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Mile One Mission 
 
 

May was a slower month. The weather is starting to get nicer (relative to Newfoundland), people are out 
and about more and they’re beginning to move into summer mode.  
 
This month we had the opportunity to switch gears and really put some thought into planning, 
administration and dreaming for the next 6 months. It’s hard to believe that we’re nearly at the half way 
mark of 2021.  
 
We’ve been continuing our study through the book Believe: What Should I Know? and have had some 
great discussions because of it. Our last study had to do with baptism and the conversations that came 
out of it were absolutely fantastic. It really is a beautiful thing to see people come to a deeper 
understanding about biblical concepts after living a lifetime of knowing something different. 
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Church Service 
 
We spent some time this month planning for KCC’s first church service on 

June 6th. We’ve been having regular meetings to discuss everything from 

the flow of the service, to registrations, to COVID considerations, to song 

choice and sermon topic.  

Pray for myself and the KCC team for June 6th. It’s an exciting moment in 

the life of a church plant and, maybe even more so, because this is the 

first time in 128 years that an evangelical church service will happen in 

Kilbride.  

 

May 2021 
 

Learning to be patient is sometimes, well – most of the time – a difficult thing to do. The reality about 

church planting here in St. John’s is this: it takes time and patience. We live in a culture, here in St. 

John’s, that is deeply traditional, slow to adapt, and requires a whole lot of context, consideration and 

care. As a planter living here, it can be very easy to get lost in the day to day of what can feel like forever 

when it comes to ministry (or preparing for ministry…then again, when does one ever stop preparing for 

ministry?) 

 

Admittedly, my ability to remain patient as of late has been put to the test. Not patience in a general 

sense, no, but my patience as it relates to church planting. You see, there’s always the temptation as a 

planter (especially one in our position1) to idolize something that you’re not.  

Do I wish that we were a church of 50-100 meeting weekly? Yes. 

Do I wish we that have an expanding church membership? Yes. 

Do I wish that we were baptizing people all the time? Yes. 

Do I wish that we had a church building and didn’t have to rent a local community centre? Yes. 

Do I wish that people in our community were contacting us left, right and centre? Yes. 

 

…do I think all these things would make church planting any easier? I want to say ‘yes’ but the answer is 

undoubtedly ‘no.’ 

I’m impatient because KCC isn’t growing as quickly as what I want. I’m impatient because my goals and 

my expectations aren’t being met. Ultimately, I’m impatient because I’m trying to do what only God will 

 
1 Starting from the ground up 
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do in Kilbride. Do I believe that God wants to save people in Kilbride and have a growing membership 

and for us to be baptizing new believers, etc., etc? Yes. And yes.  

This month, the Mile One Mission team is reading through a book called Lead by Paul David Tripp. It’s a 

book about leadership…but not just leadership. It’s a book about leadership through the lens of the 

gospel. It’s actually the follow-up to his previous book, Dangerous Calling. I’d recommend both for every 

pastor and leader in their church community. 

This is what Tripp says about impatience amongst a leadership community: 

               “Impatience in a leadership community will again and again put that community in the way of, 

rather than being part of, what God is doing in their lives and in the lives of those they have been 

called to lead. As leaders, we are called to wait because we live in a fallen world where things just 

don’t function in the way God intended. The brokenness of the world surely interrupts the best 

of our plans. We are called to wait because we lead imperfect people who don’t always listen 

well, think well, choose well, or follow well. We are required to be patient because we are not 

sovereign.” 

 

Ouch. That hit me like a ton of bricks. 

How easily have I forgotten that KCC is not mine to grow; the people are not mine to save; I am not the 

head of Kilbride Community Church, Jesus is. My impatience actually gets in the way of what God is 

doing. 

—————— 

One of the things that I frequently do to curb my impatience (apart from prayer and repentance) is to 

look back at what God has done not only in my life but in the life of Kilbride Community Church. Over 

the last years I’ve been keeping track of major milestones and little things that I have popped up from 

time to time.  

Below is a prospectus of sorts (that I spent time working on this month) talking about the vision of 

Kilbride Community Church, the need and how people can get involved. Towards the end is a timeline of 

events from the previous three years. When I am overcome with how slow things move here in St. 

John’s, and when my impatience is rearing it’s ugly head again, I like to go back and be reminded of how 

God is working in our small community.  
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As slow as things appear to be, I know that God’s timing is perfect. He will grow His church 

according to His timeline, purposes and will.  

But what’s more, is that He chooses to use people with imperfections, a lack of patience, 

and a tendency to want to do things their way.  
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