	conceived.	
But	the	children	struggled	together	within	her;	and	she	said,	"If	it	is	so,	why	then	am	I	[this	
way?]"	So	she	went	to	inquire	of	the	LORD.	The	LORD	said	to	her,	"Two	nations	are	in	your	
womb;	And	two	peoples	will	be	separated	from	your	body;	And	one	people	shall	be	
stronger	than	the	other;	And	the	older	shall	serve	the	younger."	
When	her	days	to	be	delivered	were	fulfilled,	behold,	there	were	twins	in	her	womb.	
Now	the	first	came	forth	red,	all	over	like	a	hairy	garment;	and	they	named	him	Esau.	
Afterward	his	brother	came	forth	with	his	hand	holding	on	to	Esau's	heel,	so	his	name	was	
called	Jacob;	and	Isaac	was	sixty	years	old	when	she	gave	birth	to	them.	Gen.	25:11,19-26	

	
Just	as	God	communicated	with	Abraham,	the	LORD	clearly	informs	Isaac	and	Rebekah	that	the	
birthright	and	blessing	of	Abraham	will	continue	through	their	second-born	son	Jacob,	though	the	
‘older’	and	‘younger’	designation	is	a	matter	of	hours.	Like	his	father	Isaac,	Jacob	will	marry	into	the	
family	of	Abraham’s	brother	Nahor	-	Rebekah	and	her	brother	Laban	are	Nahor’s	grandchildren.	
	
Jacob	and	Esau:	Birthright	Sold		
	

When	the	boys	grew	up,	Esau	became	a	skillful	hunter,	a	man	of	the	field,	but	Jacob	was	a	
peaceful	man,	living	in	tents.	
Now	Isaac	loved	Esau,	because	he	had	a	taste	for	game,	but	Rebekah	loved	Jacob.	
When	Jacob	had	cooked	stew,	Esau	came	in	from	the	field	and	he	was	famished;	
and	Esau	said	to	Jacob,	"Please	let	me	have	a	swallow	of	that	red	stuff	there,	for	I	am	
famished."	Therefore	his	name	was	called	Edom.	
But	Jacob	said,	"First	sell	me	your	birthright."	
Esau	said,	"Behold,	I	am	about	to	die;	so	of	what	[use]	then	is	the	birthright	to	me?"	
And	Jacob	said,	"First	swear	to	me";	so	he	swore	to	him,	and	sold	his	birthright	to	Jacob.	
Then	Jacob	gave	Esau	bread	and	lentil	stew;	and	he	ate	and	drank,	and	rose	and	went	on	
his	way.	Thus	Esau	despised	his	birthright.	Genesis	25:	27	-	34	
When	Esau	was	forty	years	old	he	married	Judith	the	daughter	of	Beeri	the	Hittite,	and	
Basemath	the	daughter	of	Elon	the	Hittite;		
and	they	brought	grief	to	Isaac	and	Rebekah.	Genesis	26:	34,	35	

	
Birthright	is	a	double	portion	of	the	inheritance	and	right	to	be	family	chief	-	firstborn	son	was	
declared	and	treated	as	first	in	rank,	privilege,	and	responsibility	(Deut	21:17).	But	Esau	values	it	as	
lowly	a	bowl	of	stew.	Unlike	Isaac,	Esau	marries	Canaanite	(pagan)	women	rather	from	Abraham’s	
family	in	Haran.	
	
Jacob‘s	Stolen	Blessing:		
	

Then	his	father	Isaac	said	to	him	[Jacob	who	is	pretending	to	be	Esau],	"Please	come	close	
and	kiss	me,	my	son."	So	he	came	close	and	kissed	him;	and	when	he	smelled	the	smell	of	
his	garments,	he	blessed	him	and	said,	"See,	the	smell	of	my	son	Is	like	the	smell	of	a	field	
which	the	LORD	has	blessed;	
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Now	may	God	give	you	of	the	dew	of	heaven,	And	of	the	fatness	of	the	earth,	And	an	
abundance	of	grain	and	new	wine;	
May	peoples	serve	you,	And	nations	bow	down	to	you;	Be	master	of	your	brothers,	And	
may	your	mother's	sons	bow	down	to	you.	Cursed	be	those	who	curse	you,	And	blessed	
be	those	who	bless	you."	Genesis	27:26	-	28	

	
Isaac’s	blessing	when	he	believes	Jacob	is	Esau	reflects	the	strengths	of	his	favorite	son	–	a	man	of	the	
field,	a	hunter	–	plus	gives	the	expected	headship	of	the	family	to	the	firstborn	son,	perhaps	Isaac	
does	not	remember	or	ignores	God’s	prophecy	that	the	older	son	will	serve	the	younger.	
	
