Jon Killoran

FBC March Update

To the Board and Members of SCA International,
It always amazes me how fast time goes. It seems like it was just a week ago that winter was
starting, Christmas was around the corner, and we were on lockdown. But now, spring is
almost here in full swing. Time moves quickly.
It is with good reason that in Colossians 4:5 and Ephesians 5:16, Paul reminds us to make the
best of the time (or opportunities) we are given. Speci cally, we should make best use of our
opportunities that we have to build God’s kingdom. I am so grateful for the opportunities you
have given me, through your ongoing support, to help build God’s Kingdom in New Hamburg.
You are making a di erence.
Before I tell you about the di erent things I’ve been doing at FBC this past month, I’d like to tell
you about a married couple that visited our church recently. As with any newcomers, I made an
e ort to introduce myself and tell them a little about FBC. I told them a bit about my story and
how you, SCA International, support my position at the church.
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It turned out that they were quite familiar with you (they knew you by your previous name,
“Shantyman”) and were thrilled to nd out that you were still working for the sake of the
Gospel. You were a blessing to them, and continue to bless them by continually serving Christ.
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Outreach at FBC
While it was amazing to experience a bit of your legacy through them, it is just as much a
blessing to be part of your ministry now as we serve God together. I’m excited to share many
of the di erent ways God has been working at FBC this past March.
Over the past couple of months, I’ve felt a special burden for our community. We live, work,
and play around all kinds of people that do not know Jesus. New Hamburg is no di erent. As I
mentioned last month, I’ve been hard at work on some of the di erent ways we are trying to
reach our community.
My biggest endeavour in
outreach this past month is
through Alpha. I spent much of
March organizing and promoting
Alpha. I put together a team of
leaders and helpers, organized
prayer, and developed
promotional material and ideas.
A considerable amount of time
also went in to encouraging and
reminding the church to bring
their unchurched friends.
One of the things that we put
together leading up to Alpha was
a special prayer initiative. We
had our people write down the
name of someone they know
that needed Jesus and clip it to
our prayer wall. My promise was
to come in every day that week
and pray for each person on that
list. It was an answer to prayer
that some of the people from
that list joined the program.
On Tuesday, March 30, we nally
launched Alpha. It was a great
start. We have quite a few
unbelievers and new believers. We are continuing to pray
that God would work in their lives. It would be such a
blessing to see them come to Christ.

Top Left: Alpha Promo
Top Right: Alpha prayer wall.
Bottom: Camp Schedule
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As Spring approaches, our summer camp is big on our
mind. This summer, we are excited to provide four weeks of
camp for our church and community. The camps are almost all over half capacity already. It will
be an excellent opportunity to be a blessing. My role in camp this year is mostly on the front
end. One of the needs that we still have for our camps is a camp director, but we are sure God
will provide. We are also grateful for our partnership with Onside Athletics. They have been
instrumental in helping proceed with camp this year.
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A nal way that we are reaching out to our community is through expanding our community
gardens. Every year we have garden boxes that we lend to anyone in our community. Right
now, we have twenty boxes. Last year, they were a huge success. This year, we are adding
another 6-8 to meet the demand. We also want several people from the church to take boxes
so that we will more opportunities to interact with the people around us.

Our Community Gardens

Ongoing Ministry
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This month I continued preaching in my series on Jonah. It is a great book with a fantastic
message: God is a gracious and compassionate God. In Jonah 2, we see the rst steps of
repentance. However, we also see that it is possible for a person to feel remorse, but not have
a changed heart. It is an important reminder for us to examine ourselves to see if our heart
really matches God’s heart.
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Prayer Request
This month we would ask you to join us in praying for:
- That God would bless our outreach efforts (Alpha
- That God would help us to prepare for our camp
- For those at FBC who are struggling in this pandemi
- That God would open the way for us to meet in large groups agai
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- That the use of our property would be a blessing to our communit

