


“
Declaring the end from the beginning And from 
ancient times things which have not been done, 

Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will 
accomplish all My good pleasure’ 

Isaiah 46:10



Eschatology
■ The Study of Last Things (End Times)
■ One of 7 disciplines of most Systematic Theologies
■ Rev 1:1-3 is a self-contained Introduction



1:1 – “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things 
which must shortly take place; and He sent and 

communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant 
John,”.  
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Topic à “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
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Understand, this book is not a puzzle.  
It is not a mystery.  In fact, it is the exact 
opposite of a puzzle, the exact opposite of a 
mystery.  
This is an Uncovering … not a Covering.



Purpose à “to show to His bond-servants” 
Genre à “the things which must shortly take place”
Author à “and He sent and communicated it by His 
angel to His bond-servant John”
Outline à 1:19
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The Revelation to John teaches faithfulness in the 
present. 

Purpose of Biblical Eschatology is:
To Warn
To Exhort

To Encourage 
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4 Purposes of Eschatology
■ Beware
■ Be Discerning
■ Be Ready
■ Be Strong

Watch for His Coming!  Endure!  
Be Strong!  

Be Encouraged!  Be Hope-Filled!  
Be Praying!  Be Evangelizing!



Different solid believers will have different end times 
understanding. This is not an area to rupture fellowship.  

à Among evangelical Bible-believing Christians.
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Difference comes F/ Hermeneutics and Covenants



Covenants
■ Noahic
■ Abrahamic
■ Mosaic
■ Priestly
■ Davidic
■ New 



“Unconditional” Covenants
God – “I Will”

■ Noahic – Genesis 9

■ Abrahamic – Genesis 12:1-3 ; Genesis 15

■ Priestly – Numbers 25:12-13 ; Ps 106:30-31; Ezek 40:46

■ Davidic – 2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 17

■ New – Jeremiah 31; Ezekiel 36



“Unconditional” Covenants

Eternal – Genesis 17



“Conditional” Covenant
“If you will…, then…”

Mosaic – Exodus 19:20



Luke 24:27

Hermeneutics à The Methods, 
Techniques, Rules or Principles 



“
The literal sense of Scripture alone, is the whole 

essence of faith and of Christian theology.
Martin Luther



“
Each passage has one clear, definite, and true 

sense of its own.  All others are but doubtful and 
uncertain opinions.

Martin Luther



“
Let us know then, that the true meaning of 

Scripture is the natural and obvious meaning, and 
let us embrace and abide by it resolutely.

John Calvin



“
It is the first business of an interpreter to let his 

author say what he does say, instead of 
attributing to him what we think he ought to say. 

John Calvin



Christians take the Bible at Face Value
à Genesis 6-9 (Flood)
à Exodus 7 (Plagues)
à Exodus 14 (Red Sea)
à Jonah (Swallowed by the Great Fish)
à Isaiah 7:14 (Virgin Birth)
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Already, Not Yet!

Inaugurated eschatology without denying either what the OT 
indicates about the future or what the NT indicates about the 

present reality (Isaiah 61). 



Terms
■ Premillennial
■ Postmillennial
■ Amillennial
■ Pretribulational
■ Postribulational



All Christians agree that Christ is coming again.

à Pre – 2nd Coming is Before the Millennium
à Post – 2nd Coming is After the Millennium
à A – There is No Millennium
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Premillennial
2nd Coming Before Millennium

■ Literal 1000 years à unique to this view
■ Literal 7 year period before the Millennium 

called The Tribulation 



Amillennial
No Millennium

■ Literally – “No  Millennium” 
■ Most spiritualized of all
■ No literal physical reign of Christ on earth
■ No physical fulfillment of promises to Israel



Postmillennial
2nd Coming After Millennium

■ Not literal 1000 years, long period of time.
■ Christ not physically present
■ Not literal 7 year period
■ No literal physical fulfillment of promises to Israel
■ Theonomy



A literal 7 year period preceding the millennium called:
The Tribulation, The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

Matt 24:21 – “For then there will be a great tribulation, 
such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world 
until now, nor ever will.”

Rev 7:14 – “I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’ And he said 
to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.’”



“
Now we must admit that a literal interpretation 

of the Old Testament prophecies gives us just 
such a picture of an earthly reign of the Messiah 

as the premillennialist pictures.
Floyd Hamilton, Amillennialist

The Basis of Millennial Faith



Portrait of Biblical Eschatology :
· à Resurrection, Ascension, Exaltation, Pentecost – Church Age (NC 

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit), The Revelation

· à Rapture, Judgment Seat of Christ, Marriage Supper of the Lamb, 7 
Year Tribulation (Signing of the Peace Treaty – 2nd Coming of Christ)

· à 75 Day Period (False Prophet, Antichrist, Satan Bound, Resurrection 
of OT and Trib Saints, Sheep/Goat Jgmt), 

· à Millennium (Rev 20), Short Period – Release and Rebellion – God’s 
Glory/Great White Throne – Eternal State
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Backup Slides
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Pathway to Biblical Eschatology is:
Historical
Normal
Literal 

Consistent Hermeneutic
(Ezra 7:10)
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Difference comes from 
Hermeneutics and Covenants

àWhat God calls a covenant, we should 
call a covenant. 

àHistorical – Grammatical Normal Literal 
Consistent Hermeneutic



Covenant Theology

Covenant theology is a system of interpreting the 
Scriptures on the basis of two covenants: the 
covenant of works and the covenant of grace. 



Biblical writers wrote:
à To be understood
à With normal grammar
à So the readers could understand

Grammatical-Historical – Normal – Plain 
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Character of God…Covenants

Literal (Physical) Fulfillment of the 
Covenant Promises


