THE DEATH OF CHRIST
Luke 23:44-46
INTRODUCTION

How do we live on this side of Jesus? How do we stand in the power of Jesus until fears have stilled and strivings have ceased?  We understand there are discouragements which feed distractions, and distractions, in turn, feed discouragements.  How do we, as children of God, go from these discouragements and distractions to being disciplined and devoted? To what do we look? As believers, we look to the cross. 

What about the cross? Was the cross God’s Plan B? Was Jesus merely in the wrong place at the wrong time? 

Illustration – In a 2001 article titled, Not by a Nose: The Triumph of Antony and Cleopatra at Actium, 31 B.C., Professor of Ancient Greece and Classical Political Theory at Stanford, Josiah Ober wrote – “If Antony had won at Actium, Jesus of Nazareth, born just a short generation after the battle, would have come to manhood in a very different society--one administered by highly trained professional Ptolemaic bureaucrats, rather than nervous Roman amateurs like Pontius Pilate. Those Ptolemaic bureaucrats would have had a much closer sense of how Jerusalem politics worked: they might well have found some solution to local concerns about a self-proclaimed messiah that would not have required his crucifixion. They might, for example, have arranged for him to move to Alexandria, where the sophisticated, hellenized local Jewish population would not be scandalized by his audacious ideas.”
The cross is not God’s Plan B. Jesus was not at the wrong place at the wrong time.

READ Luke 23:44-46
Proposition: 
I. Divine Witness before the Death of Christ

II. The Death of Christ

III. Human Witness after the Death of Christ (next week)
So That: In Luke, we have traveled from the cradle to the cross. What is the symbol of Christianity? A feeding trough, a fish symbol…. No … it is the cross. The death of Christ.

1) The ultimate purpose of God in creation is His own glory. 
2) The work of Christ at cross is the centerpiece of creation.

I. Divine Witness Before the Death
23:44-45
Point – illustrated with dramatic visual aids

A. Condemnation


B. Salvation
A. Condemnation
23:44-45a
Point – God comes to Golgotha – not in light, but in darkness. 
Psa 18:9 – “He bowed the heavens also and came down with thick darkness under His feet.” 
Psa 97:2 – “Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.” 
God shows up at Calvary and pours out judgment … not on sinners. He pours out His judgment on His Son in the place of sinners. 

Proof – “44And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour,”
· noon to 3pm, the final 3 hours
 “45athe sun being obscured;”
· literally - “the sun having failed”

· the whole land was supernaturally plunged into darkness

God’s judgment is seen as darkness. 
Illustration – Recall at the first Passover in ﻿Exod 10:22 – 
“Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.” 
There was a supernatural display by God judgment against sin.

What are the first recorded words from God? “Let there be light.” God turned the lights on. He can turn them off whenever He wishes. God chooses the time when the sun is at its zenith to bring darkness. 

Turn to: Amos 8:7-10 
God brings hell to Jerusalem this day. This darkening of the sun is a picture/foretaste of the eternal darkness, the eternal loneliness, of hell. Matt 25:30 – “cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”

This darkness is not the absence of God.  
It is the presence of God in judgment and wrath poured out on Jesus who experiences hell as substitute for His children.  
There is such sad irony here as well!  
John 3:19 – “this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.” 
( Divine Justice – that which you cherish and love – you will be made to drink deeply.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
There was a lot of activity on and around the cross during the first 3 hours.  Not a single event is recorded in the Gospels during the second 3 hours until the end – 3 hours of darkness and quiet shattered by the 4th Word of Jesus:
“at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ which is translated, ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’” 
· this is recorded in Mark 15:34 and Matt 27:46
This is all part of the atonement ( In the atonement, in the work of Christ on the cross, there is:

Expiation = covering or removing our sin

Propitiation = quenching the wrath of God

The many effects of the cross on you as a believer: 
· You were chosen. 
· You were elected.