Esau’s	Leftover	Blessing:	When	Esau	returns	to	receive	his	blessing,	he	discovers	Jacob’s	ruse:	
	

And	he	[Isaac]	said,	"Your	brother	came	deceitfully	and	has	taken	away	your	blessing."	
Then	he	[Esau]	said,	"Is	he	not	rightly	named	Jacob,	for	he	has	supplanted	me	these	two	
times?	He	took	away	my	birthright,	and	behold,	now	he	has	taken	away	my	blessing."	And	
he	said,	"Have	you	not	reserved	a	blessing	for	me?"	
But	Isaac	replied	to	Esau,	"Behold,	I	have	made	him	your	master,	and	all	his	relatives	I	
have	given	to	him	as	servants;	and	with	grain	and	new	wine	I	have	sustained	him.	Now	as	
for	you	then,	what	can	I	do,	my	son?"	
Esau	said	to	his	father,	"Do	you	have	only	one	blessing,	my	father?	Bless	me,	[even]	me	
also,	O	my	father."	So	Esau	lifted	his	voice	and	wept.	
Then	Isaac	his	father	answered	and	said	to	him,	"Behold,	away	from	the	fertility	of	the	
earth	shall	be	your	dwelling,	And	away	from	the	dew	of	heaven	from	above.	
"By	your	sword	you	shall	live,	And	your	brother	you	shall	serve;	But	it	shall	come	about	
when	you	become	restless,	That	you	will	break	his	yoke	from	your	neck."	
So	Esau	bore	a	grudge	against	Jacob	because	of	the	blessing	with	which	his	father	had	
blessed	him;	and	Esau	said	to	himself,	"The	days	of	mourning	for	my	father	are	near;	then	
I	will	kill	my	brother	Jacob."	Genesis	27:	35-	41	

		
Rather	than	predicting	prosperity,	Isaac’s	firstborn	son	Esau	will	struggle	to	live	off	the	land,	will	serve	
his	younger	brother,	but	will	one	day	be	free	from	Jacob’s	domination.	
	
Isaac’s	Second	Blessing	of	Jacob:	Isaac	blesses	Jacob	a	second	time	when	he	sends	him	away	to	
Rebekah’s	family	in	Padam	Aram	(Haran)	in	order	to	escape	Esau’s	murderous	revenge.	
	

So	Isaac	called	Jacob	and	blessed	him	and	charged	him,	and	said	to	him,	"You	shall	not	
take	a	wife	from	the	daughters	of	Canaan.	
"Arise,	go	to	Paddan-aram,	to	the	house	of	Bethuel	your	mother's	father;	and	from	there	
take	to	yourself	a	wife	from	the	daughters	of	Laban	your	mother's	brother.	
"May	God	Almighty	bless	you	and	make	you	fruitful	and	multiply	you,	that	you	may	
become	a	company	of	peoples.	
"May	He	also	give	you	the	blessing	of	Abraham,	to	you	and	to	your	descendants	with	
you,	that	you	may	possess	the	land	of	your	sojournings,	which	God	gave	to	Abraham."	
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Then	Isaac	sent	Jacob	away,	and	he	went	to	Paddan-aram	to	Laban,	son	of	Bethuel	the	
Aramean,	the	brother	of	Rebekah,	the	mother	of	Jacob	and	Esau.	Genesis	28:1-5	

	
Unlike	his	first	blessing,	these	words	recount	the	promise	God	made	to	Abraham.	
	
Discussion	Groups:	God’s	Promise	to	Jacob	in	Genesis	28	
	
Jacob	leaves	his	parents	and	travels	towards	his	mother’s	family	in	Haran	(Padam-aram)	to	escape	his	
brother	Esau.		While	resting	in	Luz	(renamed	Bethel),	he	has	a	dream.	
	
12	He	had	a	dream,	and	behold,	a	ladder	was	set	on	the	earth	with	its	top	reaching	to	heaven;	and	
behold,	the	angels	of	God	were	ascending	and	descending	on	it.	
	
13	And	behold,	the	LORD	stood	above	it	and	said,	"I	am	the	LORD,	the	God	of	your	father	Abraham	
and	the	God	of	Isaac;	the	land	on	which	you	lie,	I	will	give	it	to	you	and	to	your	descendants.	
14	"Your	descendants	will	also	be	like	the	dust	of	the	earth,	and	you	will	spread	out	to	the	west	and	
to	the	east	and	to	the	north	and	to	the	south;	and	in	you	and	in	your	descendants	shall	all	the	
families	of	the	earth	be	blessed.	
15	"Behold,	I	am	with	you	and	will	keep	you	wherever	you	go,	and	will	bring	you	back	to	this	land;	
for	I	will	not	leave	you	until	I	have	done	what	I	have	promised	you."	
	
16	Then	Jacob	awoke	from	his	sleep	and	said,	"Surely	the	LORD	is	in	this	place,	and	I	did	not	know	it."	
17	He	was	afraid	and	said,	"How	awesome	is	this	place!	This	is	none	other	than	the	house	of	God,	and	
this	is	the	gate	of	heaven."	Genesis	28:12	-	17	
	
1.	Why	does	he	go	to	Padam-aram?																																				Is	Jacob	married	at	this	time?	
	
	
2.	What	connection	to	God’s	covenant	with	Abraham	is	Jacob’s	choice	of	wife?		What	type	of	women	
does	Esau	marry	(see	Genesis	26:	34,	35	on	page	4)?	
	
	
2.	Underline	what	God	promises	Jacob	in	verses	13	–	15	(in	bold).	What	things	will	God	give?	What	
assurance	does	God	promise	Jacob	to	accomplish	His	covenant	in	verse	15?	
	
	
	
3.	What	has	Jacob	done	to	deserve	this	great	honor	from	God?	As	Christians	today,	what	truth	can	we	
learn	about	our	special	blessing	and	salvation	God	has	given	us?	
	
	
	
4.	What	is	Jacob’s	response	to	his	dream	in	verses	16	–	17?	
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As	Jacob	rests	after	hastily	escaping	his	murderous	brother,	God	reveals	Jacob’s	destiny	as	the	heir	of	
Abraham’s	Covenant	–	it	is	through	him	that	there	will	be	a	nation,	a	land,	and	a	blessing.		His	choice	
of	wife	must	not	be	through	the	pagan	Canaanites,	but	of	his	mother’s	clan	in	Haran	(which	is	the	
hometown	of	Abraham).	If	Jacob	has	doubts,	God	promises	His	continual	presence	and	protection,	so	
there	is	nothing	to	fear.	In	return,	Jacob	makes	a	vow,	“If	God	will	be	with	me	and	will	keep	me	on	this	
journey	that	I	take,	and	will	give	me	food	to	eat	and	garments	to	wear,	and	I	return	to	my	father’s	
house	in	safety,	then	the	LORD	will	be	my	God.	And	this	stone,	which	I	have	set	up	as	a	pillar,	will	be	
God’s	house;	and	of	all	that	Thou	dost	give	me	I	will	surely	give	a	tenth	to	Thee.”	Gen.	28:20	–	22.	
	
Jacob’s	Family	in	Haran:	Jacob	arrives	in	Padam-aram,	meets	his	mother’s	brother	Laban,	falls	in	love	
with	his	younger	daughter	Rachel,	but	is	tricked	into	marrying	Leah,	the	elder	sister.	Family	tension	
plays	out	with	two	wives	and	their	two	maids	giving	birth	to	11	sons	while	living	with	Uncle	Laban.	On	
the	family’s	return	journey	to	Isaac’s	home,	Jacob	wrestles	with	God	at	Peniel	and	his	name	changes	
to	Israel	(meaning	‘God’s	fighter’)	and	Rachel	dies	as	she	gives	birth	to	his	twelfth	son,	Benjamin	near	
Ephrath	or	Bethlehem	(Genesis	29-35).	
	
Handout	of	Jacob’s	Family	Tree.	–	Keep	this	handout	ready	for	our	study	this	semester.		
	
Summary:	God	restates	His	covenantal	promise	of	Abraham	to	Jacob	of	a	land,	a	people,	and	a	
blessing.	All	three	components	are	interconnected,	but	essential.	In	God’s	story,	Where	His	people	
reside,	Who	they	marry	and	their	children,	and	How	they	worship	and	obey	Him	are	the	three	
threads	of	His	eternal	promise	to	Abraham.	Any	one	thread	broken,	then	the	promise	is	defiled	and	
God	is	not	the	faithful,	perfect,	righteous	ruler	over	all	creation,	which	cannot,	and	will	not	happen.	
	

Homework	for	Week	1	
*	Read	Genesis	32:1-12.	Jacob	just	left	Laban	and	is	about	to	meet	brother	Esau	for	the	first	time	in	
over	20	years.	Record	your	thoughts	about	Jacob’s	prayer,	verses	9	–	12.	
	
	
*	Read	Genesis	35:1-15.	Jacob	and	family	relocate	from	Shechem	to	Bethel,	what	significance	are	
God’s	words	to	Jacob	relating	to	previous	promises?	
	
	
*	Read	Romans	chapter	9:	6-	18.	Scripture	points	out	several	contrasts	between	the	twin	sons	of	
Isaac.		However,	the	New	Testament	dispels	any	confusion	that	EITHER	son	was	more	worthy	than	
the	other	to	be	the	son	of	promise	through	Abraham,	but	it	is	God	alone	who	calls	and	decrees	His	
choice	with	perfection.	Record	any	thoughts	on	Paul’s	commentary	on	Jacob	and	Esau.	
	
*	Read	Genesis	24.		Abraham	sends	his	servant	to	his	family	to	find	a	wife	for	Isaac.	How	is	this	story	
similar	or	different	from	Jacob’s	pursuit	of	a	wife?	

Resources	
Jacob’s	Dozen:	A	Prophetic	Look	at	the	Tribes	of	Israel	by	William	Varner,	1987.	
John	MacArthur	Study	Bible,	NKJV,	1982	
Rose	Book	of	Bible	Charts,	Maps,	&	Time	Lines,	2005.	