· You were adopted. 
· You were justified. 
· You were converted. 
· You were redeemed. 
· You were reconciled.  

You are being sanctified. 
You will be glorified. 
The effect of the cross on God: God is propitiated.  

God has to be propitiated before our sin can be expiated. 
So, Jesus plunges into the bottomless glowing flames of the lake of burning brimstone. The black clouds of God’s wrath burst forth and pour out on Him on the cross.
The bent bow of God’s wrath is released and the arrows of God’s justice fly into His flesh and are made drunk with His blood … rather than yours.

Jesus experiences the bitterness of desolation in the inferno of abandonment.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

5th Word ( John 19:28 – “I thirst.”
We are reminded that Jesus is the Lord over nature who can feed the multitude with bread and supply a banquet with wine.

Our Lord is the maker of the ocean and the waters above.  His hand sends rain upon the just and the unjust. He pours out the streams that run through the hills, the floods that rush down the mountains, and the flowing rivers which water the plains.  He is now thirsty.
If Jesus had not said “I thirst,” every one of us would thirst forever, far from God, with an impassable chasm between us and heaven.  Our sinful tongues would be blistered and burned forever had not His tongue been tormented with thirst in our place. 
He thirsted on the cross so that we might drink the water of life and thirst no more forever.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

6th Word ( John 19:30b – “It is finished!” 
( Over, Complete, Sufficient! 
Jesus is ready to leave this present misery. the sufferings and agonies of redeeming man are over. The toils in ministry, persecutions, mockeries are over.

The storm is over, the worst is past; His pains and agonies are at an end. He is going to paradise, entering the joy set before him. He is going where the wicked cease from raging, 
and the weary are at rest (Job 3:17).
The victory is gained. The battle is won. The conflict endured. The ransom is paid. The wages of sin are settled. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Because He drinks the cup of the wrath of God, we are able to drink of the cup of the New Covenant!

Beloved, to understand God’s love, we must understand God’s hate. To understand His grace, we must understand His law. To understand forgiveness, we must understand the just penalty for sin. ( You can’t seek grace and salvation, until you begin to understand the terror of the wrath of God that is upon you.
B. Salvation

23:45b
Point – God’s Salvation is seen as light. 
Illustration – 2:9-11 – birth announcement to the shepherds – great light accompanied the announcement
Psa 107:10, 14 – “There were those who dwelt in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in misery and chains … 14He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their bands apart.”
· those who were sitting in darkness will stand and walk in light. 
Sadness is turned into gladness.
The night retreats and the shadows fall away. 

Blindness is replaced by sight.
Proof – “45band the veil of the temple was torn in two.” – 
Point – Because of man’s sin there is separation between man and God. How can man stand in the presence of a holy God?

Plan of the Tabernacle – degrees of holiness – mankind -> Israel -> Levites -> Priests -> High Priest

In the tabernacle and the curtain, God was setting Himself among the people and setting Himself apart from the people.

All of this speaks to the holiness of God and speaks to the desperate need for sinful man for access to God.
It is a depiction of the gravity of our predicament and the immensity of His love.
Veil torn in two and 7th Word – 
Matthew and Mark write the 7th word first and then the tearing of the veil. Luke has it written as the tearing of the veil first and then the word ( What we understand from this is that they occurred simultaneously.
With one act, God cuts through all these levels of separation and rips the veil apart.  No more: priesthood, sacrifice, temple, barrier.
Application – Heb 4:16 – “﻿Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need﻿.”
We can approach God without shame and without fear, as a result of the veil being ripped apart.

( both Matthew and Mark – “From top to bottom”

( Salvation belongs to God 
Application – The outer darkness, the eternal loneliness … that is a certain threat ( so also salvation is certain deliverance. These are both the gravity of our predicament and the immensity of His love.

II. The Death of Christ 

23:46
Point – this is the 7th and Last Word – word of supernatural sacrifice
Jesus death is totally unique. No man ever died the way Jesus dies.  Many were crucified.  But no one died like Jesus dies.

Point – The life of Jesus was unusual and unique and the death of Jesus is unusual and unique. He is in complete control. 
( He is no victim. He is the Victor.

Proof – “46And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice (φωνῇ μεγάλῃ), said, ‘Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit.’ And having said this, He breathed His last.”
( uncluttered nature of the narrative.  
This is purposeful restraint and perfect reticence.

Psa 31:5 – “Into Thy hand I commit my spirit; Thou hast ransomed me, O LORD, God of truth.”
· note change from “O LORD, God of truth” to “Father.” 
· Both the first word and the seventh word – “Father.”

1st recorded words of Jesus ( 2:49 – “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house?’”

He moved from the 4th word being abandoned and forsaken to accepted and reunited in the 7th word.

Jesus does not gradually fade away. He voluntarily gives up His life in an act of divine sacrifice. He still has strength to shout out with a loud voice. Death does not claim Jesus apart from his own will. He dies in complete control of all that is happening to him. Even in his death He is Lord.
He willingly and authoritatively lays down His life.
John 10:11 – “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”

John 10:18 – “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.”

( This is “an extraordinary death”

Ultimately, His blood is not spilled. He pours it out Himself.
He lived a sinless life and taught perfectly. He suffered effectively and dies sovereignly. His work completed, sacrifice accepted, and communion with the Father is restored.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Application – Jesus’ death on the cross is more than an example. But it is not less than an example. He is teaching Christians how to die. His dying for your salvation is His design for your imitation ( in trusting your life, your spirit, your eternity to the Father.

He pays the price for your justification. 
He gives the strength for your sanctification. 
He gives you the example and the strength to live. 
He gives you the example and the strength to die.

Ryle – “Like our Master, we should not be afraid to confront the king of terrors, death. We should regard death as a vanquished enemy whose sting has been taken away by Christ’s death. We should think of [death] as a foe who can hurt our body for a little while, but after that, there’s nothing more he can do. We should await his approach with calmness and patience, and believe that when flesh fails, our soul will be in good keeping … Happy indeed are those who have a last end like this.”

Illustration – The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste were a group of Roman soldiers in the Legion Fulminata (Armed with Lightning) A.D. 320. According to Basil, 40 soldiers who had openly confessed themselves Christians were condemned by the prefect to be exposed naked upon a frozen lake near Sebaste on a bitterly cold night, that they might freeze to death. History records one of the soldiers recanted and left the 39. 

One of the guards saw their faith, was saved, dropped his sword and shield, threw off his clothes, and joined the 39. At dawn, the few stiffened bodies which still showed signs of life were burned and cast into the lake. 
( But their souls went into their Father’s hands in Paradise.
Application – There are only two destinations. You will either live forever more or die forever, eternal life or eternal death. Eternal death is not annihilation or eternal sleep. It is an eternally active dying, fully aware, fully conscious, in agony. Eternal life is an eternally active living, fully aware, fully conscious, in perfect peace.

This is a living hope. “His dying breath has brought me life.”
This is what death is for you, if Jesus is your Lord and Savior.
Application – Remember when you come to die – God’s arms are open and hands extended to His dying children. 
“Father, into Thy hands I commit my spirit.” 
· Not: into the grave. 
· Not: into the void. 
· Not: into the dark unknown. 
But: into the hands of God. 
When you come to die, His loving hands are open to you. 
“Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

CONCLUSION

It is not weakness that keeps Jesus on the cross. It is strength that keeps Him there. It is not the nails driven through His hands and feet that hold Him on the cross.  It is the sin of man that holds Him on the cross.

Remember: In difficult times, in times of distraction and discouragement, the arrows of persecution which pierce you, are first stained with His blood. The cup of affliction which you are made to drink may be bitter, but it bears the mark of His lips on its brim. 
He traveled the Via Dolorosa, the Way of Suffering, before you.  Every footprint you leave in the dirt is stamped side by side with his footprints.
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